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NEW TESTAMENT READINGS

Romans 5:1-2, 5-8

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans

Now, since we have been right in God's sight by our faith,


we are at peace with God through our Savior Jesus Christ.

Because of our faith, Christ has brought us


to the grace in which we now stand,

And we confidently and joyfully look forward to the day 

on which we will become all that God has intended for us.

This hope will not leave us disappointed,


because the love of God has been poured out in our hearts,


through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.

At the appointed time, when we were still powerless,


Christ died for us godless people.

It is not easy to die, even for a good person -- though, of course,


for someone really worthy  there might be someone 

prepared to die --but the proof of God's love is that Christ 

died for us, 


even while we were still sinners.




This is the Word of the Lord.

Romans 6: 3-11

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans

Are you not aware 

that we who were baptized into Christ Jesus 
were baptized into his death?  

Through baptism into his death 
we were buried with him, 
so that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 
by the glory of God we too might live a new life.  

If we have been united with him through likeness to his death, 

so shall we be through a like resurrection.  

This we know: our old self was crucified with him
so that the sinful body might be destroyed and we might 
be slaves to sin no longer.  
A person who is dead has been freed from sin.  
If we have died with Christ, 
we believe that we are also to live with Christ.  

We know that Christ, once raised from the dead, 
will never die again; death has no more power over him.  His death was death to sin, once for all; his life for God.  
In the same way, you must consider yourselves dead to sin 
but alive for God in Christ Jesus.







The Word of the Lord.
Romans 8:31-35, 37-39

A reading from Paul’s letter to the Romans

If God is for us, who can be against us? 

Is it possible that God, 


who did not spare Jesus, but gave him up for us,


will likewise give us all things, through him?

Who can possibly bring charges against


those chosen of God?

It is God who justifies . . . Who then shall condemn?

For it is Jesus Christ who intercedes for us.  


Jesus is the one who died, 


the one who was raised from the dead 


and who now sits at God’s right hand.

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? 

Shall trial, or distress, 


or persecution, or famine, 


or nakedness, or peril or the sword? 

No, in all these things we have been gifted


by the One who loves us. 

For I am sure that neither death, nor life, 


nor angels, nor principalities, 


nor things present, nor things to come, 


nor powers, 


nor height, nor depth,


nor any thing else in all creation, 


will ever be able to separate us 

from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

The word of the Lord.
1 Corinthians 12:31-13:8a

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians

But I shall show you a still more excellent way . . .  

If I speak in human and angelic tongues but do not have love, 


I am a resounding gong or a clashing cymbal.  

And if I have the gift of prophecy 



and comprehend all mysteries and all knowledge;  


if I have all faith so as to move mountains, 



but do not have love, I am nothing. 

If I give away everything I own, 


and if I hand my body over so that I may boast, 


but do not have love, I gain nothing.

Love is patient, love is kind.  


It is not jealous, nor conceited, nor proud.  

Love is not rude, 


it does not seek its own interests, 


it is not quick-tempered, 


it does not brood over injury 


or rejoice over wrongdoing, 



but rejoices with the truth.  

Love bears all things, 


believes all things, 


hopes all things, 


endures all things.

Love never fails.







The Word of the Lord.
1 Corinthians 13: 7-10; 12-13

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians

Love bears all things, believes all things, 

hopes all things, endures all things.

Love never fails.  If there are prophecies, 



they will be brought to nothing;  

if tongues, they will cease; 

if knowledge, it will be brought to nothing.  

For we know partially and we prophesy partially, 

but when the perfect comes, 

the imperfect will pass away.

At present, we see indistinctly, as in a mirror, 

but then we shall see face to face.  

At present, I know partially;  

then I shall know fully, as I am fully known. 

There are in the end three things that last:  

faith, hope and love, and the greatest of these is love.





The Word of the Lord.

2  Corinthians 5:1-10

A reading from the second letter of Paul to the Corinthians

We know that when this earthly tent 

that we live in is taken down, 


when we die and leave these bodies,

we will have a home in heaven, 

an eternal body made for us by God 

and not by human hands.  
We grow weary in our present bodies,

and we long for the day when we will put on our heavenly 

bodies like new clothing.  

For we will not be spirits without bodies, 

but we will put on new heavenly bodies. 
Our dying bodies make us groan and sigh, 

but it’s not that we want to die and have no bodies at all.  
We want to slip into our new bodies so that these dying bodies 

will be swallowed up by everlasting life.  
God has prepared us for this, 

and as a guarantee God has given us the Holy Spirit.  

So we are always confident, 

even though we know that as long as we live in these 

bodies we are not at home with the Lord.  
That is why we live by believing and not by seeing.  
Yes, we are fully confident, 

and we would rather be away from these bodies, 

for then we will be at home with the Lord.  
So our aim is to please God always, 

whether we are here in this body 
or away from this body.  
The Word of the Lord.  
Colossians 3:12-17

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Colossians

Put on then, 


as God's chosen ones, holy and beloved, 



heartfelt compassion, kindness, 



humility, gentleness, and patience, 



bearing with one another 


and forgiving one another 



if one has a grievance against another.

As the Lord has forgiven you, 


so must you also do.

And over all of these, put on love – 


that is, the bond of perfection. 

And let the peace of Christ control your hearts, 


the peace into which you were also called 

in one body.  And be thankful.

Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, 


as in all wisdom 



you teach and admonish one another, 



singing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs 



with gratitude in your hearts to God.  

And whatever you do, in word or deed, 


do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, 


giving thanks to God through him.







The Word of the Lord.

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Thessalonians

We would have you be clear, sisters and brothers, 

about those who have fallen asleep in death.  
Otherwise you might yield to grief like those who have no hope.

For if we believe that Jesus died and rose, 

God will bring forth with him from the dead 

those also who have fallen asleep believing in him.

We say to you, as if the Christ the Lord himself had said it, 

that we who live, 

who survive until his coming, 

will in no way have an advantage 

over those who have fallen asleep. 
No, the Lord will come down from heaven at the word of 

command, at the sound of the archangel’s voice and God’s 

trumpet; and those who have died in Christ will rise first. 
And we will all be with the Lord forever.

Therefore, console one another with these words. 








The Word of the Lord.

2 Timothy 4:6-8,17-18

A reading from the second letter to Timothy

For I am already being poured out like a libation, 

and the time of my departure is at hand. 
I have competed well, I have finished the race.
I have kept the faith. 
From now on the crown of righteousness awaits me 

which the Lord, the just judge, 

will award to me on that day; 

and not only me, 

but to all who have longed for God’s appearance. 
But the Lord stood by me and gave me strength 

so that through me the proclamation might be completed 
and all the Gentiles might hear it. 
And I was rescued from the lion’s mouth. 
The Lord will rescue me form every evil threat 

and will bring me to the heavenly kingdom. 
To God be glory forever and ever. Amen.

The Word of the Lord.
James 2:14-17; 3: 13,18

A reading from the letter of James

What good is it, my brothers and sisters,


if you say you have faith but do not have works?

Can faith save you?

If a sister or brother is naked and lacks daily food, 

and one of you says to them,



"Go in peace; keep warm and eat your fill,"


and yet you do not supply their bodily needs,


what is the good of that?

So faith by itself, if it has no works, is dead.

Who is wise and understanding among you?

Show by your good life that your works 

are done with gentleness born of wisdom.

A harvest of righteousness is sown in peace 

for those who make peace.






The Word of the Lord.

1 John 3:1-2

A reading from the first letter of John

See what love God has bestowed on us 


that we may be called children of God.  


Yet so we are.

The reason the world does not know us


is that it did not know God.

Beloved, we are God's children now;  


what we shall be has not yet been revealed.  

We do know that when it is revealed, 


we shall be like God, for we shall see God as God is.








The Word of the Lord.
1 John 4:7-12

A reading from the first letter of John

Beloved, 
let us love one another, 


because love is of God;  

Everyone who loves 


is begotten by God and knows God.  

Whoever is without love 


does not know God, for God is love.  

In this way the love of God was revealed to us:  


God sent Jesus into the world, 


God's own son, 



so that we might have life through him.  
In this is love:  


not that we have loved God, 


but that God loved us and sent Jesus, 



as expiation for our sins. 

Beloved, 
if God so loved us, 


we also must love one another.

No one has ever seen God.  


Yet, if we love one another, 


God remains in us, 



and God's love is brought to perfection in us.







The Word of the Lord.
