
On October 28th, 2020 parishioners of the Basilica of    
 St. James, students and staff of St. John's Academy, and
Jamestown community members experienced a significant
loss with the unexpected passing of Monsignor Jeffrey
Wald. Having completed his sixth year as Pastor of 
St. James Basilica, Monsignor had a significant impact on
the parish, school, and the people in community of
Jamestown.   

A great advocate for Catholic education, Monsignor Wald
was determined to enhance the offerings at St. John's
Academy through an aggressive expansion to the building
and the addition of middle school education. It was his
belief that the school's campus should duplicate the beauty
of the educational experience received at the Academy
while honoring our Lord for whom the Academy exists. 

His vision included the construction of a Marian Grotto to
replace the one that existed previously at the Academy
which was moved, due to construction of the Zebedee
Center (1999), to Calvary Cemetery in the southwest part
of Jamestown.  

During the 2020 construction project, Monsignor
designated the area outside of the new St. Joseph's Chapel
for the new location for the Marian Grotto. Wald
envisioned an outdoor space that would be utilized by
students, staff, and parish members for spiritual growth. 

Marian Grotto 
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As memorial donations for Monsignor were received, the
question of where to appropriate these gifts was easily
reached. Throughout his priestly vocation, Monsignor was
passionate about the impact of Catholic education for
spiritual development and the intercessory abilities of our
Blessed Mother. A Marian Grotto at the Academy was the
perfect way to honor his impact as our pastor.

The planning process began, materials were ordered,
contractors were secured and construction started in June of
2021. 

Four months later, we have a beautiful space at the
Academy that appropriately honors Monsignor Wald. 
 Furthermore, in line with Monsignor's desire, we now have a
space to ask for our Blessed Mother's intercession and
blessings on the Academy. 
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