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"Train up a child in the way they should go and in the end they will not turn from it." 
Proverbs 22:6
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Descr ipt ion

6TH GRADE 
ACADEMIC SUPPORT COURSE T ITLE

Students  w i l l  have  a  s tudy  hal l  per iod  where  they  w i l l  have  t ime to  work  on
homework  and/or  pro jec ts ,  as  wel l  as  rece ive  academic  support  f rom a
teacher ,  i f  they  choose .  

Descr ipt ion

6TH GRADE 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS COURSE T ITLE

Students  w i l l  explore  and expand the i r  knowledge  o f  academic  Engl i sh .  There
wi l l  be  endless  opportun i t i es  to  develop  and master  a l l  the  areas  o f  ELA
inc lud ing  read ing  a  var ie ty  o f  genres ,  in terpret ing  text ,  and
learn ing/pract i c ing  s t rateg ies  o f  a  good reader .  S tudents  w i l l  read a  var ie ty
of  shor t  se lec t ions  as  wel l  as  the  novels  Maniac  Magee  by  Jer ry  Sp ine l l i  and
The  Mag ic ian ’ s  Nephew  by  C .S .  Lewis .  There  w i l l  be  weekly  spel l ing  lessons
and vocabulary  development .  A l l  o f  these  academic  lessons  w i l l  be
approached wi th  a  var ie ty  o f  act iv i t i es  inc lud ing  ind iv idual/group work
involv ing  c reat ive  express ion  w i th  sk i t s  and pro jec ts .  There  w i l l  be  many
opportun i t i es  for  wr i t ing  development  w i th  focus  on  the  6+1 Wr i t ing  Tra i t s ,
spec ia l  focus  on  Vo ice  and Convent ions .  (Wh i le  a l l  t ra i t s  w i l l  be  addressed ,
there  w i l l  be  a  spec ia l  focus  on  two of  the  t ra i t s  in  each  grade ,  6-8 . )
S tudents  w i l l  a lso  do  a  research  pro jec t  and have  an  in t ro  to  debate .
Students  w i l l  have  many  opportun i t i es  for  publ i c  speak ing  cu lminat ing  w i th
the  annual  SJA  Speech  Contest  in  the  spr ing  for  grades  6-8.  A l l  the
exper iences  in  th i s  c lass  w i l l  p rov ide  the  opportun i ty  to  see  God ’s  message
and l i ve  the  v i r tues  that  are  an  essent ia l  par t  o f  the  exper ience  at  SJA .  
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Sixth grade courses
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Descr ipt ion

6TH GRADE 
L IBRARY COURSE T ITLE

Students  w i l l  learn  l ib rary  sk i l l s  important  to  gather ing  in format ion  in  pr in t
and d ig i ta l  formats .  Var ious  authors  and genres  w i l l  be  explored .  S tudents
wi l l  complete  a  research  pro jec t  and learn  to  evaluate  and se lect  re levant
in format ion .  Copyr ight  and d ig i ta l  c i t i zensh ip  w i l l  be  s t ressed  as  wel l  as
c i t ing  sources .  
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Descr ipt ion

6TH GRADE 
MATH COURSE T ITLE

Students  invest igate  rat ios ,  rates ,  and percents  and so lve  problems
involv ing  proport ional  re lat ionsh ips .  They  cont inue  to  develop  the i r
unders tand ing  o f  d iv i s ion  where  f ract ions  are  involved .  The  s tudents  w i l l  use
pos i t i ve  and negat ive  numbers  to  descr ibe  quant i t i es  and order  these
numbers  and the i r  absolute  values  f rom least  to  greatest  or  p lace  them on a
number  l ine .  In  the  geometry  por t ion  o f  the  course ,  they  w i l l  invest igate
area ,  sur face  area  and volume of  shapes  and so l ids  that  involve  rec tangles
and t r iangles  ( inc lud ing  pr i sms  and pyramids ) .  S tudents  w i l l  use  var iables  to
create  equat ions  that  model  re lat ionsh ips  between two quant i t i es .
Add i t ional ly ,  they  w i l l  invest igate  propert ies  o f  mult ip l i cat ion  and add i t ion
and demonst rate  how these  propert ies  a l low mathemat i c ians  to  c reate
equ ivalent  express ions .
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Descr ipt ion

6TH GRADE 
P.E . COURSE T ITLE

Object ives  o f  Phys i ca l  Educat ion  at  S t .  John ’ s  Academy inc lude  p lay ing
games ,  get t ing  s tudents  mov ing ,  and bu i ld ing  a  foundat ion  for  l i f e long ,
heal thy  phys i ca l  act iv i ty .  S tudents  are  engaged in  the  ob jec t ives  through
lessons  to  bu i ld  the  s tudents ’  learn ing  and sk i l l s  in  three  domains :
psychomotor  (body ) ,  cogn i t i ve  (b ra in )  and af fec t ive  wh ich  focuses  on  the
students ’  fee l ings ,  at t i tudes  and values .  Lessons  and assessments  are
implemented  based  on  North  Dakota ’ s  Phys i ca l  Educat ion  Standards  for  the
appropr iate  grade  leve l .
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Descr ipt ion

6TH GRADE 
MUSIC COURSE T ITLE

Students  w i l l  learn  about  d i f fe rent  genres  o f  mus i c ,  mus i c  h i s tory  and mus ic
theory .  S tudents  w i l l  learn  fundamental  concepts  in  mus i c  theory  such  as
read ing  and wr i t ing  mus i c  notat ion ,  major  and minor  scales ,  mus i c  in tervals
and key  mus i c  vocabulary  te rms  such  as  dynamics ,  tempo,  form,  melody ,
meter ,  and rhythm.  C lassroom act iv i t i es  w i l l  combine  foundat ional  mus i c
theory  w i th  compos i t ion  wr i t ing  and per formance  on  s imple  p i t ched  or  non-
p i tched  ins t ruments .  The  c lass  w i l l  a lso  explore  ins t ruments  o f  the  orchest ra
and percuss ion  ins t ruments  found in  cu l tures  throughout  the  wor ld  by
l i s ten ing  to  and analyz ing  wor ld  mus i c .
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Descr ipt ion

6TH GRADE 
RELIGION COURSE T ITLE

The  focus  o f  the  6th  grade  Rel ig ion  textbook  i s  The  Word  o f  God in  the  Old
Testament .  S tudents  w i l l  learn  how the  Old  Testament  i s  t imeless  and
appl ies  to  the i r  da i ly  l i ves  as  they  l i ve  in  re lat ionsh ip  w i th  Jesus .  S tudents
wi l l  ga in  knowledge  o f  our  Fa i th  and L i turgy ,  the  v i r tues ,  moral  format ion
through the  10  Commandments ,  prayer  l i f e ,  miss ion/char i ty  work ,  and how
to  turn  to/ t rust  in  God in  l i f e ’ s  chal lenges  that  are  spec i f i c  fo r  a  6th  grader .
Th i s  w i l l  be  accompl i shed  as  s tudents  at tend weekly  Mass ,  par t i c ipate  in
c lassroom d iscuss ions  and pro jec ts ,  have  da i ly  prayer  throughout  the  school
day  inc lud ing  a  da i ly  decade  o f  the  Rosary ,  and per form acts  o f  serv i ce
wi th in  our  school  and communi ty .  Th i s  re l ig ion  c lass  exper ience  i s  des igned
to  he lp  6th  grade  s tudents  cont inue  the i r  re lat ionsh ip  w i th  God so  to  car ry  i t
w i th  them as  a  foundat ion  for  the  res t  o f  the i r  l i ves .
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Descr ipt ion

6TH GRADE 
SCIENCE COURSE T ITLE

Grade  6  Sc ience  i s  bu i l t  on  the  5th  grade  sc ience  cur r i cu lum and cons i s ts  o f
an  ins t ruct ional  f ramework  that  in tegrates  phys i cs ,  chemist ry ,  ear th  sc ience ,
ast ronomy,  and b io logy .  S tudents  w i l l  uncover  preconcept ions  w i th
format ive  assessment  sc ience  probes .
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Descr ipt ion

6TH GRADE 
WORLD HISTORY COURSE T ITLE

Th is  course  beg ins  w i th  a  s tudy  o f  anc ient  wor ld  h i s tory .  Th i s  a l lows
students  to  learn  about  the  h i s tory  o f  anc ient  c i v i l i zat ions ,  geography ,  ear ly
economy,  the  f i r s t  forms  o f  government ,  and ways  o f  l i f e .  Th i s  s tudy  w i l l
g ive  s tudents  a  bet ter  unders tand ing  o f  how the  modern  wor ld  developed by
al lowing  the  d i scovery  o f  how the  contr ibut ions  o f  anc ient  people  impact  the
wor ld  today .  The  course  w i l l  focus  on  the  f i r s t  d i scover ies  o f  humans ,  ear ly
c iv i l i zat ions  in  Mesopotamia  and Egypt ,  Anc ient  Ind ia  and Ch ina ,  Anc ient
Greece  and Rome before  mov ing  in to  the  s tudy  o f  ear ly  Amer i can  cul tures
and Europe .  
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Descr ipt ion

7TH GRADE 
BIBLE  T IMELINE COURSE T ITLE

T imel ine  o f  Salvat ion  h i s tory  w i l l  take  the  7th  graders  through the  major
events  and dates  found in  the  B ib le ,  g iv ing  s tudents  a  deeper  look  in to  God ' s
sav ing  act iv i ty  throughout  the  h i s tory  o f  the  wor ld .  7th  Grade  B ib le  T imel ine
i s  a  one-semester  course .
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Seventh grade courses

Descr ipt ion

7TH GRADE 
ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS COURSE T ITLE

I n  7th  grade ,  s tudents  w i l l  take  the i r  knowledge  o f  academic  Engl i sh  to  a
deeper  leve l  and wi l l  use  se l f-re f lec t ion  and goal  set t ing  to  take  ownersh ip
of  the i r  learn ing .  S tudents  w i l l  exper ience  a  var ie ty  o f  l i te rary  works  that
wi l l  inc lude  many  genres ,  inc lud ing  mult imed ia  and the  novels  Sounder  by
Wi l l iam A.  Armstrong ,  A Long Walk  to  Water  by  L inda Sue  Park ,  and The  L ion ,
the  Wi tch ,  and  the  Wardrobe  by  C .S .  Lewis .  S tudents  w i l l  in teract  w i th  the
texts  in  a  var ie ty  o f  ways  both  through independent  s tudy  and group work .
Students  w i l l  engage  in  d i scuss ion  and debate  and there  w i l l  be  many
opportun i t i es  for  wr i t ing  development  w i th  focus  on  the  6+1 Wr i t ing  Tra i t s ,
spec ia l  focus  on  Ideas  and Word  Cho ice .  (Wh i le  a l l  t ra i t s  w i l l  be  addressed ,
there  w i l l  be  a  spec ia l  focus  on  two of  the  t ra i t s  in  each  grade  6-8. )
S tudents  w i l l  do  a  research  pro jec t .  S tudents  w i l l  have  many  opportun i t i es
for  publ i c  speak ing  cu lminat ing  w i th  the  annual  SJA  Speech  Contest  in  the
spr ing  for  grades  6-8.  A l l  the  exper iences  in  th i s  c lass  w i l l  p rov ide  the
opportun i ty  to  see  God ’s  message  and l i ve  the  v i r tues  that  are  an  essent ia l
part  o f  the  exper ience  at  SJA .  
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Descr ipt ion

7TH GRADE 
HEALTH COURSE T ITLE

Students  w i l l  assess  and develop  l i fe  sk i l l s  w i th  an  added emphas i s  on
dec i s ion-mak ing  and re fusal  sk i l l s .  S tudents  are  engaged in  character
bu i ld ing  and hands  on  act iv i t i es  as  they  explore  top ics  such  as  goal  set t ing ,
bu i ld ing  se l f  es teem,  phys i ca l  f i tness ,  nut r i t ion ,  phys i ca l ,  mental  and
emot ional  heal th .

Descr ipt ion

7TH GRADE 
L IFE  SCIENCE COURSE T ITLE

L i fe  Sc ience  br ings  sc ience  o f f  o f  the  page  and beyond the  four  wal ls  o f  the
c lassroom -  in to  the  exc i t ing  wor ld  in  wh ich  we l i ve  w i th  a  weal th  o f
resources .  I t  goes  much  fur ther  as  i t  d ives  deep in to  the  inc red ib le  natural
phenomena al l  around us  to  spark  s tudents ’  imag inat ion  and insp i re  success .
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Descr ipt ion

7TH GRADE 
MATH,  ACCELERATED COURSE T ITLE

Th is  course  i s  des igned to  prepare  s tudents  to  take  Algebra  I  as  an  8th
grader .  I t  weaves  together  concepts  t rad i t ional ly  taught  in  both  Math  7  and
Math  8 .  In  th i s  course ,  s tudents  evaluate  complex  express ions  that  involve
integers ,  dec imals ,  and f ract ions  and s impl i fy  a lgebra i c  express ions .  They
wr i te  and so lve  equat ions  w i th  var iables  on  both  s ides  o f  the  equal  s ign ,
inc lud ing  equat ions  w i th  spec ia l  so lut ions  (no  so lut ion  and in f in i te ly  many
solut ions ) .  In  add i t ion  to  equat ions ,  s tudents  c reate  and so lve  inequal i t i es
that  model  real  wor ld  s i tuat ions ,  wh i le  a lso  in terpret ing  the  so lut ion .
Students  work  w i th  express ions  that  involve  pos i t i ve  and negat ive  exponents
and sc ient i f i c  notat ion .  They  examine  what  i t  means  for  two quant i t i es  to  be
in  a  proport ional  re lat ionsh ip  us ing  tables ,  g raphs ,  and equat ions .
Per fec t ing  the i r  knowledge  o f  percentages ,  they  now use  percentages  to  f ind
percent  o f  change ,  tax ,  t ips ,  markups ,  d i scounts ,  in terest ,  commiss ions ,  and
percent  e r ror .  They  beg in  the i r  explorat ion  o f  l inear  re lat ionsh ips ,  g raph ing
l ines  us ing  a  table  and d i rec t ly  f rom s lope- intercept  form.  As  wel l ,  they
interpret  the  mean ing  o f  the  s lope  and the  y- intercept  in  the  context  o f  a
real-wor ld  s i tuat ion .  In  the  geometry  un i t ,  s tudents  examine  spec ia l  angle
re lat ionsh ips  that  occur  w i th in  in tersect ing  l ines  and t r iangles  (both  in ter io r
and exter io r  angles ) .  The  s tudents  a lso  f ind  the  area ,  vo lume,  and sur face
area  o f  compos i te  f igures .  
Enrol lment  in  th i s  course  i s  by  inv i tat ion/recommendat ion  o f  the  teacher .
When mak ing  th i s  recommendat ion ,  the  teacher  takes  in to  account  the
student ’ s  per formance  in  Math  6 ,  h i s /her  work  e th i c ,  h i s /her  NWEA MAP
scores ,  and the  s tudent ’ s  des i re  to  s tudy  advanced mathemat i cs  courses  in
h igh  school .
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Descr ipt ion

7TH GRADE 
MATH COURSE T ITLE

Students  evaluate  complex  express ions  that  involve  in tegers ,  dec imals ,  and
f ract ions .  They  wr i te  and so lve  equat ions  and inequal i t i es  w i th  var iables  on
only  s ide  o f  the  equal  s ign  that  model  real  wor ld  s i tuat ions .  S tudents
examine  what  i t  means  for  two quant i t i es  to  be  in  a  proport ional
re lat ionsh ip  us ing  tables ,  g raphs ,  and equat ions .  Per fec t ing  the i r  knowledge
of  percentages ,  they  now use  percentages  to  f ind  percent  o f  change ,  tax ,
t ips ,  markups ,  d i scounts ,  in terest ,  commiss ions ,  and percent  e r ror .  In  the
geometry  un i t ,  s tudents  examine  spec ia l  angle  re lat ionsh ips  that  occur
wi th in  in tersect ing  l ines  and t r iangles  (both  in ter io r  and exter io r  angles ) .  As
wel l ,  they  f ind  the  area ,  vo lume,  and sur face  are  o f  compos i te  f igures .
Students  a lso  invest igate  the  probab i l i ty  o f  s imple  and compound events .
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Descr ipt ion

7TH GRADE 
P.E . COURSE T ITLE

Object ives  o f  Phys i ca l  Educat ion  at  S t .  John ’ s  Academy inc lude  p lay ing
games ,  get t ing  s tudents  mov ing ,  and bu i ld ing  a  foundat ion  for  l i f e long ,
heal thy  phys i ca l  act iv i ty .  S tudents  are  engaged in  the  ob jec t ives  through
lessons  to  bu i ld  the  s tudents ’  learn ing  and sk i l l s  in  three  domains :
psychomotor  (body ) ,  cogn i t i ve  (b ra in )  and af fec t ive  wh ich  focuses  on  the
students ’  fee l ings ,  at t i tudes  and values .  Lessons  and assessments  are
implemented  based  on  North  Dakota ’ s  Phys i ca l  Educat ion  Standards  for  the
appropr iate  grade  leve l .
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Descr ipt ion

7TH GRADE 
RELIGION COURSE T ITLE

Students  de lve  in to  the  New Testament  in  th i s  course ,  deepen ing  the i r
unders tand ing  o f  Jesus  Chr i s t  and the  Church .  A  spec ia l  emphas i s  i s  g iven  to
St .  Pope  John  Paul  I I ’ s  Theology  o f  the  Body ,  he lp ing  s tudents  unders tand
the  beauty  o f  be ing  c reated  in  God ’s  image  and be ing  c reated  for  love .
Students  w i l l  examine  the  complementar i ty  o f  men and women,  and the
un ique  g i f t s  each  br ings  to  the  fami ly  and soc ie ty .

Descr ipt ion

7TH GRADE 
STEAM I  &  I I COURSE T ITLE

The  7th  & 8th  graders  w i l l  a l ternate  years  o f  complet ing  the  STEAM I  &  I I
cur r i cu lum.  STEAM I  w i l l  be  taught  to  both  7th  & 8th  graders  in  the  2022-23
school  year ,  fo l lowed by  STEAM I I  in  the  2023-24 school  year .  STEAM
(Sc ience ,  Technology ,  Eng ineer ing ,  Ar t ,  Math )  educat ion  i s  a  t rans format ive
approach  to  learn ing  that  gu ides  s tudents  through an  exc i t ing  wor ld  o f
cur ios i ty ,  problem solv ing ,  and c reat iv i ty .  The  core  sub jec ts  o f  sc ience  and
math  are  connected  to  language  ar ts  and soc ia l  s tud ies  through
interd i sc ip l inary  act iv i t i es  and un i t s  in fused  wi th  the  ar ts  and technology .
Students  engage  in  inqu i ry  act iv i t i es  and make  real-wor ld  connect ions  as
they  produce  both  d ig i ta l  and pro jec t  based  ar t i facts .  These  pro jec ts  o f ten
incorporate  the  eng ineer ing  des ign  process  and mult ip le  technolog ical  tools .
S tudents  take  on  leadersh ip  ro les  in  the  STEAM env i ronment  and develop  a
deeper  unders tand ing  o f  the  conceptual  connect ions  w i th in  the i r  sub jec ts .  
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Descr ipt ion

7TH GRADE 
WORLD GEOGRAPHY COURSE T ITLE

Th is  course  w i l l  focus  on  the  s tudy  o f  phys i ca l  and human geography  help ing
the  s tudents  unders tand the  impact  both  have  on  the  Ear th  and i t s
inhab i tants .  S tudents  w i l l  analyze  populat ions ,  set t lements ,  and how human
act iv i t i es  change  the  phys i ca l  env i ronment .  S tudents  w i l l  compare  how
di f fe rent  areas  around the  wor ld  developed,  the  s tandard  o f  l i v ing ,  sys tems
of  government ,  and economic  factors  o f  countr ies  around the  g lobe  as  wel l
as  the  phys i ca l  geography ,  the  anc ient  cu l tures ,  the  reg ions ,  and modern
chal lenges  that  face  countr ies  today .  The  course  w i l l  beg in  in  North ,  M iddle ,
and South  Amer i cas ,  be fore  mov ing  in to  Europe ,  Euras ia ,  A f r i ca  and then
into  Aust ra l ia  and Ocean ia .  
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Descr ipt ion

7TH GRADE 
TECHNOLOGY COURSE T ITLE

I n  today ’ s  soc ie ty ,  i t  i s  important  that  s tudents  are  knowledgeable  about
computers .  In  th i s  course ,  s tudents  w i l l  explore  and c reate  pro jec ts  us ing
Mic rosof t  Word ,  PowerPo int ,  and Exce l .  In ternet  and emai l  e t iquet te  w i l l
a lso  be  d i scussed .  S tudents  w i l l  learn  about  the  importance  o f  copywr i te ,
in ternet  sa fety ,  d ig i ta l  c i t i zensh ip ,  and cyberbul ly ing .  In  add i t ion ,  s tudents
wi l l  explore  other  so f tware  inc lud ing  PowToon and Canva.  Keyboard  sk i l l s
w i l l  be  pract i ced  w i th  a  var ie ty  o f  c reat ive  course  pro jec ts .  S tudents  w i l l  use
al l  o f  the i r  sk i l l s  to  c reate  a  fun  end o f  semester  pro jec t .
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Descr ipt ion

8TH GRADE 
ALGEBRA 1 COURSE T ITLE

I n  th i s  course ,  s tudents  per fec t  the i r  unders tand ing  o f  l inear  funct ions ,
work ing  w i th  l inear  funct ions  in  s lope- intercept  form,  s tandard  form,  and
po int-s lope  form.  As  wel l ,  the  s tudents  compare  l inear  funct ions ,  ident i fy
the  domain  and range  o f  a  funct ion ,  and in terpret  key  e lements  o f  the
funct ion ,  such  as  the  s lope ,  y- intercept ,  and x- intercept .  They  a lso  const ruct
a  l ine  o f  f i t  to  a  scat ter  p lot  and use  the  equat ion  o f  the  l ine  o f  f i t  to  make
pred ic t ions .  S tudents  learn  to  so lve  sys tems o f  l inear  equat ions  by  graph ing ,
subst i tut ion ,  and e l iminat ion .  Add i t ional ly ,  they  graph systems o f  l inear
inequal i t i es .  Develop ing  the i r  unders tand ing  o f  nonl inear  funct ions ,  s tudents
are  exposed to  p iecewise-def ined  funct ions ,  absolute  value  funct ions ,  and
exponent ia l  g rowth  and decay  funct ions ,  In  the  second semester  a  s ign i f i cant
amount  o f  t ime i s  spent  work ing  w i th  polynomials .  Spec ia l  emphas i s  i s  g iven
to  quadrat i c  equat ions  and funct ions .  S tudents  so lve  quadrat i c  equat ions
us ing  graph ing ,  factor ing ,  complet ing  the  square ,  and apply ing  the  quadrat i c
formula .  (P rerequ is i te :  Success fu l  complet ion  o f  Math  7A.  I f  a  s tudent  earns
an A  or  a  B  average  for  the  year ,  he/she  w i l l  earn  one  h igh  school  math
cred i t  fo r  th i s  course  and wi l l  move  on  to  Geometry  in  h i s /her  f reshman
year .  S tudents  who earn  a  C  average  or  lower  w i l l  be  requ i red  to  repeat
Algebra  I  in  h i s /her  f reshman year . )
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eighth grade courses

Descr ipt ion

8TH GRADE 
EARTH SCIENCE COURSE T ITLE

Earth  Sc ience  prov ides  an  in-depth ,  co l laborat ive ,  and pro jec t-based
learn ing  exper ience  des igned to  he lp  spark  s tudents ’  in terest  and empower
them to  ask  quest ions  and th ink  c r i t i ca l ly .  Through inqu i ry-based,  hands-on
invest igat ions  o f  real-wor ld  phenomena,  s tudents  w i l l  const ruct
explanat ions  for  sc ient i f i c  phenomena and des ign  so lut ions  for  real-wor ld
problems.
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Descr ipt ion

8TH GRADE 
HEALTH COURSE T ITLE

Students  w i l l  assess  and develop  l i fe  sk i l l s  w i th  an  added emphas i s  on
dec i s ion-mak ing  and re fusal  sk i l l s .  S tudents  are  engaged in  character
bu i ld ing  and hands  on  act iv i t i es  as  they  explore  top ics  such  as  conf l i c t
resolut ion ,  e f fec ts  o f  tobacco ,  a lcohol ,  drugs ,  in fec t ious  d i seases ,  non-
in fect ious  d i seases  and d i sorders ,  body  changes  and personal  sa fety .
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Descr ipt ion

8TH GRADE 
MATH COURSE T ITLE

Students  wr i te  and so lve  equat ions  w i th  var iables  on  both  s ides  o f  the  equal
s ign ,  inc lud ing  wr i t ing  the i r  own equat ions  to  model  real-wor ld  s i tuat ions .
Students  work  w i th  express ions  that  involve  pos i t i ve  and negat ive
exponents ,  square  roots ,  cube  roots ,  and sc ient i f i c  notat ion .  S tudents
d i scover  and use  the  Pythagorean Theorem to  so lve  problems re lated  to
r ight  t r iangles  and to  f ind  the  d i s tance  between two po ints  in  the  coord inate
plane .  They  beg in  the i r  explorat ion  o f  l inear  re lat ionsh ips ,  g raph ing  l ines
us ing  a  table  and d i rec t ly  f rom s lope- intercept  form.  As  wel l ,  they  in terpret
the  mean ing  o f  the  s lope  and the  y- intercept  in  the  context  o f  a  real-wor ld
s i tuat ion .  S tudents  develop  the i r  unders tand ing  o f  a  funct ion  as  a  ru le  that
ass igns  a  un ique  output  for  each  input  value  and categor i ze  funct ions  as
l inear  or  nonl inear .  In  the  geometry  por t ion  o f  the  course ,  s tudents  work
wi th  the  volume formulas  for  cy l inders ,  cones ,  and spheres  to  not  only  f ind
the  volume but  a lso  miss ing  d imens ions  o f  the  geometr i c  so l id .  Add i t ional ly ,
s tudents  explore  t rans forming  a  geometr i c  f igure  us ing  t rans lat ions ,
re f lec t ions ,  rotat ions ,  and d i lat ions .  
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Descr ipt ion

8TH GRADE 
RELIGION COURSE T ITLE

Ut i l i z ing  developmental ly  appropr iate  language  and methodology ,  8th  grade
students  w i l l  deepen the i r  knowledge  o f  Chr i s t  and h i s  Br ide ,  the  Cathol i c
church ,  as  they  d ive  deep in to  lessons  on  D iv ine  Revelat ion ,  the  Holy  T r in i ty ,
Church  H is tory ,  wh i le  explor ing  the  Church ' s  teach ings  on  Moral i ty  and
Sacramental  l i f e .  The  course  i s  des igned to  prepare  s tudents  for  the  wor ld
that  awai ts  them by  equ ipp ing  them wi th  knowledge  o f  God ' s  abound ing  love
and mercy  wh i le  learn ing  to  ut i l i ze  the  tools  that  God prov ides  to  H i s  people
to  ass i s t  them on  the i r  sp i r i tual  journey .

16

Descr ipt ion

8TH GRADE 
P.E . COURSE T ITLE

Object ives  o f  Phys i ca l  Educat ion  at  S t .  John ’ s  Academy inc lude  p lay ing
games ,  get t ing  s tudents  mov ing ,  and bu i ld ing  a  foundat ion  for  l i f e long ,
heal thy  phys i ca l  act iv i ty .  S tudents  are  engaged in  the  ob jec t ives  through
lessons  to  bu i ld  the  s tudents ’  learn ing  and sk i l l s  in  three  domains :
psychomotor  (body ) ,  cogn i t i ve  (b ra in )  and af fec t ive  wh ich  focuses  on  the
students ’  fee l ings ,  at t i tudes  and values .  Lessons  and assessments  are
implemented  based  on  North  Dakota ’ s  Phys i ca l  Educat ion  Standards  for  the
appropr iate  grade  leve l .
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Descr ipt ion

8TH GRADE 
SERVANT LEADERSHIP COURSE T ITLE

Th is  course  w i l l  cons i s t  o f  s tudents  learn ing  to  be  leaders  who serve  God
and the i r  communi ty .  S tudents  w i l l  learn  about  other  ind iv iduals  who are
examples  o f  servant  leadersh ip .  S tudents  w i l l  a lso  have  opportun i t i es  to
lead and be  o f  serv i ce  to  others ,  in  both  our  school  and local  communi ty .
Students  in  th i s  course  w i l l  p ract i ce  servant  leadersh ip  by  he lp ing  other
s tudents  in  the  school ,  school  serv i ce  pro jec ts ,  p lan  spec ia l  pro jec ts  and
events ,  o rgan ize  ways  to  he lp  the  communi ty  outs ide  the  school .  

Descr ipt ion

8TH GRADE 
SPANISH 1 COURSE T ITLE

Through Cathol i c  V i r tual ,  th i s  course  i s  des igned to  develop  an  authent i c  and
pract i ca l  unders tand ing  o f  the  Span ish  language  and cul ture .  S tudents  w i l l
learn  to  express  the i r  thoughts ,  fee l ings ,  and op in ions  in  Span ish  us ing
bas i c ,  real- l i fe  s i tuat ions  and learn ing  scenar ios .
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Descr ipt ion

8TH GRADE 
U.S.  H ISTORY COURSE T ITLE

Th is  course  beg ins  w i th  a  s tudy  o f  Amer i ca ’ s  nat ive  peoples  and explorat ion ,
the  ear ly  European colon izat ion ,  and set t lement  in  Amer i ca .  I t  cont inues
wi th  the  Revolut ionary  War  Era  and the  c reat ion  o f  the  Const i tut ion  o f  the
Un i ted  States .  The  course  w i l l  cont inue  through the  ear ly  republ i c  and
westward  expans ion  before  mov ing  in to  the  C iv i l  War  Era .  Fo l lowing  the
study  o f  the  C iv i l  War  t ime per iod ,  the  course  w i l l  touch  on  reconst ruct ion
and growth .  The  course  w i l l  d i scuss  the  Un i ted  States  ro le  in  Wor ld  War  I ,
the  t ime o f  prosper i ty  and Great  Depress ion ,  and Wor ld  War  I I .
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Descr ipt ion

8TH GRADE 
STEAM I  &  I I COURSE T ITLE

The  7th  & 8th  graders  w i l l  a l ternate  years  o f  complet ing  the  STEAM I  &  I I
cur r i cu lum.  STEAM I  w i l l  be  taught  to  both  7th  & 8th  graders  in  the  2022-23
school  year ,  fo l lowed by  STEAM I I  in  the  2023-24 school  year .  STEAM
(Sc ience ,  Technology ,  Eng ineer ing ,  Ar t ,  Math )  educat ion  i s  a  t rans format ive
approach  to  learn ing  that  gu ides  s tudents  through an  exc i t ing  wor ld  o f
cur ios i ty ,  problem solv ing ,  and c reat iv i ty .  The  core  sub jec ts  o f  sc ience  and
math  are  connected  to  language  ar ts  and soc ia l  s tud ies  through
interd i sc ip l inary  act iv i t i es  and un i t s  in fused  wi th  the  ar ts  and technology .
Students  engage  in  inqu i ry  act iv i t i es  and make  real-wor ld  connect ions  as
they  produce  both  d ig i ta l  and pro jec t  based  ar t i facts .  These  pro jec ts  o f ten
incorporate  the  eng ineer ing  des ign  process  and mult ip le  technolog ical  tools .
S tudents  take  on  leadersh ip  ro les  in  the  STEAM env i ronment  and develop  a
deeper  unders tand ing  o f  the  conceptual  connect ions  w i th in  the i r  sub jec ts .  
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