
Frequently Asked Questions 
 

(over) 

 
About the Campaign 
What is this campaign all about? What are we raising funds for? 
St. Jude is in the midst of a capital campaign to raise a minimum of $2.25 million toward the construction of a 
new church building, a narthex connecting to the gymnasium and parish hall, and new parking.  
 
When will the campaign take place? 
This campaign began in Fall 2016, and the active phase will continue through January 2017. Pledges will be paid 
over five-year period. 
	
Who will be asked to support the campaign? 
Every household in the parish is being asked to consider a gift to the campaign. 
	
Have parishioners weighed in on the decision to conduct a capital campaign? 
Yes. In September of 2015, CCS Fundraising conducted a planning study to test the feasibility of a capital 
campaign. The study included in-person interviews with 38 parish families and an in-pew survey that collected the 
thoughts of more than 700 parishioners. The study found that the majority of parishioners agree that Saint Jude 
needs to build a new church and are supportive of a campaign. Since that time, Saint Jude has also held town hall 
meetings for parishioners to hear from the architects working with us on the building design. 
 
 
About the Project 
Why do we need a new church? Why not just renovate the existing structure? 
The current church was built with only a $300,000 budget because that was the extent of the parish’s resources at 
the time. The structure demands nearly constant repairs today, and the renovations required to completely repair 
the current building would be as expensive as an entirely new church. Through prayerful consideration and with 
the input of parishioners, St. Jude determined that raising funds for a new building was the best course of action. 
 
What will happen to the old building? 
The current church building will be demolished to make way for parking on the south side of the new building. 
This part of the project will be timed to cause the least disruption to the parish.  
 
Can we break the construction into phases? 
We can. Our architects have proposed three phases for the construction: 

• Phase IA to construct the new church  
• Phase IB to demolish the existing church and make way for new parking 
• Phase II to build the narthex 

Meeting our minimum goal of $2.25 million will allow us to move forward on Phases IA and IB. By exceeding our 
goal and reaching a challenge goal of $3 million, we can proceed to Phase II immediately. 
 
How long will it take to build the church? 
The Diocese requires that we have 75% of the needed cash in hand to break ground. For this reason, while we 
welcome any payment schedule up to five years, we ask that parishioners who can complete their pledges sooner 
do so. Once we begin construction, our architects estimate that it will take 14 months to complete the project.  
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About Giving 
How much am I expected to give? 
All parishioners are being asked to prayerfully consider a specific amount.  However, only you can determine the 
amount of your gift. We need the participation of every family, and the sacrifice you are able to make is truly a 
generous gift, regardless of the size. 
	
Why am I asked to consider a specific amount? 
Parishioners need to know what levels of support are necessary to meet and exceed our campaign’s financial need.  
A gift amount is suggested for each family to prayerfully consider. This amount is not a mandate or an assessed 
contribution. No judgment is made on the level of gift you or others make.  We only ask that you pray about what 
kind of sacrifice you are able to make. 
	
What if I choose not to give the amount requested? 
Your family and your situation are unique; only you can decide what gift you are able to make.  You are simply 
asked to prayerfully consider a specific gift. Whatever your response, it should be one of choice and sacrifice. 
	
I dislike pledging. Why am I asked to make a pledge instead of a one-time gift? 
Our level of need means that the success of the campaign rests largely on pledges payable over five years. In 
addition, for most families, making a pledge makes it possible to donate more than they could with a one-time gift. 
	
I put a contribution in the Building Fund envelope I received from St. Jude. Is this the same thing? 
Yes, these envelopes are meant to make it easy for you to return monthly pledge payments. Even if you have 
already started putting contribution in the basket at Mass, we ask that you consider what your family can offer to 
this project over a five-year period and return a pledge card. This will help us plan our finances for the project in a 
responsible way. Any contributions you have already offered will be credited toward your pledge. 
 
Will I need to continue contributing to the offertory? 
Yes! The weekly offertory funds the normal operating expenses of the parish. We depend on these contributions 
for our daily operations and ministries. 
	
Can I make a gift other than cash or check? 
A range of other possibilities exists, including credit/debit card, bequests, and stock. Please consult the “Ways to 
Give” sheet in your packet, and contact the parish office if you would like more information. 
 
What if my financial situation changes and I cannot fulfill my pledge? 
Your pledge to support the campaign is made in good faith.  Should you need to reduce or stop your pledge 
payments, please contact the parish office. 
	
Why ask parishioners for different amounts? Wouldn’t dividing the parish goal by the number of 
households be easier and fairer? 
It may be easier.  However, it definitely would not be fairer, and it would ensure that St. Jude does not reach its 
goal.  Because people are blessed differently, a principle of the campaign is equal sacrifice, not equal giving.  We 
all give to the parish at varying degrees.  While all parishioners should be contacted, those with little giving history 
are least likely to give to a major campaign.  Therefore, asking for equal amounts from everyone would put the 
campaign in jeopardy.  However, if we ask for different amounts based on past generosity to St. Jude, we 
challenge all to give as they are able and according to their blessings, and in the process, help the campaign’s 
success. 


