
St. John Neumann Catholic Church 

 

 
Dear Parishioners,         May 8, 2020   

 

On Monday, May 11, St. John Neumann will once again celebrate public daily Masses as follows: 

• Monday, Wednesday, Thursday:  12:00 p.m.  

• Tuesday:  9:00 a.m.  

• Thursday (Spanish): 7:00 p.m.  

• Friday: No Mass (office closed) 
 
On Sunday, May 17, we will begin to celebrate public Sunday Masses again with a Mass in English at 
10:00 a.m. and a Mass in Spanish at 2:00 p.m. These will all take place in the gym. 
 
As I outline our procedures, you will find Mass will be very different from what we were used to. We are 
guided by the recommendations of health experts as well as by our conviction of the sacredness of each 
person and our obligation to protect our brothers and sisters in Christ. 
 
Common Good 
Our first priority in the resumption of public celebrations is the safety of everyone present. For this 
reason, I recommend that you not attend any of these liturgies if you: 

• are sick in any way or have a compromised immune system 

• are over the age of 65 

• are pregnant or were recently pregnant (in last 2 weeks) 

• have diabetes, liver/ kidney/heart disease (e.g., high blood pressure, congestive heart failure) 

• have lung or breathing problems 

• have neurological/neuro-developmental conditions (e.g., cerebral palsy, epilepsy, and stroke) 

• have any other risk factor for developing a more severe case of COVID-19 
 
Dispensation 
While Bishop Guglielmone is allowing public celebration of Masses, he has also extended the 
dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass. You are not obligated to come to Mass. We will 
also continue to provide a video of Sunday Mass for those who will not be attending Mass in person. 
 
Children 
I urge parents to consider carefully whether your children should attend. Children are more likely to be 
asymptomatic carriers of the virus. They are more likely to want to use the bathroom, have difficulty 
maintaining social distancing and keeping their masks in place. It may be wise to have children stay at 
home, especially young children. 
 
Here are the changes to our procedures for celebrating Mass to prepare those who wish to attend and 
to help those discerning whether to do so. 
 
Reserve a Seat 
In accordance with the guidelines issued by the Diocese to maintain social distancing, you will need a 
reservation to attend Sunday Mass. Please call the parish office (788-0811) and speak with the parish 
secretary, Silvia Goodman, to reserve the number of seats needed for your family. The parish office will 
be open Monday – Thursday from 9:00 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. Once seats are filled, you will be given a 



seat for the next available Mass. We can accommodate 130 people per Mass. If we fill the 10:00 a.m. 
Mass quickly and there are more people who want to attend, we will add a Mass on Saturday at 5:15 
p.m. Currently, you do not need to reserve a seat for daily Mass. 
 
Mass Procedures 
Doors will be open for entry 30 minutes before the start of Mass. We will require congregants to wear 
masks for the entirety of their time on the campus and during Mass. Unfortunately, we are not able to 
provide masks for worshipers. We ask everyone to use hand sanitizer immediately upon entry. After 
your name is checked off in the breezeway, you will be led to your seats by a staff member through the 
cafeteria, a few at a time to maintain social distancing. You will not be able choose your own seat and 
cannot change once seated. You will remain there for the entire Mass. Once Mass begins, latecomers 
will not be allowed entry. Words for songs, readings, and prayers will be projected on a screen as we do 
at school Masses. 
 
Holy Communion 
Bishop Guglielmone and other experts have suggested that Communion can be distributed as people 
depart from Mass rather than at the normal time. We will distribute at the end of Mass to minimize 
movement of people during Mass. After the final blessing, staff members will dismiss one row at a time 
through doors into the hallway. Do not leave your row until instructed to do so. Once in the hallway, use 
hand sanitizer and maintain six feet of distance between you and others.  
 
Communion ministers will be outside in the breezeway. They will be wearing masks and will place the 
host in your hand without touching it. They will have hand sanitizer with them in the event they touch 
someone. The communicant receives while still wearing his or her mask, then moves away, lowers the 
mask, and consumes the host. 
 
Communion must be received in the hand—not on the tongue. There will be no exceptions to this. 
 
After receiving Communion, we ask that you proceed to your vehicle immediately and refrain from 
congregating in the parking lot.  
 
Cleaning Procedures 
Public Masses will take place in the school gym to make it easier to clean and disinfect after each Mass. 
We will use a professional company for cleaning of chairs and all utilized spaces, including bathrooms. 
However, we will only be able to clean bathrooms between Masses and not after each use. We are 
committed to making the thoroughness of our cleaning very robust out of a concern for safety. 
 
We are many parts but one body in Christ, no matter how distanced we are from each other. We 
continue to learn new ways that this holds true in these unusual and difficult times. When the day 
comes when we no longer need fear this pandemic virus, we will truly know great joy. Until then, may 
God bless and protect you. 
 
Sincerely, 
Fr. Sandy McDonald, Pastor 
 

Mother of God and our Mother, pray for us to God, the Father of mercies, 
that this great suffering may end and that hope and peace may dawn anew. 

Pope Francis 
 


