
Important Dates

January Newsletter

January 3rd - School Resumes after Christmas Break
January 14th - 1st Grade Fairy Tale Fun @ 1 PM
January 17th - End of Q2
January 22nd & 23rd - Midwinter Challenge Basketball Tournament @ UJ
January 30th - Catholic Schools Week begins



Dear Families of St. John's Academy,

In a recent prayer time, I came across this verse from St. Paul’s Letter to the Romans
“May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in
 hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” It is so fitting as we prepare to celebrate Christmas 
and the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

It’s called the most wonderful time of the year. But for many people, it doesn’t always feel 
that way. Maybe, instead of wonder, you’ve found worry this Christmas season. Instead of experiencing
peace on Earth, you’re overwhelmed by stress. Maybe, instead of preparing your hearts with hope and peace
for Christmas you were stir crazy during the storm days at home with your kiddos. 

Wherever you find yourself this Christmas, Jesus Christ has an incredible offer for you. He says, “Come to
me, all you who labor and are burdened, and I will give you rest.” 

I like that verse because it says the exact opposite of what most people think God will say to them. They
think that if God wants them to come home to him this Christmas, he’s going to make some demands along
with that.

They think he’ll say something like, “Come home to me and I will give you rules. Come home to me and I will
give you regulations. Come home to me and I will give you restrictions. Come home to me and I will give you
religion. Come home to me and I will give you rituals.” 

But God doesn’t say any of those things. He says, “Come to me and I will give you rest.”

Read that again. God is offering you true rest from your heavy burdens, but the first step is to go to him; or
run to Him!

Do you find yourself living in a constant state of fatigue and stress? That’s because you’re trying to live your
life on your own power. God never meant for you to do that. Instead, God wants you to rely on and rest in
His power.

The Old Testament says, “He gives power to the faint, abundant strength to the weak.” (Isaiah 40:29).  

And the New Testament promises: “God strengthened with every power, in accord with his glorious might,
for all endurance and patience, with joy” (Colossians 1:11).

If you’ve been feeling down, anxious, fatigued, or worried this Christmas season, come home to God. He’s
the one who created you. He’s watched every moment of your life and knows everything about you—and He
still loves you. He forgives you and invites you to come home to His peace and strength.

Come home to Him today, you’ll find real rest in the manger of your heart this Christmas.

Fr. Neil Pfeifer

A Word From Our Paster



St. John’s Academy Families,

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to you and yours from all of us at St. John’s Academy. We 
hope this newsletter finds you well and that your family had a blessed Christmas break!

I want to begin with extending a word of praise to Mrs. Sprague and Dr. Deacon Geffre for putting 
together wonderful Christmas programs this year. The students gave impressive performances at 
the Early Childhood and Elementary programs for which they, and their classroom teachers, should
be proud as should Mrs. Sprague for her organization and direction. 

The Band, Choir, and Orchestra concert was equally enjoyable. It is amazing to see the progress of the students from year
to year. Kudos to Deacon Geffre, Mrs. Sprague, and Ms. Maddy for their efforts this year. All three have gone above and
beyond to develop their programs and the skills of their pupils. The fruit of their labor was evident in the December
programs!

As we turn the calendar to a new year, it is appropriate and necessary to give thanks for the many blessings God has
bestowed on the Academy. When looking back at 2022, I am astonished at all that was accomplished through the
generosity of many and God’s grace. The very existence of the Academy and continued yearly operations are entirely
attributed to the generosity of time, talent, and finances of others. When I reflect on all the contributions made over the
years and most recently with the capital campaigns and building projects, I am overwhelmed with gratitude but also am
amazed at God’s intervention. Additionally, when looking at all the teachers and staff members who have supported the
mission of the Academy over the years it is awesome to see how God has and continues to bless St. John’s Academy.

As a part of his annual address to the school faculty, Monsignor Wald would mention that there was a reason why we were
employed at St. John’s Academy. God is providing us an opportunity to both share our gifts and talents with the students
of SJA, and He is also providing us an opportunity to grow in our own faith as we proclaim the Gospel and to be immersed
in a nurturing Christian environment for our own growth and the benefit of our Christian brothers and sisters.

I believe this to be true not only for our staff but also for our donors and families as well. To quote a parent, who spoke on
behalf of the Academy recently, he stated that “the Academy is a treasure to this community.” From a personal
perspective, I agree with this sentiment entirely. St. John’s Academy has been a blessing to me and my family not just
from a faith and educational perspective but also in providing an opportunity to support a mission that is bigger than
myself. St. John’s Academy gives us the great blessing of being able to give back to God through our time, talent, and
finances. In the Gospel of Luke, Chapter 6, verse 38 our Lord tells us “Give and gifts will be given to you; a good measure,
packed together, shaken down, and overflowing, will be poured into your lap.” In other words, we can never be more
generous than God.

Thank you to everyone who has invested in St. John’s Academy either through the enrollment of your children, your
finances or donation of time. You have and continue to make St. John’s Academy a special place. May God our Father, bless
you abundantly in 2023 with “a good measure, packed together, shaken down, and overflowing, (that) will be poured into
your lap.” 

Happy New Year!
In Christ,

Jeff Trumbauer
Principal – St. John’s Academy

From The Principal's Desk



WE NEED YOUR HELP!

Mark your calendars and

help SJA put on a top-notch

Youth Basketball
Tournament! 

Watch your email for

volunteer sign-ups!



Gingerbread Building Challenges
Fine Motor Cookie Cutting
Fine Motor Candy Cane Lacing
Mini-Tree Decorating Math 1-10
Gingerbread Yoga
Christmas Bow Math - Patterns
Christmas Cookie Kitchen
Painting w/ Cups

 “(OUR) FAVORITE THINGS”
    (from December Work Stations)

 

Mrs. Mahoney's Kids' Kingdom

Kinder Prep Highlight: 
Annual Jammie Party
(It’s a gift of time to our parents on a Friday
night. New pajama donations are collected
for those in need. We serve supper, play
games, and have a bedtime snack with
stories to end the night.)

AM Session Highlights: 
Classroom visit from Saint Nicholas and taking
a school bus to the movie theater.



Community of Saints
spotlight

Find SJA Online! 
 

www . s t johnsacademynd .org
 

stjohnsacademy
 

@sjacademy1890
 



Mrs. Gange's Kids' KingdomMrs. Gange's Kids' Kingdom

Mrs. Neville's Pre-K

Our Early Childhood Christmas Program was as cute as ever!
Thank you to all of our early childhood parents for your support this year. We are excited to
watch your little ones learn and grow. Best wishes as we transfer into 2023!



Kindergarten



Support Our  Community of Saints

For more information on our Community of Saints program, visit: 
www.stjohnsacademynd.org



We have had a busy month.We are working
hard in all of our classes and learning so much.
It’s amazing what our brains can do!
We have learned a lot about the Season of
Advent. We made Advent wreaths and “light”
them each Monday. We have learned about the
ancestors of Jesus as we put ornaments on our
Jesse Tree, and we’ve opened our Advent
Calendar to see what new surprise we can put
on our Nativity. Plus, we are also studying
about the different names of Jesus which is
really interesting.
In Science we are learning about
communication and sound with both animals
and people. We’re continuing to learn about
addition and memorizing our facts in Math. 
During Reading, we have been working with
consonant blends/digraphs, main topic/key
details, and characters/setting/plot. 
In Social Studies, we are doing a unit on
Christmas Around the World.
We wish everyone a very blessed Christmas
Season!!

 

First Grade



We received the Sacrament of Reconciliation and Penance this month! We are so grateful
we get the opportunity to repair and strengthen our relationship with the Lord through
this sacrament. 
In math we learned how to use various strategies to fluently add within 100, in science we
investigated changes that can happen to materials, and in social studies we traveled around
the world to explore how various countries celebrate Christmas. 
We enjoyed participating in the STEM day and the Christmas Program! 
We have had a lot of personal growth this month and are looking forward to what the new
year brings us!  

Second Grade

Catholic Schools Week 
January 29th  - February 4th



Third Grade

Watch us learn and grow. You will be
amazed at what we can do. 

2023 HERE WE COME!



Fifth Grade

Fourth Grade



Middle School
December was a short month but
we still seemed to pack it full of
learning, experiences and fun!
The Christmas Pageant put us in
the Christmas spirit and was
timed perfectly before our four
day "snow day" hit!                    

Sphere Ball was a favorite at
STEM Day! We are so 
grateful for a day of hands 
on STEM Activities. A big 
thank you to Edutech for 
facilitating the event at 
St. John's Academy.

Cast your vote!
The 6th - 8th grade classes designed their own unique version of ugly sweaters. The assignment
required a science concept be included in the design.  All the students at SJA voted on their
favorite sweater.  Wow! These students are so clever and imaginative!

STEM DAY



"Two teams from St. John's Academy's Middle School competed in the North Dakota Cyber Madness
State Tournament which was held on November 18th. After placing 1st and 2nd in regional competition
the teams earned a 3rd and 8th place finishes in the State competition. Cyber Club team members
consisted of Abby Ament, Tyler Bucton, Jack Bollinger, Kenny Dobson, Larkin Kleven, Luke Monson, Joe
Trumbauer, and Henry Wolff. 
 
This is the first year of competition for SJA’s Cyber Club team, which is coached by the Academy’s
Science and STEM Teacher, Lindsey Cramer who stated, “I am really happy that we were able to provide
this opportunity for our students. They worked incredibly hard and represented the Academy and our
values exceptionally well. I’m very proud of their effort and performance.” 
 
As for the future of the Academy’s Cyber Club, school principal, Jeff Trumbauer, believes a bright future
is ahead, “Extra-curricular activities like our Cyber Club are a valuable component to the education
process for students. Tech experiences, like the Cyber Madness tournament, provide a great opportunity
for students who are interested in technology to develop and showcase their skills. I foresee that this
opportunity will become a mainstay as one of our extra-curricular offerings.” 

Congratulations to the St. John's Academy Cyber Club! 
A press release in the Jamestown Sun summarized our schools success. In case you missed it, see below:






