
 

 

Blessed Trinity – Saint John Evangelist 
Joint Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes 

November 30, 2023  6:00 PM   Blessed Trinity Church Hall 
 
Blessed Trinity Council Members Present: Deb Hasler, Terry Rotter, Kelly Jens, Sarah Schueffner, Jim 
Klich, Sandy Jordan, Chris Audino, Scott Birenbaum, Mary Jo Schultz, Sam Steckbauer, Tim Woodworth, 
Mason Klahn and Fr. Jonathon Schmeckel 
 
Saint John Evangelist Council Members Present: Bridgitt Zielke, Norma Horne, Paul Garni, Rita Gast, 
Nick Cinquepalmi, Rich Tauferner, Steve O’Neil, Rick Michaletz and Fr. Jonathon Schmeckel 
Excused Absence:  Antoinette Sarafin, Michael Pellegrino and Carol Marksteiner 
 
Opening Prayer: Sarah Schueffner 
 
Committee Presentation – Director of Liturgy & Music, Zach Holzer 
  Zach shared that the choirs are preparing for the Christmas season. The number of choir 
members are stable (SJE 11, BT 25) but most members are older so there is a need to recruit additional 
people at both parishes. There is an active Children’s Choir at SJE. Zach shared that there are wonderful 
musicians who give lots of time and effort to the music at church. He is grateful for the organist who 
plays some days for the weekday Masses. He is also pleased that there are a couple subs who are willing 
to fill in as needed. Zach has also noticed that there are not many younger liturgical musicians. He is 
looking to contact some local college programs to see if there are any musicians willing to work with 
him. Zach is thankful for the support of the musical program at both parishes.  
    
Approval of Agenda: 
   Rich Tauferner moved to approve the agenda.   Rita Gast seconded it.  
 
Approval of Joint Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes – September 27, 2023 

  Minutes were approved at previous council meetings.  
 

Approval of Blessed Trinity Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes – October 26, 2023 
  Deb Hasler moved to approve the minutes.  Sam Steckbauer seconded it. Minutes approved as 
written.  

 
Approval of Saint John Evangelist Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes – October 25, 2023 

  Fr. Schmeckel moved to approve the minutes.  Rick Michaletz seconded it. Minutes approved 
with one correction on the spelling of Steve O’Neil’s name.   

 
 
Old Business:  

• Eucharist Adoration Update/Eucharistic Congress 
The Eucharist Adoration has been going well so far. Parishioners will continue to be encouraged 
to attend when they are able. The Eucharistic Congress will be July 17 – 21, 2024 in Indianapolis, 
IN. An event like this happens once every generation and a half and offers many wonderful 
opportunities for Mass, speakers, and breakout sessions. It would be ideal if each parish would 
have a representative attend. There is a cost for the event besides the travel out of state so it is 
understood that this may not be possible. There will be information in both parish bulletins this 
weekend. 
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New Business:  

 Advent gift for parishioners – Advent 2023 My Daily Visitor 
500 copies of the Advent book were ordered and paid for by two parishioners. The book 
includes daily reflections for Advent and it is hoped that this will encourage parishioners to pray 
and reflect during Advent. The books will be available at BT and SJE. Pastoral Council members 
will be handing out the books after Masses this weekend. 

 Life Fair Request  
Mary Jo Widder, part of the Human Concerns Commission, asked the BT Pastoral Council to 
consider the approval to have a Pro-Life fair. The fair is geared toward families and can be 
offered in a variety of ways. After more thought, it was felt that the fair could be offered at both 
churches, or as a joint event. Through our discussions a few questions came up, like the timing 
of the fair, welcoming the public to the event, and the basic structure of the event. The power 
point with information on the fair will be sent to Gretchen who can forward it to SJE council 
members. Deb will check to see if the fair will be hosted by another group close by that we 
could attend and see exactly what it entails. After gathering more information, we will discuss it 
further at the next joint meeting. 

 Social Welcome for Seminarian Jacob Bruns 
The Pastoral Councils will host a welcoming event for Jacob. Steve and Sarah will work on 
planning the event after talking to Fr. Schmeckel about a weekend in January when Jacob is 
available. 

 Esto Vir Men’s Conference – March 2, 2024 
This one-day conference will be held in Green Bay. It will offer speakers, time for confessions 
and Mass. If enough people are interested, carpools or a bus could be organized. 

 Blessed Trinity Elevator Construction 
Blessed Trinity has been working to replace the old lift. The final arrangements are being made 
and work will begin around the first part of the year. Construction will last 4-5 months. During 
construction there will be noise and extra dust so Tuesday and Thursday Masses may not be 
able to be held at Blessed Trinity. These could possibly be moved to Saint John Evangelist. 
Funerals may also need to be moved to Saint John Evangelist. Another project going on at 
Blessed Trinity is a new bathroom in the CLC. It should be completed in the next two weeks. 

 Catholic Schools Dinner 
Father Schmeckel met with Auxiliary Bishop Schuerman lately. He mentioned that we can 
support Catholic education by attending the Catholic Schools dinner. This dinner helps to make 
Catholic education available. Our parishes would like to explore Catholic education options and 
attending the dinner may be a good beginning. 

Administrator’s Report – Fr. Schmeckel 
- Seminarian Jacob Bruns has been working with the servers at both parishes. He has helped to 

build their confidence and be a great resource for them. 
- Justin Spaeth is a candidate in the Deacon formation program. He will be supporting both 

parishes.  
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- In January a Tuesday night Mass will be offered. During this Mass everyone, including the priest, 
will face the altar for the Eucharistic Prayer. At this time the priest will ‘lead’ people in prayer. 
The Mass will be at Blessed Trinity starting at 6:00 PM. 

 
Agenda Items for Next Meeting  

- Life Fair 

Prayer Intentions and Closing Prayer – Fr. Schmeckel 
 
Adjournment:  7:30 PM 
 
• Important Dates:  

• January 25 – Blessed Trinity Pastoral Council 
• January 28 – Winterfest at Saint John Evangelist 
• January 31 – Saint John Evangelist Pastoral Council 
• February 28 – Joint Council Meal/Meeting at Saint John Evangelist 
• March 16 – Blessed Trinity Trivia Night  

 


