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EASTER – B – 2021  

 

Congratulations to our elect and candidates!  The day they’ve been waiting for has finally 

arrived, the day of their Baptism or profession of faith, their Confirmation and First Holy 

Communion – a day of sacramental grace and the fruit of Our Lord’s saving Death and 

Resurrection.  It’s a happy day.  Thank you, Jesus! 

 

Another reason to be happy this Easter is that it’s a lot different from the way it was last year.  

We seem to be turning the corner on the virus that’s been killing us, or making us sick, and 

shutting us down.  And with the coming of spring, the promise of “new life” is almost palpable. 

 

But the message of Easter isn’t about a return to the way things used to be.  It’s the much better 

news that our lives will never be the same, that they’ve been changed forever; because a new 

hope has entered the world – virus or no virus.   

 

However, a lot of the time we behave as though we “didn’t get the memo.”  We live as though 

Jesus hadn’t risen and God doesn’t exist.  We squeeze our faith into a tiny little compartment and 

live most of the time as practical atheists.   

 

But faith wants out of that tiny compartment.  It wants to bring light, and joy, and peace to the 

whole of our lives. 

 

That’s why Easter is the greatest of all the feast days of the Church.  It’s also why it’s the key to 

all the other celebrations:  It’s why we go to Mass every Sunday, because every Sunday is a 

“little Easter.”  And all of the sacraments have their power because of it.  Because Jesus died and 

rose again, He’s the principal Celebrant of every one of them. 

 

His Resurrection is the very best of all the Good News that Jesus told us to proclaim – that He 

lives and is present with us here and now, in every place and all the time. 

 

A person can’t believe that and say that it changes nothing.  It changes everything! 

 

There are many people who don’t believe that Jesus rose again.  Maybe they don’t believe it 

because no one ever really shared that Good News with them; or maybe they once believed it, or 

half-believed it, but now don’t believe it anymore.  And so they try very, very hard to get 

through life on their own, apart from belief in God, apart from a believing community to support 

them. 

 

They’ve set their hope is on the things of this world, but this world is too small for the hope 

that’s in us.  This world’s important, it’s true, but it offers nothing beyond itself; it’s just a tiny 

little speck of all that truly exists.  What truly exists, and what God has prepared for those who 

love him, is so much bigger than they imagine; and when we don’t know that, life here on Earth 

becomes such a struggle, with so many things to depress us:  so much shouting and pushing, so 

much political turmoil and violence; so brief a life and so full of troubles. 



But God entered this world of time.  He lived and suffered and died, just like us.  But He 

conquered death; He rose again and lives forever.  And that should make all the difference to you 

and to me – all the difference in the world. 

 

Today (and every day, but especially today) He invites all of us, the believing, the disbelieving, 

and the half-believing, to come close to Him, as He invited the Apostle St. Thomas; to come 

close and to touch the wounds that once killed Him, but now have no more power over Him; 

wounds that have become for us the source of saving grace.   

 

Let’s invite the whole world to come close to the Risen Jesus, close enough to touch the beating 

heart of God.  It beats for the love of you and me and of all the world. 

 

Happy Easter to you and to the world we live in! 


