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Our Lady of Grace 
 

Thanksgiving Mass: 

Nov. 25, 9:00 am 

Christmas Masses: 

Christmas Eve:  

Dec. 24, 4:00 & 8:00 pm 

Christmas Day:  

Dec. 25, 9:00 am 

Incense will be used at 8:00 pm 

Christmas Eve Mass and the 

9:00 am Christmas Mass.   

No incense will be used at the 

4:00 pm Mass on Christmas 

Eve 
  

New Year’s Mass Schedule: 

Dec. 31: 5:00 pm followed by 

potluck & bingo. 

Jan. 1: 9:00 am 

Please watch the bulletins for 

information on Penance 

Services and additional times 

for confessions with our priests. 

As I reflect on the great solemnity of Christmas and on our world in 
recent years, I find myself drawn to this verse from the Prophet 
Isaiah, which we hear during the Christmas ‘Midnight’ Mass. My 
attention is particularly drawn to the title ‘Prince of Peace’ which is 
attributed to Christ. These last two years have presented us with 
countless challenges which have sought to disturb that perennial 

desire for world peace and overall those challenges 
seem to have succeeded in their endeavor. Yet here we 
are, once again, celebrating the coming of the Christ-
child in Bethlehem, the One who is called the Prince 
of Peace. At this point, there is perhaps a question 
which is surfacing in our minds and hearts in 
response to this title: when will God restore peace to 
the world?  
 

Our ideas of what a peaceful world would look like tend to revolve 
around a resolution to conflicts and disagreements which are 
external to us: war, hunger, misguided social justice movements, 
disease, etc. Desiring an end to or at least a remedy for these ills is 
certainly noble and is worthwhile praying for. The Church herself 
says that peace will be found in the accomplishment of true justice; 
in feeding the poor, in the cessation of violence, in ensuring the 
rights and dignity of every human person, etc. 
However, the Church also says that peace is a 
fruit of charity in our hearts.  
 

Charity or love is what is foundational and most 
essential for our world to truly experience the 
workings of the Prince of Peace Himself. In other words, the 
presence of Christ needs be residing in the human heart, for He is 
Love Himself. The great joy of Christmas is found in the reality that 
the greatest Love the world has ever known became man in Jesus 
Christ! In his homily during Midnight Mass in 2000, Pope. St. John  

(Continued on page 6) 

December  2021 

For to us a child is born, to us a son is given… 
his name will be called “Wonderful Counselor,  
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace.” (Isaiah 9:6) 
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OUR LADY OF GRACE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Phone: 

(701) 839-6834 or 

(701) 852-3002 

Email: 

church@olgminot.org 

Website: 

olgminot.org 

Facebook pages: 

OurLadyofGraceMinot 
   and    
MinotCatholicYouthGroup 

Instagram: 

OurLadyofGraceMinot  

YouTube: 

https://www.youtube.com/c/
ourladyofgraceminot 

  

 

Our Mission: 

Our Lady of Grace Parish is a 
community of faith that 
encourages stewardship 
through word, sacrament and 
service. 

 

 

Father Adam Maus, Pastor 

I would like to share some 
highlights of my Installation as 
pastor back on August 15th, and the 
Mass and dinner afterward so those 
who were not in attendance can 
hear, both what I stated and 
promised, and what was so moving 
for people who were in attendance. 
 

Bishop Kagan was here to install 
me as pastor at the 10:30 Mass.  
When we processed in, with an 
almost full church, I was full of 
joyful anticipation and gratitude.  
Mindful of the incredible Solemnity 
of the Assumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary that we were 
celebrating, my heart was 
continually moved into a prayer of 
gratitude throughout the Mass for 
the privilege and honor of being the 
pastor of Our Lady of Grace and 
celebrating the day with all of you.  
 

After Bishop’s homily, the formal 
installation rite took place at the 
altar.  For the first part I led 
everyone in the Profession of Faith, 
and I continued after to confess my 
belief in everything contained in 
God’s Word, written or handed 
down in Tradition, that the 
Church’s Magisterium sets forth to 
be believed as divinely revealed, 
and those teachings definitively 
proposed by the Church regarding 
teaching on faith and morals. 
 

For the second part I 
took an Oath of Fidelity 
while my hand was 
placed on the Book of 
the Gospels, and here is 
what I said: “I, Adam 
Jacob Maus, in 
assuming the office of 
Pastor of the Church of 
Our Lady of Grace, 
Minot, promise that in 
my words and in my 
actions, I shall always 
preserve communion 
with the Catholic 
Church.  With great care 
and fidelity, I shall carry out the 
duties incumbent on me toward 
the Church, both universal and 
particular, in which, according to 
the provisions of the law, I have 

been called to exercise my service.  
In fulfilling the charge entrusted to 
me in the name of the Church, I 
shall holdfast to the deposit of the 
faith in its entirety, I shall faithfully 
hand it on and explain it, and I 
shall avoid any teachings contrary 
to it.  I shall follow and foster the 
common discipline of the entire 
Church, and I shall maintain the 
observance of all ecclesiastical laws, 
especially those which are 
contained in the Code of Cannon 
Law.  With Christian obedience I 
shall follow what the Bishops, as 
authentic doctors and teachers of 
the faith, declare, or what they, as 
those who govern the Church, 
establish.  I shall also faithfully 
assist the diocesan Bishops, so that 
the apostolic activity, exercised in 
the name and by mandate of the 
Church, may be carried out in the 
communion of the Church.  So help 
me God and God’s Holy Gospels, 
on which I place my hand.   
 

In the third and last part of the rite, 
Bishop Kagan read out loud the 
Decree of Possession, which states 
in the name of the Holy Trinity, 
that he gives to me possession of 
Our Lady of Grace.   
 

Each part of the rite had its own 
document and each was signed on 
the altar right after it was read.   
 

(Continued on page 6 ) 

Signing the Oath of Fidelity 
Fr. Maus, Bishop Kagan, and  

Deacon Steve 
(Photo by Matt Bosch) 

My Installation as Pastor 

 

https://www.youtube.com/c/ourladyofgraceminot
https://www.youtube.com/c/ourladyofgraceminot


Get t i ng  t o  know our  Pas t o r ,  F r .  Adam Maus  
Have you had a chance yet to sit down with our 
pastor, Fr. Adam Maus, and get to know him 
better?  Maybe over doughnuts after Mass, or at 
a dinner, or before a meeting?  For this 
newsletter, we took a few minutes to ask him 
about his hobbies, what a priest’s work week is 
like, and what he does spiritually to stay close to 
Our Lord. 
 

What do you like to do on a day off?   
“I like to meet up with a 
number of different friends,” 
Fr. Maus said.  “We like to be 
outside, go hunting, get our 
dogs out to play.  We get 
together and pray, as well.”  
Monday is typically his day 
off, and he loves to spend it 
outdoors when he can.  
Hunting is one of the things 
he likes the most:  bird 
hunting, deer hunting, bow 
hunting, calling coyotes.   
Fr. Corey Nelson, pastor at 
Church of St. Thomas the 
Apostle in Tioga, frequently 
joins him, and they hunt all 
over but particularly near his 
family’s farm by Golva, ND, in the southwestern 
part of the state.  The farm is rented out, but he’ll 
“sometimes get a chance to haul some bales or 
drive truck for a while when they’re combining,” 
Fr. Maus said.  In addition to hunting, Fr. Maus 
enjoys fishing and exploring the outdoors on a 
four-wheeler.  This summer, he and some priest 
friends took four-wheelers to South Dakota for a 
couple of days.  “I really enjoy going to the Black 
Hills to ride there and around my home country in 
the Badlands,” he said.  “It’s special every time I 
get to go home.”  In the winter, Fr. Maus loves to 
snow ski in the mountains.  He tries to plan a 
skiing vacation each season before Lent. 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What other hobbies do you have?  “I enjoy 
cooking,” Fr. Maus said.  “I like to cook something 
out of the ordinary.”  In fact, he and his team – the 
Brian and Kristie Michels family from Mohall – 
won the “People’s Choice Award” this summer at 
The Big Smoke benefit event for seminarians and 
those seeking a religious vocation.  Fr. Maus has 
even done canning.  “I don’t like to garden, but I 
like what comes out of the garden,” he said.  “I like 

to work on stuff, too.  Some 
Mondays, I just work on my 
vehicle or we work on each 
other’s vehicles.”  During  
get-togethers with family and 
friends, he loves to visit and 
catch up on things, and is 
always open to a game of 
pinochle.    
 

What is your week like at 
Our Lady of Grace?  
“Meeting with people and 
celebrating Mass – that’s a 
great joy for me every day,” 
Fr. Maus said.  He 
appreciates “getting to be 
with people in the best and 
the worst of times.”  A typical 

day includes Mass, confessions, regularly 
scheduled meetings, and talking with people who 
may walk in to the parish office with questions or 
who may be seeking spiritual guidance.  For the 
homilies he shares at daily Masses, “I usually 
begin to contemplate what that’s going to be the 
night before.”  He reads and prays with the 
Scriptures for the day and opens himself up to 
“whatever the Lord lays on my heart to speak 
about.”  Sometimes he’ll research things that strike 
him, by looking at commentaries on the Scripture.  
“Other times, it’s just inspiration that the Lord 
gives.”  For his weekend homilies, he prays with 
the Scriptures all week.  As St. 
Benedict said, Fr. Maus pointed 
out, “it’s like ‘chewing on the Word 
of God’ all week . . . I ask the Lord 
what he is wanting to say to the 
Body of Christ that weekend.”  He 
added, “Mainly, a homily flows 
from living out my relationship with the Lord,” 
trusting that God will give him the words he is 
supposed to share.  “Sometimes it’s not easy,” he 
said.  “We all have bad days.  It’s not easy to 
remain receptive.” 
 

 
(Continued from page 4) 

 

Fellowship with brother priests 
Fr. David Richter, Fr. Corey Nelson,  

&  Fr. Adam Maus 
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(L-R)  Fr. David Richter, Fr. Adam Maus, &  
Fr. Corey Nelson enjoying the slopes 
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IMPORTANT DATES 

(Event dates are all subject to 

coronavirus precautions) 
 

November 

 

19/20 - Dakota Hope Festival of Trees 

21 - 3:00 pm Misa Española (Spanish 

Mass) followed by fellowship 

24 - No Faith Formation Classes 

25 - 9:00 am Thanksgiving Day Mass 

26 - 27 Parish Office Closed 

28 - No Faith Formation Classes 

 

December 

4 - 10:30 am Altar Society Christmas 

Lunch  

5 - 8:30 am - 12:00 Noon      

Knights of Columbus Benefit Breakfast for 

Our Lady of Grace Food Pantry 

6 - 7:00 pm Parent CGS presentations  

7 - 7:00 pm Feast of Immaculate 

Conception Vigil Mass  

8 - 9:00 am Feast of Immaculate 

Conception Mass  

8 - Parish Office Closed 

10 - 2:00 pm Bingo Social 

11 - 9:00 am First Reconciliation #1 

11 - 10:30 am First Reconciliation #2 

12 - 3:00 pm Our Lady of Guadalupe  

Misa Española (Spanish Mass) followed 

by fellowship 

19 - 11:45 pm Children’s Christmas 

Program 

19 - 3:00 pm Our Lady of Guadalupe  

Misa Española (Spanish Mass) followed 

by fellowship 

22 - No Faith Formation until 1-5-2022  

24 - 4:00 pm Christmas Vigil Mass 

24 - 8:00 pm Christmas Vigil Mass 

24 - Parish Office Closed 

25 - 9:00 am Christmas Day Mass 

25/26 - Regular weekend Masses at  

normal times 

27 - Parish Office Closed 

31 - Parish Office Closed 

31 - 5:00 pm Mary, Mother of God 

Holy Day Vigil Mass 

This is a busy parish!  What else does your work include?  
When Fr. Maus is not in meetings, he’s preparing for other 
scheduled events like funerals, weddings, speaking engagements, 
school board meetings, parish events, Faith Formation retreats and 
classes, meetings with couples preparing for marriage or people 
desiring to become Catholic, hospital visits, home visits, and 
emergency visits.  Being new at Our Lady of Grace, he’s still working 
on putting names to faces.  And, finally, “trying to find the will at the 
end of the day to make a meal, even though I like to do it.” 
 

Along with celebrating Mass, what other spiritual things do 
you do?  “Part of the daily routine is a daily holy hour.”  Fr. Maus 
said he tries to bring to Jesus in prayer all the things that are going 
on in the parish and then make “decisions from a relationship with 
Him.”  Priests promise to pray the Liturgy of the Hours each day, 
which includes the office of readings, morning, daytime, evening and 
night prayer.  “It’s a beautiful thing,” Fr. Maus said.  It breaks up the 
day and prompts him to “intentionally stop and offer those times of 
prayer in communion with the Church throughout the world.”  He 
added, “I really strive to live a life of active receptivity, trying to 
always be open to whatever Jesus is doing, being aware of it and 
giving a faithful ‘yes’ to whatever he asks.”  He and Fr. Degele are 
working on a little chapel in the rectory (the house where the priests 
live).  “That’s where we will oftentimes pray our holy hour.”  They 
pray in the church chapel, too, “glorifying God and asking for things 
people need.”  Having the chapel in the rectory is important, because 
“we need that intimate time with our Lord.”  They have permission 
to have Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament reserved in a tabernacle 
there.  That way, when they receive emergency calls about someone 
who may be dying and desires to receive Jesus in holy communion, 
they can leave directly from the rectory.  To continue growth in his 
spiritual life, Fr. Maus does spiritual reading when he can, having 
one or two spiritual books that he’s working on at all times.  “We 
never quit growing,” he said.        
 

Do you participate in spiritual groups with other priests?  
Or lead retreats?  “We have a priest group called Jesu Caritas.  We 
get together once a month to pray together, talk about our priestly 
lives, and support each other.”  Fr. Maus directs retreats occasionally 
and “would love to do more kinds of retreats in this parish.  Planning 
is in the works,” he said.  He has been a spiritual director for retreats 
at Kenrick-Glennon Seminary in Missouri, at the Institute for 
Priestly Formation in Nebraska, and for staff at University of Mary 
and Bishop Ryan Catholic School.          
 

What is your dog’s name and what does he 
like to do?  “I had dogs growing up.  I got one 
when I finished college,” Fr. Maus said.  “She was 
a really good cattle dog and a good bird dog.”  
She grew old and died, so, about 18 months after 
he was ordained a priest, Fr. Maus got 
Remington, his yellow Labrador.  Remington’s 
favorite hobby?  Playing fetch!  “I play fetch 
several times a day to keep my dog happy, and 
he’s a good hunting dog, too,” Fr. Maus said. 
 

Do you like coffee? “Yes, black coffee.  But not 
after three in the afternoon; I need my sleep.” 
 

Thank you for all you do, Fr. Maus, and for saying “yes” when you 
were called to serve our parish!   

By Tanya Watterud 

(Continued from page 3) 

Fr. Maus &  
Remington 
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31 - 6:00 - 9:00 pm    New Year’s Eve 

Potluck Dinner and Bingo 

January 

1 - 9:00 am Mary Mother of  God 

Holy Day Mass  

2 - 8:30 am - 12:00 Noon Knights of 

Columbus Breakfast for Dakota Hope 

Clinic 

2 - 3:00 pm Our Lady of Guadalupe  

Misa Española (Spanish Mass) 

followed by fellowship 

14 - 2:00 pm Bingo Social 

16 - No Faith Formation Classes 

16 - 3:00 pm Our Lady of Guadalupe  

Misa Española (Spanish Mass) 

followed by fellowship 

17 - 3:00 pm Spanish Mass followed by 

fellowship 

27 - 2:00 - 4:00 pm   First Eucharist 

Retreat (Option 1) 

30 - 6:30 - 8:30 pm Make-up for First 

Eucharist Retreat  

 

February 

Date to be set: 

Knights of Columbus Roast Beef Dinner 

5 - 4:00 pm First Eucharist Rite of 

Enrollment 

6 - 8:30, 10:30 am and 5:00 pm First 

Eucharist Rite of Enrollment 

6 - 3:00 pm Misa Española (Spanish 

Mass) followed by fellowship 

7 - 7:00 pm Parent CGS presentations  

11 - 2:00 pm Bingo Social 

20 - No Faith Formation Classes 

20 - 3:00 pm Misa Española (Spanish 

Mass) followed by fellowship 

21 - Parish Office Closed 

27 - 10:30 am   Preschool to Grade 1 sing 

during Mass 

 

March 

6 - 8:30 am - 12:00 Noon      

Knights of Columbus New Parishioner 

Welcome Breakfast 

2 - Ash Wednesday 

(Continued from page 4) Bringing the Blessed Mother  
   into our Hearts and Lives 
 

For those whom I have not yet met, I am Fr. Jacob 
Degele, and I am the associate pastor here at Our 
Lady of Grace. I was ordained a priest this past 
June in Bismarck after having studied in St. Paul, 
MN and St. Louis, MO during the course of my 
seminary formation. It is has been a great joy to 
begin my priestly ministry by ministering to all of 
you here at this wonderful parish. These first 
several months of priestly life have been incredibly 
life-giving, beautiful, inspiring, and humbling...and 
busy! No one told me that the last time I would be able to lie down 
would be when I was lying prostrate on the marble floor of the 
Cathedral! What I have experienced in the continued busyness, 
however, has been an ever-growing and abiding interior joy and 
peace. Thanks be to God for the gift of the Sacred Priesthood!  
 

Upon beginning parish life here at Our Lady of Grace on July 1, I 
was flooded with countless encounters with good and faithful people 
in the activities of the parish, in the hospitals and in the nursing 
homes. I have been able to encounter and experience the merciful 
love of Christ in ways that I never expected or dreamed of. Not a day 
goes by when I don’t marvel at the great gift of priesthood which 
God has given to me, unworthy as I am.  
 

In those first couple months of priestly 
ministry, I began to find myself quickly 
moving from one person to the next, from one 
event to the next, each being filled with its 
own unique graces, but getting caught up in 
the midst of the busyness; perhaps you have experienced this before. 
We experience God’s graces so many times throughout our day, yet 
we hardly ever take the time to marvel at the wonders he has done in 
our lives and in the lives of those we meet. This is the place I found 
myself and continue to find myself from time to time. In order to not 
receive these graces from God in vain (cf. 1 Corinthians 6:1), I began 
to practice pondering the great works of God with the Blessed Virgin 

through the Rosary. Like St. John, I found a great 
need to take the Blessed Mother into my own 
home, into my heart, and to relate to her and recall 
with her the countless ways I encountered Christ 
throughout my day. She ponders with me and 
offers to her Son my prayers of thanksgiving. The 
place where I am most fond of encountering the 
Blessed Mother, however, is while offering the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass. To be with her at the foot of 
the Cross each and every day, making present again 
the eternal sacrifice of Christ, is an immense 

privilege which no priest should ever take for granted, nor should 
any person in attendance forget while at Mass. Come, Blessed 
Mother, and bestow upon us gifts from the riches of your graces, O 
Virgin full of grace!  
 

Brothers and sisters, thank you for your kind and loving welcome to 
the parish and I ask for your continued prayers as I seek to conform 
my life each day to Christ, who came “not to be served, but to serve, 
and to give his life as a ransom for many” (Matthew 20:28). Be 
assured of my daily prayers for all of you.  

By Fr. Jacob Degele, Parochial Vicar 

“And from that hour 
the disciple took Mary 

into his home.” 
-John 19:27 
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Sacramental Prep 
Reconciliation and Eucharist 

6 

Students to receive sacrament of  
First Reconciliation 
On Saturday, December 11, the children who 
have been preparing during these past few 
weeks will go to confession for the first time, 
receiving the sacrament of First 
Reconciliation.   
There will be two First Reconciliation 
Service times:  9:00-10:00 a.m. (for those 
whose last names begin with A-J) and 10:30
-11:30 a.m. (for those whose last names 
begin with K-Z).  If the assigned time 
doesn’t work, families may contact Tanya in 
the Faith Formation office. 
Please pray for 
these students as 
they prepare to 
receive the mercy 
of God through this 
beautiful 
sacrament. 

 
First Eucharist 
Retreat is in 
January 
The children who 
will be preparing 
for First Eucharist 
(Communion) and 
their parents will 
attend the required First Eucharist Retreat 
in January.  There are two options:  
Thursday, January 27, from 6:00-7:30 p.m. 
or Sunday, January 30, from 1:00 to 2:30 
p.m.  Both retreats will be held in the dining 
room. 
The retreat is required for all who wish to 
receive the sacrament this spring at Our 
Lady of Grace, including Bishop Ryan 
Catholic School students. 
The First Eucharist Masses will be 
celebrated the weekend of April 23 and 24, 
and the students will be divided between the 
three Masses of 4:00 p.m. Saturday, 8:30 
a.m. Sunday and 10:30 a.m. Sunday.  
Parents will receive the schedule at the 
retreat.  
As we did with preparation for First 
Reconciliation, we will be using the Blessed 
curriculum from Dynamic Catholic for the 
students’ at-home work.  Please pray for 
these students as they prepare to receive 
Jesus in the Eucharist for the first time. 
 

By Tanya Watterud 

(Continued from page 2 ) 
 

 

The Oath of Fidelity required two witnesses, our 
trustees, who also signed it on the altar. 
 

At the end of Mass I commented, and I want all of you 
to know, that my heart is for you; I have been given to 
you, and I want to be a good Father and pastor to you.  
I know that I am just a young priest and have a lot of 
growing to do, but we all have a lot of growing to do, 
and I look forward to leading you and growing with 
you.  I love you and want to be a good Father for you.  
 
 

At the meal afterward, I tried to visit with everyone as 
they waited in line to get a plate of delicious food.  
There was a tremendous sense of welcome and joy and 
I am so grateful.  Thank you to all who took care of all 
of the preparation for, and carrying out of duties and 
particulars on this great day, or aided in any way; food, 
music, behind the scenes, etc - thank you!  
 

May we have many good years together.  Fr. Maus 

(Continued from page 1) 
 
Paul II said that at Christmas, we find Christ “born in 
a stable and, coming among us, he kindles in the 
world the fire of God’s love.” It is only when every 
human heart learns to recognize the need for Christ 
deep within themselves and then chooses to receive his 
presence that peace will be found. Charity in our souls 
enables us to love God and our neighbor. Without 
charity residing in our souls, we not only lack the 
capacity to love God and neighbor, but we also lack 
interior peace.  
 

Peace in the world, therefore, will only come from 
every human heart receiving Christ. Once a person has 
received Charity for themselves, then they are able to 
more fruitfully engage in acts of justice in our world. 
This is because the motivating force behind their 
efforts is not to just simply do good, but more 
profoundly is to lead others to encounter the Christ-
child, the Prince of Peace, within their heart. “May this 
fire burn in our hearts as a flame of charity in 
action,” John Paul II continues, “showing itself in 
openness to and support of our many brothers and 
sisters sorely tried by want and 
suffering!” 
 

May this Christmas season stir 
within us a deeper desire to 
experience the birth of Charity in 
the recesses of our souls. May we 
remain faithful to receiving his 
love in the Sacraments, most especially in the 
Eucharist and in Confession. When we encounter the 
lack of peace we desire for the world to have, let us 
pray not just for a resolution, but for each individual to 
experience the fire of love burning in Heart of Christ. 
May we not be disturbed by the lack of peace in the 
world, but instead submit to the reign of the Prince of 
Peace in our souls, who today is born for us.  
 

By Fr. Jacob Degele 



 

7 

Learning about Jesus’ birth  
through action and song 
 

Children in 
Kindergarten 
through 5th grade 
are invited to 
participate in our 
annual Children’s 
Christmas Program.  

Please sign up on the bulletin board in 
the classroom hallway or contact 
Christine Aberle in the Faith Formation 
office or at 701-818-2605. 

Rehearsals are on two Saturdays from 
2:30 to 3:30PM: Dec. 11 and Dec. 18. The 
performance is Sunday, Dec. 19, after the 
10:30AM Mass (so approximately 
11:45AM). 

All are invited to the performance! We 
usually have a special visitor there, too, 
with a treat for all the children.  Who do 
you think our visitor might be? 

Learning about Jesus’ birth  
through action and song 
 

Children in grades 2 and older are 
invited to sing along with the choir for 
4:00PM Christmas Eve Mass. Please sign 
up on the bulletin board in the 
classroom hallway or contact Tanya in 
the Faith Formation office. We will have 
practice on two Wednesdays from 5 to 
5:30PM on December 1 and December 
15.  

Confirmation can transform us 
into intentional disciples 
 
In his homily during the October 10 Confirmation Mass, 
Bishop Kagan said the day’s Gospel, Mark 10:17-30, 
expressed “why the Church considers the sacrament of 
Confirmation to be so necessary to every Catholic.” 
 

The sacrament is intended to “transform us into those 
intentional disciples of Jesus,” he said.  When reading 
the Gospel about the rich young man, “we should make 
an effort not so much to concentrate on this rich young 
man, but on Jesus himself.” 
 

In the Gospel, the rich young man “asks the question 
that should be a question we all ask in our private 
prayer:  ‘What must I do to gain eternal life?’  He went to 
the right person, obviously, and Jesus gives him the 
answer.  But clearly the young man wanted something 
else.” 
 

Jesus told the rich young man to “Go, sell what you have, 
and give to the poor and you will have treasure in 
heaven; then come, follow me.”  But the young man 
walked away. 
 

“Who of us wouldn’t do what Jesus says?”  Bishop Kagan 
asked.  “The great tragedy is the young man was too 
attached to his possessions.”  Jesus was trying to help 
the young man understand “you have to make me the 
center of your life.  I will help you, but it’s your decision.” 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bishop Kagan addressed the 31 Confirmation students, 
noting that they would be receiving the Seven Gifts of 
the Holy Spirit for the second time; first in Baptism and 
now in Confirmation.  The gifts “are for you to use to do 
what the young man wanted to know – What can I do to 
get to heaven?” 
 

“Each of you will have to make Jesus first in your life,” 
he said.  “It’s not that you disregard others.  But if he’s 
first in your life, you’ll love others in a way that sanctifies 
them, and helps you grow in holiness, also.” 
 

The bishop continued, “Do not let anything else be more 
important.  These Seven Gifts will help you put and keep 
Jesus first.  You must want to be that kind of disciple.” 

Bishop David Kagan anoints Connor Harvey 

during the Confirmation Mass 



 Pantry part of TWICE BLESSED Grant Program 

St. Joseph’s Community Health Foundation has awarded 
Our Lady of Grace Food Pantry the opportunity to be part 
of the TWICE BLESSED Matching grant program. 

From November 15 through December 31, 2021, eligible 
gifts given to St. Joseph's Community Health Foundation 
for your food pantry's TB campaign will be matched by 
the St. Joseph’s Community Health Foundation up to the 
amount provided in the Matching Fund Agreement. 
Every gift matched doubles the blessing. 

For more information go to https://sjchfnd.com/twice-
blessed/ or call 701-837-1726.   

—————————————–——————————————————————— 
 

Volunteers of varied faith 
backgrounds help us keep the 
Our Lady of Grace Food 
Pantry operating during these 
difficult times. We are in need 
of more volunteers to keep our 
doors open.  
 

Please prayerfully consider if you are able to assist in our 
food pantry.  Please contact Joyce Sand for more 

As is our custom, we present our Annual 
Report.  Currently 1,282 households (about 
3,846 individuals) are registered in our 
parish family.  We have been a stewardship 
parish for about 17½ years now.  In 
September we will again have our 
Stewardship Renewal when we recommit 
ourselves to be good stewards of our time, 
talent and treasure.  God continues to bless 
us individually and as a parish.  May we 
continue to share those blessings! 

 Fr. Adam Maus, Pastor 

 Deacon Steve Streitz, Parish Manager 
 

Stewardship of Time and Talent 
 

Sacramental Life 

Baptisms ...................................... 31 
Funerals ...................................... 49 
Confirmations .............................. 33 
Weddings ..................................... 14 
First Communions ..................... 109 
 

Ministries and Activities 

285  Bible Study and Faith-Sharing  
  Group Participants 
35  Eucharistic Adorers  
228 families Liturgical Ministers, including 
  Musicians  
55   Members, Councils and 
  Committees  
59  Outreach (Homebound/ 
  Nursing Home Ministers,  
  Transportation) 
125  Prayer Chains (Telephone and 
  Email) 

OUR LADY OF GRACE PARISH 

Annual Report 

Our Lady of Grace Food Pantry 

 July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021  
  

  

  2020-2020 2020-2021 

    

Income:    
Pantry Income OLG Parishioners 38,770.71 25,805.25 

Pantry Interest Earned  0.00 0.00 

Pantry Income Grants  27,808.54 54,141.73 

63,701.10 67,948.59 Pantry Income Non-OLG  

Total Income: 130,280.35 147,895.57 

    

Expenses:    
Food:  72,201.47 53,050.36 
Medical/Housing/Rent Assistance: 10,415.94 20,000.00 
Facility and Administrative Expense: 17,034.43 21,201.24 
Equipment (Used Forklift), Maintenance/

Repair: 5,311.21 19,312.94 

Total Expenses: 104,963.05 113,564.54 
    

Income-Expenses: 25,317.30 34,331.03 
 

   

Food Distributed:    
Food Donated to Pantry, in pounds: 90,553 75,775 
Food Purchased, in pounds: 269,339 138,960 
Pantry Volunteers:  120 120 

    

Monthly Average  People Served:   
Households:  447 353 
Individuals:  1,084 902 
Children:  386 324 
Senior Citizens:  88 81 
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Our Lady of Grace Parish - Annual Statement 

July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021 

Stewardship of Treasure 

Financial Statement 

Your good stewardship provides not only for our parish needs but extends beyond Our Lady of Grace Par-

ish to our diocese, our community and beyond.   

Income:   2019-2020 2020-2021 

Contributions Adult Envelopes - Sundays and Holy Days 807,171.30 831,252.53 

 Youth and Children's Envelopes  4,983.94 3,730.65 

 Loose Currency  52,962.00 25,786.00 

Investment Income  132.81 173.81 

Transfer from Savings for BRCS Foundation Payment 0.00 0.00 

Committees/Councils  2,603.00 2,475.00 

Activities/Ministries (Weddings, Funerals, Sanctuary, Facility Usage) 37,147.47 24,415.04 

Education (Adult Educ., RE Tuition, Grant, VBS, Camp) 13,200.00 14,617.19 

Other Donations and Misc Income  28,463.37 18,700.00 

 Income (excluding Dedicated Accounts) 946,663.89 921,150.22 

Expense:     

Staff Expense (Salaries/Taxes/Insurance, Clergy Expense, Mileage) 332,919.16 336,924.13 

Facilities/Utilities (including improvements)  120,999.10 114,126.51 

Committees/Councils  3,559.48 3,037.04 

Education 

Exp. (Adult Educ., Religious Education Books and Supplies; Youth Camp; VBS; 
  

 Bishop Ryan Catholic Schools Subsidy, BRCS Campaign   

 and BRCS Stewardship Cost of Education) 353,365.54 342,490.30 

Activities/Ministries (Weddings, Funerals, Sanctuary, Facility Usage) 25,447.11 3,085.69 

Office (Postage, Telephone, Supplies, Printing, Equipment) 68,346.86 57,121.35 

Transfer to Savings Accounts  0.00 0.00 

Other Expense (liturgy, flowers, etc.)  28,967.19 29,510.60 

 
933,604.44 886,295.62 Expense (excluding Dedicated Accounts) 

  Income - Expense 13,059.45 34,854.60 

Receipts - Dedicated Accounts:    

  God's Share, African Mission, Holy Land, Rice Bowl, Memorials, 150,052.16 99,347.17 

  Tuition Assistance Program, St. Gianna's Home   
     

Expenditures - Dedicated Accounts:    

  God's Share, African Mission, Holy Land, Rice Bowl, Memorials, 93,070.99 329,776.67 

  Tuition Assistance Program, St. Gianna's Home   

 YTD Change in Dedicated Accounts 6,276.18 -6,947.05 
     

 Cash Balance 7/1/20 115,303.41   

 Income 921,150.22   

 Expenses -886,295.62   

 Transfer from Savings 0.00   

 Transfer to Diocesan Expansion Fund Account 0.00   

 Net Change Dedicated Accounts -6,947.05   

 Payroll Liabilities 332.60   

 Cash balance 6/30/21 143,543.56   
9 



New Parishioners 
and Families of:  
Darin and Holly 
Johnson, Allie, Emma, 
and Carly; Kelly and 
Mildred Dabney, Liam, 
Alexandra, and Anthony; 
Brittany Schaan, Anna 
and Sionna; Tanner and 
Stephanie Kavadas; 
Thomas & Karen 
Czaplewski; Daniel and 
Kate Marshall, Macie, 
Lincoln, and Addie; Gina 
Charboneau, Jaxson and Jakobe; Quinn and Karli 
Degenstein, Wrenn; James and Susan Becker; 
Selestia Walkup; April Platt; Molly Frueh, Brynlee 
and Paxton; Marc and Jasmine Guerrero, Ezekiel; 
Boyd and Jessica Rakness, Cooper, Easton, 
Addison, and Gunner; Dennis and Paulette Hoff; 
Ron and Vanessa Kramer, Jacob, Megan, and 
Casey; Nicholas and Emily Biberdorf; Kelly and 
Tristen Wyckoff, Decker and Eddie; AC and Maria 
Clary; Lilian Nyangoto and Ndema Nyakundi, 
Aiden, Sheena, and Natasha; Michael Spinelli; 
Jacob Stach; Dalton and Kelsi Cooper, Krue; Jack 
Gelting; Ray and Kristen Lichtenberger, Rowan, 
Rayden, and Alyssa; Orville and Mindy Neuhalfen; 
Carolyn Tandberg; Jacob and Anna Edwards, 
Payton Demars, True; Sadie Hackman, Layla; Jane 
Mucheu; Wayne Dutenhafer; Andrew and Amy 
Smith, Brantley and Bristol; Tim and Ginny Clark, 
Ella, Abel, Lola, Jack, & June; Travis Prochaska; 
Christopher and Samantha Hagans, Jordyn; 
Kenneth Sime; Brady and Samantha Morgan, 
Braelyn; Victor Vega; Lyle & Mary Lavachek; Troy 
and LaDonna Brezden; Larry and Linda 
Hanneman; Joe Skurzewski; and Susan Weidman.  
 
Baptisms:   

Grayson Bailey, Mack Stephens, 
Leiauna Rojas, Sionna Schaan 
Werlinger, Anna Schaan, 
Griffin Goertzen, Karla Lusena, 
Liam Dabney, Drake Winkels, 
Kayah Larson, Emma Bonilla, 
Wrenn Degenstein, Krue 
Cooper, Grace Stremick, Jack 
Awalt, Navi Schneider, Ezekiel 
Guerrero, Oaklyn Ost, Wayne 

Brantley, Thea Schatz, Corbett Fornshell, Aspen 
Ellis, Carter Kesler, Caylee Kesler, Crosby Geinert, 
True Demars, Lukas Duchsherer, Burke Schilken, 
Harper Settersten, Leo Demars, Dixie Mack.    
 

Weddings:  
Tanner Kavadas and Stephanie 
Jensen, Andres Casarez and 
Stephanie Hodge, Jacob Collins and 
Carlie Wilson, Kyle Jundt and Kaitlin 
Bachman, Osvaldo Lusena-Ibarra and 
Karla Lusena, Kale McHenry and 
Jocelyn Haman, Luke Johnson and 
Shelby LaBonte, Jacob Burckhard and 
Paige Brodehl, Cole Lauinger and 
Bethanie Burckhard, Caleb Karna and Trina Howell, 
Jordan Martinson and Natasha Zietz, Jacob Nilson 
and Toni Lemon, Lucas Niess and Megan Quinlan, 
Robert Morris and Shari McCarty, Kale Quellhorst 
and Lindsey Mogard, Larry and Linda Hanneman.  
 
Deaths:  
Mary Jo Sanders, Kent Block, Louise Schock, 
Audrey Savelkoul, Glendon Dove, Thomas Jundt, 
Beri Martin, Ramona Schaan, Donald Keller, 
Richard Heidt, Burton Schultz, Kathleen McCarthy, 
Marjorie Davy, Michael Schiele,Betty Troite, Lois 
Hawbaker, Philip Bachmeier, Albert Boehm, Jill 
Luchsinger, John Buechler, Robert Warath, 
Lawrence Stoin, Criselda 
Woiwode, Max Stolt, Mary 
Soltis, Arlene Byre, Sandy 
McQueen, Harvey Albert, 
Sophia Acosta, Raymond 
Sharkey, Roger Backes, 
Deborah Anderson, Leona 
Funk, Lynn Foley, Leo 
Jundt, Kenneth Wright, Ella 
O’Shea, Jessica Letvin, Mary Ann Pfliger, Fabian 
Zeltinger, Donald DeGree, Barbara Belgarde, Lettie 
Annell, Albert Mosser, Marlene Short, Paul Wirtz, 
Richard McGee, Charles Hilzendager, Merlin Wald.  

Our Parish Family 
July 1, 2020 - June 30, 2021 

On this Holy Night, 
adoration of the Child 
Jesus becomes 
Eucharistic adoration. 
We adore you, Lord, 
truly present in the 
Sacrament of the Altar, 
the living Bread which 
gives life to humanity. We 
acknowledge you as our one 
God, a little Child lying helpless in the manger!  

– St. John Paul II 



MISA en ESPAÑOL 

 
 

Domingo 12 de Deciembre 2021 

a las 3 de la tarde 

Iglesia de Our Lady of Grace 

 

The Virgin Mary has made 
numerous apparitions 
around the world throughout 
the years, and Our Lady of 
Guadalupe is among the 
earlier apparitions of the 
Virgin Mary. Our Lady of 
Guadalupe is well known 
among the Hispanic 
countries, and her feast day 
(December 12th) is widely 
celebrated throughout 
Mexico. 
 

In the year 1531 Our Lady of 
Guadalupe appeared before 
an indigenous man named Juan Diego, who is now 
known as Saint Juan Diego, on mount Tepeyac, 
near Mexico City, on December 9th. Our Lady of 
Guadalupe appeared three times before Juan Diego, 
asking him to build a church in that location. In 
order to prove that he was telling the truth to the 
Archbishop, Juan Diego asked our Lady of 
Guadalupe for a sign. Our Lady of Guadalupe then 
sent Juan Diego to hike up the mount, pick some 
roses and take them to the Archbishop. Roses 
blooming in the middle of December and at a high 
elevation was impossible, but Juan Diego was able 
to find roses like our lady had told him; therefore, 
he picked some roses and carried them in his tunic 
down mount, and to where the Archbishop was. 

When Juan Diego 
arrived where the 
Archbishop was, Juan 
Diego dropped the 
edge of his tunic, 
letting the roses fall to 
the ground, and 
revealing an image of 
Our Lady of 
Guadalupe that had 
been imprinted on the 
front of the tunic. In 
the image Our Lady of 
Guadalupe wore 
traditional royal Aztec 
clothing and a black 
belt around her waist, 
which indicated pregnancy in the Aztec culture. A 
conversion of millions of Aztecs began after our 
lady’s appearance, and the human sacrifices that 
the Aztecs performed came to an end. A church, 
named the Basilica of Our Lady of Guadalupe, was 
built on the mount to mark the location of the 
apparitions and it’s still a very popular pilgrimage 
location. In the church Juan Diego’s tunic is on 
display allowing those who visit to see the 
miraculous image of Our Lady of Guadalupe that 
was imprinted on the tunic many years ago. In the 
Hispanic culture she is also considered a patriot of 
the Americas and the unborn children. 
 

In some towns in Mexico, the celebrations of our 
Lady of Guadalupe‘s feast day starts on December 
1st and ends on December 12th. During these days 
there are Masses, rosaries, pilgrimages to the 
church, and indigenous dances after Mass every 
day. On the day of December 12th, the towns have 
great festivities that take place, and most people 
will have dinners with their families, which consists 
of many traditional foods like tamales and pozole. 

 
by Ruby Vazquez 

 

New Year’s Eve Party! 
Do you like to play bingo?   

If you do, this is the place to be.  Everyone is invited to celebrate the Mary, Mother of 
God Holy Day Mass with us at 5:00 pm on New Year’s Eve and then join us at 6:00 pm in 
our parish dining room for a potluck dinner.  Those with their last name starting with 

the letters A-H are asked to bring main dishes; I-Q bring salads; 
and R-Z, bring desserts.   

After dinner, we will play bingo.  We invite everyone who has 
any “white elephant” items in their home to bring them along 
for prizes.  We will end at 9:00 pm.   

See you there! 
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ADVENT CARING TREE 
 

Our Lady of Grace’s Pastoral Care Committee invites you to participate in the Caring Tree Project.  The 

children helped by this effort are often the most needy and neglected.   
 

A Caring Tree decorated with paper ornaments will be placed in the sanctuary from November 27 

through December 23. You may bring your gifts to the office or place in the offering basket with your 

donation. 
 

Purple Ornaments benefit the children of the Fort Yates Indian Mission. 
 

Pink Ornaments benefit the Adolescent Mental Health Unit of Trinity - St Joseph’s Medical Center for 

buying mittens, socks, etc. for young patients. 
 

White Ornaments benefit children who are victims of domestic 

violence. 
 

Violet Ornaments benefit God’s Child Project in Guatemala 

(Director is Pat Atkinson of Bismarck). 
 

Light Blue Ornaments benefit Camp ReCreation for the 

developmentally disabled at Richardton, ND. 
 

 

Please take an ornament of your choice, place it in an 

envelope with your monetary gift, and put it in one of the 

Sunday collections.  Thank you.   

By the way, your gifts are tax deductible! 


