
October Newsletter

Important Dates
October 3rd & 4th - Parent Teacher Conferences
October 7th - No School - Teacher Comp Day
October 10th - No School - Professional Development Day
October 12th - Flu Shots
October 14th - Grandparents Day Mass - 1:15 PM
October 15th - HOPE Dinner & Auction - 4:30 PM
October 20th - No School - Educator's Convention
October 21st - No School - Educator's Convention
October 28th - Final Friday - 11:45 AM Dismissal
October 30th - End of Q1

Welcome

Welcome

Welcome      

Back!
Back!
Back!   

Support St. John's
Academy Through
the HOPE Virtual

Auction!
 

Register Here



St. John’s Academy Families,

The summer of 2022 was another busy one for those of us at St. John’s Academy. 
Teachers and administrators worked throughout the summer for the return of 8th 
grade education, flushing out schedules, selecting, purchasing, and writing 
curriculum, adjusting policies and procedures, and preparing units and lessons for 
the coming school year.

Administratively, a capital campaign was formulated to eliminate the deficit incurred with the 2020
building addition and ongoing renovations.A committee was formed, and the silent phase began for
solicitation of financial gifts and pledges to “Finish the Vision” for the future of St. John’s Academy that
began when the first set of blueprints were drawn in 2017. 

Ongoing building improvement projects continued over the summer as 7 classrooms in the 1927 and 1955
additions were given a fresh look with new carpet, paint, LED lighting, and air conditioning.
Simultaneously, improvements were made to the school’s playground with the installation of
stormwater drains, field turf and the school’s landscaping.

Organizational changes were also implemented this summer with the formation of several new
positions including a Dean of Students (Mrs. Yatskis), Faculty Representative (Mrs. LeFevre), and Team
Leaders (Mrs. Neville, Mrs. Gapinski, Mrs. Eckroth, and Ms. Hournbuckle). The rational for the creation of
these positions was to improve internal communication, brainstorming, problem solving, and improved
efficiency for the betterment of the experience offered to our students.

Considering these changes, a valid question 
to consider would be, “is all this necessary?”
It’s a fair question. My answer begins by 
sharing my experience of touring the 
Basilica of Notre Dame in Montreal. I’ve had 
a great pleasure of traveling throughout my 
professional career. Unfortunately, my 
travels have not yet led me to Rome or the 
Holy Land so my relevant experience for this
analogy is my time at the Basilica in 
Montreal. The beauty of this church is 
nothing short of  amazing. In every direction
you turn, stunning artistry and architectural 
design is present.Twenty years after my 
visit I have yet to meet its equal. 

From The Principal's Desk



As you can tell, beautiful churches appeal to me. Because of my appreciation for this type of beauty,
I’m always a little surprised when I encounter a naysayer who is critical of the cost that goes into
building something like the Basilica of Notre Dame in Montreal. With all the poverty in this world,
I’m sympathetic to this viewpoint but my feelings of the necessity for Basilica’s and Cathedrals, like
the one I visited, remains unchanged. My comeback is centered on the viewpoint that when we do
something for the God of the universe, the Author of life, the Creator of all things, and our Savior it
should done to the best of our ability. Our response to God’s goodness should be an effort to strive
for greatness.

St. John’s Academy, located on the prairie of North Dakota, in Jamestown is an infinitesimally small
part of God’s operations. However, I believe we have the same obligation not only in our school
operations but in the transfer of this knowledge, understanding, and mentality to every student who
enrolls in our school. Now, keep in mind I said, “strive for greatness”. As a school, we will continue to
strive to offer your children the best education possible while remaining centered on Christ. We will
fall short. We will always have room for improvements. However, the goal is to help our children
grow in their understanding that their focus should be to strive for greatness, not only in their work
but more importantly in their relationship with the Creator. To build a cathedral with their own life
that, yes, will be costly, but will ultimately become a beautiful gift offered to the Father.

In Christ,

Jeff Trumbauer
Principal – St. John’s Academy
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!! Important !!
School News

St. John’s Academy  Accelerates Digital
Learning with ClassLink
SJA leverages award-winning Single Sign-On
platform to improve access for teachers and
students

Faced with an ever-increasing number of
web-based tools, St. John’s Academy
implemented ClassLink to streamline access
for teachers and students. ClassLink delivers
single sign-on to web resources and to files,
whether they are stored in the cloud, or on a
device. 

Mrs. Marlys Fix, explained the challenges St.
John’s Academy faced, saying, “The incredible
rise in demand for digital education
resources brings with it added complexity
around usernames and passwords. In order
for teachers and students to fully realize the
potential of digital learning, we had to
simplify their ability to access it. ClassLink
does exactly that.” 

SJA has a proven track record of utilizing
technology to improve everything from
operations to information management to
instructional strategy. Over time, SJA has
built a comprehensive suite of resources for
teachers and students. 

This venture was made possible for schools in
North Dakota thanks to the efforts of
Kirsten Baesler, the state superintendent of
schools for ND, and EduTech, which is part
of North Dakota’s Information Technology
agency (NDIT).



Dear Families of St. John's Academy,

The start of the school year always brings a smile to my face as our students and staff return to
the Academy. As I watched everyone file into school building on back-to-school night, I was 
reminded of how precious the students, faculty, and staff are that God has blessed us with. On 
the first day of school, I renewed my promise to dedicate as much time and energy that I can 
to educate our students, support the staff, and to assist everyone in encountering the living 
God.

Recently, I came across this verse, “It is better not to make a promise, than make it and not fulfill it.”
(Ecclesiastes 5:4). We make many promises throughout the course of a day, week, and year. We promise to run
an errand for a loved one, meet a deadline for a coworker, or to help a child with a classroom project. 

We have also made promises to God. When baptized, you or your parents and or godparents promised the
Father that you would remain committed to following Christ and that you would strive to live a virtuous life. 

The community of Jamestown has a precious gift in St. John’s Academy as our school offers daily instruction
that aids students in understanding and practicing virtuous living (defined as a “good habit” to strengthen us as
a follower for Jesus). Through instruction and modeling, the staff members of the Academy regularly provide
examples of what a life following Christ looks like. 

A partnership between educators and parents is required to instill true and life lasting faith-based values
within our children. As pastor, I encourage you to actively participate in the faith instructional process through
conversations with your children regarding religion lessons, the weekly virtue, and through daily family
prayer. 

As parents are the primary educators, you have the responsibility to educate your children in matters of the
Faith. This is not something that can happen solely at school or in faith formation classes. The data is clear, if
the Faith is not taught at home, it will not be practiced when children reach the age of adulthood. The good
news is that this is not a complicated process. Helping a child growth in faith and virtue is accomplished by
attending Mass or a worship service, reception of the sacraments, frequent family prayer, unconditional love,
meaningful conversations, and through acts of charity.

Recently, I had a conversation with a parent who brought up a very good point. The parent said, “a problem we
face today is no one wants to do the work.” If everyone gets an “A” on their paper regardless of effort or quality,
why would anyone invest the time? 

As it relates to our faith, one could say, “if we are all going to heaven, why should I practice virtue, study the
faith or go to church?” However, as we know from life experiences an “A” is not awarded if it is not earned. An
“A” is reserved for those who give it their best effort and have something of high quality to show for their
efforts. Our Heavenly Father operates the very same way as heaven is reserved for those who practice virtue
daily and strive for sainthood.

As parents and educators, we must take this awesome responsibility and our promise to our Lord seriously.
Anything short becomes a broken promise to God.

Fr. Neil Pfeifer
 

A Word From Our Paster



Community of Saints
spotlight

For more information on our Community of Saints program, visit: 
www.stjohnsacademynd.org



Mrs. Mahoney's Kids' Kingdom
Sending our children off to school can bring about emotion, no matter their age. This year, I was
reminded just how difficult it can be to 'let go' as we moved our youngest to college the day before I
met you all at Open House. It was rough. And although my husband and I have both been in education
for almost 30 years now, and as educators we truly love our students and care about their well being, it
hasn't been the smoothest transition for us. Entrusting your children to others can be difficult. Going
from 24 years of raising children and having a house full of life, to...well, whatever this is, has been quite
a change this month. So far, I've noticed a few positives being less laundry, groceries that last an
extremely long while, and a persistently clutter-free home. (Not all bad, but I'd take the commotion of
kids over a clean house right now.) 

I've always known how very fortunate I am that parents share their little ones with us. The difficulty in
dropping them off at the beginning of the school year is not lost on me. I remember my own kids
starting school and that feeling of time going by too quickly and wondering if the teacher understood
just how amazing MY child was. (Funny enough, those same thoughts crossed my mind when I dropped
the last one off at college recently. Sounds silly but, hey, our kids are always our 'Little Ones' - even
when they are grown.) Needless to say, I have a renewed appreciation for this adjustment period we're
all going through together! I'm here for you and your child...and yes, I promise I do understand just
how special and unique YOUR child is. 

Together, we are really settling into our daily routines and the growth already taking place is
incredible! We want school to be a positive experience and work hard to make each day meaningful.
Please know that the way your child feels about school is important to us. It can be tough to leave your
kids, and difficult on them as well, at first. But research shows that when young children are given the
opportunity to have independent and developmentally appropriate experiences in an early childhood
environment, the benefits will last for years. School Readiness, especially in the area of
Social/Emotional Development, is essential to success in later learning. Spending our days learning
with your kids is an honor and a job we take seriously...and find joy in every day. Remember, we
absolutely understand how very special YOUR child is! Thank you for trusting me, and Mrs. Burkett,
with your child's first school experience. We're looking forward to sharing Kids' Kingdom with you!

 



Mrs. Neville's Pre-K
Pre-K is off to a great start this year! We have been having so much fun getting into the school
routine and getting to know our new friends. Some of our favorite activities are playing
outside, exploring our classroom, going to PE, Library, and Music, and reading stories together!
We look forward to a fun, busy year together in pre-kindergarten!

 

October is going to be a busy month and an exciting one too! I will be getting married in October
and will be changing my name to Mrs. Gange. The adjustment will take a while for me but I
know the kids will catch on quickly!
During September we talked so much about family and how we are all brothers and sisters in
Christ. We discussed how our school family is different but with similarities to our home family. 
During our time in October, we will be talking lots about bats & spiders. We are going to be
practicing a lot of cutting and gluing this month. We will spend one week exploring pumpkins
and all the great things that deal with pumpkins! 

Miss Nikki's Kids' Kingdom



It is officially Fall. That means it is time to “Fall” in a good book. Things have been busy in the
library. Students have been enjoying the new books that came in over the summer. 
 
Get ready! The Scholastic Book Fair is coming our way (YAY!). Choosing their own books
empowers kids and inspires them to become bolder, prouder, and stronger readers. AND… as
always, every book they buy earns rewards for our school.   Mark your calendars, the
Scholastic Book Fair will be taking place October 3rd and 4th from 3:15-6:30 in the SJA
Library. October 5th and 6th from 3:00-4:00. The Fair URL can be found at
https://www.scholastic.com/bf/stjohnsacademy

It's Book Fair Time!
Visit our school's homepage to get the latest Book Fair news, shop our Online Fair, and more!
www.scholastic.com
Purchases will include sales tax as per Scholastic’s new sales tax policy.  

Library News

Top books in the library in September: 
Lower Elementary: 

Who Would Win Series by Jerry Pallotta 
Dog Man by Dav Pilkey 

Baby Sitters Club Graphic Novels by various authors 
 

Upper Elementary: 
Wings of Fire by Tui T. Sutherland 

Diary of A Wimpy Kid by Jeff Kinney 
I Survived Series by Lauren Tarshis 

 

https://www.scholastic.com/bf/stjohnsacademy
https://www.scholastic.com/bf/stjohnsacademy


Many exciting things happened during this first month of kindergarten!  We made new
friends, learned new routines, played with new toys, and talked about the wonderful things
we will learn throughout this year.  We met our 5th grade prayer partners and had a great time
getting to know them.  
During Friendship Friday, we enjoyed visiting and playing in Kid’s Kingdom, Pre-K and the
other Kindergarten classroom.  
In Science we enjoyed learning about the characteristics of living and non-living things by
observing gummy worms and earthworms.    
Most importantly, we have learned that Jesus loves us very much through prayer, bible
stories, Adoration and the Mass. 

 
 

First Grade

Kindergarten

First grade is off to a fantastic start!
We are reviewing our letters and
sounds in Reading. In Math, we’ve
been talking about having a good
mindset for learning and beginning to
work on patterns. Science has been
very interesting because we’re
learning about the different groups of
animals and we love animals! Religion
is great because we’ve been reviewing
the books of the Bible with the 8th
graders and using our prayer station.
We had a special visit from Bishop
Folda for the Grotto Blessing which
was beautiful to be a part of!

 



What a fun-filled year it has been to learn and grow together in 2nd grade! 
We are working on multiplication facts in math, observing how Earth’s landscape changes in
science, and how life adjusts throughout history in social studies. 
We have been completing monthly book reports and are looking forward to presenting our
floats in the book parade next month. 
In religion, we learned how the Mass is both a holy meal and a sacrifice. We understand that
taking part in the Mass helps us to grow closer to Jesus in the Eucharist. We appreciate
learning about the virtues each week and applying them to our daily life. This has allowed us
to build our character and lead a more purposeful life!  

 

Third grade is off and running into a new school year! We planted radish seeds to observe
and created an obstacle for another radish seed as we experience how living things are
affected and adapt to the environment around them. 
The third graders have stayed busy by learning about Pop-Art, and how to create a
Crankenstein... just ask a 3rd grader what that is and if it's better to have a fixed or growth
mindset when you start feeling cranky. 
We have also been busy learning about the Circle of Grace that surrounds others and
ourselves, writing with description, and working hard at growing into our best capable
selves. We look forward to where the year takes us!

Third Grade

Second Grade



Fifth Grade
The 5th Graders are getting into the swing of the new school year. There is a lot to take in but
we are all up for the challenge!
The highlight of the month was our excursion to The University of Jamestown to participate in
a Smart Lab!

The 4th grade has been working hard in their studies, but some of the most fun comes during
art. We created little "Cardboard Creations" as I call them. We made little heads with a top hat
out of cut out cardboard, and they each put their own unique twist on them as their creation
was being formed. They were quite proud of them!

                                  The 4th Grader's were some of the first to try out the GAGA Ball Pit!

Fourth Grade



Support Our  Community of Saints

For more information on our Community of Saints program, visit: 
www.stjohnsacademynd.org



6th grade students learned how to research
using notecards for their information. It makes
it so easy to organize! 

 Science Lab days are the best!

7th grade STEM started off 'Helping Harry' find a
higher perch to rest so he doesn't miss anything!
And also protecting him from the high "winds"
(but still very thankful for our new air
conditioning units!)

Middle School
The 6th and 7th graders went mining for chocolate chips out of cookies. 

 

8th grade breaking in the brand new science
lab...and goggles

 

8th grade STEM kicked off some engineering
process challenges by 'Saving Fred' (Fred's a
worm who can't swim and forgot the
importance of wearing a life jacket) 






