
All Saints Day All
School Mass @ the
Basilica - 10am
6th Grade Boys
Basketball begins @
JMS 
Artist in Residence
Starts

All Souls Day

Archery Club Begins

Veteran's Day - No
School

PTO Popcorn Sales
Begin

Thanksgiving Break -
No School

2022-23 Returning
Family Enrollment for
Early Childhood, K-12
and Childcare.

Important Dates
November 1st  

November 2nd

November 7th

November 11th 

November 12th 

November 25th-26th  

November 29th 

October Newsletter



As we turn the calendar to the month of November, there are a few things we 
can direct our attention to which will assist us with our spiritual journey. 
First, all the heroic men and women who followed Jesus to the ranks of heaven 
is what we celebrate on All Saints Day, Nov. 1. Some have shed their blood,
other served the poor; some were rich, and others were dirt poor; some were 
married with families while others were single. These people show us that there
are several paths to holiness and there is not one cookie cutter style for us to 
achieve heaven. What we do know is that to get to heaven we need to spend 
time daily working on our relationship with God in prayer.
Second, All Soul’s Day falls on November 2nd. We pray for those who are still suffering because of
the consequences of their sin and being purified for the kingdom of heaven. I thank God for the
gift of purgatory, because without it very few people would die in the state of complete
communion with God. When speaking to children, I use the example that all of us like turkey
dinner. Some parents use their fine chinaware that day. We do not just put the plates away dirty;
we clean them up. The same is true with our soul. The Book of Revelation reminds us that nothing
defiled enters the Kingdom of Heaven. That is why we pray for those who have died. Our prayers
can help those who have died. We need to be reminded that once we die, we cannot make things
right. Repentance needs to happen while we are still alive.
Third, Veteran’s Day is November 11. It is important to thank the people who have fought for our
freedom still in our midst. But it is equally important that we think about those who have died,
and the thousands of lives that we lost so that we can enjoy the freedoms we do today. This year,
maybe write a note to a veteran, or personally shake their hands and thank them. They thought of
us, and if they only thought for themselves, we may not have the freedoms we have today.
Finally, Thanksgiving is soon upon us! Each day, we have so many things to be thankful for,
because we are not entitled to anything. Everything we have is a gift from God. Even the little
things every day of being able to hear, to see, the food we eat, being able to communicate. I
encourage you to take five minutes of your prayer time every day and list the things that you are
grateful for. I was reminded this morning that I had a pillow, and it was a gift. I had hot water and
running water, many today won’t be able to shower. It is time to start thanking God if we are not
already doing so every day. 
Have a blessed month. I am thankful for each of you, our St. John’s Academy Family, and all that
you and your families do to make Catholic Education possible. Know of my prayers for each of
you daily, and that you are loved not only by me, but also by our God, the source and origin of all
love. We cannot give what we do not have! Run to His feet today, and let’s help our children know
that He awaits us with open arms every day. God bless you. 

Fr. Neil Pfeifer

 

A Word From Our Pastor



Principal's Corner



Find SJA Online! 
 

www . s t johnsacademynd .org
 

stjohnsacademy
 

@sjacademy1890
 

 Missing Something???

Check the Lost & Found

located in the office. 

 The mornings are cold!

Please be sure your

children have

appropriate clothing for

our volitile North Dakota

fall weather.

RECESS
LOST & FOUND
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Mrs. Mahoney's Kids' Kingdom
To begin the month of October, we celebrated JHS Homecoming with Blue Jay activities. Our
learning stations included all aspects of development. Fine motor, gross motor, and everything in
between! The kids used magnetic letters to spell Blue Jays/Football/Jamestown. We sorted a large
pile of cards depicting a variety of Blue Jay birds into 'Real or Art' categories. At the Writing
Center, we did our best to draw the JHS logo and to write the words Blue Jay, Football, Jamestown.
To prep for the big game, we had a football toss target station in our room! It was a favorite. For
the Building Challenge in the block area, we were tasked with building Blue Jay birdhouses from
photos of real ones. The creations and effort were impressive. 
The Kinder Prep class spent time closely studying bats and spiders! Spider math and bat science,
AB patterns, STEM activities, art projects, and 
music all were incorporated in our active 
learning! 
The AM Preschoolers investigated bats and 
spiders through art, books and movement. They 
also did some science by mixing paint colors 
which allowed us to practice our Mid-line. 
All of the kids worked hard on their fine motor 
skills, printing, cutting, math, and language skills.



Miss Nikki's Kids' Kingdom
Hello November! October was such a fun month
with lots of learning about bats and spiders. In
November we are going to spend the whole
month talking about being thankful, not only for
our family, but also Jesus, water, food, and the
things that keep us warm and safe! We will
cover being thankful just in time for Christmas!
This month we will also still be working on
colors, shapes, patterns, letters, numbers, and
practicing cutting and gluing! We will be adding
painting more to the list! Keep checking
backpacks for notes and bring back their
homework as well!

With love and blessings,
Miss Nikki & Mrs. Jodi

Mrs. Neville's Pre-K
Pre-Kindergarten has had a busy month!
We have been learning new things,
exploring our environment, praying
together, and making new friends! Here
are a few of the highlights from the past
month:
- During our unit on fall and leaves, we
went on a nature scavenger hunt around
the school. We collected some of our
favorite items and brought them into the
school. To get a closer look, we used a
microscope and magnifying glasses.
- While learning about pumpkins, we
decided to investigate the inside of a
pumpkin. The class named the parts of
the pumpkin, and drew what we
predicted the inside would look like.
Once we cut it open, we used our senses
to identify how it smelled, looked, felt,
and sounded.



October is the month of the rosary. We spent
time learning the prayers of the rosary and
how to say those prayers. We also learned
about missionaries and how we to can be a
missionary. The students have been
practicing Halloween fingerplays. We will
perform our fingerplays for our prayer
partners and will share the fingerplays with
our families. In reading, students have been
learning new words and strategies to help
them read and write. Math had us working
with patterns, pennies, shapes, linking cubes,
teddy bears, and numbers. In science we have
been learning about plants and animals. In
social studies we have been talking about
needs and wants. Everyone enjoyed the
beautiful weather we had in October. 

Quarter 1 was busy for the first graders! We learned our daily routine and started getting Math
homework. We also started using RazKids – an online reading program that helps us become
better readers all while building an avatar. We enjoy Tuesdays because we get to be close to
Jesus during Adoration and we get all dressed up for Mass. We are still learning about animals in
Science and even memorized the Frog Life Cycle and made movable animals to learn about their
structures and functions. We can’t wait to see what Quarter 2 brings us!

First Grade

Kindergarten



Second grade has been spectacular! We have begun to prepare for the sacrament of
Reconciliation. We can’t wait to receive this special sacrament in December! We have been
studying the Rosary and pray a decade of it during Adoration. We also enjoy visiting the Grotto
to pray and having Father Lorsung come to our classroom each week. We know how to solve
story problems, tell temperature to the nearest ten degrees, and find missing numbers on a
hundred number chart. In Science, we are exploring Earth’s landscape and describing
properties of materials through various hands-on experiments. In Social Studies, we are
learning about our government and how to meet our needs. We are busy reading books and
taking Accelerated Reader tests on them to reach our monthly goal! It has been a blessing to
learn and grow together each day.  

Third grade is such a wonderful age to
experience. We've been blessed with
thoughtful, wonderful, insightful
conversations about our community (in social
studies), our Virtues and Faith (in religion),
and what revolves around the sun (earth:
science)! If you ever want to hold a
conversation with a third grader; you will get
honesty, integrity, and a dose of reality, all
beautifully balanced with a view into their
virtue of Charity (They know HOW to show
love, be love, and act in love!). We've hit the
ground running in our classrooms, our
students have been resilient in practicing
new technologies, and we've learned that
everybody is teacher, and everybody is a
learner! Here's to a great month to aim to be a
saint!

Third Grade

Second Grade
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Fifth Grade

Fourth Grade
Fourth Grade has had a fun filled month! As a class, we have read over 1,000 books on
EPIC! Great job students!! As we head into November we will participate in the All Saints
Day Parade where the students will represent their chosen Saint. The students have
worked hard researching and writing a paper about their Saint. It has been a fun activity
that helps us reflect on our own prayer and the virtues we practice at school.

In math we are working on fractions, decimals
and percentages as well as the relationship
between division and multiplication. In science
we are studying different kinds of vertebrates
and invertebrates. We are learning about
different cultures in social studies and how
these cultures lived. In reading we are working
on cause and effect, idioms, and conjunctions
and semi-colons for grammar. We continue
working hard and learning about our virtues
each week! We have enjoyed Fr. Pfeifer coming
in and teaching us about the Bible timeline. We
look forward to learning more in November.



Middle School
St. John's Middle School is thriving! Our middle school students are thriving! Our
relationship with God is thriving!  
Thirty-six students make their way to the chapel each morning to start their day with a
decade of the Rosary and share prayer intentions. Thirty-six students are smiling as they
make their way from class to class throughout the day. Thirty-six students are taking their
academics to new heights. Thirty-six students are studying the virtues, learning about
their faith, and being a light to many.  God, along with our priests, benefactors, students,
families, teachers, and staff, are paving the way for the future of SJA Middle School, and if
the early days of this are any indication, the future is amazing!

 

Students are getting to be pros
at navigating the Bible. We have
learned that like God, the Bible
is timeless and full of wisdom
that is relevant to our lives
today.  

Students make use of technology to work in their
small group assignment with a student who is at
home.



Thank you to all the families who visited the Fall Book Fair! Every purchase helps earn
money to buy new books for the SJA Library. Through this sale, we earned over $1,000 to
spend for books and supplies for the library. Once new books begin to arrive, I will begin
highlighting them in the library for students to check out. 
I am enjoying being in the library with students. It is fun to see them excited when they
find a book they love. I really like offering suggestions on books that students will enjoy.
As the weather gets colder, it is a great time to snuggle up with a good book!
 

 

Band
The SJA band had a successful performance at the HOPE dinner. A huge “thank you” to
parents and students for your cooperation with getting the students to the school and
assistance with moving the equipment back to the band room. 
The band is preparing for a fall/Christmas concert. Date yet to be determined.  
Blessings to all!

 

Library

Student Council
October is a busy month for the SJA Student Council. Every year the council sponsors Sock-
tober, collecting socks that will be donated to the Orphan Grain Train. They kicked off the
Sock Drive with Crazy Sock Day. If you would like to donate new socks to help the
homeless, please bring them to the SJA office by Friday, November 5th.  
The student council is inviting the entire school to Trick-or-Treat at the SJA Middle School
on Friday, October 29th, during the class Halloween parties. The council and their friends
had a blast making the treats.  
Looking ahead: The council will be collecting food to donate to a local food pantry during
the months of November/December.
SJA Student Council 2021-22
Kaitlyn Monson, Bella Woiwoide, Adisyn Yunck,
Lilyana Schulz, Joe Trumbauer






