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The story is told about a man who names his 3 dogs Times, Rolex, and Seiko.  When asked why he 

named them so, his simple reply was, “They are my watch dogs!” 

In today’s Gospel, Jesus wards us in the Parable of the Ten Virgins to be watchful and vigilant: 

“Therefore, stay awake for you neither know the day or the hour.”  Let us be ready because the Lord can 

call us at any time. 

We are responsible for the life we live.  We can live foolish or wise lives.  We are accountable for our 

own lives.  We cannot & should not blame the situation or other people for what we turn out to be.  It’s 

your life, it’s your watch. 

We have been reflecting on “True Wisdom and Hopeful Waiting.”  In the first reading, wisdom from 

above is presented as a living person, very near us, actively looking around us, searching for us.  

Searching as though for a place, for a heart that it could inhabit, but it is dialogical nor it depends if you 

welcome wisdom in your life. 

Divine Wisdom will not impose itself on us.  The human heart must also search for Divine Wisdom, must 

long for it, must wait for it, in love and in hope.  So the question is:  do I long for God’s Wisdom? 

In the second reading, St Paul presents to us the hope that enabled the Thesallonians to wait patiently.  

And that is the hope in the Risen Lord:  Jesus, who is the wisdom of God, scandal to the world but 

wisdom in His resurrection. 

St. Paul reminds them, your waiting is not to end up in frustration because, He will really come to take 

the living and the dead into His presence.  So the virtue of waiting in hope for Jesus, the Wisdom of God 

will surely fulfill His promise. 

In the Gospel, we have a parable based on a custom, a wedding custom of the Jewish people at the 

time.  It was the custom for the bride to wait in her parent’s house.  And with some bridesmaids, they 

would wait.  She would wait for the coming of the groom, who would take her to his home.  And when 

the bridegroom comes, a procession, with the bridesmaids will commence. 

But this is the setting, the bridegroom got delayed in coming.  And so, the 10 virgins, the bridesmaids 

started nodding, drowsy, falling asleep until the announcement was made, “The bridegroom is here!”  

All of them waited but not all waited wisely. 

Five of them, the so-called wise virgins, had oil for their torches.  Oil during the period of waiting and 

was now enough oil for the procession to the house of the groom. 

But the so-called five foolish virgins had oil, but very little.  So, during the time of waiting for the groom, 

the oil got consumed and there was not enough for their torches to be lighted during the procession.  So 

they had to go to market to buy, but while they were gone, the procession had already left and when 

they reached the house of the groom, the doors had been shut. 

So:  Wisdom in waiting, be prepared while waiting in hopeful anticipation! 



Two points:  First the wisdom of the Virgin’s symbolized by the oil, the oil that is some sort of a dynamic, 

vivid faith, persevering attitude, so that no matter how long I wait, my oil would be sufficient, so that 

the fire of life, of love will be kindled in me always. 

It is not just keeping enough oil for one segment, but it is enough oil to sustain me through whatever 

eventuality might come.  It might be either a short wait or be a long wait.  I could be asleep, or I could be 

awakened anytime, but I would have oil. 

That type of wisdom, or preparedness, it is a preparation fueled by my own desire, and commitment.  

We would say, “I want to be there when the Lord comes and I want to be able to walk with Him in His 

procession.” 

So now, how is your vigilance in faith and fidelity to God during this time of pandemic?  Has your faith 

still enough oil of trust, love, and commitment to God?  Are you not drowsy and complacent? 

The second point is as was said in the first reading, Wisdom is not just the attribute of the person who 

waits.  But, wisdom is the person of the one sent by God, the bridegroom and no other than the Lord 

Jesus Christ.  He comes, he moves around, but will He find us awake waiting for Him?  Will He find us 

with enough oil to light His way to welcome Him in our heart?   

But God is very kind, He is the light and He wants to share His light with us.  Unfortunately, we don’t 

have patience to keep our light burning with His light.  Sometimes, we give up and we choose darkness. 

My dear Brothers and Sisters, let us welcome Jesus, who brings light, wisdom, and love.  Let us long for 

Him.  Let us wait for Him.  He is the best guest, the best companion that we could ever have in our lives. 

And the person, who waits in an active and dynamic faith, welcomes wisdom and becomes wise not in 

the ways of the world, but in the ways of Jesus Christ. 

Kindly, continue your reflections, when you pray, with the help from these points:  First, what leads me 

to spiritual slumber?  Second, how can we keep the fire of Christian love alive? 


