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Our Lady of Grace 
 
 

Lenten Daily Mass: 

Monday  7:15 am 
Tuesday  7:00 pm 
Wednesday  9:00 am 
Thursday  7:15 and 9:00 am 
Friday  7:15 and 9:00 am 
 

Holy Week Schedule: 
 

Palm Sunday, March 28  
Vigil Mass - March 27, 4:00 pm 
Mass - 8:30 & 10:30 am  
(Wear a jacket for procession of the 
palms, held outside before Mass if 
weather is appropriate) 
Living Stations of the Cross 
Performance - 7:00 pm  
 

Monday, March 29 
Mass - 7:15 am  
 

Tuesday, March 30 
Mass - 7:00 pm  
 

Wednesday, March 31 
Mass - 9:00 am  
 

Holy Thursday, April 1 
Mass - 7:00 pm  
Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 
after Mass until Midnight 
 

Good Friday - April 2 
Passion of the Lord Service and 
Veneration of the Cross - 3:00 pm  
 

Holy Saturday, April 3 
No 4:00 pm Mass 
Easter Vigil Mass at 8:30 pm 
 

Easter Sunday, April 4 
Masses at 8:30 and 10:30 am 

ur Lenten Journey 

 
"As Lent is the time for greater 

love, listen to Jesus' thirst… 
 

'Repent and believe'   
Jesus tells us. 

 

What are we to repent? 
 

Our indifference,  
our hardness of heart. 

 

What are we to believe? 
 

Jesus thirsts even now,  
in your heart and in the poor - 

 

He knows your weakness,  
He wants only your love,  

wants only the chance to love 
you."             

     

                                                                                           

St. Teresa of Calcutta 

February 2021 

These beautiful words from 
Mother Teresa are a reminder to 
us that lent is a time for spiritual 
renewal. Prayer, fasting and 
almsgiving are the three pillars of 
Lent and when thinking of Lent we 
often think of what we should give 
up. Fasting is so very important, 
but it is also time to consider what 
the Lord is calling us to do. At this 
particular time many are 
experiencing anxiety over the 
many trials we are facing today, 
which is okay and normal. What 
matters is how we handle that 
anxiety. 

During our Lenten journey we 
need the Holy Spirit to help us 
grow in faith and hope as we pray 
and work at removing the negative 
and experience more joy. Pray, 
asking our Lord to be strengthened 
with the fruits of the Holy Spirit: 
love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, generosity, 
gentleness, faithfulness, modesty, 
self-control, and chastity, and may 
His gifts and blessings lead us to 
live the life we have been called to. 
 

By Edith Schall 
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OUR LADY OF GRACE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Phone: 

  (701) 839-6834 or 

  (701) 852-3002 

Email: 

  church@olgminot.org 

Website: 

  olgminot.org 

Facebook pages: 

  OurLadyofGraceMinot 
   and    
  MinotCatholicYouthGroup 

Instagram: 

  OurLadyofGraceMinot  

Our Mission: 

Our Lady of Grace Parish is 
a community of faith that 
encourages stewardship 
through word, sacrament 
and service. 

 

 

Father Bruce Krebs, Pastor 

Year of St. Joseph 

 

Our Holy Father, Pope Francis, has 

designated this year from December 8, 2020 

to December 8, 2021 as the Year of St. 

Joseph.  The Church’s understanding of the 

importance of St. Joseph has developed over 

the centuries. It was through his marital 

union with Mary that he is considered just 

behind Mary in deserving our honor and 

reverence.  He also had a unique role in 

forming the moral life of Jesus, the Son of 

God.  No angel was ever called “father” by 

Jesus.  In his role as the teacher and mentor 

to Jesus, Jesus (who was God from God) 

was obedient to St. Joseph.  Owing to the 

unique place St. Joseph had within the Holy 

Family, he has great intercessory power with 

Jesus, who would certainly not deny him 

any request.  St. Andre Bessette had a great 

devotion to St. Joseph as he served as a 

porter at the university which his religious 

order ran in Montreal, Canada.  Millions of 

people, each year, now visit the shrine of St. 

Joseph in Montreal, that has been built as a 

fruit of the devotion this simple uneducated 

brother had to St. Joseph. 

 

This Lent, during this year of St. Joseph, you 

will have the opportunity to make a 

consecration to St. Joseph.  March 19 is the 

Feast of St. Joseph and is the day many of us 

will do our 

consecration. This consecration can be done 

anytime but it is especially recommended that 

one do it on a feast when the church honors St. 

Joseph.  To prepare for the consecration, we 

will use the book by Fr. Donald Calloway, 

“Consecration to St. Joseph, the Wonders of our 

Spiritual Father.” Preparation for the March 19 

consecration, begins on February 15.  Join us if 

you can. 

 

By Fr. Bruce 
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You may have had one or more Covid tests and 

maybe even a rapid test.  But all of us have been 

undergoing spiritual Covid testing whether we 

want it or not. For the majority of us Catholics in 

this country, we have been dispensed from 

obligatory Sunday Mass attendance.  What this 

means, of course, is that as Catholics we are 

required by church law to participate at Mass on 

all Sundays and Holy Days of Obligation, unless we 

are sick or are prevented from attending by other 

extenuating circumstances.  This obligation has 

been temporarily lifted during this pandemic. 

There-in lies the test. 
 

The third commandment, “To Keep Holy the 

Lord’s Day,” however, remains in effect because no 

bishop can dispense from God’s law.  It is our 

fervor and love for the Lord that is being tested at 

present.  Some people are truly fearful for their 

health and very rarely venture forth from home 

these days, and so, have not stepped into a church 

since March.  Still there are unlimited 

opportunities to participate in Masses on TV or on 

the internet.  No one is prevented, even at this 

unique time, from fulfilling the Third 

Commandment at least in spirit.  
 

 

On the Feast of Epiphany we heard of the magi 

arriving at the stable to adore the newborn King of 

the Jews.  King Herod, with assistance from the 

Jewish leaders, was able to direct them to 

Bethlehem to find Jesus.  In this event we see three 

different ways people responded to the news of 

Jesus’ birth, similar to how people respond to 

Jesus today.  The magi went to great personal 

sacrifice to adore Jesus and present their 

expensive gifts.  The Jewish leaders responded to 

the news with indifference.  They made no effort to 

seek out the Messiah.  And Herod ended up trying 

to destroy this Holy Infant.  To a great degree our 

culture today is represented by Herod, seeing 

Christianity as a threat to “progress” and being 

eager to stifle its influence.  The Jewish leaders, in 

their indifference to our Lord’s birth, represent 

many, many people in our country who have no 

interest in religion and do not practice.  The magi 

represent the committed Christians who, 

pandemic or not, remain faithful to the practice of 

their faith as they are able to at this time, still 

giving worship to God out of sincere love for Him.  

The spiritual Covid test has been exposing the 

depth of our love and commitment to Jesus.  

 

By Father Bruce 

Spiritual Covid Test 

On the Epiphany of the Lord, celebrated the 
weekend of January 2-3, we continued our 
tradition of having the Three Kings and a 
servant act out how gifts were presented to 
Baby Jesus.  Thank you to these men, from left to 
right, Steven O’Farrell, Pat Ficek, Ricardo 
Vazquez and Randall Mathura, who 
assisted.  “And behold, the star that they had 
seen at its rising preceded them, until it came 
and stopped over the place where the child was. 
They were overjoyed at seeing the star, and on 
entering the house they saw the child with Mary 
his mother. They prostrated themselves and did 
him homage. Then they opened their treasures 
and offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and 
myrrh.” – Matthew 2:9-11 
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IMPORTANT DATES 

(Event dates are all subject to 

coronavirus precautions) 
 

February 

14 - No Faith Formation 

15 - Parish Office Closed 

17 - Ash Wednesday  

        Mass at 9 am, 5 and 7 pm 

19 - 5:30 pm Stations of the Cross  

21 - 3:00 pm Spanish Mass &  Fellowship 

24 - 7:00 pm Living Stations 

26 - 5:30 pm Stations of the Cross  

28 - 10:30 am Youth Mass 

 

March 

5 - 5:30 pm Stations of the Cross  

10 - No Faith Formation 

12 - 5:30 pm Stations of the Cross  

14 - 2:00 am Daylight Savings Begins, set 

your clock ahead one hour  

14 - No Faith Formation 

19 - 5:30 pm Stations of the Cross  

21 - 3:00 pm Spanish Mass  

26 - 5:30 pm Stations of the Cross  

28 - 7:00 pm Living Stations Performance 

31 - No Faith Formation—Holy Week 

 

April 

1 - Happy Birthday Fr. Bruce! 

1 - 7:00 pm Holy Thursday Mass 

1 - 8:15 - 12 Midnight Adoration of the 

Blessed Sacrament  

2 - Parish Office Closed 

2 - 3:00 pm Good Friday Service with 

Veneration of the Cross 

3 - 8:30 pm Easter Vigil Mass  

4 - 8:30 and 10:30 am Easter Mass  

4 - No Faith Formation Classes 

5 - Parish Office Closed 

10 - 9:00 - 10:00 am  First Eucharist 
Rehearsal for the 7:00 pm 4/10 Mass 

10 - 10:30 - 11:30 am  First Eucharist 
Rehearsal for the 1:30 pm 4/11 Mass 

10 - 7:00 pm First Eucharist Mass  

11 - No Faith Formation  

11 - 1:30 pm First Eucharist Mass  

A sign of the Most High’s gracious benevolence 

During this year, when the elderly have faced more coronavirus-

related restrictions than most citizens, the Message of His 

Holiness John Paul II for Lent 2005 is a blessed reminder of the 

gift of our elderly family members and parishioners and serves as 

encouragement to us all.  Pope John Paul II was named a saint in 

2014. 

 

“Reaching old age is a sign of the Most High’s gracious 

benevolence. Longevity appears, therefore, as a special divine gift.  

“It is upon this theme that I would like to ask you to reflect during 

this Lent, in order to deepen the awareness of the role that the 

elderly are called to play in society and in the Church, and thus to 

prepare your hearts for the loving welcome that should always be 

reserved for them. Thanks to the contribution of science and 

medicine, one sees in society today a lengthening of the human life 

span and a subsequent increase in the number of elderly. This 

demands a more specific attention to the world of so-called ‘old’ 

age, in order to help its members to live their full potential by 

placing them at the service of the entire community. 

“The care of the elderly, above all when they pass through difficult 

moments, must be of great concern to all the faithful, especially in 

the ecclesial communities of Western societies, where the problem 

is particularly present. 

“Human life is a 

precious gift to 

be loved and 

defended in each 

of its stages. The 

Commandment, 

‘You shall not 

kill!’, always 

requires 

respecting and 

promoting 

human life, from 

its beginning to its natural end. It is a command that applies even 

in the presence of illness and when physical weakness reduces the 

person's ability to be self-reliant. If growing old, with its inevitable 

conditions, is accepted serenely in the light of faith, it can become 

an invaluable opportunity for better comprehending the Mystery of 

the Cross, which gives full sense to human existence . . .” 

In conclusion, His Holiness John Paul II wrote, “Dear brothers and 

sisters, during Lent, aided by the Word of God, let us reflect upon  
(Continued on page 5) 
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18 - 10:30 am Youth Mass - Preschool 

and Grades K-1 sing during Mass 

18 - 3:00 pm Spanish Mass  

28 - 4:00 pm Final K-5 Faith Formation  

28 - 5:30 pm Final K-5 Faith Formation  

28 - 7:15 pm Student Mass Final 6-8 

Faith Formation Class 

 

May 

2 - 9:25 am May Crowning  

2 - 9:20 am Final K-5 Faith Formation 

Classes  

8 - 7:15 am Men’s Book Study 

16 - 3:00 pm Spanish Mass  

31 - Parish Office Closed   

 

June 

7 to 10 - 6:00  - 7:30 pm    

Vacation Bible School 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued from page 4) 

how important it is that each community accompany with loving 

understanding those who grow old. Moreover, one must become 

accustomed to thinking confidently about the mystery of death, so 

that the definitive encounter with God occur in a climate of interior 

peace, in the awareness that He ‘who knit me in my mother's 

womb’ (cf. Psalm 139:13b) and who willed us ‘in his image and 

likeness’ (cf. Gen. 1:26) will receive us.” 

Please pray for the elderly of our parish and our world.  Many of 
them are praying for us with the particular wisdom they have 
acquired throughout their years of life.  May God bless them and 
all of us! 

Confession as a Tool for Personal Conversion 

Confession, or the Sacrament of 

Reconciliation, like any of the 

Sacraments of the church, is an 

encounter with God.  In this 

beautiful sacrament we meet the 

“Merciful Jesus” who came to 

deliver us from sin.  What makes 

confession difficult for most 

people is that we do not like 

facing our sins.  Since we are 

created in the likeness of a 

perfect God, it is a 

disappointment to ourselves to 

have to admit we are flawed and 

that we make some choices that 

are self-focused rather than 

focused on the good of another. 

As the Scriptures tell us, we all 

fall short and do not fully reflect 

the glory of God.  

St. Paul, in 

describing his own 

flawed nature, 

shared how he 

does what he does 

not want to do and 

fails to do what he 

wants to do.  He 

calls this the “sin” 

within himself.  

And it is that 

which makes him a “miserable 

creature.” But thanks be to God 

there is a remedy for sin.  That 

remedy is Jesus Christ who is 

“mercy in the flesh.” Jesus came 

to save us from the sin that 

makes us “these miserable 

creatures.”  So, despite the sin 

that dwells within us, there is 

“Good News” who is Jesus, our 

merciful Savior, whom we meet 

every time we come to 

confession.  You are encouraged 

to use this beautiful sacrament 

of encounter often, especially 

during this season of 

conversion. 

By Father Bruce 
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First Eucharist weekend is April 10-11 

More than 30 children will receive Jesus in the Eucharist for the 

first time this spring.  The First Eucharist Masses are scheduled for 

Saturday, April 10, at 7:00 p.m. (with required rehearsal at 9:00 

a.m. that day) and Sunday, April 11, at 

1:30 p.m. (with required rehearsal at 

10:30 a.m. Saturday, April 10.) 
 

Most of the children received First 

Reconciliation in December and began 

preparing for First Eucharist in 

January through Faith Formation 

classes and work that they complete 

with their parents at home. 
 

Last year, our planned First Eucharist 

Masses were delayed from April to 

October due to coronavirus restrictions.   
 

There are no Faith Formation classes 
on Sunday, April 11, because of the 
First Eucharist Masses that weekend.   

Living Stations  
of the Cross 

 

Seventh graders continue 
Living Stations tradition 
 

Our seventh grade Faith 
Formation students are busy 
rehearsing during their classes 
for two performances of the 
Living Stations of the Cross at 
Our Lady of Grace. 

The first performance is 
Wednesday, February 24, at 
7:00 p.m.  This performance is 
open to parents of the 7th grade 
performers, as well as the 6th and 
8th grade Faith Formation 
students and teachers who will 
be at class that night. 

The second performance is on 
Palm Sunday, March 28, at 7:00 
p.m.  This is open to the public.  
We encourage everyone to 
attend as a way to enrich your 
Holy Week experience. 

A free will offering will be taken 
at the performances to defray 
the costs associated with the 
Living Stations of the Cross 
program.  In addition, we are 
asking everyone to bring non-
perishable food items which will 
be donated to the Our Lady of 
Grace Food Pantry.  We are 
grateful to Ricky and Christine 
Aberle and all of the volunteers 
and 7th grade teachers and 
students who help with this 
production. 

If you would like to be involved, 
please contact Christine at the 
church, 701-839-6834.  

    

Above: 
Kimberly Klein at her 
First Reconciliation on 
December 12 
 

Left and Bottom: 
Here are some of the 
children who had to 
delay their First 
Eucharist due to the 
coronavirus 
restrictions and 
received the sacrament 
in October 2020 
(rather than April 
2020).  

 



 
 
 
 
On Wednesday, February 24, Fr. Bruce will celebrate Mass 
during the 4:00 and 5:30 p.m. Faith Formation classes.  Our 5th 
grade students will assist with ministries.  Parents are invited to 
attend the Masses. 
 

For our middle school students, Fr. Bruce will celebrate Mass 
during their final class of the school year:  Wednesday, April 28.  
The students will meet in the main church as usual at 7:00 p.m. 
for announcements, with Mass beginning there at 7:15 p.m.  
Parents are invited to attend. 
 

Everything that is taught through Faith Formation has, as its 
central theme, worship of Jesus in the Eucharist, and building 
personal relationships with Jesus, who instituted the sacrifice of 
the Mass through the Last Supper. 
 

Pope Benedict addressed how the Mass is the greatest prayer of 
the Church in his January 11, 2012, General Audience. 
 

He said, “Jesus knows that his life is about to be taken from him 
in the torture of the cross, the capital punishment of slaves, 
which Cicero described as mors turpissima crucis [a most cruel 
and disgraceful death]. 

 

“With the gift of the bread and of 
the wine that he offers at the Last 
Supper, Jesus anticipates his death 
and his Resurrection, bringing 
about what he had said in his Good 
Shepherd Discourse: ‘I lay down 
my life, that I may take it again. No 
one takes it from me, but I lay it 
down of my own accord. I have 
power to lay it down, and I have 
power to take it again; this charge I 
have received from my Father’ (Jn 
10:17-18). 
 

“He therefore offers in anticipation 
the life that will be taken from him 
and in this way transforms his 
violent death into a free act of 
giving himself for others and to 
others. The violence he suffered is 
transformed into an active, free and 
redemptive sacrifice.”  

 

By Tanya Watterud 

Last Supper of Christ. Paint 
on the wood from main altar 
of Saint  
Antoine church in Brussels, 
March 2012.  
iStock photo, by sedmak 
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Mass during class 

Teaching our youth about the greatest prayer of the Church 

Do you know these words 
from the Mass? 
 
Mass – The Eucharist or principal 
sacramental celebration of the 
Church, established by Jesus at the 
Last Supper, in which the mystery 
of our salvation through 
participation in the sacrificial 
death and glorious Resurrection of 
Christ is renewed and 
accomplished. The Mass renews 
the paschal sacrifice of Christ as 
the sacrifice offered by the Church. 
It is called “Mass” (from the Latin 
missa) because of the “mission” or 
“sending” with which the liturgical 
celebration concludes. 
 

Transubstantiation – the 
unique change of the Eucharistic 
bread and wine into the Body and 
Blood of Christ. 
 

Real Presence – the unique, true 
presence of Christ in the Eucharist 
under the species or appearances 
of bread and wine.  
 

Sacrifice – A ritual offering made 
to God by a priest on behalf of the 
people, as a sign of adoration, 
gratitude, supplication, and 
communion. The perfect sacrifice 
was Christ’s death on the cross; by 
this sacrifice, Christ accomplished 
our redemption as high priest of 
the new and eternal covenant. The 
sacrifice of Christ on the cross is 
commemorated and mysteriously 
made present in the Eucharistic 
sacrifice of the Church. 
 

Definitions from the Catechism of 
the Catholic Church. 

Vacation Bible School: To be held the evenings 
of June 7-10 at Our Lady of Grace, Vacation Bible 
School (VBS) is for children age 5 through those 
finishing second grade. Registration forms will be 
available in the spring. This would be a great way 
for parents to volunteer. 
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Children gather 
around the 
altar table. 

They learn the 
altar table is a 
place where we 
come together 

to celebrate 
Jesus’ most 

Holy Meal, the 
Mass, and the 
altar table is 

worthy of our 
most beautiful 

vessels and 
careful 

preparations.  

Been away from 
church for a 

while? 

Do you miss us? 

We miss you! 

Our doors are 
open wide to 

you. 

Please come 
home to us 

when you can!! 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd is Growing 
 

Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS) Level 1 training will begin this summer at 
Little Flower Catholic Church in Minot and will conclude the following summer of 
2022. Many of our current Catechesis of the Good Shepherd volunteers have 
committed to taking the training. This will help them give the children more 
presentations in the atrium as an aide and it will also give them the opportunity to 
be a catechist. Thank you to all the CGS volunteers who have committed to taking 
the training. Please contact the parish office if you are interested in taking the 
training. 


