
November Newsletter

Important Dates
November 1st - All Saints Day Mass @ 9am (Basilica)
November 8th - Q1 Report Cards Sent Home
November 11th - Veteran's Day - No School 
November 18th - Final Friday - 11:45 AM Dismissal 
November 24th - Happy Thanksgiving - No School
November 25th - Thanksgiving Break - No School



St. John’s Academy Families,

As we turn the calendar over to the month of November, I am absolutely amazed
 at how fast the school year moves along. Here at the Academy, we are now fully
into our routines and are beginning to see growth in skill and understanding 
develop in our students. The process of helping a child grow, mature, and 
achieve academic success is like an equilateral triangle with the student, parent, 
and teacher on each point. When everyone does their part, goals are reached and
great results are achieved, but if someone neglects their duty, limited progress 
will be made. With that said, it is important to give credit to not only the students and staff at the
Academy, but also to guardians, parents, and grandparents for the investment of time and energy put
forth to aid our students in obtaining their academic and spiritual capabilities. Thank you for all that you
do, both big and small, to support the process of educating your children.

Despite the signs of the approaching winter season, the month of November has become one of my
favorite months of the year. At the end of the liturgical year in the Church, November is the month that
we remember the souls who have passed before us and reflect on the lives of the Saints who lived in
ways that glorified our Creator. During the month of November my memory turns to those who
impacted my growth and development.

Recently, I have been remembering two people who left a mark on me in 
Monsignor Wald and my grandmother. Stories could be told about their 
qualities, traits, and of incidents that left a profound impact on me. Both were
very generous, kind, and loving. Both were strong, committed, and unwavering
 in their faith and love of Christ’s bride, the Church.

However, I have come to realize that their influence on me was less about their
actions, or who they were, and more about the relationship they built with me.
They made a point to spend time with me, and it was in these less memorable 
moments that they made a difference in my life. Through these unstructured moments, we got to know
each other, and my respect and admiration grew.

Monsignor would visit me in the office daily. Sometimes, we would have a lot to discuss and other times
not. Most of the time these were unstructured, non-purposeful appointments. We were just hanging out,
getting to know each other, and supporting each other as friends. Likewise, I was fortunate to be able to
spend a fair amount of time with my grandmother, who lived to 96 years of age. We spent time playing
cards, taking road trips, fishing, hiking, etc.

Looking back, I don’t recall a lecture or lesson from either Monsignor or my grandmother. I do recall
their Christian example, but it was their love and friendship that I appreciated, respected, and desired to 
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emulate. In the Church, we often note that when it comes to a matter of the faith… it’s often a
“both/and” scenario, not an “either/or”. When reflecting on why Monsignor and my grandmother
made a notable impression on me, I believe it was a combination of their virtuous living and the loving
relationship that they desired to build with me. One without the other, would not have left the impact
that it did.

As we look to support the growth of our children it is important to note that it’s also a “both/and”
scenario. Not only do we need to demonstrate through our example, but an investment of time to
build that loving relationship is necessary to have a profound impact. In doing this, we strengthen our
end of the triangle and support our children in their academic and faith journey. This November let’s
make a goal to look to those Saints, both recognized and unrecognized, for their examples of how we
can make a difference in the lives of others.

Blessing to you and yours this November. In Christ,

Jeff Trumbauer
Principal – St. John’s Academy



Dear Families of St. John's Academy,

November Reflection
You need more than positive thinking to survive in this world. You need hope. Hope is 
trusting that the promises that God made would be fulfilled. He has many promises 
from cover to cover of the Bible, and every one of them is fulfilled. 

The Bible offers five reasons you can have hope through Jesus Christ. 

1.     God chose you before you chose him.                                                          CREATE
2.     God always treats you with grace and mercy.                                          RESCUE
3.     God has secured your future.                                                                          REDEEM
4.     God’s power will protect you.                                                                         GRACE
5.     You can have hope because God is preparing you for eternity.         YOUR RESPONSE

God is using everything in your life - the good, the bad, and the ugly - to do so. Once you understand
this, life begins to make sense. You stop asking, “Lord, why is this happening?” because you know
why: He’s preparing you for eternity.

1 Peter 1:6-7 remind us: “In this you rejoice, although now for a little while you may have to suffer
through various trials, so that the genuineness of your faith, more precious than gold that is
perishable even though tested by fire, may prove to be for praise, glory, and honor at the revelation of
Jesus Christ

These verses describe six truths about problems:

1.     Problems are temporary. They won’t last forever.
2.     Problems are necessary. They are an indispensable part of preparing you for Heaven.
3.     Problems are varied. You’ll experience trials of all different shapes, sizes, and levels of intensity.
4.     Problems test your faith. You build muscles by testing them. In the same way, when your faith is
        tested, your faith grows stronger.      
5.     Problems purify your motives. God is much more interested in your character than in your 
        comfort. He’ll use trials to refine your character.
6.     Problems prepare you for your rewards. The trials you’re going through now don’t compare to the 
        rewards of Heaven.

The troubles you’re experiencing now aren’t fun. They may even be painful. But the Bible makes it
clear that they’ll make your faith stronger. Then, your faith will produce perseverance.

That’s why you can have hope, no matter what’s going on in your life right now.

Fr. Neil Pfeifer

A Word From Our Paster



Mrs. Mahoney's Kids' Kingdom
Each month we fill our school days with a variety
of activities to purposefully fulfill developmental
standards. (Pretty formal, huh?) That being said,
our goal is that your kids come home with no idea
they've been "working" all day. When they say,
"we played today," well, that's when we know
we're doing our job...and doing it right! Children
learn best through playing. Play is their Work!
They need to touch and manipulate objects,
interact with their environment and peers,
communicate and compromise, move and make
noise. Learning is a whole-body experience and
we've been hard at work! So, because we know
they mostly share about outdoor recess and snack
time, let me share some details on what we've
been doing. 
Word Table: it allows us to practice speaking in
front of the class and mandates we use
descriptive language. Color Recognition: we
introduced the concept of color shades by using
paint swatches to match fall colors on a nature
walk. Chapel: we continue to practice our
etiquette, prayers, and songs as we learn about
Virtues and Jesus. Science: investigated bats and
spiders through active learning such as STEM, art,
math, books, movement, etc. We also fit in
pumpkin sensory bins with magnifying glasses (of
course), a visit from UJ football, and Parent
Partners who signed up for math this month. 
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While learning about fall and leaves, we
went on a nature hunt. We took our
clipboards outside to keep track of all the
things we found. Then, we collected some
of our favorite things to investigate in the
classroom.
We painted fall art projects.
 During the University of Jamestown’s
homecoming, members of the football
team came into the classroom. They read
us a story and showed us some of their
football gear. Go Jimmies!!
We explored a pumpkin my cutting it
open. We wanted to get a closer look at
the inside using all of our senses.
To help build hand strength and work on
fine motor development, we played with
play dough and cookie cutters.

Pre-K has been off to a busy and very exciting
start! We’ve been having so much fun playing
and learning together. Here are some of the
last month’s highlights:

 

Mrs. Neville's Pre-K

We are learning to play and playing to learn!
Last month was so much fun in Mrs. Gange's
class! We learned all about bats & spiders! We
played a game which involved shaking a dice,
counting the numbers and moving our
spiders the correct number of squares. 
We also spent some time exploring pumpkins.
We got to feel the pulp on the inside of a
pumpkin and talk about the pumpkins skin,
seeds, and how the pumpkin uses it's
vine/stem. 
In November we are looking forward to
talking about harvest, being thankful, and
finishing up learning all about pumpkins!

With love & Blessings, 
Mrs. Gange 

Miss Nikki's Kids' Kingdom



‘Twas the Night Before Thanksgiving by Dav Pilkey 
The Littlest Pilgrim by Brandi Dougherty 
How to Catch a Turkey by Adam Wallace 
Thanksgiving on Thursday by Mary Pope Osborn 
Constance and the Dangerous Crossing by Julie Gilbert 

Happy November, it is time to Gobble up a Good Book! 
 

Thank you so much for coming to our Scholastic Book Fair and supporting our school by
buying books! This book fair was our highest selling book fair in the past five years. New
books will be coming in soon! 
 

Miss H’s Favorite November Books 
 

Physical Wellness
from Mr. Horgan

Library News

Eating apples is a great way to achieve recommended 2-3
servings of fruit each day!

A medium apple has 80 calories, 21 grams of carbohydrates, 4
grams of fiber and 13% of your vitamin C for a day.

October is National Apple Month
 

As we close out the month of October, here are a couple of wellness
points related to consumption of the fantastic fruit, Apples!

 

 

 



What does every kindergartener think of when they hear October – Halloween. 
October was a busy month with lots of Halloween activities. We learned,
practiced, and performed Halloween Fingerplays for parents and our prayer
partners. October was not only about Halloween. Teachers were able to visit
with parents and share how their child is doing in school. We also had
Grandparents’ Day Mass. This is always a special day for grandparents and
grandchildren. It is fun to see the smiling faces of everyone during Mass and
then after as the students share their classroom with their grandparents.
October is the month of the rosary. The kindergarteners are learning how to
pray the rosary as we spend time in the chapel. October was also a month of
changing weather. One day we are running around in our T-shirts and the next
day we are wearing our winter coats, hats, and gloves. We can’t wait to see
what next month brings. 

 
 

Kindergarten



Support Our  Community of Saints

For more information on our Community of Saints program, visit: 
www.stjohnsacademynd.org



We have had a busy month.We are working hard in all of our classes and learning so much.
It’s amazing what our brains can do!
We are learning about different groups of animals and the function 
of their specific structures. 
We are delving into the three branches of government and symbols of 
our great nation.
We’ve been studying key details; short vowel sounds and l-blends; singular and plural nouns;
and different types of genre. In math, we’re covering counting patterns and place value.
Since October is the Month of the Rosary, the 8th Graders have come to our classrooms to
help us as we make rosaries and learn about the Mysteries. 
We look forward to them coming!
We had some Jimmie Football players visit one day after 
they stopped to read to the Pre-K & Kids Kingdom students. 
We made signs to wish them luck at their Homecoming game the 
next day. They won their game, so I guess SJA is their good luck 
charm. It was fun to meet them! 
Please pray for us as we continue learning and growing.

 

First Grade



2nd grade has been a blast! 
In Religion, we learned that God gives us the ability to choose, and He tells us about himself
through bible stories. Each week we enjoy discussing our new virtue and finding examples
within our life. 
In Math, we understood how to use patterns to count and add numbers.
In Science, we have explored land and water on Earth, and in Social Studies we learned
about our country's rights, symbols, leaders, and government. Each day we enjoy going to
the chapel to pray together!  
We are excited to announce that we have adopted a cow! Her name is Bella.
She was born on the Miron Farm in Hugo, Minnesota. Throughout the year we will get
updates about her life on the farm and learn about the importance of dairy farms!

Second Grade



"For this wonderful life!" - Cyrus
"I thank God for life!" -Wesley
"My family and friends." - Eva
"I'm thankful for life and family!"-Westyn
"Thank you, God for my family!" - Jazper
"I would thank God for letting me on this earth with all my friends and family!" - Rosie
"I thank God for food and water and friends." - Gabe
"I would thank God for giving me life!" -Charlie
"Here is everything I am thankful for, food, water, toys, mom, dad, parents, teachers,
friends, Ben, Bibles, the flag, George Washington, all the presidents, umm, crayons,
pencils, and <big breath> paper, dogs, cats, fish, octopi, Legends of Giant monsters,
beasts, stories, Wings of Fire Book series, my school, the sun, and books and computers
and candy and pizza, and that's all I think I can think of right now." -David
"Thanks for bringing me in this world and thanks for the perfect family I have, even
though they aren't always perfect. I thank God that I have great friends and I have a
great place to live." - Jozie
"For my family and friends." -Emma
"My new baby cousin." - William

Quotable Moments:
Third Graders Answer the Question:

What do you thank God for in your life?

Third Grade



On October 14th, we celebrated Grandparent’s Day with our Grandparent’s Mass at St.
James Basilica. Each class offered a gift that reminds us of our Grandparent’s and fun
things we do with them. The students were speakers and cantors for the mass. Our fifth
and sixth grades sang a special song for Grandparent’s called “Deep In My Heart”.  After
the Mass, Grandparents were invited back to St. John’s Academy for cookies with their
grandchildren and to tour their classrooms. It is always special to have our Grandparents
with us. They truly are the “cookies” in our lives!

The 2nd graders sang their hearts out at the annual HOPE Dinner. A beautiful ensemble of
grades 5th-8th also performed.

Music News



Fifth Grade

We in the 4th grade have been learning how to become "fishers of men" just as the saints
were. The amazing things that we have learned regarding the lives of these holy men and
women are something to admire and ultimately what we should strive to imitate in our own
lives today. Let's get hooked on Jesus!

Mr. Selzler's Fifth Grade
has been hard at work
getting through their
curriculum. 
We have also had enough
time to visit the University
of Jamestown two times to
use their SmartLab. The UJ
SmartLab is a STEM
focused area that allows
students to create projects
using materials given to
them. 

Fourth Grade



The 6th graders practice writing in cuneiform.

 

STEM Class 
7th graders work on stop motion videos 

 

Middle School



The algebra students show off their math and artistic skills
while presenting their dimensional analysis posters.

Bring on Q2!

W E  H A V E  S U C C E S S F U L L Y

C O M P L E T E D  Q 1






