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Dear Brothers and Sisters, 

 First of all, I want to thank Annmarie for her wonderful work coordinating Lifetouch photography sessions for our Catholic 
Deaf community in spite of the bad snowstorm. I will look forward to seeing the picture directory once it is completed. Hands 
waving to Annmarie! 

 National Catholic Office for the Deaf Pastoral Week in Fort Worth, Texas was good. Annmarie and I enjoyed meeting other 
pastoral workers serving Deaf Catholics. We also enjoyed a few presentations THAT were good.  There were about 130 people 
attending the conference. 

 Many people often ask me what is the difference between ICDA and NCOD. ICDA, which is known as International Catholic 
Deaf Association was founded in 1940s by a group of Deaf Catholics. The purpose of ICDA is to encourage Deaf Catholics from 
all over the country to come together every two years to celebrate their Catholic faith.  ICDA focuses primarily on Deaf Catho-
lics.  The organization is run by mostly Deaf persons. NCOD, on other hand, was found in 1970s to support pastoral (church) 
workers who serve Deaf Catholics. Hence, NCOD draws more pastoral workers than ICDA while many Deaf Catholics prefer to 
attend ICDA. Both organizations are wonderful. Although both are different, they have the same goal: supporting the faith of 
Deaf Catholics. 

 In regard to our church services, I need your help. It is always wonderful to have out of town visitors regardless if they are Deaf 
or hearing to join us for Mass. When you see someone you do not know walking into our church, please introduce yourself and 
welcome that person. Your friendliness will help them feel welcomed to our church community. It takes courage for a stranger to 
come to our church. You would probably feel awkward if you go to a new deaf church where you don’t know anyone. You 
would feel relieved if someone from that church come to you with a friendly smile and tell you that you are very welcome.   

 As mentioned in the past few newsletters, we will have Sr. Maureen Langton giving us a retreat on March 22 - 24 at De Sales 
Center. Sr. Maureen is the ONLY DEAF sister in the United States! There are no other Deaf sisters in this country except her! 
She was the founder of Ministry Formation Program in Chicago where Michelle Kulpa, Beth Ann Aylesworth, John Snook, and 
Dan Gibbs were students. As a Deaf person herself, she understands many issues and experiences facing Deaf Catholics. I hope 
you will go to this retreat! You will learn much about God and our Catholic faith from her. For more information, please see me 
or Annmarie. 

Stay warm while enjoying the beautiful season of winter. 

 God bless. 

 Fr. Mike 



Remember in Your Prayers 

Those Who have Died 
 
 
Those Who are Sick 

• Gerald Blakely 

• Gail Buchalski 

• Mary Chrenko 

• Henry Dogwill 

• Phyllis Dunaj 

• Helen Fowler 

• Mary Hanes 

• Sharon Hardenburgh 

• Jeff Kish 

• Robin Scalise Kish  

• Barbara Lemker 

• Bevie Lemker 

• Beverly Marchuk 

• Loretta Milne 

• Leanna Reif 

• Betty Schommer 

• Ethel Senical 

• Annette Trayner 

• Ellen Trieper 

E– News 
 

If you would like to receive the newsletter, 
please give us your email address. 

Contact: Gail Buchalaski at  
mgbuchalski7@sbcglobal.net 

Or 
Jakki Felix at jakkifelix04@gmail.com 

If you are interested in becoming a  
Catholic and/or have been baptized but 

have never made  First Holy  
Communion or received Confirmation, we 

have a process called Rite of Christian  
Initiation of Adults (RICA).  

Please Contact Fr. MD at  
(VP) 586-439-0146  

or  
depcik@desales.org 

Mission Statement of St. John’s Deaf Center &  

Our Lady of Loretto West Detroit Catholic Deaf: 

We strive to support a ministry where all Deaf individuals are in-

vited to meet Jesus Christ and participate in the life of the Catholic 

Church using  

American Sign Language.   

We welcome  

everyone, including our hearing brothers and sisters, who want to 

experience the  

richness of our Deaf culture as well as deepen their relationship with 

Jesus Christ through prayer, service, and the  

Sacraments. 

 
• Love is patient 
• Love is kind 
• Love is not jealous 
• Love is not boast (brag) 
• Love is not proud 
• Love is not ill-
mannered (rude; impolite) 
• Love is not selfish 
• Love is not irritable 
(angry; hot tempered) 
• Love does not keep a 
record of wrongs 
• Love is not happy with 
evil, but is happy with the 
truth 
• Love never gives up 
• Love’s faith, hope, and 
patience never fail 
• Love is eternal 

(forever; never end) 

FYI: If you do not receive e-news from e-mail, 
check into junk mail or spam folder. 



Fiat! Reflection 

              Kathleen Mitchell 

Liturgy of the Word for  
Children on Sunday, February 10th and 24th 
at 11:30am in Holy Innocents Church. 

Catholic 101 Class by Fr. Mike Depcik 

OLL-WDCD adoration is at 5:45pm and class is at 7pm on 
Tuesday, February 5th.  SJDC adoration is at 5:45pm and 
class is at 7pm on Wednesday, February 13th  

Annmarie Kowalczyk 

St. Peter Damian (February 21st) Talk to Us 

“Do not be depressed. Do not let your weakness make you impa-
tient. Instead, let the serenity (peace) of your spirit shine through 
your face. Let the joy of your mind burst (open suddenly) forth”. 

Peace be with you! For the people who live in the Archdiocese of 
Detroit, we see the phrase “Unleash the Gospel.” There are different 
ways to think about this phrase. One way is to ask myself: Do I let 
the good news of Jesus become real in my own life? Another way is 
to share the good news of salvation with other people, maybe people 
we don’t think want to know about Jesus. Let’s first look at myself 
(and yourself). Do I let the good news of Jesus become real in my 

own life? 
 
What is the good news of Jesus? 
Every man, woman and child has sinned and is separated from God 

– our Father and our Creator. The punishment of sin is death – 

separation from God. God loves you so much that He sent His Son to 

earth. His Son became Man; His name is Jesus. Jesus forgave your 

sins. Jesus died to cancel our punishment. Jesus opens for you and 

me the way to our Father who loves us. 
Salvation and good news is about LOVE and Mercy. It really is 
GOOD NEWS! 
 
How do I let the good news of Jesus become real in my life? 
Archbishop Vigneron helps us with the answer. “Our part 
[responsibility] is to give [Jesus] your wholehearted ‘yes!’” Let God 
change you, guide you, and send you. Let the Holy Spirit come into 
you and work in you. Let sin be the worst thing in your life, and the 
mercy of God the best part of your life. Let the Sacraments of the 
Church be the most important activities in your life. Let God be your 
best friend and your loving Father. 
 
This is allowing the gospel [good news] to be unleashed in yourself. 
Unleashed – imagine a dog on a chain finally set free. Energy. Joy. 
Running fast. Let the Holy Spirit fill you. 
 
Come, Holy Spirit, unleash the gospel in my heart! 
To watch a video about the Gospel, check out the ASL video HIS-

tory ~ The Story of God’s Love on our YouTube Channel: SJDC-
OLL Archdiocese of Detroit  

   IRS Scam 
 
Happy New Year! Tax season is here once again. Adults over the age of 50 
and up are more likely than the general population to become victims of 
fraud and other financial exploitation. According to IRS, between 2013 and 
2017, scammers targeted more than 2.1 million taxpayers, and more than 
12,000 victims reported losing more than 60 million from tax scam. 
 

What is IRS scam? People who pretend to be IRS agent making 
calls demanding money. IRS scammer takes advantage of your 
fears of IRS. Scammers would call demanding payment for over-
due taxes. They usually make threats such as “pay now” or you 
will be arrested. They usually want the money wired or put on 
prepaid card. 

 
If you get a call, what can you do? There are red flags (warnings)  you should 
be aware of: 

1. You get a call with an offer for free money or cash (lottery, easy work 
at home job, guaranteed returns from new investments). They want 
to get your personal information and get your money from you. 

2. You are pressured to make decision fast- “limited time only” 
3. It seems to good to be true- Scammers have a way to make people 

feel they will be better off if they take the deal. 
 
If you received calls like that, tell your family or friends to help you. IRS 
would never make calls asking for money or personal information. 
 
Report fraud to Michigan Department of Attorney General 517-373-1110 
 
I will be happy to help answer questions. Contact me at 586-200-1172 or see 
me in Tuesday’s at St. John Deaf Center. 
 
Peace, 
Kathy Mitchell 



OLL-WDCD Liturgical Roles 

Our Lady of Loretto 
25700 W. 6 Mile Rd., Reford, MI 48240 

(Chapel located in school building behind the church) 
Time: 9:30am 

SJDC Liturgical Roles 

Holy Innocents Church 
16359 Frazho Rd., Roseville, MI 48066 

Time: 11:30am 

Thinking of selling or  
buying a new home? 

Deborah can work with you on all your  
Real Estate questions. 

Deborah Marsden                                                  
Email: deborah@cbpreferred.com   

Cell: 313-516-6841 Text/Voice,FaceTime             
Office: 734-549-6000                                   

 

I have been working with the Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing community for 30 years! 

    Deborah 

Sew What? – Ladies sewing group will 

meet at SJDC from 1pm to ? on Wednes-

day, February 13th and on Wednesday, 

February 27th from 10am to 1pm.  If you 

want to learn to sew or  crochet for charity, 

come and Jakki Felix will be happy to help 

you. 

February 3rd – 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Lector: M. Imielowski 
Response: S. Goulart 
Ushers: J. Bogden and S. Bogden 
 
February 10th – 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Lector: J. Morris  
Response: M. Meldrum 
Ushers: N. Dodge and J. Karolski 
  
February 17th – 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Lector: K. Mitchell  
Response: D. Gariepy 
Ushers: J. Karolski and N. Dodge 
 
February 24th – 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time  
Lector: S. Meldrum 
Response: M. Kulpa 
Ushers: S. Bogden and J. Bogden 
  
For the whole month of February 
Altar Servers: J. Kulpa and J. Morris 

February 3rd – 4th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Lectors: B. Aylesworth and D. Galvin 
Response: A. Trayner 
EM: Host – P. Kuplicki 
 
February 10th – 5th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Lectors: S. Smith and A. Gable 
Response: C. Kuplicki 
EM: Host – J. Galbo 
 
February 17th – 6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Lectors: L. Trayner and B. Buchalski 
Response: J. Vardon 
EM: Host – E. Trieper 
 
February 24th – 7th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Lectors: G. Buchalski and D. Gibb 
Response: P. Kuplicki 
EM: Host – S. Smith 



OLL-WDCD CARDS 
Saturday, February 9th 

Open: 12pm to 6pm 
Dinner: 1pm 

Game: 31 & 500 
Cards Cost -  $10 / Dinner - $7.00 

Fan - $2.00 
Any questions - contact Michelle Kulpa (VP#734-237-3688) 

Senior Citizens at New SJDC 

Every Tuesday, Open at 10:15 AM to ??? 
500 Card Games $3.00 

Lunch $5.00  
Address: 

16103 Chesterfield Ave. 
Eastpointe, MI 48021 

1700 Club Winners 2019 

January: Paul Kuplick Jr. 

February 

April 28th, 2019 - Easter Festival 
May 5th, 2019 - OLL-WDCD’s 35th and SJDC’s 
45th Anniversary Party  

1st – Friday Prayer for the Deaf Catholics 
2nd – The Presentation of the Lord 
Groundhog Day 
3rd – Bible Study in Holy Innocents Church at 
10:45am 
SJDC Super Bowl Party at 4pm 
5th – OLL-WDCD Adoration at 5:45pm & 
Catholic 101 class at 7pm   
6th – SJDC Mass at 6pm & Parish Council 
Meeting at 7pm 
8th – Friday Prayer for the Deaf Catholics 
9th – OLL-WDCD Cards from 12pm to 6pm 
10th – Liturgy of the Word for Children in Holy 
Innocents Church at 11:30am 
Sweet Valentine’s Party after Mass at St. 
Barnabas in Multi-Room 
11th – Our Lady of Lourdes 
12th – Abraham Lincoln’s Birthday 
13th – SJDC Sew What? – from 1pm to ? 
SJDC Adoration at 5:45pm & Catholic 101 class 
at 7pm 
14th – Feast of St. Valentine 
Valentine’s Day 
15th – Friday Prayer for the Deaf Catholics 
18th – Presidents Day 
21st – Feast of St. Peter Damian 
22nd – Friday Prayer for the Deaf Catholics 
George Washington’s Birthday 
24th – OLL-WDCD Bible Study at 8:50am 
Liturgy of the Word for Children in Holy Inno-
cents Church at 11:30am 
27th – SJDC Sew What? – from 10am to ? 



Donation request for Newsletters in 2019 
Many thanks to those who have donated in the past to us to cover the costs including stamps, reference materials,  

address labels, printing, paper, etc. Please consider donation to us for 2019. 
Donation - $20.00 

Check Payable to St. John’s Deaf Center 
Send to SJDC 

                                           16103 Chesterfield Ave. 
                                        Eastpointe, MI 48021 

Attention! If we don’t receive a donation from you, we will assume you’re not interested and we will stop sending the newsletter. Deadline: 2/28/19! If you 

are interested or have concerns, please contact Gail Buchalski.  You can call her at VP (586)-439-0146, only on Tuesday from 10am to 4pm or e-mail her at 

mgbuchalski7@sbcglobal.net. 





St. John’s Deaf Center / 

Our Lady of Loretto - West 

Detroit Catholic Deaf 
 

Office: 

16103 Chesterfield Ave. 
Eastpointe, MI 48021 

• (586) 439-0146 VP (Office) 
• (586) 439-0440 VP (Public) 

• (586) 774-8476 Fax 
Website: www.sjdc-oll.org 

 
Fr. MD’s email + text number: 

Depcik@desales.org 
(708)-724-5425 (Emergency only) 

ST. JOHN’S DEAF CENTER 

16103 CHESTERFIELD AVE. 

EASTPOINTE, MI. 48021 

For more Pictures, see at www.sjdc-oll.org/photos 

St. Valentine 


