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Saints Cyril and Methodius 
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Lenten Message of Pope Francis 2017 (Part I) 

Lent is a new beginning, a path leading to the certain goal of Easter, Christ’s victory over death. This 
season urgently calls us to conversion. Christians are asked to return to God “with all their 
hearts” (Joel 2:12), to refuse to settle for mediocrity and to grow in friendship with the Lord. Jesus is 
the faithful friend who never abandons us. Even when we sin, he patiently awaits our return; by that 
patient expectation, he shows us his readiness to forgive (cf. Homily, 8 January 2016). 

Lent is a favourable season for deepening our spiritual life through the means of sanctification offered us by 
the Church: fasting, prayer and almsgiving. At the basis of everything is the word of God, which during this 
season we are invited to hear and ponder more deeply. I would now like to consider the parable of the rich 
man and Lazarus (cf. Lk 16:19-31). Let us find inspiration in this meaningful story, for it provides a key to 
understanding what we need to do in order to attain true happiness and eternal life. It exhorts us to sincere 
conversion. 

1. The other person is a gift 

The parable begins by presenting its two main characters. The poor man is described in greater detail: he is 
wretched and lacks the strength even to stand. Lying before the door of the rich man, he fed on the crumbs 
falling from his table. His body is full of sores and dogs come to lick his wounds (cf. vv. 20-21). The picture is 
one of great misery; it portrays a man disgraced and pitiful. 

The scene is even more dramatic if we consider that the poor man is called Lazarus: a name full of promise, 
which literally means God helps. This character is not anonymous. His features are clearly delineated and he 
appears as an individual with his own story. While practically invisible to the rich man, we see and know him 
as someone familiar. He becomes a face, and as such, a gift, a priceless treasure, a human being whom God 
loves and cares for, despite his concrete condition as an outcast (cf. Homily, 8 January 2016). 

Lazarus teaches us that other persons are a gift. A right relationship with people consists in gratefully 
recognizing their value. Even the poor person at the door of the rich is not a nuisance, but a summons to 
conversion and to change. The parable first invites us to open the doors of our heart to others because each 
person is a gift, whether it be our neighbour or an anonymous pauper. Lent is a favourable season for 
opening the doors to all those in need and recognizing in them the face of Christ. Each of us meets people 
like this every day. Each life that we encounter is a gift deserving acceptance, respect and love. The word of 
God helps us to open our eyes to welcome and love life, especially when it is weak and vulnerable. But in 
order to do this, we have to take seriously what the Gospel tells us about the rich man.�
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PLEASE JOIN US!! 

HOT MEAL PROGRAM 

EVERY THURSDAY 

(between 4-5:30 p.m.) 

February 2 – Hot Dog Dinner 

February 9 – Chili 

February 16 – Sausage Sandwich 

February 23 – Pasta Dinner    

 

The John Paul II Ozanam Center 

(located at Holy Name Church) 

is hosting a Hot Meal Program 

Dinner is served in the Parish Hall 

every Thursday between 4-5:30 p.m. 

 

(NO TAKE OUTS ALLOWED!!) 
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Sonet 23      Wiliama Szekspira 

 

Jak lichy actor, co stojąc na scenie, 

zapomniał z trwogi słów do swojej roli, 

lub organięte wściekłością stworzenie, 

któremu gniew się  ruszyć nie pozwoli, 

 

tak ja, nie wierząc, 

bym umiał wysłowić nadmiar miłości 

straciłem już wiarę 

i tonę w uczuć wezbranych powodzi 

pod namiętności zbyt wielkim ciężarem. 

 

O,  niech więc za mnie  

mowią księgi moje,  

milczący serca mojego posłowie, 

które o miłość błaga i nagrodę  

chociaż słowami tego nie wypowie... 

 

Spójrz co tu ciche serce wypisało, 
słuchaj oczyma...to miłości prawo. 

 



Mark Kozlowski, DDS

Providing Restoration, Preventative, 
and Cosmetic Dentistry

440-546-9522
1000 W. Wallings Rd.

Broadview Hts., OH 44147
www.kozlowskidental.com

Compliments of

Industrial & Institutional Chemicals
1176 E. 38th St. • Cleveland

216-881-4040
www.kinzuachem.com

Fortuna
FUNERAL HOME

5316 Fleet Ave. • Cleveland, OH
7076 Brecksville Rd. • Independence

Phone - 216.641.0046
Pre-Planning Available

THIS SPACE IS

THIS SPACE IS

4640 Turney Road, Garfield Hts
 216.641.6321

7906 Broadview Road, Broadview Hts
440.546.5353

LatekFuneralHomes.com

4-E-5-4  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-0242/i

Nicholas A.
Colabianchi
Attorney at Law

5725 Broadway
Cleveland

216-883-5451



4173 E. 71st St., Cleveland

216-883-0474
“Your Neighborhood Automotive Service Center”

EST. 1985

GOLUBSKI
FUNERAL HOME

440-886-0200 216-341-0940

 PARMA CLEVELAND

VIC’S
FLORAL, INC.

EST. 1942   FAMILY OWNED AND OPERATED

216-341-4758
7100 Broadway Ave.

www.vicsfloral.com 
SERVING THE SLAVIC VILLAGE 

NEIGHBORHOOD FOR 70 YEARS

www.clecem.org

(216) 641-7575

 
 Compliments of

 St. Stanislaus
 Hospitality
! "#$$%&''

Seeking new members.

Share Your God Given Talent.

Pray the Rosary 

for Divine Mercy

Life Insurance Since 1879

(216) 341-0444

Six Month Annuity CD at 2 ½ % to Members
(1 ½% for Non-Members. Rates subject to change.)

©2015 Third Federal

Contact Vic Preisel to place an ad today! 

VPreisel@4LPi.com or (800) 477-4574 x6317 

4-E-5-4  For ad info. call 1-800-477-4574 • www.4lpi.com 14-0242/o

ALEXANDER’S
HARDWARE

2337 East 55th St.
Cleveland, OH

216-431-1210
www.alexanderhardware.com

21590 Center Ridge Rd. #B
Rocky River, OH 44116

Phone: 440-333-4623
www.drjarmoszuk.com

Protecting your kid’s smile!
Mówimy po polsku

Kurtz Bros., Inc.
 We Make the
 Good Earth
 Better!™

• TOPSOIL • MULCH • COMPOST • PAVERS

• SPORTS TURN & MORE

(216) 986-7000       www.kurtz-bros.com

RUDOWSKY
AUTOMOTIVE
GENERAL REPAIRS, BRAKES,

ALIGNMENTS, EXHAUST,
ELECTRICAL REPAIR,
AIR CONDITIONING

216-641-9665
5705 Fleet Avenue


