
December Newsletter

Important Dates
December 2nd - Kids' Kingdom Merry Little Jammie Party @ 5:30pm (St. John's Academy)
December 4th - PTO Sponsored Christmas Family Fun Event @ 3:30pm (St. John's Academy)
December 9th - Kids' Kingdom, Pre-K  & Kindergarten Christmas Program @ 2:00pm (Basilica)
December 12th - 1st through 6th Grade Christmas Program @ 6:30pm (Basilica)
December 19th - 5th through 8th Grade Band & Choir Christmas Concert @ 5:30pm (St. John's Academy)
December 21st - All School Christmas Caroling - Open to SJA Families @1:45pm (St. John's Academy)
December 22nd  through January 2nd - No School - Christmas Break

Merry Christmas from the

St. John's Academy

Teachers & Staff



St. John’s Academy Families,

December is usually a very busy time for the Academy and this year will be no exception 
with the Band, Choir, and Orchestra concert on December 5th, followed by the early 
childhood and elementary programs on December 9th and 12th respectively. Our teachers,
music directors, and their students have been diligently working for several weeks/months
now. I am looking forward to taking in their performances this year and hope that you will 
have the great pleasure of joining us for some of the seasonal festivities!

The Holiday season is a joyful time of year no matter where you work but is especially exciting when you work at
a Catholic school. Christmas programs, concerts, classroom traditions, decorations, and the overall joy and
enthusiasm in our students is truly a gift to all of us employed at the Academy. For me, the interactions with our
students in the month of December reminds me of how excited I was as a child for Christmas to arrive. Snow,
sledding, Santa, presents, great meals, cookies, snacks, family, friends, a break from school, family traditions, and
Midnight Mass made it difficult to contain my enthusiasm.

If I’m honest, my enthusiasm has been curbed to some degree over the years. As an adult and parent, I now
understand that there’s a little more work involved with the Holiday season than I realized when I was young.
Which is one of the reasons why I consider it a great blessing to be able to work for and be surrounded by the
students of St. John’s Academy. Their happiness is infectious and as if through osmosis they inevitably fill me with
joy, making me young at heart again!

A brief reflection on the different stages of life and how it can impact one’s feelings towards December led me to
Matthew 18: 3-5. Here Christ is instructing us that if we don’t change and become like little children, we will not
inherit the Kingdom of God. Many theologians much wiser than I have provided commentary on these verses
much more profoundly than I could ever generate. However, in very basic terms, I remember that when I was a
child, Christmas was a season of joy, gratitude, hope, and anticipation. I believe that in these verses our Lord is
instructing us to rekindle those exact dispositions that we had as children in our ongoing relationship with Him.

If you find yourself in need of a boost this Christmas, you won’t have to look very far for inspiration as it is visible
in the hearts of our children. Please know that you and your family are invited to attend our Holiday events this
December, but you are also invited to come to our school Masses, Adoration times, and special events throughout
the year. In doing so, I think you’ll have a similar experience to mine. The joy and enthusiasm of our students is
contagious and will remind us all of the great gift we’ve been given in being called children of God.

I’ll be praying for all of us and our families this season of Advent and into the Christmas season. May God our
Father, increase the joy in our hearts and show us ways to give that joy away to each other.

Blessings to you and yours this December. In Christ,

Jeff Trumbauer
Principal – St. John’s Academy

From The Principal's Desk



Our Early Childhood Program which includes Kids' Kingdom, Pre-Kindergarten,
and Kindergarten will be held on Friday, December 9th at Saint James Basilica at
2:00 PM
Our St. John's Academy Christmas Pageant titled "The Unfriendly Beasts" will be
on December 12, at Saint James Basilica starting at 6:30 PM. The Pageant includes
grades First through Sixth. 
Our Choir/Band/Orchestra Christmas Concert will be held on Monday, December
19th, starting with caroling at 5:30 PM at St. John's Academy in the Commons Area.  

The month of November has been very busy in the music room with learning songs, reciting
lines, and acting out parts for our upcoming Christmas Program and Pageant. Please take
note of the following dates during the Christmas Season.

One could say it's beginning to look and sound a lot like Christmas! The students and I hope
you will be able to attend these events. If not, will be eager to share some pictures of these
events with you soon.

Have a wonderful Advent and Christmas!
Mrs. Julie Sprague
St. John's Academy
Music Specialist/ Choir Director  

Music News 
from Mrs. Sprague

SJA Apparel
makes a great

Christmas gift!
Visit:

 www.orriginals/sja-apparel/



Mrs. Mahoney's Kids' Kingdom
November was a month of reflection and gratitude. We spent time talking about all we were
thankful for…Jesus, the Chapel and it’s red candle, parents, siblings, pets, warm beds, mac ‘n
cheese, hugs…the list was long! Many of our activities revolved around this topic of
thankfulness. These Littles understand and it’s heartwarming to listen to their thoughts and
reasoning. WE are thankful for getting to spend our days with these kids. Their beautiful
outlook on life is a blessing to witness!
The holiday season can be so magical, especially with little ones in the house! We’re looking
forward to enjoying the excitement of the season together in our classroom. Yet, December
can also easily become hectic and stressful. My hope is that you find time to slow down and
snuggle up with your family this month. As Mama Llama says, “sometimes we should take a
rest and hold the ones we love the best. Wishing, waiting, wanting things…we forget what this
time brings. Gifts are nice, but there’s another – the true gift is we have each other.” Merry
Christmas to you, our School Family!

 



Community of Saints
spotlight

Find SJA Online! 
 

www . s t johnsacademynd .org
 

stjohnsacademy
 

@sjacademy1890
 

For more information on our Community of Saints program, visit: 
www.stjohnsacademynd.org



 
Consider a gift to SJA and our Library this
Christmas season.  During the Christmas season,
a “Giving Tree” is in the main hallway by St.
Joseph’s Chapel.  On the tree, are pictures of
books from our library that have been damaged,
are old, books from a series that we are missing,
or student requests.   We would appreciate your
help in replacing and updating these books. 
 Please choose a card from the tree, put the card
and check/cash in an envelope found under the
tree. There is also a donation sticker you can fill
out. Please turn everything in to someone in the
office!  We thank you so much for your support
and have a blessed Christmas season! 

 
-Miss Hournbuckle 

Physical Wellness
from Mr. Horgan

Library News

This year, it is set for December 5th to 11th. The purpose of
this annual event is to educate people about the importance
of proper hand hygiene and appropriate hand washing
techniques. Simply put, proper hand hygiene helps reduce
infections by washing the hands thoroughly with soap and
water. It’s a lifesaving practice. Hand washing is “a do-it-
yourself vaccine. Follow these five steps:  wet, lather (soap),
scrub, rinse, dry. Scrub for at least 20 seconds. 
Four principles of hand awareness are: 
1) wash your hands when they are dirty and before eating 
2) do not cough into hands
3) do not sneeze into hands  
4) don’t put your fingers in your eyes, nose or mouth. 

For more information on National Handwashing Awareness
Week, check out his website: nationaltoday.com/national-
handwashing-awareness-week.

National Handwashing Awareness Week is approaching.



Mrs. Gange's Kids' Kingdom

On All Saints Day, we had a special saint themed
snack from a friend.
 We learned a lot about nocturnal animals and
the adaptations they have to be awake at night.
We wore our pajamas to school to be nocturnal
and read books with flashlights.
During our Thanksgiving unit, we learned some
facts about turkeys and looked at photos/videos
of turkeys in the wild.
Our main focus during our Thanksgiving unit
was being thankful. We talked about things we
are thankful for and practiced thanking God for
all that we have.

Pre-K has been very busy so far this year! We’ve
been having so much fun playing and learning
together. Here are some of the last month’s
highlights:

 

Mrs. Neville's Pre-K

November, we talked so much about harvest
and all the great things to be thankful for as we
were approaching Thanksgiving. It is always
fun to ask a 3-4 year old what they are thankful
for. Their responses are so genuinly perfect
and always make me smile. 
As we end November, we start December with
Kindness. Talking about what kindness means
and what that might look like. That will then
lead us into the stroy of the Grinch and his
heart growing 3 sizes too big. 
Finally, we will talk about the true reason for
Christmas, the birth of Jesus Christ! 

With love & Blessings, 
Mrs. Gange 



November was a time in kindergarten to count our blessings and be thankful for all we have.
We spent time talking about all the people and things that God has blessed us with. We also
spent some time with our 5th grade prayer partners playing board games. Friendship Friday
is one of our favorite activities because we get to travel to other classrooms and learn from
the other early childhood teachers. This month's theme was colors. We continue to build on
our foundational skills and our confidence in our reading and writing abilities. We are
looking forward to learning about the season of Advent as we prepare our hearts for the
coming of Baby Jesus.  

 

Kindergarten



Support Our  Community of Saints

For more information on our Community of Saints program, visit: 
www.stjohnsacademynd.org



The first graders were very busy during November. We talked about Veteran’s Day and made
some awesome flag/soldier art for the residents at Eventide Senior Living. 
We learned about all kinds of saints and were able to watch the 4th graders do their Saint
parade. 
In Math, we started learning addition facts called the ‘doubles’ with a cool rap to go with it. 
We learned how parents take care of their offspring in science. 
We had a surprise Snow Day in November which brought us plenty of snow to play with at
recess time!

 

First Grade



We have started to prepare for the Sacrament of Penance and Reconciliation and are eager
to receive this special sacrament in December! 
In Math, we learned how to solve problems using various representations and wrote
equations to represent the situations. 
In Science, we described different kinds of materials by their properties and in Social
Studies we learned how people work to get what they need. 
We enjoy our weekly Adoration time on Tuesdays and priest visits on Wednesday. 
The Jamestown high school swim team visited our classroom to read the story “The
Rainbow Fish” and everyone got a book! We also wished the Blue Jay volleyball team good
luck as they passed our school on their way to the state tournament! 
November was full of learning new things and developing lifelong skills together! 

Second Grade



 Your Local Provider of Clean, Secure
and A ordable Self-Storage

Call us today at (952) 491-6837 or rent online 
at www.kostorage.com!

New Inventory
 

Variety of Sizes
 

Convenient Access Hours

Wide Aisles
 

Oversized Doors

24-Hour Security
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Individual Access Codes

Temperature Controlled 
& Drive-Up Units

 
RV & Boat Storage

Month-to-Month Leases
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Process 

 
Communications Center
(Open 7am -7pm Daily)
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First Month Free! 

50% O  Your First Month! 



Quotable Moments:
Third Graders Answer the Question:

What is something you will do to help someone this Advent Season?

"If someone needs help bringing groceries to their house, I will help them carry their
groceries."-Adley
"I could help by helping people in the community and being friendly. I can obey my parents
and make people happy."-Clare
"I'll help clean up the earth, this summer go on a boat, getting one of those claws and
picking up the trash in the lake." -Jocelyn
"I can hold the door for an elderly person if it's a heavy door and they can't open it." -Mason
"I can help the people that were hit by Hurricane Ian by asking my mom for a check to give
them." -Ryan
"I can pray for my grandpa because he has cancer all over his body."-Benjamin
"I could pick up trash so that people don't trip on it and if they have a garden their stuff
doesn't stop growing." -Leon
"By Walmart, I could put food down (canned food) outside for some people that can't afford
any." -Lauren
"So that the world can have more vocations so more people can share God's Love. For
volunteers at small organizations, so they can find good volunteers."-Andrew
"I could bring in groceries for my mom and dad because they sometimes have a lot of
groceries."-Jenner

Third Grade



Fifth Grade

This month was
highlighted by our
"Volumeville" project!
Students constructed
buildings and a town using
volume. They had to design
buildings of different
lengths, widths, and
heights!

Fourth Grade

The 4th grade has been chugging along these past weeks. 
During one of our Reading/Language Arts units we were learning about and reading dramas
(skits). I've always enjoyed allowing the kids to act out these skits. Not only is it fun, but it also
challenges them to work as a team to accomplish a goal. Even though things weren't perfect,
they succeeded at overcoming the challenge. They made a bunch of their own props and
brought some props and wardrobe from home. I will say that I was quite proud of them. They
ended up coming together in their groups and performing very passionate skits. They paid
attention to the details and delivered an energized version of the drama "Ranita". I hope we
didn't cause too much commotion! 

Welcome to Volumeville!



After completing their Mission Unit: Standing on the Side of the Poor, the 6th
graders decided to take action. They are bringing in money to support Feed
My Starving Children, an organization that we will pack food with next spring
on our Mission Trip to the Twin Cities. This is an amazing organization where
over 90% of donations go to feed the hungry. Packing food at their facility in
the cities is always one of the students' favorite experiences on our Mission
Trip. Our goal is to be able to donate $365; this will feed an entire family for a
year! After one week, we already have over $200. These kids are inspiring!! 

Middle School



Christmas. What a wonderful time of year. Sometimes the "wonder"
of the season gets lost in our To Do Lists that we make for ourselves.
It is easy to let our focus be guided by the preparations we make for
meals, parties, gifts, gatherings, etc. This year's 6th graders are
working daily to keep our focus on Jesus this Advent. How are we
readying our hearts? Is there room in our heart for Him this
Christmas or is He simply an afterthought? Here are some prayers
the 6th graders wrote to guide them this Advent. Perhaps you want
to write your own short prayer...or maybe one of these will help you
get the most out of this Advent season.  

Dear Jesus, 
Help me and the others around me to focus on the meaning of
Christmas. You came to save us. It's not about the presents. Help me
be better this year. Amen.
 Brady A.

Dear Jesus,
Please help me to focus on you because sometimes I lose my way.
Amen.
 Micah S.

Dear Jesus,
Help us to truly know the meaning of Christmas. Help us to
understand that it's not about presents and decorations; it's about
preparing for your birth. Amen.
 Haidey P-J.

Christmas Blessings to you and
your family.






