
 

 

Blessed Trinity Parish 
Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes 

March 23, 2023  6:30 PM   Catholic Life Center-Parish Meeting Room 
 
Present: Deb Hasler, Kelly Jens, Sarah Schueffner, Chris Audino, Liz Holtz, Jim Klich, Tim Woodworth, 
Terry Rotter, Sandy Jordan, and Fr. Jonathon Schmeckel 
Excused Absence: Ruth Paul, Kris Raeder, Judy Woelfel, Mason Klahn, and Hadley Heimerman 
 
Opening Prayer/Reflection: Fr. Jonathon Schmeckel 
 
Committee Presentation – Stewardship/Community Building: Marty Jens 
   Marty Jens shared that the committee’s main project was the gathering area in church. They 
looked at ways to revamp, declutter and organize the space. They wanted to create a more welcoming 
and user-friendly space.  They spent months researching, discussing, pricing, and talking about 
possibilities. They had a meeting with the heads of specific committees to gather their input. These were 
groups that display information pertaining to their ministry or use the area for another purpose. This 
project came to a halt once they found out that the entrance area might be remodeled. They continued 
with their other ministries of mentoring (welcoming new members), promoting adult, family, and junior 
greeters, and the Lenten Prayer Buddy Program. In October, they sponsored a Social Sunday for all new 
members that joined our parish as of January. Invitations were sent out for them to join us after Mass. 
Financial Stewardship Commitment weekend was promoted through bulletin articles and 
announcements. Each weekend leading up to the Time & Talent Commitment weekend, there was 
information about each of the main ministries presented on the screen as a PowerPoint prior to Mass. 
This was meant to give our parishioners a better understanding of what they do and to spark interest in 
joining one. A flyer was also included in the bulletin. One of our new goals is to use the technology that 
we have by sharing information, highlighting upcoming events, and promoting our ministries by putting 
it on the screen before Mass. This will help minimize the number of verbal announcements.  This is just 
in the planning stage. The liaisons of each committee are asked to help promote this with their 
committees. Liaisons should pass this information on to their committee and then pass any feedback to 
the Stewardship Committee. Any other new ideas for the Stewardship Committee to consider would be 
appreciated. 
 
Approval of Agenda: 
 Chris Audino moved to approve the agenda. Fr. Schmeckel seconded it. Agenda approved. 
 
Approval of Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes – February 23, 2023 

Fr. Schmeckel moved to approve the minutes. Chris Audino seconded it. Minutes approved as 
written.  

 
Committee Reports 
Committee reports were emailed to the Council members before the meeting. Council members had an 
opportunity to ask questions to the liaisons at the meeting. 

 Evangelization & Formation: 
o Evangelization – Sarah Schueffner 
o Religious Education/Youth & Young Adult Ministry – Kelly Jens 
o Youth Representatives – Hadley Heimerman and Mason Klahn 

 Catholic Life Center – Jim Klich and Mason Klahn  
 Human Concerns – Liz Holtz 
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 Liturgy – Judy Woelfel 
 Stewardship/Community Building – Ruth Paul 
 Building Committee – Tim Woodworth 
 Finance Council – Terry Rotter/Chris Audino/Kris Raeder 
 Archdiocese Planning/Deanery – Deb Hasler 

 
Old Business:  

• Pastoral Council Retreat– Fr. Schmeckel 
No update at this time. 

• Update on Youth Pastoral Council Representative Nominations/Discernment - Tim Woodworth 
Fr. Schmeckel, Sandy and Tim met and came up with dates to meet with the high school classes. 
Tim and Mason will meet with the high school students in April and explain that there are two 
openings for youth representatives. May 10 will be the discernment with the interested 
students.  

• Update on Adult Pastoral Council Representative Nominations/Discernment – Tim Woodworth 
Sandy, Liz, and Tim met to discuss what needs to be done for the adult nominations and 
discernment. There will be an article listed in the bulletin as well as verbal announcements read 
during the April 15/ 16 weekend. Council witness statements will be given on April 22 (Sarah)/23 
(Liz) and April 29 (Tim)/30 (Kelly) weekends. A nominee gathering is scheduled for May 24, and 
discernment is scheduled for May 31. Nominations will close April 30. 

• Update on Parish Trustee Nomination/Election – Sandy/Fr. Schmeckel 
Dates for the Trustee Nomination and/or Election will be in May. The information will be 
published in the bulletin. Terry Rotter (1st Term): if nominated, can run for another term. If 
others come forward, there will be an election. 

• Feast of the Most Holy Trinity on Sunday, June 4 – Update - Ruth Paul 
No update at this time. 

   
New Business:  

 Stewardship Commission Request – Ruth Paul 
This was discussed during Marty Jens’ report. 

 Thoughts from Parishioners – Deb Hasler 
- Status of lift/elevator –The repairs are in process for the lift. The workers have been here a 

few times trying to get it fixed. The lift will be repaired so there is something to use until the 
elevator is put in. We are waiting on information back from contractors on the elevator. 

- Gifts for parishioners – There was a concern that the money spent on the Advent/Lent bags 
and treats could be spent in better ways. The Council will be sure to be mindful of how 
money is being spent. We will look for additional feedback on the bags and use that to help 
guide our future decisions.  

- Mass times – Parishioners have been wondering if Mass times will be changing. Fr. 
Schmeckel is considering this, and more information will come in the next few months. 

Administrator’s Report – Fr. Schmeckel 
- At next month’s Pastoral Council meeting we will begin a Mass schedule evaluation. There 

are many things to consider and are asked to bring ideas to the next meeting. Fr. Schmeckel 
will be discussing this with the BT Pastoral Council and the SJE Pastoral Council. Fr. 
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Schmeckel’s initial thought is that any changes to Mass times will start at the beginning of 
the new calendar year. 

- Holy Thursday – Fr. Schmeckel is looking for six Blessed Trinity representatives to join six St. 
John Evangelist representatives for the feet washing during Holy Thursday Mass. Let Sandy 
know if you are available. 

- The Archbishop notified priests that communion from the cup can come back. We will need 
to think about how/when/if to bring that back. There are many things to consider when 
making this decision. 

Prayer Intentions and Closing Prayer – Fr. Schmeckel 
 
Adjournment: 7:40 PM 
 
• Important Dates:  

• Next Pastoral Council Meeting: April 27, 2023  6:30 pm 
o Opening Prayer: Jim Klich 
o Committee Presentation: Human Concerns– Mary Jo Widder 

• Next Social: Saturday, May 13, 2023 Evangelization - Sarah Schueffner/Bulletin Article to Sandy  
 by May 1 
• Adult Pastoral Discernment: May 31 
• Meet & Greet Schedule: https://www.signupgenius.com/go/904094DA4A72BA3F94-meet 


