
Ignite Faith
Campaign Prayer

Guiding Spirit, You inspired 

our forbearers to build two 

communities of faith to serve 

Your people. We thank You 

for all the blessings of the 

past and all the gifts that You 

continue to shower upon 

us in this our present time 

and place. As we look to the 

future of Christ Our Light, we 

ask that You shape our hearts 

anew to be a generous 

people. May we be a faithful 

people bringing Your light 

and love to all, both now 

and for generations to 

come. Grant us the grace 

to remember that we are 

Your holy temple being built 

together into a dwelling 

place for God. We pray this in 

Your holy name. 

Amen

Spring 2022

Dear Member of Christ Our Light Parish Family,  

As we continue to work through the many challenges of selling our existing 
property, the COVID-19 pandemic, changes in cost estimates, and other 
issues, it is clear the God has been moving us to accomplish something 
great for today and the future.  The signs are evident everywhere.  

We cannot help but be impressed with the commitment of time, talent, 
and treasure, that our parishioners have contributed to building up the 
kingdom of God here in Princeton, Zimmerman, and the surrounding areas 
we serve.

Today, we have a unique opportunity to move forward and to unite our 
faith community on the new campus.  The success of our capital campaign 
will help build Phase One, a multi-purpose space that will immediately 
serve as a temporary worship space, fellowship hall, and education space 
for our children and youth.  More of this is explained on the pages to 
follow.

If we think about how everything we have in life is a gift from our loving 
God, then when we prayerfully and privately consider offering our financial 
commitment to the campaign, we are certain the Lord will help us 
determine how we can best respond to the invitation.  We must remember 
that alone we can do nothing, but together, joining with God, all things are 
possible.  Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of our invitation.

Mary Blattner Don Schleper
Campaign Co-Chair Campaign Co-Chair

Fr. Kevin Anderson Teresa Callison
Pastor Parish Administrator

CHRIST OUR LIGHT CATHOLIC PARISH

Our Goals
+ Grow our Building Fund by $6,150,000 to construct Phase One  
 of our new campus master plan.

+ Invite the broad participation of all registered parishioners   
 and visitors.

+ Build up our Catholic community through this focused effort.



How Will We Be Able To Proceed With Building Phase One?
The success of our Ignite Faith Capital Campaign will enable us to move forward to construct Phase One of our 
new church campus by following some important principles.  To accomplish that, we will:

•  Invite financial commitments from all registered members and visitors.

•  Present the campaign results to parishioners when the campaign concludes.

•  Evaluate the campaign results.

•  Determine the financial ability to proceed with the proposed phase.

•  Take action based on what the results indicate.  
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Site Plan Phase One
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Exterior – Looking Northeast

Exterior – Looking Southeast

“...your light must shine before others, that they may 
see your good deeds and glorify your heavenly Father.”

  Matthew 5:13-16

*Basement windows and walkout are not depicted in this graphic.
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Floor Plan – Seated Gathering Space

Floor Plan – Basement
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“Everyone will have to give an account of 
themselves before God.”  Romans 14:12

Interior – Looking Northeast

Interior – Looking East



What Have We Collected & Spent On The Building Project So Far?
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Building Fund Income Description   Amount

One in the Light Offerings (2017-2022) $2,125,142

Fundraising $148,089

Interest Earnings $43,369

South Campus Property Sales Proceeds (after expenses) $895,126

Total Income raised for building fund $3,211,725

“Where your treasure is, there 
your heart will be also.”  Luke 12:34

Description of Expenses   Amount

Purchase of New Property (107 acres including Parish House) $600,000

Professional Fees and expenses (2014-present) including feasibility study, first and  
second campaign expenses and fees, liturgical designer, architect fees $198,387

Appraisals on North & South $4,200

Parish House Necessary Repairs $10,857

South Sale expenses (including driveway for house, removal of stations from South, 
moving fees, zoning) $22,002

Total Funds invested in project through 1/31/22 $835,446

Construction Cost Estimate  
Includes grading and site development, sewer, water, other utilities, roads, parking, 
curbing, paving, tower, entrance, main level gathering space, chapel, meditation area, 
sacristy, commercial kitchen, restrooms, office space, storage, elevator/stairs, lower-
level classrooms, offices, restrooms, storage, architectural fees, furnishings, equipment, 
permits, legal, fundraising, communications, and a 10% contingency for potential cost 
increases.

$8,400,000

Less Dedicated Funds: Derived from the 2017-2020 “One in the Light” Campaign  
and the sale of the South Campus -$2,250,000

Ignite Faith Capital Campaign Financial Goal $6,150,000



How Can You Offer Your Financial or Professional Support?

Cash Gifts
A contribution of cash or check given immediately or committed during the three-year pledge term (May 1, 2022 
through April 30, 2025) is the simplest way to offer a financial commitment from your assets or income.  If you 
choose to itemize deductions, your commitment to Christ Our Light Catholic Parish could be included each year.   

Electronic Payment of Commitment
Christ Our Light Parish provides automatic Electronic Funds Transfer (EFT) for your convenience.  The EFT process 
is similar to payment programs offered by utilities and health care providers.  Your contribution is automatically 
withdrawn from a regular checking or savings account, but ONLY with your authorization.   

Appreciated Property
You may find that a gift of common stock, bonds, mutual funds, other securities, appreciated property, donor 
advised funds, real estate holdings, a personal residence, a second home, or other land, could offer a significant 
tax savings.  You may be able to avoid the tax on your gains and deduct the value as a charitable contribution.

Age 70.5 or Older – Qualified Charitable Distribution
Age 72 or Older – Required Minimum Distribution
Anyone age 70.5 or older can take a Qualified Charitable Distribution from their Individual Retirement (IRA) 
account.  Those age 72 or older must take a Required Minimum Distribution from their IRA each year.  In either 
situation, you may directly transfer your IRA funds to Christ Our Light Catholic Parish.  Specifically, a donor may 
offer a direct/outright gift each year (in any amount up to $100,000 for individuals and $200,000 for couples) 
from his/her/their IRA account, and the distribution will be excluded from gross income for tax purposes.  Those 
who own a Roth IRA can also benefit from this strategy.

Commodities
For some farmers, offering a contribution of dairy, grain, or livestock rather than cash, can increase the tax 
benefit of the gift.  The tax consequences of the gift differ, depending on whether the donor is an active farmer 
or a landlord.

Employer Matching Funds
We invite you to consult with your employer to determine whether a matching gift from your company can 
double the value of your contribution to our capital campaign. 
 
Contributed Labor and/or Materials
If you are a licensed and bonded contractor, building supplier or a skilled laborer in the construction trades, 
you may wish to contribute a portion or all of your labor and/or materials to help reduce the total cost of the 
building project.  This can also help reduce the financial pledges needed to complete Phase One.   

Good Counsel Is Essential
The information presented is not intended to be legal advice. Your contribution may or may not be tax deduct-
ible, depending on how the tax law impacts your circumstances.  We encourage you to seek the counsel of 
your financial planner and/or tax advisor.  They can help you to determine the most tax-wise method of offering 
your commitment to our capital campaign, while satisfying your financial planning needs.  If you are seeking 
a parish volunteer who can offer more specific guidance, please contact Teresa Callison, Parish Administrator 
at 763-389-2115 or teresac@christourlightmn.org who will help you find volunteer resources to answer your 
questions.  Christ Our Light Parish reserves the right to decline any contribution if it would not be in its best 
interests to accept it.
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What Is An Appropriate Commitment?
This is entirely up to you. As it says in 2 Corinthians 9:7 “Everyone must give according to what they have in-
wardly decided; not sadly, not grudgingly, for God loves a cheerful giver.” 

We are all blessed in different ways, so our financial capacity will vary from person to person. What seems small 
to someone, could be large to another. Give what feels right in your heart and in relation to the blessings God 
has given you.  Remember that ALL commitments regardless of size, when offered after prayer and reflection, 
are most welcome and appreciated. 

For help in determining a commitment appropriate for you, the following chart is presented to give you some 
idea of a sacrificial and meaningful gift. Please consider providing a 10% (optional) investment at the time you 
offer your commitment. These dollars will be put to work in the early stages of our building effort. 

The 36-month pledge payment period will begin May 1, 2022 and conclude April 30, 2025.  A 10% initial 
investment will reduce the weekly, monthly, and yearly amounts in the following chart, which are rounded to 
the nearest dollar.

Gift Plans That We Will Need To Raise
Our Phase One Campaign Goal

Total for Optional Initial 156 Weekly 36 Monthly 3 Annual
 36 Months 10% Payment Payments Payments Payments

$750,000 $75,000 $4,327 $18,750 $225,000 
$500,000 $50,000 $2,885 $12,500     $150,000

 $250,000 $25,000 $1,442 $6,250 $75,000  
 $100,000 $10,000 $577 $2,500 $30,000

$75,000 $7,500 $433 $1,875 $22,500 
 $50,000 $5,000 $288 $1,250 $15,000  
 $30,000 $3,000 $173 $750 $9,000  
 $20,000 $2,000 $115 $500 $6,000
 $10,000 $1,000 $58 $250 $3,000

 $7,500 $750 $43 $188 $2,250
 $6,000 $600 $35 $150 $1,800  

$5,000 $500 $29 $125 $1,500
$3,000 $300 $17 $75 $900                            

How Will You Choose to Let God
Speak Through Your Decision? 

“God is able to provide you with every blessing in abundance, so that you may always have enough of everything 
and may provide in abundance for every good work.”   2 Corinthians 9:8
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To ensure the confidentiality of our capital campaign, we have designed a window envelope with a special 
printed “fabric” on the inside to prevent review of information on the commitment card.  Once you have writ-
ten your decision on the commitment card and sealed the envelope, only your name and address will show 
through the window. The parish Volunteer Visitor will not know your decision. 

PERSONAL AND CONFIDENTIAL
Attention: Father Kevin Anderson

CHRIST OUR LIGHT
CATHOLIC PARISH
804 7th Ave South
Princeton, MN 55371

I/we hereby offer the following 
commitment from:

May 1, 2022 - April 30, 2025

THIS IS A DECLARATION OF INTENTION AND NOT LEGALLY BINDING.

THIS CONTACT TAKEN BY:

Volunteer Visitor’s Name Telephone

Remove this stub and leave it
with your subdivision leader.

2022-2025 Capital Campaign

TOTAL COMMITMENT $_______________
(payable over 36 months) 

AMOUNT ENCLOSED $_______________
paid by q check  q cash  

BALANCE DUE $_______________

I/We plan to offer my/our commitment:
q Weekly      q Monthly      q Other ________________

Please contact me/us to arrange:
q Transfer of stock or securities
q IRA Contribution
q Automated EFT Payment

Sign/Date 

2022-2025 Capital Campaign

TOTAL COMMITMENT $_______________
(payable over 36 months)

AMOUNT ENCLOSED $_______________
paid by q check  q cash 

BALANCE DUE $_______________

I/We plan to offer my/our commitment:
q Weekly      q Monthly      q Other ________________

Please contact me/us to arrange:
q Transfer of stock or securities
q IRA Contribution
q Automated EFT Payment

Retain this portion for your records.

“When God blesses you financially, don’t raise your 
standard of living.  Raise your standard of Giving.” 

Mark Batterson

SAMPLE
confidential envelope

SAMPLE
commitment card



Can’t we reconsider remodeling our North (Princeton) Campus?
Four years ago, the decision was made to unite the Princeton and Zimmerman communities by pur-
chasing land for a new parish campus along County Road 9, immediately east of Highway 169. The site 
is nearly equidistant between Princeton and Zimmerman.  Funds raised in the initial “One in the Light” 
capital campaign were contributed on the premise that they would be directed to the new campus.  In 
addition, the South Campus was sold to produce nearly $900,000 dedicated to the new campus. To 
redirect the funds raised in the first campaign, the sale of the Zimmerman site, and what can be raised 
through our new campaign to maintain the north campus, would be a disservice to those who sacrificed 
and believe a “neutral” location will be the best choice to help unify our parish and provide the space 
for long-term future growth. 

How Will You Be Invited To Offer Your Commitment?

Here are the easy steps:

+ When the Volunteer Visitor telephones you, please establish a convenient time to meet for a brief, non-
pressured, and confidential 10-minute visit. The visitor will not tell you whether to contribute, what you
should contribute, nor will they know of your confidential decision.

+ The brief visit between you and the volunteer can take place in your home, after Mass at church, in the
social hall, before or after religious education classes, in the parish office, or a local coffee shop/restaurant—
anywhere you feel comfortable. The visit should only take a few minutes of your time.

+ You will want to determine your campaign decision before the volunteer arrives for the visit you both will
arrange.

+ Remember that your commitment should be above and beyond your regular weekly support (Sunday
collection) that helps operate our parish.

+ Simply record your commitment on the sample card (see page 9) and you are ready for the volunteer visitor.

+ When the volunteer home visitor arrives, please welcome them in a true spirit of Christian openness. The
volunteer will deliver your personalized commitment card and a confidential security return envelope (see
page 9).

+ Once you have reached your decision, the volunteer will ask you to take a few moments to fill out the
information privately and confidentially on the commitment card.  You will then place the card in the security
envelope (with only your name and address remaining visible) and seal the envelope. This will ensure your
decision is confidential and will not be known by the volunteer.

+ Once you return the completed commitment card (already sealed in the envelope) to the volunteer, they will
forward it to Father Kevin through the campaign reporting process.

+ As a gift for completing your decision and returning it to the volunteer visitor in the confidential en-
velope, the visitor will present you with a beautiful cross handcrafted by parish volunteers from the
pews at St. Pius X in Zimmerman.  It is our way of saying “thank you” for your participation.
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Important Questions For Your Consideration
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Is the North (Princeton) church up for sale and does it need to sell before construction begins?
Yes, the North church is actively for sale. The Phase One building plans are not contingent upon the sale 
of the North church. The sale would be a very positive development and give a boost to the fundraising 
process.  Additionally, the leadership determined at the start of the building project planning that one 
of the church sites would need to be sold before construction could begin on the new property. Now 
that the South campus (Zimmerman) has been sold, our focus is on this new campaign to raise the funds 
needed to start Phase One as soon as possible.  

Is this the time to build, based on the economy?
We have been through many challenges since our planning efforts began many years ago. But we now 
feel it’s time to proceed before costs rise any further. The question is, “how will we consciously choose 
to let God speak through our words and our actions?” Is there no better time than the present, for us to 
offer a commitment to one of the anchors in our life that brings hope and stability – namely Christ Our 
Light Parish?  This effort will represent a positive sign of hope in our collective future.

Will the new construction be environmentally friendly?
Parish leaders are committed to exploring and weighing all options to ensure that the new facility would 
be constructed with a design that is energy-efficient and environmentally sound.     

How much do we have to have in cash before we start?
There is no specific amount that “we must have” in place before proceeding.  Common sense and sound 
business practices dictate that we cannot spend more than we have.  As of January 31, 2022, the bal-
ance of our building fund is $2,250,000 and those funds are currently invested and earning interest. Our 
challenge is to see how much of the $6,150,000 financial goal can be raised, evaluate the results, and 
determine the next steps based on our collective response.   

How much could we finance through a mortgage?
Parish financial leaders indicate that Christ Our Light could service a mortgage of $1,000,000 without 
placing the parish in a serious financial position.

Will we use local talent as subcontractors?
All licensed and bonded local subcontractors (parishioners and non-parishioners) will be invited to bid 
for the work to complete our project.  In addition, through contributed labor and/or materials, we could 
reduce the cost of the overall construction.  Details of these coordinated arrangements will be determined 
as our building process moves forward.

Is this area growing?
Yes, the population growth today and projected for the long term is trending upward.  One only needs to 
witness the construction activity with housing, apartments, commercial businesses, etc. to understand 
that the Highway 169 corridor is a significant link for people to affordably move into the area and travel 
to their employer within reasonable driving distance.

How soon will we build Phase Two?
Rather than one giant leap, our new campus building project master plan must be built in phases.  The 
entire project will be more financially manageable and build a level of confidence by funding and com-
pleting the first phase of our new church campus.  Then we will use that success as a springboard to 
complete the second phase.  This approach will balance fiscal responsibility with forward thinking and is 
the most responsible way to approach our ambitious project.
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Campaign Leadership
Mary Blattner, Co-Chair
Don Schleper, Co-Chair
Father Kevin Anderson, Pastor
Teresa Callison, Parish Administrator

Division Leadership
Mary Beth and Mark Barder
Jane and Derek Bolan
Jill and Forrest Horton
Chris and Steve Koehler
Jerry Peters
Nancy Thielke

Subdivision Leadership

“You will be enriched in every way for great generosity,
which through us will produce thanksgiving to God.”

2 Corinthians 9:11

Lynn Belair
Joe Bogucki
Judy and Bryan Cliche
Olea Dellwo
Martha Friendshuh and Kathy Roy
Lisa Fobbe
Amber Foote
Carrie and Jay Grammond
Kathy Hafften
Kim and Reese Hultman
Teri and Phil Johnson
Stacy and Brad Kelzer

Dan Kreger
Christen Luhman
Karen and Doug Maschler
Marsha and Terry Mason
Peggy and Roger Patten
Peggy and Mike Peltier
Gretchen and Doug Pierce
Megan Senear
Lila Spencer
Mary Kay and Tom Steinke
Annette and John Swirtz
Mary Beth and Brian Torberg


