
Dictionary.com defines perseverance as: the ability to
persist in anything undertaken; maintain a purpose in
spite of difficulty, obstacles, or discouragement;
continue steadfastly. The Apostle Paul writes in James
1:2-3, "Consider it pure JOY whenever you face trials of
many kinds, because you know that testing of your
faith develops perseverance." Do you shout for joy
when a problem comes your way? It is only through
struggles that our faith becomes stronger and more
refined. When a blacksmith refines metal, he starts
with a substance that is precious but dull and filled
with impurities. It is only through putting it under
extreme heat that the metal will begin to change. The
impurities are removed and once that happens, the
blacksmith takes out a beautiful, durable, pure metal
that is so shiny, he can see his own image in it. When
the storms of life happen, it is often uncomfortable
and hard. But if we fix our eyes on Jesus, the
perfecter of our faith, we will come out of the storm
stronger, wiser, and able to reflect God's image in a
new and better way than we would have before.
Praise God for the hard times along with the good, for
this is how we grow and persevere for Christ!

F A I T H  &  F A M I L Y

C O N N E C T I O N

When Peter met Jesus, he immediately left his
nets to follow Him and become a “fisher of men.”
He was the first of the apostles to testify to
Jesus as the Christ. Peter persevered in following
Christ despite some personal weaknesses, such
as doubt, fear, and impulsiveness. Most famously
he denied Jesus three times during the Passion,
yet after the Resurrection he affirmed his love
for Christ. His first letter encourages Christians to
“set your hope fully upon the grace that is
coming to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ” (1
Peter 1:13). Peter doggedly preached in the midst
of persecution up to his own crucifixion for the
faith.

Read & Discuss together:Read & Discuss together:  

Discuss:Discuss: Why did Peter start to Why did Peter start to
sink? How can we connect totsink? How can we connect tot
having perseverance through thehaving perseverance through the
storms in our lives today?storms in our lives today?

Pray:Pray: Dear God, help me to keep Dear God, help me to keep
my eyes fixed on you throughoutmy eyes fixed on you throughout
each and every day.each and every day.  

                Matthew 14:22-23Matthew 14:22-23
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St. Peter the Apostle

Apri l  4th,  2022


