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Our Lady of Grace 

Staying Connected Through Online Mass  
 

On March 18, Bishop David Kagan wrote to 

the Catholic faithful of the diocese, “The 

most serious health crisis we are now 

experiencing, the COVID-19 virus, has 

required unprecedented measures be taken 

by our national, state and local governments 

and, as devout Catholics and responsible 

citizens, we all have a share in this 

responsibility not to spread this virus, but to 

do all we can reasonably do to stop its 

spread and to pray and work for its end. As 

Catholics this is our moral responsibility in 

justice and in charity.” 

He continued, “Thus, after long hours of 

prayer and consultation, I must make the 

hard decision to cancel all public 

celebrations of the Mass, the sacraments 

and devotions until further notice that it is 

safe for us to gather again for public 

worship. This is a great sorrow for me as 

your Bishop, but, in justice and charity to 

you and to all in our diocese, I make this 

decision.” 

As a result, we shared our first Our Lady of 

Grace Sunday Mass on YouTube on March 

22 and began posting daily Masses to 

YouTube Monday through Friday each 

week. 

June 2020 

 

Harrison Foltz, manned the camera for weekend Masses, 
giving us the ability to livestream Masses on our new YouTube 
channel.  He also shared his expertise teaching us how to 
record and upload weekday Masses to our website and 
Facebook page. Thank you, Harrison! 

Managing the transition 

Our parishioner Harrison Foltz shared his technical skills and 

experience with us to carry out this important task of helping 

parishioners stay connected with Fr. Bruce, Deacon Steve and 

Deacon Mohn and with their parish during the coronavirus 

pandemic. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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OUR LADY OF GRACE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Phone: 

(701) 839-6834 or 

(701) 852-3002 

Email: 

church@olgminot.org 

Website: 

olgminot.org 

Facebook pages: 

OurLadyofGraceMinot 
   and    
MinotCatholicYouthGroup 

Instagram: 

OurLadyofGraceMinot  

YouTube: 

https://www.youtube.com/c/
ourladyofgraceminot 

  

 

Our Mission: 

Our Lady of Grace Parish is a 
community of faith that 
encourages stewardship 
through word, sacrament and 
service. 

 

 

Father Bruce Krebs, Pastor 

Restless ??????  

 

It seems I have to keep learning 

some of the same lessons over and 

over.  During this pandemic I have 

turned to God more intently and 

have been reminded from Psalm 

63 that I long for God even while I 

often am totally unaware of it.  G. 

K. Chesterton is often quoted as 

saying, “Every man who enters a 

brothel is looking for God.”  It 

seems so contradictory, doesn’t it?  

But within each of us is a holy 

longing for God.  We all have a 

restlessness within us that can be 

satisfied only by God and a 

relationship with Him simply 

because He made us that way.  We 

are created for fulfillment resulting 

from not the passing things of this 

world but for the eternal.  Many 

things here on earth are good and 

wholesome such as beautiful 

music, drama and art.  Nature is 

filled with beauty, yet all of these 

are simply reflections of God, the 

source of all goodness and beauty.   

Every human being has a need to 

love and to be loved.  St. John 

says, “God is love.”  Human 

love is so beautiful but it, too, 

is only a reflection of the 

fullness of love, God Himself.  

If we have not yet found God 

to be the fulfillment of our 

deepest longing or 

restlessness, we tend to look to 

fill that need with lesser 

things.  Some people turn to 

food or shopping.  Others turn 

to alcohol or drugs to try to 

subdue the restlessness.  Some 

people like St. Augustine seek 

fulfillment from sex, whether in a 

legitimate marriage or through 

pornography or illicit 

relationships.  From his 

Confessions, St. Augustine shares 

that he was of this type.  For years 

he thought satisfying his fleshly 

urges would bring him satisfaction 

but this only resulted in ongoing 

frustration until he found what he 

was really after.  His Confessions 

are written as a prayer to God.  In 

his opening paragraph, with great 

honesty, he wrote of how he had 

finally found what he had long 

been searching for: “You have 

made us for yourself, and our heart 

is restless until it rests in you.”   

 

I can get so caught up in daily life 

that I can forget how important my 

relationship with God is.  And my 

work is church ministry.  If I can 

struggle with this, I can imagine 

many of you also fail to recognize 

the source of our restlessness and 

the place where we can turn for 

true peace and fulfillment.  May 

you find in God what I have found 

to be true. (Please see the related 

article on “Prayer Space, on back 

cover.”) 

 

By Fr. Bruce 

 

...within each of us is a  

holy longing for God. 

https://www.youtube.com/c/ourladyofgraceminot
https://www.youtube.com/c/ourladyofgraceminot


 

Of course, Satan wouldn’t want parishes to bring the 

greatest prayer of the church – the Mass – to a wider 

audience by putting it online, so we naturally 

struggled with technical issues at first. From posts 

we saw online, some other parishes experienced 

similar difficulties. But with trial and error and 

much prayer, the process soon became routine for 

us.  

Harrison came every Saturday night at 8:00 p.m. to 

set up the cameras, then returned bright and early 

Sunday morning to livestream the Mass celebrated 

by Fr. Bruce at 6:00 a.m. each Sunday. Faith 

Formation Coordinator Tanya Watterud arrived by 

7:00 a.m. to upload the Mass to Facebook and our 

website. 

Deacon Steve Streitz and Deacon Mohn Koble 

assisted Fr. Bruce at every Mass. Eventually the 

deacons began taking turns operating the weekday 

camera and Christine Aberle, who serves as CGS 

Coordinator and Faith Formation Assistant, and 

Tanya took turns uploading the Masses. Harrison 

continued his Sunday 

livestreaming, which 

provided a higher 

quality recording and 

made uploading to 

social media go more 

quickly on Sundays. 

 

We created a parish YouTube page to make the 

Masses accessible to more people, and quickly 

topped 200 subscribers. If you have not already 

subscribed, search for “Our Lady of Grace Minot” on 

YouTube, then click on the “Subscribe” button to get 

notifications of new video uploads. 

Why did we film the Mass so early? Fr. Bruce was 

committed to having the church open from 7:00 

a.m. to 8:30 p.m. each day to give people the 

opportunity to pray during the stressful days of the 

pandemic. Although we could not have public 

Masses, he did offer confessions behind the screen, 

the parish offices remained open and staffed, and a 

tabernacle holding Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament 

was placed in the main church so that people could 

pray in front of Jesus while being able to maintain a 

safe distance from others who were praying. 

In addition to YouTube, we also posted the Masses 

on our Facebook page and on our website. 

Occasionally reminders were posted on Instagram to 

lead even more people to the Mass. 

“What’s different about Fr. Bruce?” 

After a couple of weeks, we decided to create 

additional video messages to encourage and inform 

parishioners. Some videos shared news about 

parking lot prayer events. Some encouraged parents 

and children. And some were just for fun, like the 

“What’s Different About Fr. Bruce?” videos through 

which Fr. Bruce poked fun at himself as he 

experienced something all of us were experiencing 

due to the required closure of businesses – the 

inability to get a haircut.  

Through a Facebook comment, one person 
encouraged Fr. Bruce by telling him not to worry – 
Jesus had long hair, too. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Parishioner, Harrison Foltz, prepares to record and 

live stream Sunday Mass during the Covid 

precautions. 
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Father Bruce addresses his congregation in short  

videos that are available on YouTube. 
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IMPORTANT DATES 

(These dates are all subject to 

coronavirus precautions) 
 

June 

14 - 8:30 am - 12:00 Noon      

Feast of Corpus Christi Procession 

21 - 3:00 pm Spanish Mass 

 

July 

3 - Parish Office Closed  

19 - 3:00 pm Spanish Mass  

 

August 

10-13 - 6:00 - 7:30 pm Vacation Bible School   

14 - Parish Office Closed 

16 - 3:00 pm Spanish Mass  

30 - 1:30 - 3:30 pm Orientation for 

Confirmation 

 

September 

7 - Parish Office Closed - Labor Day 

9 - 9:45 am Coffee & Doughnut Social 

11 - 2:00 - 4:00 pm Bingo Social 

14 - 8:30 am - 12:00 Noon Knights of 

Columbus Benefit Breakfast to Welcome 

New Parishioners and Support Council 

Activities  

16 - 4:00 & 5:30 pm First  Class: Gr. K-5 

Wednesday CGS/Faith Formation 

16 - 7:00 pm First Fall Class for 2nd-year 

Confirmation 

20 - 9:20 First  Class: Gr. K-5 Sunday 

CGS/Faith Formation 

20 - 3:00 pm Spanish Mass & Fellowship 

23 - 7:00 pm Final Class for 2nd-year 

Confirmation 

27 - 1:30 pm First Reconciliation Retreat 

30 - 7:00 pm First Class for Gr. 6-8 Faith 

Formation 

 

October 

1 - 6:15 pm First Reconciliation Make-up 

Retreat 

3 - 4:00 pm First Eucharist Mass and 

Reception 

4 - 8:30 am First Eucharist Mass and 

Reception 

Receiving new life through Christ on Easter 
 

Eden Walker, the daughter of Emilie and Jory, was baptized on 
Easter Sunday. It was an Easter Sunday with no publicly 
celebrated Easter Mass because of restrictions due to the 
coronavirus.   
 

“We are very thankful we had Eden when we did; things hadn’t 
escalated in the hospital yet,” Emilie said. “We were also fortunate 
to have family visit during our stay. It would have been extremely 
unnerving to have a brand new baby in a hospital with the 
increasing number of coronavirus patients.” 
 

Things quickly changed after they brought Eden home as schools 
and businesses were closed to help slow the spread of the 
coronavirus. Emilie, a teacher, took only a 10-day maternity leave 
before choosing to continue the school year teaching art online. 
Their oldest son, Lincoln was in kindergarten, so Emilie 
homeschooled him, as well, while caring for newborn Eden and her 
one-year-old brother, Wells. Jory was fortunate to continue going 
to work every day. 
 

“Eden’s baptism was scheduled before the restrictions were put on 
Mass for Easter Sunday,” Emilie said. “Although there would be no 
Mass and we were limited to 10 people in attendance, it was 
important to us to pursue her baptism as soon as possible, 
especially due to the uncertainty of the current situation of the 
pandemic.” 
 

Easter is a significant celebration of life, Emilie added. “As Christ 
rose from the dead to new life, Eden also received new life through 
Christ.” 
 

Attending the 
baptism were 
their sons, 
Lincoln and 
Wells, Eden’s 
Godparents 
Jason and 
DelRay 
Goetz, and 
Emilie’s 
sister, 
Hannah. 
 

“The 
intimacy of 
the 
celebration was beautiful,” Emilie shared. “I will especially 
remember how peaceful the stillness felt although we were in an 
almost physically empty church.” 
 

“It was difficult for us not having everyone that we wanted to have 
be there,” she continued, “but we made the best of the situation. 
We will celebrate with our families at a later time once it is safe to 
do so.” 
 

With school closures across the United States, Emilie and Jory 
experienced many of the same pressures and joys as other parents. 
 

Eden Walker was baptized in a near-empty Easter church.                          
Photo by Hannah Marquardt 
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Praying in the Parking Lot 

On Good Friday, Divine Mercy Sunday, and again on May 3rd, 
we united our sufferings with those of Jesus through prayer.  
Although restrictions due to the coronavirus kept us 
physically away from Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, many 
parishioners came together in the parking lot to pray. 

We remained in our vehicles, tuned our radios to 91.1 FM 
Real Presence Radio (or went online to 
RealPresenceRadio.com) and prayed together, yet separately, 
the broadcast Divine Mercy Chaplet. 

As we waited for prayer to begin, Fr. Bruce, Deacon Steve and 
Deacon Mohn walked through the parking lot, greeting people from a distance and blessing their 
vehicles.  It was an experience that brought tears, comfort, smiles and a feeling of unity that so many 
people were craving after weeks of being apart as we stayed home from Mass, businesses, schools and 
other public places and gatherings to help curb the spread of the coronavirus. 

KMOT-TV interviewed Fr. Bruce via Skype to find out about the event in advance and did a follow-up 
story after Good Friday.  In addition, Real Presence Radio interviewed parishioner Bev Cushing on Real 
Presence Live on April 23.  Bev had presented the idea of the parking lot prayer to Fr. Bruce.  At the time 
this story was written, the radio station also planned to interview Bev and Fr. Bruce on May 13 during 
the radio station’s Live Drive. 

The Chaplet of Divine Mercy is prayed using a Rosary, but the words of the prayers are different and the 
devotion is shorter.  On the “Hail Mary” beads during the Chaplet, we pray, “For the sake of His 
sorrowful Passion, have mercy on us and on the whole world.”  With the magnitude of illness, death, 
uncertainty and stress that we experienced during the worldwide coronavirus pandemic, we  
realized more deeply than ever how much each of us needs Jesus’ mercy.     

4 - 10:30 am First Eucharist Mass and 

reception 

4 - No Faith Formation due to  First 

Eucharist  

4 - 8:30 am - 12:00 Noon Knights of 

Columbus Respect Life Breakfast 

4 - 8:30 am - 12:00 Noon Respect Life 

Fair 

4 - 4:00 - 500 pm Blessing of Pets (South 

Parking Lot of the Church, Door 2) 

7 - 6:00 pm Alternate Confirmation Mass 

Rehearsal 

7 - 7:00 pm Middle School Youth Group 

9 - 2:00 pm Bingo Social 

10 - 12:30 - 1:30 pm Confirmation Mass 

Rehearsal 

11 - 2:00 pm Confirmation Mass followed 

by reception 

14 - 9:40 am Coffee and Donut Social  

18 - 3:00 pm Spanish Mass & Fellowship  

21 - No Faith Formation Classes 

25 - No Faith Formation Classes 

(Continued from page 4) “Adjusting to our ‘new 
normal’ educationally, 
while being on an infant 
schedule, can be stressful 
at times, but we cherish 
the days we are able to 
spend extra time with 
each other,” Emilie said.   
“I pray for patience every 
day and try to remain 
positive. With all the 
despair in the media, I 
believe keeping prayer at the 
forefront of the pandemic 
news reduces anxiety and creates peace mentally and at home.” 
 

Emilie said the pandemic and its associated changes “reminds you 
how precious life is, and how important these little people are. 
There is nothing we won’t do to help shield our loved ones from the 
threats of the world today. I think our faith in the Lord has 
strengthened as we put our faith in Him instead of accepting fear 
and choosing to hoard toilet paper.” 
 

“We are blessed to be a part of a strong church community and for 
our family and friends who are always there to support us,” she 
added. “We couldn’t think of a better place to raise our growing 
family.” 

Fr. Bruce baptizing Eden Walker 
Photo by Hannah Marquardt 

 

Photo by Harrison Foltz 



Holy Virgin of Guadalupe, Queen of the Angels and 

Mother of the Americas. We fly to you today as your 

beloved children. We ask you to intercede for us with 

your Son, as you did at the wedding in Cana. Pray for 

us, loving Mother, and gain for our nation and world, 

and for all our families and loved ones, the protection 

of your holy angels, that we may be spared the worst 

of this illness. For those already afflicted, we ask you 

to obtain the grace of healing and deliverance. Hear  

 the cries of those who are vulnerable and 

 fearful, wipe away their tears and help them   

to trust. In this time of trial and testing, 

teach all of us in the Church to love one 

another and to be patient and kind. 

Help us to bring the peace of Jesus to 

our land and to our hearts. We come to 

you with confidence, knowing that you 

truly are our compassionate mother, 

health of the sick and cause of our joy. 

Shelter us under the mantle of your 

protection, keep us in the embrace of your arms, help 

us always to know the love of your Son, Jesus.  6 

Hardship and Hope 

The inability to gather together for Mass was 
extremely difficult during the coronavirus pandemic. 
Some of the other changes were also very hard.  

Faith Formation classes had to be cancelled for the 
remainder of the year. That included the 
postponement of First Communion Masses for the 67 
students who had prepared to receive Jesus in the 
Eucharist for the past several months. Previously 
scheduled for April 18 and 19, the First Communion 
Masses will now take place on Oct. 3 and 4. 

The number of attendees at funerals, weddings and 
baptisms were restricted to immediate family or a 
total of 10 people including the priest or deacon. In 
many cases, these milestones had to be livestreamed 
or rescheduled or celebrated privately with plans to 
have a public celebration at a later date. 

This also affected those who had prepared to receive 
sacraments through the Rite of Christian Initiation of 
Adults. Typically, they would have received these 
sacraments at the Easter Vigil Mass on Holy 
Saturday, April 11. Instead, they were private 
celebrations with a handful of people present. 

Another very difficult result of the requirements due 
to the pandemic was our inability to come together 
for the Holy Week liturgies and Easter Sunday 
Masses. Most lifelong Catholics have never 
experienced an Easter without attending Mass. We 
pray we will not have to do so again. 

Hope amidst the pain    

As of May 7, when this article was written, almost 
270,000 people worldwide had died after contracting 
the highly contagious respiratory virus scientists 
named the coronavirus. The official title of the 
disease caused by the virus is COVID-19. More than 
29,900 of the total deaths reported by May 9 had 
occurred in Italy. 

Pope Francis celebrated Easter Sunday Mass in St. 
Peter’s Basilica with only a few people present, all of 
whom were spaced at least six feet apart as was 
required to avoid spread of the virus. He then went 
to the empty St. Peter’s Square to deliver his Urbi et 

Orbi message and blessing. If you did not already see 
it, consider looking for this powerful and emotional 
event on YouTube or go directly to https://
www.youtube.com/watch?v=ptop33_yhjQ. 

His message was one of hope amidst the pain so 
many were experiencing, a message of the “victory of 
love”. Here is a portion of it. 

“Today the Church’s proclamation echoes 
throughout the world: ‘Jesus Christ is risen!’ – ‘He is 
truly risen.’ Like a new flame this Good News springs 
up in the night: the night of a world already faced 
with epochal challenges and now oppressed by a 
pandemic severely testing our whole human family. 
In this night, the Church’s voice rings out: ‘Christ, 
my hope, is risen!’” 

“This is a different ‘contagion’, a message 
transmitted from heart to heart – for every human 
heart awaits this Good News. It is the contagion of 
hope: ‘Christ, my hope, is risen!’ This is no magic 
formula that makes problems vanish. No, the 
resurrection of Christ is not that. Instead, it is the 
victory of love over the root of evil, a victory that 
does not ‘by-pass’ suffering and death, but passes 
through them, opening a path in the abyss, 
transforming evil into good: this is the unique 
hallmark of the power of God.” 
 

By Tanya Watterud 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ptop33_yhjQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ptop33_yhjQ


Vacation Bible School set for August 
 
We have moved Vacation Bible School from June to August this 
year. A few years ago we used the “Our Magnificent Four:  Luke 
the Evangelist” VBS program and are bringing it back this 
summer! 
 
Vacation Bible School will be from 6:00 to 7:30 p.m. on Monday, 
Aug. 10 through Thursday, Aug. 13 in the church classroom area. 
VBS is for children age five through those who completed second 
grade this spring. Registration forms are available in the 
classroom hallway and on our website.  There is no fee, but 
families are asked to give a free will donation on the last evening 
of VBS. 
 
If you are interested in volunteering with VBS, please contact 
Christine Aberle at 701-818-2605. 

 

 

Adult Faith 
Formation 

Q: Are you interested in learning 
more about the Catholic faith and 
possibly joining the Church? 
 

Q: Are you an Adult Catholic who 
would like to receive the 
Sacraments of Eucharist and/or 
Confirmation? 
 

Q: Are you an Adult Catholic who 
would like to learn more about the 
Catholic Faith or refresh your 
memories? 
 

A: The RCIA (Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults) might be 
for you. 
 

The RCIA sessions will be held on 
Thursday evenings from 7:00-8:30 
pm beginning in October.  For more 
information or to sign up, contact 
Deacon Steve at 839-6834. 

7 

Pantry continues during the pandemic  

Volunteers of varied 
faith backgrounds 
helped us keep the Our 
Lady of Grace Food 
Pantry operating during 
the coronavirus 
pandemic.  Those 
receiving the food were 
required to remain 
outside the building 
while volunteers, often 
wearing protective 
masks and gloves, helped 
to provide them with the food they needed.  Thank you to our many 
volunteers and to the people who donated financial and food gifts to 
the pantry.  

 

Josie Mathern prays before the tabernacle in the church.  The 
tabernacle was moved to the main church to allow for social 
distancing.  We invite you to join us for Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament on Thursday from 9:45 am to Friday at 8:30 am. 
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 Prayer Space 
At the beginning of Lent, none of us had 

any idea how significant would be our 

parish promotion of having a personal 

prayer space in our homes.  No one 

thought he or she would be spending so 

much time at home.  Since the later half 

of the 1960’s the church began to 

promote the concept of the domestic 

church. This is another way of saying, 

the church of the 

home.  This is 

actually, we are 

told in the Acts 

of the Apostles 

of the bible, how 

the early church 

started out 

before church 

buildings were 

built.  Many 

early Christians 

were of Jewish 

background but 

they were not welcome to use the Jewish 

synagogue for their Masses and prayers, 

so they tended to do their prayer and 

worship in the very homes of these early 

believers.   

Giving support to the domestic church 

in our times is important since we all 

have the need to pray and cannot always 

be at church to do this.  Our homes can 

provide us a wonderful place to spend 

time in reflection alone as well as with 

our family members.  There are 

unlimited ways of praying.  If you are at 

a loss in this regard, you can google 

Catholic prayer and I am sure you will 

get lots of suggestions.  If you do not yet 

have a space in your home designated 

for prayer, I encourage you to set up 

such a space.  Try to make it beautiful 

and reverent.  It can make for a 

wonderful transformation of your home 

environment. 

By Fr. Bruce 
Klein family celebrates 
Palm Sunday Mass in 

their home. 
Photo submitted by  

Amber Klein 

 

Images of our Lord and 
Blessed Mother and a 

beloved grandmother’s 
rocker add to  these 

prayer spaces. 
 


