PARISH CALENDAR
Saturday, December 30
Sunday, December 31

. . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
. . . . . . .7:00 a.m.
. . . . . . 9:00 a.m.

Monday, January 1

. . . . . . . 7:45 a.m.
. . . . . . . 8:00 a. m.

Tuesday, January 2

. . . . .9:00-11:00 a.m.
. . . . . . . 7:45 a.m.
. . . . . . . 8:00 a. m.

Wednesday, January 3

Mass
Mass
Mass
NO 5 PM EVENING MASS
Morning Prayer
MASS -MARY MOTHER OF GOD

PARISH OFFICE CLOSED - NEW’S YEAR DAY
Food Pantry Closed
Morning Prayer
Mass
PARISH OFFICE CLOSED - NEW YEAR HOLIDAY
Mass
Food Pantry Closed

. . . . . . . 8:00 a. m.
. . . . .9:00-11:00 a.m.
Thursday, January 4
. . . . . . . 8:00 a. m.
Mass
. . . . . . . 7:30 p. m.
Prayer Meeting - Church
Friday, January 5
. . . . . . . 7:45 a.m.
Morning Prayer
. . . . . . . 8:00 a.m.
Mass
. . . . .9:00-11:00 a.m. Food Pantry Closed
Saturday, January 6
. . . . . . 4:00-4:45 p.m. Confessions
. . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Mass
NEXT SUNDAY READINGS:
Isa:60:1-6: “Nations shall walk by your light.”
Ephesians 3:2-3a, 5-6: Jews and Gentiles are co-heirs.
Matt:2 :1-12: The Magi visit from the east.
Living Catholic in the 808:
4th Joyful Mystery:
The Presentation
Luke 2:19 (NAB) “ And Mary kept all these things, reflection on
them in her heart.”
How do we evangelize? PRACTICE THE DISCIPLINE OF
THEOLOGICAL REFLECTION
It is so east to be a Sunday Catholic - celebrate the Eucharist with
our family, spend and hour or less with the affairs fo God and then
off we go to our next schedule. For most of us, it is living in
compartmentalized lives, blocked off by set schedules and times
commitments each day of the week, clearly marked in our
calendars.
But there should more to life than this. What is my purpose? What
significance am I living for? What legacy am I living behind? Is
the material wealth all there is to life? As Catholics, how do we
allow the Scripture and our Catholic faith impact our daily lives?
How do we bring the Gospel into our homes and workplace?
This is the importance of theological Reflection - an attempt to see
deeply into life experiences. It is a tool to help us reflect in ways
that allow faith to touch our lives and our lives to touch our faith; a
tool to help us integrate life and faith.
Ponder the intimate connection between faith and daily
life.
Rafael Mendoza
Business Manager
Co-Cathedral of St. Theresa

ANNOUNCEMENTS
4TH ANNUAL TAKE-OUT LUAU: We still have a few more
NOTE ON STEWARDSHIP
packets for our 4th Annual Take-Out Luau Tickets for sale and
distribution. All unsold tickets and monies are due the weekend of When Jesus is presented in the Temple, our Blessed Mother
January 13/14, 2018.
fo rmally offers him to God’s service without reservation. It is a
service that Simeon prophetically foretells: a servic e t o God that
MARRIAGE ENCOUNTER: If you know a husband and wife who will turn the old laws and cultural norms up side down. Are we
have been married for a long, long time, please consider nominating destined to hold on to old habits and cust oms tightly, or like
them for Hawaii’s Longest Married Couple recognition from Jesus, are we willing to serve the Lord and proclaim the Gospel
Worldwide Marriage Encounter. Nominations are due on January in new and creative ways?
(International Catholic
10, 2018, to Jose and Mary Elizabeth Alvior at (808)391-2045 or Stewardship Council ~e-Bulletin)
e-mail: jluvsme@gmail.com
A TURNING POINT
Those
who
work with the elderly know that many
WORD OF LIFE: “Your own quiet, patient presence can
people reach a point at which life and death become
provide important support as your loved one prepares
somewhat interchangeable. Each is as desirable and
emotionally and spiritually for his or her passing.”
beautiful as the other. This is part of the wisdom of the
USCCB Secretariat of Pro-Life Activities, Caring for Loved Ones at
Life’s End,” www.goo.gl/fvSEYp
elderly. Their experience and understanding of the blessings
and the harshness of life permeate Simeon’s prayer and his
WEEKLY READINGS
rather dire predictions to Mary today. The canticle Simeon
offers is an expression of his standing at the gate of his
Dec 31 Sun: Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
dismissal from this life to another. This is a reality he has
Gen: 15:1-6, 21:1-3; Ps 105: 1-2, 3-4, 5-6, 8-9; Heb:11:8, 11-12,
reached because the anointed one of God has been shown to
17-19; Lk:2:22-40
him. We, too, and all those who truly know the promise held
Jan 1 Mon: Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of God
in Christ, can confidently come to the same place. Through
Num:6:22-27; Ps:67:2-3, 5, 6, 8; Gal 4:4-7 ; Lk:2:16-21
the grace of the Incarnation, our life on earth, with all its
Jan 2 Tue: Sts Basil the Great & Gregory Nazianzen,
trouble, heartaches, and sorrows, is blessed and beautiful;
bishops and doctors of the church
through the power of the Passion, death, and Resurrection
1 John:2:22-28; Ps:98:1, 2-3ab, 3cd-4; Jn:1:19-28
our next life is our most longed-for hope. Only in Christ is
Jan 3 Wed: Christmas Weekday
this possible.
1 John 2:29-3:6; Ps 98: 1, 3cd-4, 5-6; Jn: 1:29-34
Jan 4 Thu: Saint Elizabeth Ann Seton, religious
1 Jn:3:7-10; Ps:98:1, 7-8, 9; Jn:1:35-42
Jan 5 Fri: St. John Neumann, bishop
1 Jn: 3:11-21; Ps 100: 1b-2, 3, 4, 5; Jn: 1:43-51
Jan 6 Sat: Christmas Weekday
1 Jn: 5:5-13; Ps 147:12-13 14-15, 19-20: Jn 5:5-13
SIMEON SAYS
Luke tells us today that Simeon awaited the consolation
of Jerusalem. This places him in line with his prophetic ancestor
Isaiah, for the scripture uses the very same word for Simeon’s
consoling that Isaiah used several weeks ago when he prayed,
“Comfort, give comfort to my people” (Isaiah 40:1). Like Isaiah,
Simeon was acting under the guidance of the Holy Spirit. Luke
emphasizes this by stating it three times. While Isaiah was
looking for the geographic return of Israel from its Babylonian
exile to Jerusalem, Simeon was looking for the Christ (the
anointed one, the Messiah of God) to end forever the exile, the
estrangement, between God and humanity. And it is this exile he
sees ended when he stands in the outer Temple courts with the
Holy Family (Mary, a woman, would not have been permitted
in the Temple proper) and sings his song of Israel’s consolation,
the song of his own departure now at hand with Israel’s glory.

