
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 
For seven Sundays, we have not been able to come together for Mass due to restrictions resulting from the spread 
of the coronavirus.  That is nearly 50 days – equal to the duration of time between Easter and Pentecost – a time 
“characterized, above all, by the joy of glorified life and the victory over death, expressed most fully in the great 
resounding cry of the Christian:  Alleluia!” (www.usccb.org/). 
 
These weeks, however, have not seemed like a time of joy or victory for many of us, but rather a period of despair 
and uncertainty.  This Easter Season, unlike any other, has helped us understand the deep grief those who followed 
Jesus must have felt when He was crucified, for we have been feeling deep grief, too, as we have been physically 
separated from our loved ones, our church, our schools, our places of employment, and, especially, from receiving 
Jesus in the sacrament of the Holy Eucharist. 
 
On Thursday, March 19, we celebrated our last public Mass at Our Lady of Grace, the funeral of longtime 
parishioner, Ruth Schaeffer.  For these weeks since then, we have been restricted to bringing daily and Sunday 
Masses to you via YouTube. 
 
It is with a grateful heart that I announce that we will resume public Masses this week, with safety precautions in 
place.  Our first daily Mass will be Wednesday, May 6, at 9:00 a.m.  Our first Sunday Mass will be the 4:00 p.m. Vigil 
Mass on Saturday, May 9.  The Sunday, May 10, Masses will be at the usual time of 8:30 and 10:30 a.m. 
 
It is important that we remember that Bishop Kagan has told us “the dispensation from the obligation to attend 
and participate at Mass on Sundays and Holy Days remains in effect until further notice for all who may be 
hesitant or afraid at this time to be in larger groups.”  In other words, even though we will now have public 
Masses, you are not obligated to attend if you are uncomfortable doing so during this time of transition.  He also 
wrote, “If you or anyone in your household is sick in any way or is in one of the more vulnerable groups of persons 
at a higher risk of contracting the COVID-19 (coronavirus), please stay at home until such time as you or that 
person is able to return to Church for Mass.” 
 
Please be prepared to see these precautions in place when you return to Mass over the next few weeks: 
 

1) Hand sanitizer will be available at the church entrances for your use; however, if you have a pocket size 
hand sanitizer of your own, you may want to bring and use it as you wish.  Wearing a mask is not required, 
but please feel free to wear one, if you wish, in an effort to protect those around you.  Frequent cleaning is 
taking place daily in the church, and pews and other contact areas will be wiped down after each Mass. 

2) To assist with social distancing, every other pew in the church must be left empty.  Please do not sit in the 
pews with the yellow markers.  If you are alone and first into a pew, please sit at the center of the pew to 
allow individuals to sit at each end.  If you are a small family, please sit toward an aisle so that an individual 
may be able to sit at the other end of the pew, maintaining a safe distance.  Seating will also be available in 
the dining room where the Mass may be watched on the screen.   

3) It is required that the priest and deacons be the only persons who will distribute Holy Communion.  No 
Extraordinary Ministers of the Eucharist will help.  Only the Consecrated Host will be distributed and Holy 



Communion must be received in the hand.  Instructions will be given regarding social distancing before 
you come forward for Holy Communion.  If you do not feel comfortable sacramentally receiving Holy 
Communion yet, be assured that you are not required to do so.   

4) The exchange of the Sign of Peace continues to be suspended. 
5) We may not have an offertory procession and cannot pass the offertory basket.  Instead, an offering basket 

will be available at the church entrances and you may place your offerings there on your way in to or out 
of Mass.  Since there will be no children’s collection during the Mass, please encourage your children to do 
the same if they wish. 

6) We have removed all of the adult and children’s missals from the pews because it would be difficult to 
sanitize them between the Masses. 

7) We will videotape the 4:00 p.m. Saturday Masses so that those who do not feel comfortable attending 
Mass may watch it on YouTube or through our website or Facebook page.  For daily Masses, we will 
videotape only the Thursday, 9:00 a.m., Mass.  Although the camera will be focused on the altar area 
during these videotaped Masses, please be aware that there is a possibility that some of the people in 
attendance may appear on the video, particularly those who sit in the pews behind the altar or possibly 
during the reception of Holy Communion. 

8) Bishop Kagan has directed priests and deacons to avoid lingering after Mass, so please do not feel hurt if 
we are not there to say hello or goodbye prior to or after the Mass.  Similarly, those in attendance are 
asked to leave the church building without lingering, while maintaining a safe distance from each other.   
  

We will resume Eucharistic Adoration during the usual times this Thursday, May 7, with adoration taking place in 
the main church so that socially distancing may be maintained.  Confession times will return to what they were 
before the suspension of Masses.  Confessions will be available before all daily Masses, on Saturdays from 2:45-
3:30 p.m. and 5:30-6:00 p.m., and any time by appointment. 
 
For details regarding restrictions during weddings, baptisms and funerals, please contact the parish office at 701-
839-6834.  For the time being, we will not be having doughnuts and coffee or other fellowship activities in the 
church.  There will also be restrictions on meetings.  Faith Formation classes will begin again in the fall.  Children’s 
Liturgy of the Word is suspended at this time.  Again, please contact us if you have questions. 
 
We are all recovering from a traumatic experience and are grieving the loss of our routines and some of the 
freedom we have come to know.  Our deacons, parish staff and I are here for you.  We want to help you, as much 
as possible, through this transition.  Of greatest help, though, is our faith in our loving Father in heaven.  I 
encourage you to pray for courage and guidance.  Take your time.  Return when you feel confident that the Lord is 
telling you it is time. 
 
I wish I could send you a hug with this letter but I assure you I do send my love.  I love you and miss you very much 
and continue to pray for you and your loved ones.  I am eager to see your faces again.  God bless you and keep you 
well. 
 
In the love of Jesus, 
 
 
 
 
Fr. Bruce Krebs, Pastor 


