
St. John Evangelist and Blessed Trinity Parishes 
Joint Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, October 21, 2021 
 

Present: Blessed Trinity: Lynn Walvoort, Chris Audino, Sandy Jordan, Deb Hasler, Judy Woelfel, 
Sarah Schueffner, Ruth Paul, Mary Waitkus, Kelly Jens, Terry Rotter, Donna Stieghorst, Jessica 
Jensen, Gretchen Rau (Youth Representative)   
St. John Evangelist: Tom Reilly, Tony Serafin, Norma Horne, Lynn Miller 
 
Opening Prayer & Reflection: Judy Woelfel 
 
Introduction of Councils/Dinner/Fellowship: Deb Hasler & Tom Reilly 
 
Review and Approve 10/21/21 Meeting Agenda: Chris Audino motioned to approve the 
Agenda. Ruth Paul seconded it. Agenda approved. 
 
Review and Approve 11/19/19 Joint PC Meeting Minutes: Lynn Miller motioned to approve 
the minutes. Judy Woelfel seconded it. Minutes approved as written. 
 
Parish Renewal Retreat: Chris Audino (That Man Is You) 

• The Parish Renewal Retreat will be held November 4, 5, and 6. 

• The retreat is being advertised in many ways with posters, flyers, bulletin 
announcements, video, Mass appeal, postcard mailing, Archdiocese notification, and 
banner in front of church. 

• The Knights of Columbus in the county have been notified to spread the word of the 
retreat. 

• The program will be different each night. 

• There was a question about nursery availability and if the event will be family friendly. 
Chris will look into these questions and share his findings. It was also shared that 
families should feel free to stay as long as they can. If you need to leave early, that is 
fine. 

• There was also a question if there can be more specifics shared on topics for each night. 
Terry said that the speaker has not shared specifics on the nights’ information, but he is 
known for being a very engaging speaker.  

• Light snacks will be served on Thursday and Friday before the program. A small 
sandwich will be served on Saturday before the program. 
 

Catholic Life Center: Mary Waitkus 

• The Catholic Life Center offers programs and activities that promote the spiritual, social, 
and emotional well-being of the parishioners.  

• The Catholic Life Center offers programs like walking, card parties, coffee socials, and 
movies. 

• They also offer video series’ like The Chosen and The Search.  

• They offered The Chosen video series during the time students are attending Religious 
Education class in hopes that some parents may choose to attend while their child(ren) 
are in class. 

• The Catholic Life Center keeps adding programs based on the needs/wants of the 
parishioners. Some program ideas for the future are marriage topics and health topics.  
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• John and Mary have joined forces with other adult formation staff in parishes in the 
county. They will share resources and activities.  

• The Catholic Life Center is also helping to support a new young adult group forming in 
the county.  
 

Joint Parish Activities: Deb Hasler 

• Blessed Trinity (BT) will participate in the Holiday Parade in Sheboygan Falls on 
December 4 at 4:30 PM. Parishioners are invited to walk/ride along the parade route. 
Children are invited to be a part of the parade as well. The parade committee invited St. 
John Evangelist (SJE) parishioners to be part of the parade. BT asked SJE if they would 
like to be included in handouts that include Mass times which will be passed out to 
those attending the parade. SJE would like to be included. Jessica Jensen will contact 
Tom Reilly with details on the handout. 

• There was a discussion on the past joint Evangelization Committee. BT currently has an 
Evangelization committee. Both parishes would like to see this committee work 
together with both parishes. 

• Tom Reilly shared that promoting activities between both parishes may be the first step. 
Activities and events can be promoted by each parish though bulletins, webpages, apps, 
etc. The next step would be to plan activities and events jointly.  

• Jessica Jensen suggested that a section be highlighted in each church’s bulletin to 
promote each other’s events. Sandy Jordan and Gretchen Free (SJE Secretary) can share 
information.  

• Council members are encouraged to be good role models in attending these events. 
 

Attendance at Masses: Deb Hasler 

• Both parishes discussed how we promote Mass attendance. 

• SJE – They see the importance of getting families to Mass together and are trying to find 
ways to do this. They would like to see the gifts brought up by families and will be 
reaching out to religious education families to sign up. Lighting of the Advent candle 
would be another way get families involved. They also do a Children’s Choir on 
Christmas Eve which is well received. They are finding that they need to approach 
families with these opportunities in order for them to get involved. 

• BT – They had intended to use the large screens in front of church to spotlight members 
of the parish. First Communion students were going to be the first ones to be 
spotlighted but this was delayed due to Mass shutdowns. The Spotlights will start in 
February. BT also sends birthday and wedding anniversary cards to parishioners 
expressing well wishes on their special day. 
 

Schedule next Joint Pastoral Council Meeting 

• The next Joint Pastoral Council Meeting will be held in June and will be hosted at SJE. SJE 
Pastoral Council will schedule a date and inform BT Pastoral Council. 
 

Closing Prayer: Judy Woelfel 


