
This week's virtue is not commonly used in every-
day conversation and instruction. Magnanimity, or
being magnanimous, is the virtue of being great
of mind and heart. It encompasses, usually, a
willingness to face danger and actions for noble
purposes, generous in forgiving an insult or injury;
free from petty resentfulness or vindictiveness.
Wow, that is a lot to live up to! Noah spent years
building the ark and completing preparations
that came with it. Up until this time rain had never
fallen upon the earth. Can you imagine the
ridicule and doubt that people must have had
toward him? And yet, Noah did not react when
they most likely labeled him as a fool and were
slanderous to him and his family. What faith Noah
had in God! Nothing could deter Noah and his
work that God commanded he carry out.
Hebrews 11:1 says, "Faith is being sure of what we
hope for and certain of what we do not see." It is
only through having great faith that we can have
the confidence to be magnanimous in every
situation, just like Noah.

F A I T H  &  F A M I L Y

C O N N E C T I O N

St. Turibius was a law professor in Spain when
the pope unexpectedly named him the
archbishop of Lima, Peru. Turibius had not
even been ordained a priest yet! When Bishop
Turibius went to Peru, he discovered poverty
and lack of education throughout the country.
He determined to right this, and over the next
seven years he visited every parish in his
diocese, traveling alone over thousands of
miles of jungle territory. He led a reform
among the priests, printed catechisms in the
natives’ language, and made the sacraments
available to all in his diocese.

Read & Discuss together:Read & Discuss together:  

Discuss:Discuss: Skim over this chapter Skim over this chapter
and pick one of the men of greatand pick one of the men of great
character and discuss how theycharacter and discuss how they
were magnanimous in theirwere magnanimous in their
time. how can we learn fromtime. how can we learn from
their faith?their faith?

Pray: Pray: Jesus, guide our actionsJesus, guide our actions
and words to be an example ofand words to be an example of
magnanimity to those aroundmagnanimity to those around
us.us.  
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