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Dear Friends, 
 
Happy Independence Day to all of you!  On July 4th, please take a moment to thank God for allowing us to born in this country.  It is true that 
our country face many challenges and issues.  However, God has richly blessed the United States.  We are very lucky to live in freedom with-
out any fear because of our religion, of what we had said or we had read, of the government if they ever found out who we had voted for, and 
so on.  Not only these, we also give thanks to God because He has richly blessed our country with fertile soil for farming, beautiful moun-
tains, pristine woods, breathtaking coastlines, etc.  Finally, we also remember countless soldiers who gave up their lives so that we can live in 
peace and freedom in this country. 
 
Congratulations to Dan and Ellen Gibb who got married last month!  We wish them many years of happiness and good health with God’s 
blessings. 
 
Many thanks to members of Detroit Catholic Deaf community who prayed for people especially the Detroiters who attended Deaf Cursillo 
near St. Louis last month.  I hope you who have not gone to Cursillo before will consider going to the next one.  You will learn much about 
God’s love for you! 
 
The ordination of Deacon Billy Griffin in Philadelphia was beautiful and touching.  He was grateful for our community’s monetary and spiri-
tual gifts.  I hope that we will be able to get him come over to here to lead a retreat in near future! 
 
Past this year, I had been giving monthly discussion on the Archdiocese’s Unleash the Gospel.  All priests including myself recently received 
a letter from the Archbishop who asked that all Catholics start praying the Prayer for the Next Phase of Unleash the Gospel from June 8 to the 
feast of Christ the King (November 24, 2019).  The prayer can be found somewhere in this newsletter.  Please print this prayer and post it on 
your fridge or bathroom mirror.  That way, you will remember to say this prayer.  We will also have the prayer cards for you to take home. 
 
Please go to https://aod.app.box.com/s/z6iomttu4aayx4m77h35gi41zhcl1eya if you want to read the letter of the Archbishop to the faithful 
about the archdiocese going into the second phase of Unleash the Gospel. 
 
One of the highlights during the month of July is ICDA-US section conference hosted by San Francisco ICDA Chapter #77.  Although it is 
hosted by San Francisco Deaf Catholic community, the conference will be held in Santa Clara near the city of San Jose.  Please keep the con-
ference in your prayers. 
 
Have a blessed month of July! 
 
Yours in Christ, 
 
Fr. MD 



Remember in Your Prayers 
Those Who are Sick 

• Gerald Blakely 

• Mary Brehm 

• Gail Buchalski 

• Phyllis Dunaj 

• Helen Fowler 

• Mary Hanes 

• Sharon Hardenburgh 

• Loretta Johnson 

• Jeff Kish 

• Robin Scalise Kish  

• Barbara Lemker 

• Bevie Lemker 

• Beverly Marchuk 

• Loretta Milne 

• Joe Parisi 

• Leanna Reif 

• Betty Schommer 

• Ethel Senical 

• Annette Trayner 

• Ellen Trieper 

• Kathy Wilson 

  

E– News 
 

If you would like to receive the newsletter, 
please give us your email address. 

Contact: Gail Buchalaski at  
mgbuchalski7@sbcglobal.net 

Or 
Paul Kuplicki at kup262@prodigy.net 

If you are interested in becoming a  
Catholic and/or have been baptized but 

have never made  First Holy  
Communion or received Confirmation, we 

have a process called Rite of Christian  
Initiation of Adults (RICA).  

Please Contact Fr. MD at  
(VP) 586-439-0146  

or  
depcik@desales.org 

Mission Statement of St. John’s Deaf Center &  

Our Lady of Loretto West Detroit Catholic Deaf: 

We strive to support a ministry where all Deaf individuals are in-

vited to meet Jesus Christ and participate in the life of the Catholic 

Church using  

American Sign Language.   

We welcome  

everyone, including our hearing brothers and sisters, who want to 

experience the  

richness of our Deaf culture as well as deepen their relationship with 

Jesus Christ through prayer, service, and the  

Sacraments. 

FYI: If you do not receive e-news from e-mail, 
check into junk mail or spam folder. 

A Prayer for Independence Day 
   

Father of all nations and ages, we recall the 

day when our country claimed its place 

among the family of nations; for what has 

been achieved (accomplish) we give you 

thanks, for the work that still remains we 

ask your help, and as you have called us 

from many peoples to be one nation, grant 

(allow) that, under your providence 

(Father), our country may share your bless-

ings with all the peoples of the earth. 

Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you. Amen 



Fiat! Reflection 

    Kathleen Mitchell 

Liturgy of the Word for  
Children on Sunday, July 28th 
at 11:30am in Holy Innocents Church. 

Annmarie Kowalczyk 

St. Bonaventure, Bishop and Doctor of the Church (July 15th) Talk to Us 

CRS Rice Bowl – St. John’s Deaf Center and Our Lady of Loretto-
West Detroit Catholic Deaf donated $642.39 for Catholic Relief Ser-
vices.  Your participation in CRS Rice Bowl will continue to make a 
difference in the lives of poor people of other countries in need 
throughout the entire year.  Thank you for your generous donation 
and support.  God bless you, ALL!! Annmarie Kowalczyk, Patricia 
Dudis, and Diane Knight  

“Three things are necessary to everyone; truth of faith which brings  
understanding, love of Christ which brings compassion (kindness and 

mercy), endurance (constant) of hope which brings perseverance (able to 
carry on)”.  

Traditionally, the Church calendar has special days where we re-
member specific parts of our faith. Fridays we remember Jesus’ suf-
fering and death. Saturdays we often honor Our Lady, the Blessed 
Virgin Mary. Also, there are special months with a spiritual focus. 
During November we remember the souls in purgatory waiting to 
enter Heaven. For the month of July, the Church suggests we re-
member the Precious Blood of Jesus. 
 
When the Jewish people lived in Egypt as slaves, God told them to 
kill a young, perfect lamb and spread the blood of the lamb on the 
doorposts. The blood of the lamb would be the sign for God’s angel 
that the people obeyed the Lord. The family would be safe and not 
be punished. People who did not follow God’s order woke in the 
morning and their first-born son was dead. 
 
We are slaves, too. Yes, we are slaves to sin, to pride, to selfishness, 
to rebellion against God. God does not want His people to be slaves. 
God created us for freedom and love. He sent the true Lamb of God; 
he sent Jesus to cleanse us, forgive our sins, bring us to freedom! 
 
In the New Testament of the Bible there are many places that men-
tion the “Lamb of God.” This is a special title for Jesus. We are free 
because the Lamb of God was slain/killed. Jesus poured out His 
blood on the cross. When you are baptized, you were washed in the 
Precious Blood of the Lamb of God. You were washed in the Pre-
cious Blood of Jesus. You were freed from slavery and God adopted 
you as His child! What a wonderful grace! 
 
Yet, I know that I still sin. We can be washed again in the Blood of 
the Lamb when we go to the sacrament of Confession. All our sins 
were forgiven at Baptism, but then we sin again. Confession is where 
we meet Jesus, tell Him our sins, and He forgives us… again… and 
again… and again! Precious Blood of Jesus, have mercy on us. 
 
Check out a series of videos on our YouTube Channel about the Sac-
rament of Confession! YouTube: SJDC-OLL Archdiocese of Detroit. 

Summer Safety Tips for Older Adults 
 

We all know the hot weather can be dangerous. This is especially true for older adults. 
Many older adults die of health problems caused by high heat and humidity. Most of 
these individuals are 50 or older. Hot weather is more likely to cause health problems 
for older adults for a variety of reasons. These reasons include aging related physical 
changes in the body, chronic health conditions and even side effects of taking some 
medications. 
 
When the temperature climbs above 90 F, older adults need to be careful. If outdoor 
temperature is 90 or above, older people should keep in mind the following tips: 
 

• Stay out of the sun- Find a shade or wait until the sun starts to set or until 
early the next morning. 

• Air conditioning- Spend as much time as possible in air conditioned 

spaces. If you don’t have an air conditioner, go to the library and read a 
book, walk in indoor mall or meet your friend at the community center or at 
senior center. 

• Stay hydrated- Drink plenty of cool water, cool juices and other liquids 

that don’t contain alcohol or caffeine. Alcohol or caffeine can dry you out. 

• Dress appropriately – Try to wear loose, light colored clothes. Wear light-

weight, broad brimmed hat. 

• Avoid sunburn-Use sunscreen with SPF of 15 or higher. 

• Cool down – Take cool showers, baths or sponge baths when you are feel-

ing warm. You can wet washcloths or towels with cool water and put them 
on your wrists, ankles or neck. 

 

You also can call city hall to see if they offer cooling center during hot weather. 
I will be happy to help answer questions. Contact me at 586-200-1172 VP or see me in 
Tuesday’s at St. John Deaf Center. 
Have a great summer! 
 
Kathleen Mitchell, LMSW, ACSW 
Kanson3@gmail.com 



OLL-WDCD Liturgical Roles 
Our Lady of Loretto 

25700 W. 6 Mile Rd., Reford, MI 48240 
(Chapel located in school building behind the church) 

Time: 9:30am 

SJDC Liturgical Roles 
Holy Innocents Church 

16359 Frazho Rd., Roseville, MI 48066 
Time: 11:30am 

Thinking of selling or  
buying a new home? 

Deborah can work with you on all your  
Real Estate questions. 

Deborah Marsden                                                  
Email: deborah@cbpreferred.com   

Cell: 313-516-6841 Text/Voice,FaceTime             
Office: 734-549-6000                                   

 

I have been working with the Deaf and Hard of 
Hearing community for 30 years! 

    Deborah 

Sew What? – Ladies sewing group will meet at SJDC 

from 10am to 1pm on Thursday, July 11th and 25th. If 

you want to learn to sew or crochet for charity, come and 

Jakki Felix will be happy to help you. 

July 7th – 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Lector: L. Reif 
Response: A. Kowalczyk 
Ushers: J. Bogden and S. Bogden 
July 14th – 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Lector: S. Meldrum 
Response: D. Gariepy 
Ushers: N. Dodge and J. Karolski 
July 21st – 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Lector: K. Mitchell 
Response: M. Meldrum 
Ushers: J. Bogden and S. Bogden 
July 28th – 17th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Lector: M. Imielowski 
Response: M. Kulpa 
Ushers: N. Dodge and J. Karolski 
 

For the whole month of July 
Altar Servers: J. Kulpa, J. Morris and M. Imielowski 

July 7th – 14th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Lectors: A. Trayner and A. Gable 
Response: B. Aylesworth 
EM: Host – L. Trayner 
        Chalices – D. Knight and P. Kuplicki 
July 14 – 15th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Lectors: B. Buchalski and D. Gibb 
Response: A. Trayner 
EM: Host – G. Buchalski 
        Chalices – J. Galbo and J. Vardon 
July 21st – 16th Sunday in Ordinary Time 
Lectors: E. Gibb and G. Buchalski 
Response: L. Trayner 
EM: Host – S. DeFilippo 
        Chalices – B. Aylesworth and P. Dudis 
July 28th – 17th Sunday of Ordinary Time 
Lectors: B. Buchalski and Judy Vardon 
Response: P. Kuplicki 
EM: Host – E. Gibb 
        Chalices – A. Trayner and J. Felix  

Fr. Mike, John 
and Jill Snook. 
Mike Depcik had 
a nice visit with 
John and Jill 
Snook at their 
new home in  
Albion. They said 
“Hi! We miss you 
all very much” 



Senior Citizens at New SJDC 

Every Tuesday, Open at 10:15 AM to ??? 
500 Card Games $3.00 

Dessert only $3.00 
Bring your own Lunch 

Address: 
16103 Chesterfield Ave. 
Eastpointe, MI 48021 

SJDC will be closed on July 2nd, 2019 
 

1700 Club Winners 2019 

June: Brenda Harrison 

July 

November 2nd, 2019 - SJDC/OLL-WDCD Pilgrimage to                          
Toledo, Ohio 
November 3, 2019 - All Saints’ Day Trunk & Treat 
(Halloween) at Holy Innocents Church after Mass 
November 16, 2019 - SJDC Dingo 
December 7, 2019 -  OLL-WDCD Christmas Party 
December 8 or 15, 2019 - SJDC Christmas Party 

2nd – SJDC Senior Citizens closed 
3rd – Feast of St. Thomas, Apostle 
4th – Independence Day 
5th – Friday Prayer for the Deaf Catholics 
11th – SJDC Sew What? – From 10am to 
1pm 
12th – Friday Prayer for the Deaf Catho-
lics 
SJDC Movie Night at 6:30pm 
15th – Feast of St. Bonaventure, Bishop & 
Doctor of the Church 
19th – Friday Prayer for the Deaf Catho-
lics 
22nd – Feast of St. Mary Magdalene 
23rd – Learning together Presentation at 
SJDC about Funeral Planning after Mass 
24th – Mass & Prayer Service at the 
Blessed Solanus Casey Center in Detroit, 
MI 
25th – Feast of St. James, Apostle 
SJDC Sew What? – From 10am to 1pm 
26th – Feast of Sts. Anne & Joachim, Par-
ents of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
Friday Prayer for the Deaf Catholics 

28th – Consumer Education Presentation 

on Phone, Mail & E-Scams after Mass at 

Holy Innocents Church  



Dan and Ellen 

Gibb got  

married at 

Holy  

Innocents 

Church on 

June 2, 2019.  

Congratula-

tion, Dan and 

Ellen! 



Deacon Billy 

Griffin’s  

Diaconate  

Ordination in 

Philadelphia, 

PA on June 8, 

2019 

Spiritual  

Adoption  

Birthday Party 

and Baby  

Showers at Holy 

Innocents Church 

on June 9, 2019. 

National Deaf Cursillo 

#66 in Columbia,  

Illinois from June 13 

to 16, 2019. Annmarie 

Kowalczky, Roman 

Imielowski, Fr. Mike 

Depcik, Ray Felix, 

Vicky Hovinen, 

Monica Imielowski, 

Sharon Hardenburgh. 



St. John’s Deaf Center / 

Our Lady of Loretto - West 

Detroit Catholic Deaf 
 

Office: 
16103 Chesterfield Ave. 
Eastpointe, MI 48021 

• (586) 439-0146 VP (Office) 
• (586) 439-0440 VP (Public) 

• (586) 774-8476 Fax 
Website: www.sjdc-oll.org 

 
Fr. MD’s email + text number: 

Depcik@desales.org 
(708)-724-5425 (Emergency only) 

ST. JOHN’S DEAF CENTER 

16103 CHESTERFIELD AVE. 

EASTPOINTE, MI. 48021 

For more Pictures, see at www.sjdc-oll.org/

photos 


