
Parish Council Minutes: 12/1/2020 

 

Present: Fr. Bruce Krebs, McKenna Beeter, Mary Geyer, Marian Himmerick, Eric Schaeffer, Ellen 

Sipma, Deacon Mohn, Deacon Steve Streitz. 

Absent: Chris Baker, Kathie Lach, Nathan Schneider, Michaela Woiwode. 

 

Opening prayer was led by Deacon Steve. 

 

Approval of Minutes: Motion by Eric Schaeffer to approve the minutes.  Seconded by Mary Geyer. 

Motion approved.: 

 

There were no committee minutes to discuss. 

 

Fr Bruce reported that faith formation classes were not held the last few weeks of November due 

to teachers and Christine Aberle, CGS coordinator, being ill or quarantined and with Thanksgiving 

being during that time.  Classes will resume again on Wed, Dec 2. 

 

There was discussion on the ’20-’21 goals: 

1. How to make people comfortable with coming back to Mass. 

 a. Fr Bruce is greatly concerned about people not receiving the sacraments.  He is letting 

 people know that he will make more time available for Confessions and that he and 

 Deacon Steve will be available to give Communion to people who come to our church 

 during the week if they ask.  Eric mentioned that we should try to get the word out as 

 much as possible regarding the availability of Confession and receiving Communion. 

 b. It was mentioned that some people very much want to see others wearing masks.  

 They are having a hard time coming when they see a good number of people not wearing 

 masks.  We also know that some people do not want to wear masks.  Marian mentioned 

 that she thought it would be good if we let people know that people are encouraged to 

 wear masks, hands are sanitized when communion is given on the tongue, and pews and 

 doors are sanitized after each service in the main church.  

 c. McKenna mentioned that people at Somerset are really missing not having Mass 
 available there.  Could the Minot priests provide Mass once a week at Somerset? 
2. Pray for the new priest who will be coming to our parish on July 1. 
 a. Fr Bruce mentioned that he will announce his retirement and make it official. 
 b. Steve mentioned that we could include a prayer in the Prayer of the Faithful for our 
 new pastor. 
3. Bring back normalcy as much and as soon as possible. 
 a. This was discussed in #1 above. 
4. How to get parents through our doors rather than just dropping their children off for 
sacramental prep. 
 a. It was asked if parents are encouraged to come with their children to Faith Formation.  
 They are required to attend the retreats for their children for Confession and 1st 
 Communion. 
 b. An effort is made to reach out to parents and their families by going out to homes to 
 visit them when they have a child being baptized and when receiving 1st Confession, 1st 
 Communion and Confirmation. 
 
Mary Geyer shared on a book she is reading on prayer. 
 



Our food pantry has received many donations in response to the “Twice Blessed” program 
sponsored by St Joseph’s Community Health Foundation.  Steve also shared that our parish 
gives $10,000 to the Minot Area Homeless Coalition, and it is done during the “Twice Blessed” 
program each year so it will be matched.  Requests made by people to our parish for financial 
assistance are directed to the MAHC.  They are more equipped to make certain any money given 
is being used properly.   
 
Fr Bruce commented that he has asked Bishop Kagan for his approval to retire at age 70, and 
Bishop Kagan has approved his request.  Bishop Kagan does want to meet with Fr Bruce to talk 
about his plans when he is retired. 
 
Our next meeting will be February 9, 2021.  Fr Bruce is planning to be gone on retreat and 
vacation when our meeting would be scheduled in January, 2021. 
 
Deacon Mohn led the closing prayer.  Meeting adjourned. 
 
Submitted by, 
 
Deacon Steve 
  
   

 

 

 


