
Catholic Schools Week Mass with Bishop Folda 

Giving Hearts Day - Burgers & Bingo 

Parent Teacher Conferences

Stutsman County Spelling Bee

No School - (Parent Teacher Compensation Day)

No School - (President's Day)

Important Dates
February 1st

February 10th

February 14th & 15th

February 16th

February 18th

February 21st

   

January Newsletter



Dear Friend in Christ,

We sit. 
We stand.
We kneel. 
We make the Sign of the Cross. 
We wear our Sunday best, and we say our responses.  But why? Turns out, each of the things we 
do and say at Mass have a deep biblical meaning, designed to help us worship God with all that we are, 
and to give worship back to Him for how good and generous He is with us, every second of every day.
How awesome is it to worship at Mass and learn all about Him?

This week, we celebrate Catholic Schools Week. We should be honored as our students strive to grow in
the ways of their faith, their intellectual learning, their discerning God’s will, and their prayer to God to
make them be the best versions of themselves, growing in virtue. 

Our Catholic School is a gift, as there are many children and even adults in the world today who cannot
tell us who Judas Iscariot was. Or if he was good or bad for the world. There are many adults in the
world today, who cannot tell us the story of the three wise men; the three mysterious men and why
their contribution to the Christ child was so important. Our children receive this information, and we
hope that they are able to learn it and carry the message home into their families and communities in
order to introduce others to the One who offered Himself as a sacrifice for the salvation of the world.
Plus, we who baptized are beneficiaries to this work of redemption. It is our duty and our goal to make
Him known and loved. 

Parents are the primary educators in the ways of the faith for your child(ren). We are here to support
you 100%, but if our students learn one thing in the classroom, and are taught something totally
contrary at home, who are they going to believe and why? The capital T in truth is from Jesus, not from
me, not from us, not from the school, not from the families. This is why I want to invite you as pastor,
that if you have not returned to Mass yet since Covid, now is the time to come back. Many are still
missing. We cannot receive Jesus if we are not coming to Holy Communion. We cannot hear the Truth, if
we are not listening to the readings and the gospel, and the homily. This is what we are teaching our
children in a faith-based environment. 

Imagine, if you are the coach for the Kansas City Chiefs and you have 13 seconds left in a game with no
timeouts and you need a field goal to tie and go into overtime. You must go the length of the field to
make it happen. If your offensive line, quarterback, receivers and running backs are not on the same
page and marching together, it will not happen. We will lose! But if we follow our coach, Jesus Christ, we
can succeed together. That is what sets our school and its standards above the rest.  

Just a moment of gratitude to all of you who helped make our Newman Mid-Winter Challenge
tournament a huge success. I am proud to be pastor of our school, and I am proud of you for sending
your children here, and I am proud of you who step up and help when you are asked, and you respond
in multitudes.

Hats off to our Principal Jeff and his staff this week we celebrate Catholic schools with you!

Fr. Neil Pfeifer
 

A Word From Our Pastor



Dear SJA Families and Friends, 
 
January has come and gone and from a weather perspective I say, good riddance!
 
As we turn the page to February, we begin the month with our celebration of Catholic schools
through the National Catholic Schools Week event. Students and staff will have a full schedule of 
games, activities and community outreach as we celebrate the goodness of Catholic education at 
St. John’s Academy. We are looking forward to the fun-filled week!
 
Catholic Schools Week is an important time for all of us to reflect on the value of Catholic education. I’m guessing
that at times we have all stopped to consider how tuition payments could be utilized if our children were enrolled in
public schools. Depending on the number of children you have, monthly tuition payments may range from a car
payment to a mortgage payment and reflection of that might give us pause when considering enrollment in a
Catholic school. If I can for a minute, I’d like to share the thoughts that run through my mind when those thoughts
entered. 
 
For me, it starts at the beginning. When our children were baptized, I gave an oath that I would do all that I can do as
a parent to raise my children to be faithful disciples of Christ. This pledge wasn’t given to the particular priest or
deacon who baptized our children but rather to God our Father. In other words, it’s not a matter to be taken lightly. I
promised God that I would raise my children in a manner that would lead them to Him. Secondly, as a parent of
children ranging from 8 to 17 years old , I now know how quickly this time of child rearing passes. Although, we as
parents are not going to be perfect in our efforts, we must put forth all that we can as we only get one shot at it.
Parents and grandparents are influential throughout the lives of a child, but the formational years between 5 and 18
are critical. Lastly, I’ve noticed that it’s less about what I say and more about what I do that influences my children.
Sometimes, I wonder if a single word of my occasional sermons are even registering with my kids. However, I see in
their actions and decisions that they have been influenced by me for better or worse. 
 
Nightly prayers, Sunday services, faith retreats, Bible camps and enrollment in Catholic schools speak volumes to our
children about where priorities lay. If God is priority number one in life, then it should be reflected in everything that
we do, every decision that we make. When my time is finished on this earth, I want to be able to confidently face our
Lord and say that I did my best to honor the oath I gave at my children’s Baptism.
 
Does this mean that Catholic education, is the end all and be all? By no means. Catholic schools have areas for
improving and were never intended to be the sole instrument for faith formation. However, placing my children in
an environment where Christ is at the forefront of all that takes place is invaluable. Surrounding my children with
adults who strive to follow Christ and make personal sacrifices to work for His glory makes a tremendous difference.
Lastly, I know that my children will be prepared academically for future pursuits. I have to look no further than the
success of the decades of previous graduates who have gone on to thrive as professionals and servant leaders.
 
Catholic education comes with a financial sacrifice and my children may not get to spend their school day with all of
their friends who attend other schools. As I see it, that’s a good thing, as I want to tell my children through my
actions that God comes first and it’s worth a little sacrifice, especially since the greatest sacrifice is what Christ did
for us.
 
In this coming week, let’s give praise to God for the ability to provide our children with an amazing faith-based
education that is available at St. John’s Academy!!
  
In Christ,

  
 

Jeff Trumbauer
Principal – St. John’s Academy

 
 

From The Principal's Desk



Find SJA Online! 
 

www . s t johnsacademynd .org
 

stjohnsacademy
 

@sjacademy1890
 

 St. John's Academy lost & found
continues to grow.  The lost &
found is located in the office.
Please stop by if your child is

missing an item. 

RECESS

LOST & FOUND

We are entering our coldest months. All students need a coat, snowpants,
boots, hat and mittens to participate in outdoor recess.

Family Virtue Devotions 
on our website!



Support Our  Community of Saints

For more information on our Community of Saints program, visit: 
www.stjohnsacademynd.org



Mrs. Mahoney's Kids' Kingdom
With our winter assessing almost complete, we continue to work on readiness skills and social
behavior. Parents can help encourage letter and number recognition by using all kinds of
household items - sneaking learning into the morning, mealtime, and bedtime routines.
Learning opportunities don’t have to take place at the counter or kitchen table (or sitting at all
for that matter!) 
We started the new year with an emphasis on the alphabet & phonics. The morning sessions
continued to work on a variety of skills, increase their amount of structured group time, and
performed their first Class Story, ‘The Mitten.’ We hope to host a few classes in February for
our performances! The Kinder-Prep worked in their Journals and explored an additional
alphabet unit we call, ‘Chicka Boom.’ With cold temps outside, we brought the snow indoors
and used it at a Station to practice letter recognition. Both sessions attend Chapel each day
where we’ve been learning to pray silently and as a group, listen to the Bible stories in our own
children’s book, and sing before snack. A highlight for the afternoon Kinder Prep was a visit
from Mr. Wallace from Good Shephard Home Improvement. We learned about measuring and
built structures out of marshmallows and toothpicks with a partner. Some of us were able to
build quite elaborate structures!



Miss Nikki's Kids' Kingdom

January was a busy month with learning about
the Artic along with doing a case study on the
story “The Mitten”. We spent two weeks really
discovering the sequence of the story along with
the important things like the Author, Title, and
the Characters in the story. We took our time
and dug right into that story. In February we are
going to talk a lot more about shapes, with
Valentine's Day quickly approaching we will see
the heart shape everywhere! The kids will get
lots of painting, cutting, gluing, and crafting
time in while we slide into the new month of
February.
With love and blessings,
Miss Nikki & Mrs. Jodi

Fr. Lorsung came into our classroom and blessed it.
We investigated snow, how it’s made, and talked about our favorite winter activities.
Our class spent time exploring new centers and using new art supplies to be creative.
We learned about occupations and dressed like what we want to be when we grow up.

Pre-K has been busy and very exciting! We’ve been having so much fun playing and
learning together. Here are some of the last month’s highlights:

Mrs. Neville's Pre-K



Due to a very cold January, we didn't get many outside recesses to play in all the snow,
but we did have some fun indoors and learned a lot. We have been working on developing
reading and writing skills by using those foundational skills that we learned in the first
semester. We have also been conducting experiments on how people, plants and animals
affect the environment around them using our new science curriculum. Our month
ended in a special way, with a jungle themed Friendship Friday.

Once upon a time, there were 22 first graders that were very excited to present their fairy tales
to their parents. However, Wicked Mother Nature decided to huff and puff as hard as she
could and cancelled school. The first graders were determined to present their fairy tales. So
Mrs. Schafer recorded the fairy tales and made a movie for all to see. The first graders were
even able to celebrate with a party full of royal treats. And they lived happily ever after! 
We also enjoyed completing a Fairy Tale Challenge where we had to solve problems to get a
clue to find the mystery word. We made chairs for Baby Bear, bridges for the 3 Billy Goats
Gruff, and much, much more! We broke the spell just in time to save Cinderella’s wedding. 

Kindergarten

First Grade



I hope you have had a chance to curl up and read a good book with all this cold weather!
SJA students have had a chance to explore the library and check out many books. Looking
ahead to February, help our students fall in love with a good book by stopping by the
library during Parent/Teachers Conferences for the Book Fair. The Scholastic Book Fair will
be open from 3-6:30 pm both Monday and Tuesday. Students are also able to bring money
during school hours Wednesday and Thursday to purchase books. I look forward to seeing
you soon! 

-Miss Hournbuckle 

 

 The SJA Student Council harnessed the energy of the Sun to be the Light for two Catholic
churches that suffered damage from the tornadoes that hit Kentucky in November. Each
classroom wrote the prayers that they would say on a ray of the sun for the intention of
these churches and their communities. The suns will be sent to the churches in Kentucky
"deconstructed" with instructions to hang this sun where all can be warmed by the prayers
from their "brothers and sisters" at SJA. Good job, Student Council!! You did a great job
showing us how we can help others no matter where they are.  
*A special thank you to Father Pfiefer for inspiring this activity. We are thankful for the
spiritual guidance that we receive from our priests at our school.  

Library

Student Council

SJA Student Council 2021-22
Kaitlyn Monson, Bella Woiwoide, 

Adisyn Yunck, Lilyana Schulz,  
Joe Trumbauer

BOOK FAIR!BOOK FAIR!



Spelling Bee
SJA 5th, 6th, and 7th Graders Advance to the County Spelling Bee

It was a tough competition to find a place in the 5th-7th Spelling Bee Contest. 
 Congratulations to the 9 finalists that competed on January 26:   
5th Graders:
Micah Sankey
Claire Iverson
Emry Lueck

The first-place winner was Catherine Hunt; runner up was Bella Woiwode. Fantastic job!
The following students will be moving on to the County Spelling Bee on February 16:
Catherine Hunt, Bella Woidwode, Amelia Newman, Micah Sankey, and Emry Lueck. 
This year's County Spelling Bee is hosted here at SJA! Good luck!!

   6th Graders:
         Catherine Hunt
        Bella Woiwode

Eli Sankey

 7th Graders: 
  Adisyn Yunck

        Amelia Newman
   Noah Babcock

 

Feb. 16th 
2022



hummingbirds in the hatch/fledge process
(livestreaming throughout the day)
Holy Communion and the awesomeness
that comes with allowing Jesus fully into our
lives
setting goals and reaching them
climate/weather in the regions of the USA
empathy, compassion, and prayerfulness
(one of our virtues)
multiplication sprinkled with a small
amount of division
zentangle art projects

3rd Grade is learning about

Whew! They have been growing, working, and
seeking out new information this month as they
continue to build the awesome dendrites in
their brains to become their best capable selves!
Way to go!

The month of January has been cold, but busy. We are working hard in all of our classes and
gaining so much knowledge.
We are learning about plants and different landscape changes. We’ve been studying about the
author’s purpose for writing, long vowel sounds, synonyms, verb tenses, and genres. Plus
we’re covering three digit addition, subtraction facts, congruent shapes, and graphing
temperatures.   
We are lucky to have two different pen pals. We have our seminarian pen pal, and our UJ
Women’s Basketball Players. We are learning a lot about the correct way to write a letter. We
were very fortunate to have met our UJ pen pals the first week back from vacation. They
came to participate in our P.E. class. It was so much fun as we got to know them and to be
able to play games with them during class.
We are looking forward to Catholic Schools Week as we have some different activities and get
to dressed up as we celebrate our wonderful school, a place to learn and grow in our faith and
academically!

Third Grade

Second Grade
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Happy New Year! This month the fourth-grade class brainstormed one word to focus on
in the year 2022. Most of these were wonderful virtues that we practice here in school!
We also did some experimenting on forces and motion in toy car crashes, it was
interesting!! Many students have spent a lot of time on our new math game website,
Prodigy, and are having a blast trying this out at home as well. We all hope you are
staying safe and warm this new year!

Fifth Grade

Fourth Grade

The 5th grade has been studying the 13 Colonies this month and learning about how our
country began. We are VERY excited to celebrate Catholic Schools Week and are ready
to go skating, create some STREAM projects, celebrate Mass, and watch the middle
schoolers play basketball!

 
 



Middle School
In January, the middle school students celebrated their reading success. During December,
the middle school students decorated a Reading Tree; students earned a ribbon to put on
the tree for every 25 pages they read.  The top ribbon earner for 7th grade was Adisyn
Yunck. The top ribbon earner for 6th grade was Henry Wolff. The 36 middle school students
read a total of 11,900 pages in 3 weeks! These kids are amazing! 
 

 

The 7th graders participated in the March for Life held in Bismarck on Friday, January 21. I
could not have been more proud of these young men and women. We began the day
praying a student-led Rosary on our bus ride. Once in Bismarck, we attended Mass,
worshiping the Author of All Life and praying with students, men, and women from all
over the state for an end to abortion. After Mass, we marched from the Cathedral to the
state capitol building. I was overwhelmed by tears more than once experiencing such a
powerful witness by our students. Our students lent their voices to give those who have no
voice, the unborn, a beautiful voice. 
-Mrs. Higgins

 






