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As the 2020 building project neared completion, one of the looming questions was what would be done with the
school’s playground. The space, which had doubled as the school’s main parking lot for decades, was significantly
reduced in size and several concerns arose resulting from the addition. 

Throughout the construction process, areas of need regarding the playground developed which included the fence
and retaining wall, both in need of repair. The playing surface, which was primarily gravel, had deteriorated when a
combination of miscellaneous soil compositions, rock, and concrete dust were mixed in. Further complicating
matters was the increased amount of storm water from the additional building square footage that was washing
over the playground and causing areas to washout. The question was not a matter of whether something should be
done but rather what needed to be done to repair the playground to make it a safe, enjoyable place for the
students to learn and play.

Conversations began about potential solutions. A priority list was developed which consisted of the following: 
1) Replace the existing fence, 2) Install a new retaining wall, 3) Mitigate the storm water concerns, and 4) Repair the
playground surface. 

Work began immediately on the replacement of the fence and on the retaining wall, but questions remained about
how to best approach the storm water concerns and what options were on the table for the playing surface.
Potential surface options included replacing the gravel surface, installation of an irrigation system and seeding
natural grass, or ideally, installation of an artificial turf. 

Skinned knees on the playground of St. John’s Academy had almost become a rite of passage as nearly every
student had made a trip to the office to stop the bleeding and receive consolation due to a misplaced step or
collision on the playground. A softer surface was desired but concerns over maintaining a grass surface that
receives over 200 daily, repeat customers left some doubt over the sustainability of that option. Artificial turf
became the frontrunner but the cost of the product and installation, in combination with the storm water project,
was viewed as a stretch beyond the financial abilities of the Academy’s resources, especially considering that a
deficit remained for the original building project.

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             continued on page 3
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Merry Christmas,

Sarah Sankey
Executive Assistant for Mission Advancement & Marketing
Colossians 3:23

lighting, carpet, air-conditioning, and a suspended ceiling. 
This leaves the library and two rooms to be refreshed this year. 

This year administrators, staff, school board members, and
parish representatives began a deep dive into a review of
school operations. The object of this process, which is expected
to take over a year to complete, is to identify areas of strength
to build upon and areas in which the Academy can improve. I
would like to extend a personal word of appreciation to all who
are involved in the school-improvement process. Your love and
appreciation for the school and our students has been
recognized and appreciated.

Finally, I would like to thank everyone who has supported 
St. John’s Academy through your time, prayers, and financial
resources. The Academy is celebrating 132 years of education
and it continues to thrive today because of the contributions of
many. Thank you and God bless you all for what you have
done to provide for SJA!

In Christ,

Jeff Trumbauer
Principal, St. John's Academy 

Principal's Corner

Mission & Marketing
Seasons Greetings from all of us at 
St. John's Academy! What a wonderful
start to our academic year we have had.
With the addition of 8th grade, our
middle school is complete, and the
energy that the "big kids" bring to our
younger students is infectious. The 7th &
8th graders can be seen helping and
serving others around the school often.
What a gift to have their example for
the younger grades to look up to. 

Friends and Family of St. John’s Academy,

As has been the theme over the past few
years at the Academy, the 2022-23 school
year has brought a great deal of change to
our beloved school. Most notably, On August
25th we welcomed 18 8th grade students back
into the building, completing the two-year
process of restoring middle school education
to our offerings. It has brought everyone
great pleasure to have the older and taller

We have had several alumni walk these halls over the course of
the last year and we most often hear, "Wow, this is not the
same school!" While it's true, the school has had quite the
physical transformation in the last several years, at its core, 
St. John's Academy is still very much the same as it was 100+
years ago. Building on the foundation of faith, our staff and
students strive to challenge each other both in the classroom
and in the community. Having the ability to learn and grow
with the latest technology, in a classroom suited for modern
learning is essential to carrying out this mission. The Academy
would not have had these monumental improvements without
our faithful community of supporters! We continue to be blown
away by God's provision through donors like you. 

Our 32nd Annual H.O.P.E. Dinner & Auction was, once again, a
huge success, raising over $215K to go towards keeping our
tuition affordable for every family who wishes to give their child
a faith-filled education. You can read more about the HOPE
Dinner & Auction on page four. We also surpassed our 2021-22  
budgeting goal for the Annual Fund, thanks to our loyal alumni
and friends. Thank you! 

As we look forward to the birth of our Savior, we are reminded
of the motivation behind our words and actions. Jesus is not
only the Reason for the Season, He is the Reason we work to
carry out our mission of Christ-centered education. Each of you
are a big part of our mission, as we could not do it without you.
Thank you! 
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students in our building. As anticipated, these students have been
wonderful examples to the children in the younger grades which is a
great benefit to the school experience. Most importantly, retaining
these 7th and 8th grade students during this important time in their
lives has been noticeably valuable in their ongoing educational and
faith development. Religion lessons and classroom discussions are
diving deeper into societal, theological, and spiritual realms. It
brings us great joy that, as our middle students begin to navigate
worldly matters, they can view these things with a strong Christian
perspective. 

In addition to welcoming our middle school students this fall, we
were also very pleased to welcome new members to our teaching
staff; Lindsey Cramer, Shane Hendrickson, and Casey Selzler. 

Lindsey Cramer (Gallagher) completed our middle school staff
when she accepted the Science and STEM position. Mrs. Cramer, an
alumnus of St. John’s Academy, has brought passion and
enthusiasm to her work with her students who have thoroughly
enjoyed her classes. Three months into her teaching career, Mrs.
Cramer created a Cyber Club that competed regionally and at the
State level with two teams finishing 3rd and 8th in the State.
Additional staff was welcomed with the return of Mr. Shane
Hendrickson, who is teaching 4th grade this year. Mr. Hendrickson
has been a student favorite over the years, and we are pleased to
have him back on staff. Casey Selzer, a recent graduate of the
University of Jamestown, joined our elementary staff when he
accepted the 5th grade position. Mr. Selzer and his wife Alaina are
both North Dakota natives originating from Harvey and Anamoose,
respectively. 

In addition to new staff members, organizational changes were
made to the administrative structure. Mrs. Yatskis, who has served
as a 6th grade classroom teacher and middle school language
specialist agreed to serve as the school’s Dean of Students. This
position was generated to better serve our students by enhancing
their academic and character development. To improve efficiency,
collaboration, and communication, additional duties were added to
Mrs. LeFevre’s plate when she accepted the Faculty-Staff
Representative position. Mrs. LeFevre works as the liaison between
school administrators and Team Leaders; Mrs. Eckroth, Ms.
Hournbuckle, and Mrs. Neville. The reasons for these staffing
changes were two-fold. First and foremost, we want to ensure that
we are offering the best possible faith-based education to our
students and secondly, we want to do all that we can to support our
teachers. Thus far, we have been pleased with the results of these
additions from both perspectives.

Over the summer the Academy completed several building projects.
The school’s playground received a significant facelift with an
overhaul to the storm water system, rerouting the buildings storm
water underground and into city lines. When that portion of the
project was completed, the playground was resurfaced with
artificial turf. It’s been a great improvement to this outdoor space
and a joy to watch the students enjoy their renovated playground.
Simultaneously, 7 classrooms were renovated this summer with new 



 
Please send alumni memorial information to sarah.sankey@k12.nd.us or call  701.252.3397

 

St. John's Academy remembers our alumni, friends, and family. 
We apologize for any omissions.

In Memoriam
Phyllis Koenig Krueger, died Jan 16th, 2020 - Class of 1952 

Anthony Klose, died Aug 30th, 2022 - Class of 1960
Eugene Rexine, died Oct 3rd, 2022 - SJA Alumni

MacKenzie Gerszewski, died July 31st, 2022 - SJA Alumni
Pauline Wald, died July 3rd, 2022 - Mother of Monsignor Wald

Lindsey Vogel, died July 31st, 2022 - Mother of SJA student
Maynard Helgaas, died August 2nd, 2022 - Founding member of the FACE Foundation
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Greener Pastures Cont...   As has often been the case at the Academy, through God’s divine intervention, and the generosity of
others, a vision became a reality when Jim and Margaret Boyd and Pam and Jerry Szarkowski approached the school
regarding support for the playground project. A lead gift by the Boyd’s initiated a more thorough investigation into artificial
surfaces. Soon after, an offer to complete an overhaul to the existing playground surface and storm water lines was made by
the Szarkowski’s, via their family-owned company Scherbenske Inc. (a family operation in which their children Tyler, Jordan,
Dusty (Attleson) and son in-law Steve Attleson all play vital roles). The Szarkowski's offer was made with one condition, the work
was to be completed in the summer of 2022 to ensure that grandchildren would be able to maximize enjoyment of the
revitalized space. Negotiations were brief, terms were accepted within seconds, and planning for the project began.

Upon the completion of the 2021-22 school year, Scherbenske’s began the excavation and installation of a storm water
catchment system. The new system would capture the water coming off the building, direct it underground, and connect
directly to the city storm water system. After several days of work with heavy equipment, machinery and manpower, the
concerning erosion issues were mitigated.

As Scherbenske’s completed their work, a team of committed volunteers focused on tasks outside of the playground, installing
500 feet of retaining wall, a water irrigation system, and revitalizing the landscaping on the southwest corner of the campus.
Their backbreaking work in the warm days of June and July was no small task. Through a donation of equipment from Central
Sales and Schumacher Construction, an army of volunteers completed their portion of the work, and the turf installation team
began the final phase. As the calendar turned to August, the project was completed, and the school had a beautiful new
playground. 

The transformation of the playground has changed the look of the school’s campus and to a greater degree highlights the
addition of the Grotto and school addition. Most importantly, the students are thoroughly enjoying the new play space which,
when weather cooperates, has also been used for outdoor physical education classes.

The Academy’s student body, their families, and school staff are extremely thankful to Jim and Margaret Boyd, the Szarkowski
family, and all who volunteered their time to make this ambitious project a reality. 

Special thanks to our team of volunteers: Tom and Trish Herzig, Jim Vollrath, Paul and Janel Monson, Steve Laber, Dominic
Laber, Steve Gapinski, Thad and Sarah Sankey, Tyler Lynn, Mac Cimbura, John Mazur, Kyle Blumenshine, and several students
who chipped in as well. Additional thanks to Jim Schumacher of Schumacher Construction for the generous supply of
equipment and materials.

"The  Lord  is  my  shepherd ,  I  sha l l
not  want .

 He  makes  me  l ie  down in  
green  pastures ,

   He  leads  me  bes ide  qu iet
waters ,  He  refreshes  my  sou l . "

 

Psalm 23: 1 -2



H.O .P .E . dinner & auction

St. John's AcademySt. John's Academy
3 2 n d  A n n u a l

Help Offer Private EducationHelp Offer Private Education

" W e  h a v e  t h i s  h o p e  i n  C h r i s t  J e s u s  a s  a n  a n c h o r
f o r  t h e  s o u l ,  f i r m  a n d  s e c u r e . "  H e b r e w s  6 : 1 9

This  year's  HOPE dinner and auction was one for  the
record books,  as  our community raised a  record amount at
over $266,000 was received in  donations,  sponsorships,
and in  t icket  sales.
The dinner featured a  social  hour,  s i lent  and l ive auction,
student entertainment,  and l ive music.  The auction was
once again led by Orr Auctioneers,  who have partnered
with the Academy since the event began in  1990.  Over 275
people attended,  and 42 local  businesses provided
sponsorship support.
“I ’m continuously amazed at  the support  for  our school ,”
Principal  Jeff  Trumbauer stated.  “It  takes a  community to
put together an event of  this  magnitude and to accomplish
what was accomplished this  year.  We have a  great  group of
committee members and volunteers who worked incredibly
hard on sponsorships,  auction sol icitations,  banquet,
decorating,  set  up and clean-up.  Our event chairs ,  Sarah
Sankey and Stacy Anderson do a  phenomenal  job.  The
dinner continues to improve under their  leadership.”
Although the f inal  expenses and net  income f igures are sti l l
being tabulated,  it  is  c lear  the event was another huge
success.
Trumbauer added,  “The students and staff  of  the Academy
are incredibly grateful  for  the hard work from everyone
who helped with the event and to our generous donors who
continue to support  the school .  Their  efforts  and
generosity make an enormous difference on the
educational  experience we provide here at  St .  John’s
Academy and is  a  testament that  a  Christ-centered
education has tremendous value in  our community.”
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H.O.P.E. DInner sponsorships

Saints $1,250
Orr Auctioneers (32)

First Community Credit Union (30)
Wilhelm Chevrolet Buick GMC (29)

Knights of Columbus (27)
The Medicine Shoppe (24)
Mike & Marilyn Smyth (23)

Bill & Theresa McMillan (22)
Skin Care Doctors, P.A. Dr. Michael Ebertz (17)

Valley Plains Equipment (16)
Farmers Union Ins. (13)

Braun Dentistry (13)
Haut Funeral Homes (11)

Scherbenske Inc. (11)
Valley Sales, Inc. (10)

Bank Forward (6)
Anderson Brothers, Inc. (4)
Edward Jones, Nygaard (2)

Jetstream Car Wash (2)
Jamestown Regional Medical Center (2)

Downtown Dental (1)
Sea View Farm (1)

Collins Aerospace (1)
Anonymous

 
 

Eagles Fly High 
 

Dr. Michael & Donna Ebertz $5,000 (17)
Robert & Diane Heller $5,000 (6)
Wayne & Julie Wenner $3,000 (4)

St. Mathias Catholic Church $2,000 (2)
Anonymous $2,000

Friends $600
Dale's Auto Mall, Dale & Cheryl Lende (28)

Dwain & Joyce Heinrich (26)
Judy Kulla (17)

Harty Insurance, Inc. (14)
Newman Signs, Inc. (12)

Schauer & Associates (12)
Newman Signs, Inc. (12)

Dakota Central (9)
Chandler & Co., CPA (8)

SMP Health, Ave Maria (2)
Chiropractic Arts Clinic (2)

 
 

Angels $1,000
 

Patrons $750
Unison Bank (31)

Liechty Homes, Inc. (26)
Les & Gina Horgan (10)

Dacotah Bank (8)
Anchor Bar, Wade & April Readel (8)

Kent & Jeanne Sortland (2)
Fairfield Inn (1)

Jamestown Volleyball Club (1)

The number in parentheses represents the number of years the business/individual has been a HOPE Dinner & Auction sponsor.

St. John's Academy sincerely thanks all sponsors for their tremendous support.
Their generosity helps over 270 young students at St. John's Academy.
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Annual Fund Report July 2021 - June 2022
James and Patricia Romelfanger
Angela Madsen
Jane Schneider
Juanita Rudolph
Mary Jane Gullingsrud
Hilda & Greg Eldevik
Patricia Germann 
Anonymous
Jane Schneider
Juanita Rudolph
Kimberly Thoele
Knights of Columbus, council 1883
Schweitzer Consulting, LLC
Tim Linn
Paul & Cil Jarrett
John & Rose Skroch
Randy Neva
Dwaine & Joyce Heinrich
Tony Carlascio JR
Daniel & Sandra Rosga
John Klocke
Kenneth & Cheryl Grossman
Donald & Roscella Connelly
Nadine Kainz
Bernard & Marilyn Anderson
Richard & Patricia Malley
Anne Nelson
Julene Steidl
Thomas & Deborah Buhl
Michael & Kristin Higgins
Jerry & Randi Arness
Alex & Arlene Schweitzer 
Rob & Mary Mastick
Dacotah Bank
John & Rose Skroch
Dave & Cecelia Collins
Dwaine & Joyce Heinrich
Marie Boyle
James & Debra Schumacher
Terry Nieland
Cliff & Val Orr
Dakota Valley Electric
Charles & Marlene Axtman
Bud & Peggy Etzold - in Honor of Marie (& Donald) Boyle

Tygh & Kylee Yatskis
Gary & Donnis Zespy
Thomas McCormick
Tom & Joyce Rulon
Total Clean
James & Sharon Neva
Lemoine & Patsy Klose
Rose Compton
Jetstream Carwash
Janice Pfeifer
Anderson Brothers, Inc.
Wilhelm Cheverolet, Inc.
Farmers Union
Jason Braun Dentistry
Edward Jones
BluFrog Realty
First Community Credit Union
The Medicine Shoppe
Jamestown Regional Medical Center
Chiropractic Arts Clinic
Scherbenske Inc.
SMP Health, Ave Maria
Fairfield Inn & Suites
Skin Care Doctors, P.A.
Dr. Michael & Donna Ebertz
Nora Moran
Dave & Barb Hogan
Ted (Bud) Endres
James Morries
Casey's General Store
Tom & Michelle Matchie
Marlys Gallagher
Lila Daly
Richard Brown
Ralph & Sandra Dick
Jolene Sjostrom
Irene Johnson
Steve & Tammy Gapinski
Greg & Paula Spenningsby
James Schlosser
David & Jeanne Tews
Beverly Schaack
Kay Vogel
Karmel Wanzek in Honor of Shari Carr
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July 2021 - June 2022 Annual Fund Memorials
In Memory of Cye, Rose, & Irene
Gene & Barbara Carew

In Memory of Leanor Erling
Pam Szarkowski

In Memory of Richard Szarkowski
Pamela Szarkowski

In Memory of Andrew Nykolayow
Ken & Diane Dillman

In Memory of Robert Urlaub
Pamela Szarkowski

In Memory of Kathleen Hickey
Marilyn Koenig

In Memory of Charles P. Romer
Joyce L. Romer

In Memory of Hildegarde Sodawasser
Don & Arlene Altringer

In Memory of Elaine Schultz
Don & Arlene Altringer

In Memory of Monsignor Jeffrey Wald
Michael & Mary Beth Traynor
Estate of Jeffrey Wald
Carol Kaiser

In Memory of Roxy Anderson
Travis Dillman, Dillman Family
GRS Insurance Agency, Inc
Kay or Robert Carlson
Marlene Sprenger
Sylvia Bitker
Christine Strand
Thomas or Marcella Hanson
Wendy Ness

In Memory of Patty Barnick
Kimberly Thoele

In Memory of Charles Tanata
Rod & Judy Olin
Greg & Paula Spenningsby

In Memory of Gene Nicholls
Jerry & Pam Szarkowski

In Memory of Robert & Therese Solinger
Gary & Cathy Carlson, & the Solinger
Family

In Memory of David Fields
Dave & Fay Falk

In Memory of Richard LeFevre
Vida Williams
Georgia Hagen
Thomas Enderle
Anonymous
Julie Meyer
Dennis Draeger
Randy & Sandy Perkins
James & Regina Holben
Wayne & Julie Wenner
Donna LeFevre
 

In Memory of Linda Hansted
Elaine Krump

In Memory of Dorothy & Dick Linn
Richard & Patricia Linn

In Memory of James Kerzmann
Juanita Rudolph

In Memory of Rita Christianson
Greg & Paula Spenningsby

In Memory of Margaret Lambrecht
Stacy A Thompson

In Memory of John L & Marcella A. Behles
Dale & Sandra Behles

In Memory of Mary Durupt Fenno, Monica Durupt,
& Paul Durupt
Susanna Durupt Williams

In Memory of Toni Toltzman
Pamela Szarkowski

In Memory of Arvel Koehn
Nancy Williams

In Memory of Don Readel
Nancy Williams

In Memory of Ted Endres
Mr. & Mrs. James Murphy
Mr. & Mrs. Leo Kainz
Mrs. Lila Daly

In Memory of Charlotte Volkmon Baenen
Vernon (Buck) Baenen

In Memory of Doug Collins
Marilyn Lobsinger
Tessa Gould

In Memory of Terry Williams
Nancy Williams
Michael Williams

In Memory of James Lobsinger
Michelle Lobsinger

In Memory of Randi Arness
Jerry Arness

In Memory of Jim Szarkowski
Pam Szarkowski

In Memory of Mike Fitzgerald
Owen & Marsha Ost

In Memory of Charlotte Baenen
Gary & Cathy Carlson

In Memory of Valeria Orr
Lori Graves
Ruth Brubakken
Jodi O'Neill
Brian & DeAnn Ament
Minon Bender
Leon & Darlene Dewald
Brenda Weron
Gayle & Marvin Frey
Rodney & Barbara Monson
Chandler & Co. LLC
Chuck & Dorothy Erstad
Lynn Lambrecht
Marc & Angela Hammrich
Ron & Amy Hellwig
Pamela Szarkowski
Kevin Watts
Douglas & Nancy Plinski
Mike & Kris Huck
M or D Fode
Dennis Gainsforth
Nadine Kainz
Rick & Carma Maddock
Janice Roaldson
Wanda Walker
George & Nancy Couvillon
Margaret Beckman
Donald & Marla Wegner
Judi & Neil Baker
Nancy & Joe Burgard
Beatrice & Kurtis Anderson
R & L Livestock
David & Karla Schlosser
Bryan & Lisa Hoffer
Robert & Jacinta Piatz
George & Debbie Greshik
Dwaine & Joyce Heinrich
Rod & Sandy Wilhelm
Bill Maulding 
Clayton & Pearl Bertsch
Gail & Robert Gunderson
Barbara & Randell Orr
Terry & Janice Wanzek
Marlyn Domek
FCCU 
Gail & Robert Gunderson
Darron & Barb Orr
Scott & Bernice Monson
FCCU - Cliff Orr
Jason & Meghan Braun
Darrel & Vonnie Entzminger
Arnie & Deb Falk 
Ruth Tang

In Memory of Ken Gallagher
Patricia Rodriguez
James & Mary Breidenbach

In Memory of Tiffiney Dick
Regina Holben
Ralph & Sandra Dick
Jolene Sjostrom
James Kerzmann
Juanita Rudolph
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Learning to Serve

Giving Hearts Day is a 24-hour Day of Giving! It is a great
way to show support for your favorite Catholic School 
 by joining us in our mission to provide faith-based,
academically rigorous education to the children and
families of Jamestown. 
On Thursday, February 9th, we invite you to JOIN US at 
St. John's Academy for a night of fun, fellowship, and
fundraising. Details coming soon! 

In January of 2023, St. John's will be hosting our 2nd annual
youth 5 on 5 basketball tournament, the Newman Mid-
Winter Challenge. Over 70 teams compete for the epic
trophy and title of the Mid-Winter Champion. If you're in the
area, stop by the beautiful Newman Arena on the campus of
the University of Jamestown, and cheer on your local teams!  

When the Academy’s school board voted to add 7th and 8th grade to
the school’s offerings, an extensive list was formulated to support the
decision to proceed. Near the top of that list was to provide the
Academy the opportunity to further imbed the virtues that our
Catholic faith is built upon. Children at the ages of 12-15 are at the
beginning of critical years for development. Ensuring that the children
in our community of Jamestown would be able to receive a faith-based
education during these formative years was a primary reason for
middle school expansion at St. John’s Academy.

There is substantial data to support the benefits of providing education
in a K-8 school setting. In a book titled Middle School Matters, author
Fagell, indicates that students' level of motivation and confidence in
academic ability are significantly higher for middle school students
who enroll in K-8 schools. Furthermore, research supports that
“Looping”, a process that allows students to have the same teacher for
two or more consecutive years, leads to greater academic progress as
teachers can build relationships and customize education plans to meet
the individual student’s needs.

From a Catholic perspective, when education is offered to early teenage
students, worldly matters can be discussed and observed through a
Christian lens rather than the ever-shifting cultural norms. As the
world around us moves further from a Christian system of beliefs, it is
necessary to ensure that our children are provided every opportunity
to learn, comprehend, and live the truth of our Catholic-Christian
faith.

Coinciding with extending faith opportunities for our students was the
desire to build on the school’s tradition of developing leaders.
Throughout the school’s history, St. John’s Academy has recognized the
importance of helping students gain confidence in who God created
them to be, identify the gifts endowed upon them, and to understand
that God is calling them to use these gifts for the good of others. This
process ultimately develops their ability to lead.

As Christians, when we seek to develop our understanding of how to
properly conduct ourselves, we turn to our Lord for His example and
teachings. In Mark 9:35, Jesus tells his disciples: “If anyone wishes to be
first, he shall be the last of all and the servant of all.” As Catholics, we
have the great blessing of seeing our Lord’s teachings in action when we
examine the lives of the Saints. St. Francis of Assisi, St. Therese of
Lisieux, St. Pio of Pietrelcina, and St. Teresa of Calcutta, just to name of
few, are beautiful examples of lives of humble service. Their examples
demonstrate that humility and service are intrinsically linked. Through
service to others, ego is contained and love for others multiplies.

With this understanding it was deemed necessary to seize the
opportunity to intentionally develop servant leaders within the middle
school curriculum. A course in servant leadership was generated for the
8th grade students of the Academy as one of the course requirements.
Led by Mrs. Eckroth, these students serve schoolmates in a variety of
ways. This year, these students are assisting with cleaning the
lunchroom, recycling, and picking up trash on campus. They assist with
the school-wide education in virtue curriculum through the creation of
videos viewed by the student body. These videos explain each virtue,
what practicing it looks and sounds like, and an example of a vice in
opposition to the virtue. Expanding this service beyond the campus,
these students have led food drives, clothing drives, and visited nursing
homes in the community.

The focus of the Servant Leadership class is to develop their
understanding of what true leadership is: the service to others.
Through His teachings, examples, and ultimately through His passion
and death on the cross, Christ shows us that service is accompanied by
sacrifice. To love authentically, we must be willing to put our desires
aside for the good of others. As we look to develop leadership qualities
within our middle school students at the Academy, this class is
providing these students with the opportunity to learn that true
leadership requires love, generosity, and sacrifice. In these ways, we
show our love for our neighbor and to our Heavenly Father.
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New Teachers at St. John's Academy

Mrs. Lindsey Cramer teaches 8th grade homeroom, middle school science, and
STEAM class (Science Technology Engineering Art Math). "After growing up
attending St. John's Academy and falling in love with this place as a child,
having my five children eventually attend SJA was a great blessing. In 2020, the
Lord dramatically altered my life direction through the Holy Spirit when He
called me back to SJA as a substitute teacher. Now, a short time later, by the
grace of God, I get to serve our faith community as a full-time teacher! I am
honored and humbled to be in a position to teach our students the 'facts', but I
also see it as my duty to help parents form the students in the faith, and
prepare them for their lives ahead." Welcome (back) to St. John's, Mrs. Cramer! 

Mr. Casey Selzler teaches 5th Grade at St. John’s Academy. He graduated
from the University of Jamestown in 2022. Selzler is a native of Harvey, ND
and his wife Alaina from Anamoose, ND. "I love coming to school everyday
because teaching is such a privilege. I love showing students how to be curious
and how to grow in their learning. I also love being a model to the young
students, and creating positive relationships with them. It is awesome to be a
teacher at St. John’s Academy where Christ can be known and shared to these
young people." We are glad you chose SJA, Mr. Selzler!

Mr. Shane Hendrickson is a favorite and familiar face around the school, having
previously taught at SJA. He grew up on a farm just south of Jamestown in
Ypsilanti, ND. Hendrickson attended the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, where
he earned his degree in Elementary Education. From there, he decided to
volunteer in eastern Kentucky with Christian Appalachian Project, working
construction, assisting in making homes safer, warmer, and drier for the
impoverished people of that region. Returning to Jamestown two years later, he
accepted the teaching position, for three years, as SJA's 2nd grade teacher
(part of one year in P.E.) before spending a short time in Seminary. He returned
to SJA and taught a year of 5th grade, took a year off to work construction,
and now has found his place in the 4th grade. "I’ve always appreciated having
the opportunity to teach at St. John’s Academy and whole-heartedly consider
everyone here as family. Always blessed to be, and will forever consider myself,
an Eagle!" Welcome back, Mr. Hendrickson!



  COMMUNITY OF SAINTSCOMMUNITY OF SAINTS
Thank you for supporting St. John's Academy!Thank you for supporting St. John's Academy!  

S U P P O R T  O U RS U P P O R T  O U R

Learn more about our Community of Saints Program on our website!Learn more about our Community of Saints Program on our website!
s t j o h n s a c a d e m y n d . o r gs t j o h n s a c a d e m y n d . o r g10



Thank You ... 
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w w w . s t j o h n s a c a d e m y n d . o r g

Principal - Jeff Trumbauer 

SJA Secretary - Stacy Anderson

Pastor - Fr. Neil Pfeifer

St. James Basil ica, Jamestown, ND

School Board President - Jen Lipetzky

T h e  S J A  E a g l e  N e w s l e t t e r  i s  p u b l i s h e d
t w i c e  a  y e a r ;  S p r i n g  &  F a l l

 
E d i t o r :  S a r a h  S a n k e y

s a r a h . s a n k e y @ k 1 2 . n d . u s
 

S t .  J o h n ' s  A c a d e m y
2 1 5  5 t h  S t .  S E

J a m e s t o w n ,  N D  5 8 4 0 1
7 0 1 - 2 5 2 - 3 3 9 7

 

 jeff .trumbauer@k12.nd.us

 stacy.anderson@k12.nd.us

                       neil .pfeifer@fargodiocese.org

     Parish Office: 701-252-0119

          

Stay Connected to SJA! 

St. Johns Academy

@stjohnsacademy1890

@stjohnsacademy1890

St. John's Academy Eagles

t o  v i e w  t h e  E a g l e  N e w s l e t t e r  i n  c o l o r  &  o n l i n e :  
 h t t p s : / / w w w . s t j o h n s a c a d e m y n d . o r g / b i a n n u a l - e a g l e - n e w s l e t t e r

Our Mission:
St. John's Academy provides academic excellence in a Catholic environment

 to inspire lives reflective of the Gospel.

St. John's Academy
215 5th St. SE

Jamestown, ND 58401-4200
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