
August Newsletter

Dates To Note:
 

 August 30th - September 3rd  
 Happy Mermaid School Pictures

September 13th - 24th
Map Testing   

September 17th  
Grandparents Day    

October 2nd
HOPE Dinner & Auction

(See Inside For Athletic Schedule)



It is a great joy for me to be able to be back at an assignment that allows 
me to work with children in a classroom setting, hallway visits, playground 
excitement, and cafeteria laughs. At the beginning of the year, we are learning 
or relearning why we pray. As a child of God at baptism, it is our duty to make
 an offering to God for all that He has offered for us free of charge. As we make 
our classroom visits, Fr. Lorsung and I are spending the first few weeks on 
going through the Morning Offering and why it is important to offer our entire 
day to the Lord; the prayers, the works, the joys, and the sufferings. As we 
teach our children about the love of God, and offering Him everything. I 
encourage you as parents to continue to pray with your children. The parents that are actively
involved in the faith life, bolster and reinforce everything they learn in the classroom setting. It is
hard on a child if it is taught, and is not lived in the home. This sends a mixed message, and the
last thing we need in the world today is confused and conflicted children. One of my joys of
teaching is listening to the innocent one line statements and questions; they are so sweet as they
come from the heart. Allow the Heart of Jesus to surround you and your family with His perfect
love every day.

Fr. Neil Pfeifer

 

A Word From Our Pastor





Principal's Corner

Families of St. John’s Academy,
Although, I believe we can all agree that the summer flew by at an incredible pace, we are excited to be back in
our routine, working with and for the children at St. John’s Academy. The return of the students brings a sense
of completeness as your child(ren), our students, are our purpose and motivation. Teachers, staff, and
administrators are extremely happy to return to our mission of providing a strong, Christ-centered education to
your child(ren).
The 2021-22 school year is a historic year at the Academy as for the first time in over 55 years we welcomed 7th
grade students into our school building. We are incredibly grateful for the opportunity to continue to educate,
mentor and spiritually guide these 18 students as the formation of the middle school continues at St. John’s
Academy. I would like to thank the countless individuals who worked throughout the spring and into the summer
to put everything in place. School Board members, the Long-Range Planning team, administrators, and staff
worked diligently to ensure that the addition of the middle school would meet the standard of excellence that has
become the expectation at the Academy. It was incredibly rewarding to see the passion and commitment
demonstrated by these individuals, who worked so hard to make the middle school a reality. Additionally, I would
like to thank those families who made the commitment to enroll in the middle school this year. Having the
opportunity to educate your child(ren) is a testament to the wonderful staff, preschool through 7th grade, that we
are blessed to have here at the Academy.
With the start of the 21-22 school year, we welcome new staff members to SJA. Once again, we are very blessed
to be adding talented and quality individuals to our staff this school year. Kristin Higgins is leading our middle
school math department and is joined by Mrs. Benton, who is teaching Spanish to our 6th and 7th graders. Jodi
Grugel will be serving as a classroom paraprofessional for Kids’ Kingdom and 1st grade. Brynn Burkett will be
working in Mrs. Mahoney’s Kids’ Kingdom classroom and Madison Cherwinski has accepted a lead teacher
position in childcare. Please join me in welcoming these new staff members to our school family.
Additionally, we welcome our new Pastor, Fr. Neil Pfeifer and Parochial Vicar, Fr. Kevin Lorsung. Their energy,
love of children and belief in the value of Catholic education is immediately noticeable. We look forward to
growing under their wisdom and guidance this year.
Once again, this year we are excited to lead the students through the Education in Virtue program. Created by
Ignatius Press, the Education in Virtue curriculum provides the opportunity to discuss and practice 39 virtues of
Christian life throughout the year. Each week, teachers will be discussing a new virtue, providing definitions and
examples of what each look like, sounds like and how they can be practiced. The implementation of this program
provides a foundation to discuss and live out the virtues in our daily lives. I encourage families to take advantage
of the weekly Home-Connection mailing for ideas on how these virtues can be reinforced at home. Partnering
with our families, we aim to make an impact in the development of these virtuous behaviors within our school
family. As the saying goes, “Children are the future.” One of the most effective ways to improve our community
is to focus on raising a kind, charitable, and faithful generation that looks to serve Christ in all that they do.
A word of praise to our talented and hard-working team of teachers and staff. The day does not end for these
individuals when the dismissal bell rings. Hours of operation are apparently not a concern as I continually find
our staff working diligently into the evening and on weekends. Their fuel to work so hard is their love and
concern for your child(ren) and I’m continuously inspired by their commitment to our students at the Academy.
Thank you for entrusting St. John’s Academy with the education of your child. We are blessed to have the
opportunity to have your child(ren) in our school and are aiming to make this year an academically impactful and
spiritually fruitful experience for all. Know that our staff will be praying for you and your children throughout the
year.
In Christ,
Jeff Trumbauer
Principal – St. John’s Academy



Find SJA Online! 
 

www . s t johnsacademynd .org
 

stjohnsacademy
 

@sjacademy1890
 

 Missing Something???

Check the Lost & Found

located in the office. 

Athletic Schedules
Cross Country Volleyball

September 11th - Bismarck
September 14th - Medina
September 17th - McElroy (Jamestown)
September 25th - Parkhurst (Jamestown)

September 2nd - @ Devils Lake               
September 9th - vs Edgely-Kulm (@SJA)
September 11th - Carrington Tournament (TBD)
September 16th - vs Kidder County @ SJA)
September 20th - @ Kidder County (Steele)
September 23rd - vs Medina-Pingree-Buchanan
September 25th -  New Rockford Tournament 

 The mornings are cold!

Please be sure your children

have appropriate clothing

for our volitile North Dakota

fall weather.

RECESS LOST & FOUND



Kids' Kingdom
Kids’ Kingdom has seen some big changes this year already! Some we have been planning for and
others have been an unexpected surprise. God has a plan for it all and we are excited to see what
the school year holds for our program.
The first change we have been preparing for is the addition of a second Kids’ K classroom in
which our Miss Nikki, who is also the SJA ChildCare director, is teaching. The second change is
the new offering of a five half-day morning preschool that Mrs. Mahoney teaches. Our classrooms
are located next to eachother and we look forward to working together and settling into our new
routines.
The unexpected change was saying goodbye to our Mrs. Dobson who is beginning a new journey.
She is now working with the (really big) kids up at the University of Jamestown as the Director of
Campus Ministry. We were so sad to let here go but we know that God has called her to this next
adventure for a reason. We wish you the best, Mrs. D!
We are happy to be welcoming Mrs. (Brynne) Burkett and Mrs. (Jodi) Grugel to Kids’ K! Mrs.
Burkett will be working with Mrs. Mahoney in the 5-morning preschool session and the
afternoon Kinder Prep. Mrs. Grugel will join Miss Nikki in the 3-day morning preschool session.

Pre-K
Pre-K is off to a great start this year! We have
been having so much fun getting into the school
routine and getting to know our new friends.
Some of our favorite activities are playing
outside, exploring our classroom, going to PE,
Library, and Music, and reading stories together!
We look forward to a fun, busy year together in
pre-kindergarten!



First Grade

Kindergarten
The month of August has the teachers getting the
classroom ready for our kindergarten students.
The first day of school is an exciting time for all.
The students can’t wait to sit at their desk and use
all their new school supplies. The teachers can’t
wait to share their knowledge and watch their
students learn. The beginning of the year focuses
on getting to know everyone in our classroom. We
also spend time on learning the routines and
expectations. Some favorite activities have been
bingo, playdough, recess, library, playtime, and
watercolors. It is going to be a great year in
Kindergarten!

First grade is off to a fabulous start in our new room! We love how many friends we have with
us every day! We are learning new routines and reviewing what we learned in
kindergarten.We now get Math homework which most of us are really excited about! Religion
is teaching us about creation and how special and unique each one of us is.We will start using
our Science and Social Studies books soon and we can’t wait! Visiting the chapel after lunch
every day is a favorite part of our day. We can’t wait to see what first grade has in store for us!



We are so glad to be back in school and learning together! Our first few days were spent
exploring our classroom, learning new routines, and getting to know one another! We are now
learning about many new and exciting things! In Religion, we are learning about God’s gift of
creation, and are practicing our virtue of the week. In Math, we learned to tell time to the nearest
hour and how to count to 100. In Science, we are exploring earth’s landscape, and in Social
Studies we are understanding ways to be a good citizen in our community. We enjoy going to the
Chapel, story time, and GoNoodle activities when we need a brain break! We are looking forward
to growing closer to God this school year! 

Can you hear that? It's the sweet sound of teambuilding
going on in the 3rd grade! The 3rd graders have been
working hard at learning new routines and expectations,
as well as, growing their love for Christ with daily prayer
and chapel visits. The students were able to work
together to find things they had in common, write them
down, and then build a structure with what they shared
in common... Their structures were fantastic, and it is
quite amazing how much we can find in common when
we really look. We are looking forward to a great year!

Third Grade

Second Grade



The fifth graders have had a pretty exciting year so far. In addition to being the oldest
elementary students, they are getting a taste of what middle school will be like. These kids get
to have different teachers for math (Mrs. Higgins) and language (Mrs. Yatskis) in addition to
their regular classroom teacher (Mrs. Eckroth) for the rest of the day. They will be so prepared
to be middle schoolers at the end of this year!

Fifth Grade

Fourth Grade

BAND
The SJA band is up and running. Nineteen enthusiastic 5th, 6th and 7th graders meet
Monday, Wednesday and/or Friday mornings at 7:30.
Upcoming performances include the HOPE dinner on Saturday, October 2.
A fall/Christmas program is being planned for December. This program will be shared with
the newly formed SJA choir.
The band will also be adding school spirit by performing at pep rallies to spur on the newly
established volleyball and cross-country teams 
The band is directed by Dr./Dcn Tom Geffre.

 
 

We are off to a great start this year!  We are getting to know our classmates and despite
only being in school for a short time, we have accomplished a lot.  The kids all seem to be
excited to be back and we look forward to growing in both knowledge and faith.  Stay
tuned for more excitement to come from fourth grade!



Middle School

SJA Middle School is off to an amazing start! We are thrilled to have 36 students enrolled in
grades 6 & 7. The ability to extend the amazing education that SJA offers to include the
middle school years is a blessing! We are thankful! There has been a lot to figure out, but
day by day we are experiencing great things. We able to start our days with morning prayer
and a decade of the Rosary in our Chapel. The students are enjoying the added
independence and responsibility that middle school brings. It's been less than two full
weeks, and already we have been doing a variety of STEM projects and hitting the books.
We are looking forward to a fantastic year!

 

Stem Challenge Champions!

August Stem Challenge






