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Fr. Bruce Retirement  
Not an end but, rather, a new beginning 

When Fr. Bruce first came to Our Lady of Grace in July 2007, 
“I was in some ways kind of lonely.  I don’t know if I knew 
anybody in the parish – very few if I knew any.” 
 

His assignment began on July 1.  On July 4, he celebrated Mass 
and then “Leo and Ruth Schaeffer took me out for lunch and 
took me around town for a tour.  I’ll never forget that.  It was 
very good of them to make me feel welcome.” 
 

“Three of Leo’s siblings were high school classmates of mine, 
so I felt a connection,” Fr. Bruce said.  Leo also attended the 
school, but was older, so Fr. Bruce didn’t know him in high 
school. 
 

What was Fr. Bruce wondering about as he embarked upon his 
14 years as pastor of Our Lady of Grace parish?  “I suppose, 
whether I’d be accepted; if I was capable of running this place.”  
At each parish he served, he would develop a list of personal 
and practical resources over time.  With each change in 
assignment, similar questions would arise.  Where would he go 
to the dentist?  Who could help if the furnace or air 
conditioning went out?   
 

A funny thing Fr. Bruce remembers after moving into the Our 
Lady of Grace rectory were the doorbells.  “There are two 
doorbells on the house, front and back.”  Each makes a 
different sound. “I’m still not sure which is which,” he said 
with a smile. 
 
Getting to know the people 
Although an old parish directory helped Fr. Bruce recognize 
some people in his new parish, “it takes a long time trying to 
get to know people, to get to know their names and connect 
children with parents.  It takes a lot of energy.  It helps if 
they’re patient and are willing to say their names over and over 
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Father Bruce Krebs 
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again.”  He fondly remembers a young 
girl, Brieann Backes, daughter of Jon 
and Karla, who happily quizzed him 
often to see if he knew her name. 
 

Before coming to Our Lady of Grace, 
Fr. Bruce served in the following 
locations and parishes: 
- the cluster of parishes in Foxholm, 
Berthold and DesLacs 

(Continued on page 3) 
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OUR LADY OF GRACE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Phone: 

(701) 839-6834 or 

(701) 852-3002 

Email: 

church@olgminot.org 

Website: 

olgminot.org 

Facebook pages: 

OurLadyofGraceMinot 
   and    
MinotCatholicYouthGroup 

Instagram: 

OurLadyofGraceMinot  

YouTube: 

https://www.youtube.com/c/
ourladyofgraceminot 

  

 

Our Mission: 

Our Lady of Grace Parish is a 
community of faith that 
encourages stewardship 
through word, sacrament and 
service. 

 

 

Father Bruce Krebs, Pastor 

Two Priests Coming  

I rejoiced the day I learned Bishop 

Kagan had chosen Fr. Adam Maus 

to become the new pastor to follow 

me at Our Lady of Grace.  He is a 

kind and gentle man whom I find 

to be solid in his spiritual life.  I am 

confident he will lead our parish to 

the next level of holiness and I 

know from visiting with him that 

that is exactly what he hopes to do.  
  

I should not have been at all 

surprised that Bishop Kagan has 

decided to send a second priest to 

our parish given the fact that Our 

Lady of Grace is the fifth largest in 

the diocese and the largest in 

Minot.  Fr. Jacob Degele is to give 

10% of his time to Bishop Ryan 

and 90% to Our Lady of Grace.  I 

have had only minimal contact 

with him but was impressed by his 

kindness and humility when I met 

him briefly last summer.  His 

pastor, Fr. Keith Streifel, had 

strong words of praise for Jacob 

when I asked him about him. 

As I shared with all of you on Palm 
Sunday, God is pouring down His 
blessing upon our parish with 
these wonderful men who are 
coming to serve you.  The 
downside of this is that two priests 
will cost our parish more than one 
did, and unfortunately the parish 
offering has not risen a lot since 
my arrival here 14 years ago.  
Maybe some of it is my fault 
because I did not push for more 
money.  I don’t want to leave OLG 
where the new pastor must begin 
his time here begging for greater 
generosity from you.  So, I ask you 
to prayerfully consider whether 
you are able to increase your parish 
offering a bit.  If every family were 
to give an additional $80 per year 
the next year’s budget would be 
met.  Thank you for being so good 
to me over these past years, 
making this a wonderful and 
fulfilling assignment for me.  God 
bless you and all your loved ones.  
 

 

By Fr. Bruce 

 

 

Father Bruce Retirement Celebrations 
 

We invite you to join Father Bruce for a celebration  
of his ministry to Our Lady of Grace parish! 

 

Wednesday, June 23rd: 5:00 p.m. Celebration Mass 

    6:00 p.m. Spaghetti Dinner 

      Parish Dining Room 
 

Saturday, June 26th: 5:00 p.m. Reception/Fellowship 
 

Sunday, June 27th: 9:30 a.m. Reception/Fellowship 

    11:30 a.m. Reception/Fellowship  

https://www.youtube.com/c/ourladyofgraceminot
https://www.youtube.com/c/ourladyofgraceminot


 
(Continued from page 1) 
 

- St. Wenceslaus in Dickinson 
- St. Patrick’s in Dickinson  
- Mott (his first time as pastor) 
- Kenya as a missionary for two and a half 
years 
- Kenmare and Donnybrook 
- Hettinger 
- the four-parish cluster based in Linton 
- St. Mary’s in Bismarck 
- and then Our Lady of Grace 
 

He remained in the same state and diocese 
throughout his priesthood, except for when 
he served in Kenya, and he has come to see 
there are small differences in the culture and 
background of the people in the Diocese of 
Bismarck.  In Minot, people are 
predominantly Scandinavian with some 
German connections.  In the southern part of 
the diocese, the parishioners were predominantly 
German Catholics.  The Scandinavians are “quieter 
people; kind of ‘live and let live’,” he said, “while the 
Germans in the south are more forward.  It takes a 
little more effort to get to know the people here.” It 
was well worth the effort in the care and support he 
has felt from the people here.  He knows that, 
despite his best efforts, there are always people who 
are offended by words, actions and decisions of a 
priest, and so he asks forgiveness of anyone he has 
offended over these past years.  He also holds no 
grudges toward anyone in the parish or the Minot 
area.   
 
Memorable events and decisions 
When asked to name some significant happenings 
or memories from his time at Our Lady of Grace, Fr. 
Bruce focused on parish staff, the men’s group he 
established, and, of course, the experience of the 
coronavirus pandemic and its impact on his 
ministry. 
 

“Something very significant was hiring Deacon 
Steve as our business manager when that position 
was vacant,” Fr. Bruce said.  “He came in with his 

business skills as well as 
his ability to serve as a 
deacon, and his unlimited 
energy.  The staff makes 
all the difference.  It’s a 
big place, and without a 
good staff, you’re just not 
able to meet the people’s 
needs.  So getting good 
people on board on the 
staff was very important.” 
 

Establishing the men’s 
group (pictured below), 
Fr. Bruce said, is 
something he feels very 
good about.  Members 
meet once a month on 
Saturday mornings at 
7:30 a.m.  “I think they feel connected and 
supported,” he said of the men.  “Masculinity is 
under attack in our culture.  So to have that 
fraternal connection and also a spiritual bond 
with other men” is a critical component of 
working against the negativity of the culture.    

 

(Continued to page 6) 

“The Seven Sisters Apostolate presented Fr. Bruce with this 

quilt, made by Bev Cushing, during a Tuesday evening Mass 

this spring. Members of the Apostolate pray a weekly holy hour 

for priests and bishops. To learn more, visit the website https://

sevensistersapostolate.org/ and contact the parish office to join 

a Minot apostolate. 
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Fr. Adam Maus,  
our new pastor, joins us July 1! 

He attended power plant school at Bismarck 
State College, played football and earned an 
agriculture degree at Dickinson State University, 
and worked as a farmer and rancher with his 
father near Golva, North Dakota. 
 

Throughout those years, Jesus was silently 
touching his heart, leading him lovingly to the 
priesthood. 
 

On June 12, Fr. Adam Maus will celebrate his 7th 
anniversary of ordination to the priesthood.  
Eighteen days later, we will welcome him as the 
new pastor of Our Lady of Grace parish!  With 
him will be Fr. Jacob Degele, who will be 
ordained this month on June 11.  Fr. Degele will 
serve as parochial vicar for our parish and will 
teach at Bishop Ryan Catholic School. 
 

Bishop David Kagan has given us two priests to 
care for the people of Our Lady of Grace, and we 
look forward to welcoming them! 
 

Fr. Maus attended Kindergarten through 8th 
grade in Golva and high school in Beach.  After 
high school he attended Bismarck State, then 
transferred to Dickinson State.  After graduation, 
he farmed and ranched with his dad near Golva.  
During that time, he was asked to teach Faith 
Formation at St. John the Baptist Catholic 
Church in Beach.  They had also recently 
established an adoration chapel, and he 
committed to praying before Jesus in the Blessed 
Sacrament there for an hour each week. 
 

As he prayed, he felt called to do something more 
with the Catholic Church.  He thought he was 
being called to the permanent diaconate, but he 
was too young.  Plus, a single man cannot marry 
if he is ordained a permanent deacon, but if 
you’re married before diaconate ordination, 
marriage is allowed. 
 

“So, I thought, I need a family first,” Fr. Maus 
said, and he set his mind on finding the spouse 
God had planned for him. 
 

In the meantime, his father, Dan, had gotten sick 
and Fr. Maus shouldered most of the 
responsibility for their farm and ranch.  It was 
during that time that he attended a retreat for 
the parish councils of their cluster, offered by Fr. 
Austin Vetter, who is now Bishop of the Diocese 
of Helena, Montana.  At the retreat, Deacon Don 
Nistler introduced him to Fr. Vetter.  They talked 
about his situation, as well as the call he felt he 
had received, and Fr. Vetter offered this advice:  
“Why don’t you just go to the seminary?”   
 

“I can’t leave my dad and their farm/ranch work”, 
Fr. Maus remembers explaining.  But Fr. Vetter 
encouraged him, “Ah, sell it all and become one of 
us.” 
 

Fr. Maus reflected on Fr. Vetter’s words while 
baling hay shortly after the retreat.  He prayed, 
“Are you serious, Lord?” 
 

“After that, I knew it was what I was supposed to 
do.”  He spoke to Fr. David Richter, who was the 
pastor in Beach at that time, and shortly after with 
the Vocation Director, now Msgr. Richter, and was 
encouraged to attend a Live-In Weekend at 
Cardinal Muench Seminary in Fargo, an event that 
offered men the experience of seminary life and 
priesthood.   
 

He went to the Live-In Weekend, and “after going 
to confession that night, I knew with no anxiety 
that was exactly what I was supposed to do – no 
question.” 
 
 

 
Continued on Page 9 

 
 
 

Fr. Adam Maus 
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When Bishop David Kagan appointed Fr. Adam 
Maus as the new pastor of Our Lady of Grace 
parish, he also blessed us with Fr. Jacob Degele as 
our parochial vicar.  Fr. Degele will teach at 
Bishop Ryan Catholic School in addition to 
serving our parish. 
 

Born in Dickinson, North Dakota, Fr. Degele was 
raised in Havre, Montana from age three to 13, 
then his family returned to Dickinson.  He 
attended Trinity High School in Dickinson, 
graduating in 2013.   
 

He first felt called to the priesthood when he was 
a high school sophomore.  Fr. Josh Ehli was the 
chaplain at Trinity High at the time.  “He had a lot 
of joy as a priest ministering to all of us,” Fr. 
Degele said.  “Seeing his joy really attracted me to 
the priesthood.  He has something that I wanted, 
and it ended up being Jesus.” 
 

Fr. Degele enrolled at University of North Dakota, 
Grand Forks, studying forensic science for one 
year. Then he entered St. John Vianney College 
Seminary in St. Paul, Minnesota, where he earned 
a bachelor’s degree in philosophy.  He then 
moved on to Kenrick-Glennon Seminary in St. 
Louis, graduating May 15 this year.  His 
ordination to the priesthood is at Cathedral of the 
Holy Spirit in Bismarck on June 11 (around the 
time this newsletter may be reaching your 
home).  
 

He remembers when he first told his parents on 
the phone that he would be entering the 
seminary.  “It was silence; then I heard my mom 
start to cry and my father said, ‘We knew it!’”  
Fr. Degele said his parents, Jason and Julie 
Degele, have always been very supportive of his 
vocation.  
 

Fr. Degele has two younger siblings, a brother at 
Dickinson High School, and a married sister in 
Dickinson who is expecting her second child.  “My 
first baptism as a transitional deacon was my 
niece,” he said.  “My first baptism as a priest will 
be her second child.”  
 

During his first summer at Kenrick-Glennon 
Seminary, he served at St. John the Apostle 
parish in Minot during the month of June, then at 
the Bismarck Diocese’s mission in Kenya, Africa 
for the month of July.  The following two 
summers, he served at St. Joseph’s parish in 
Williston.   
 

Fr. Degele has been studying the Spanish 
language and has preached a couple of times in 

Meet Fr. Degele,  
our new Parochial Vicar 

Spanish.  “I can pronounce everything well,” he 
said, but he’s still working to improve his 
conversational Spanish.  He said he has spoken 
with Fr. Maus about the Spanish Masses that are 
a tradition at Our Lady of Grace. 
 

“I love youth ministry,” he shared.  At Kenrick-
Glennon, he was involved with several youth 
group events.  “It’s super important.  When it’s 
done well, it’s very fruitful.”  He also participated 
in the Cor Christi Institute held at the University 
of Mary, Bismarck, and sees the great value in 
teenagers attending it. 
 

Reflecting on his ordination, Fr. Degele said, “It’s 
amazing to me how quickly the time has flown 
the last seven years.  Being ordained a priest is 
humbling”, he said.  “You’re faced with the reality 
you’ve gone through seven years of formation. 
Yet as you approach ordination, you still feel so 
insufficient.  Jesus is calling you”, he said, 
“precisely because you still have weaknesses.” 
 

“He has had mercy on me.  He has called me, and 
now I get to bring to the people the mercy of 
God.” 

Father Jacob Degele, was ordained to the priesthood  
on June 11, 2021 at Cathedral of the Holy Spirit,  

in Bismarck, North Dakota. 



(Continued from page 3 
 

What was most difficult 
about the 2020-2021 
coronavirus pandemic, Fr. 
Bruce said, was people’s 
views about it.  “Trying to 
keep people together 
when some were so 
scared, and others 
preferred to not act any 
differently than at any 
other time” was a 
challenge.  “So trying to 
make decisions that 
would keep people safe, 
but also as well served as 
possible” was the hardest thing. 
 
 

“What I found to be very inspiring was the people 
who risked their own health and lives to continue to 
help out, such as in the pantry, with sanitizing pews, 
and even those who continued to keep faithfully 
coming to Mass,” he said. 
 

During Holy Week and Easter 2020, Fr. Bruce said, 
it was “very sad not to be able to have people there” 
for the liturgies -- “just me and two deacons” being 
filmed for a virtual Mass. 
 
The gift of his vocation 
After serving most of his life as a priest, what would 
Fr. Bruce tell those who are considering a vocation 
to the priesthood?  “It is certainly an exciting life!  
No two days are the same.  If God is calling 
someone to the priesthood, he certainly should 
expect many rewards especially as he encounters 

and touches people in 
very important 
moments of their 
lives.” 
 

Fr. Bruce was 56 
when he began his 
ministry at Our Lady 
of Grace.  Fourteen 
years later, at age 70, 
he is retiring.  
“Seventy is the 
normal retirement 
age [for a priest].  
Unless a person has 
failing health or 
whatever, we 
generally wouldn’t 
retire before age 70.”  
Although he has 
loved his time at Our 
Lady of Grace, “I’m 

tired after 14 years here,” he shared.  “I hope to 
continue being helpful but not have to carry the 
weight” of being a pastor. 
 
Father’s future 
When he leaves Minot, Fr. Bruce will live in the 
unoccupied rectory in Hebron, whose parish is a 
mission of Glen Ullin.  There he will be able to 
continue to celebrate daily Mass for local Catholics 
without the responsibility of overseeing the 
operations of a parish.  “I like the location since 
it’s close to the interstate but not right on the 
interstate.  It is about a half hour from Dickinson, 
ten minutes to the Richardton Abbey, an hour to 
Bismarck.  It’s pretty centrally located in the 
diocese for me to be able to help out in parishes.” 
   

“I’m planning to fill in for priests on the weekends 
and when they go on their three-month 
sabbaticals,” he said.  This fall he will serve the 
parish cluster of Strasburg, St. Michael’s of rural 
Linton and Hague while their pastor, Fr. Shannon 
Lucht, is on sabbatical. 
 

Although he will continue his priestly service, 
retirement will give him more freedom to visit 
family, golf, read, “and work on my relationship 
with the Lord, doing more intense preparing for 
eternity,” he said. 
 

He also hopes to do some traveling.  “Maybe go to 
Europe and visit Lourdes and Fatima, once Covid 
is eradicated,” he said.  In the United States, he 
would like to travel to Branson, Missouri and Lake 
Havasu City and Tucson in Arizona. 
 

When Fr. Adam Maus comes to Our Lady of Grace 
as our new pastor, and Fr. Jacob Degele as our 
new parochial vicar, “I hope people will open their 
hearts to them,” Fr. Bruce said.  “I believe they will 
give 100 percent to Our Lady of Grace, but will 
appreciate your love and support of their 

ministry.” 
 

“I feel very 
happy and 
relieved in the 
choice Bishop 
Kagan has 
made for the 
priests who 
will follow me,” 
he added, 
“because I 
think each of 
them has a 
heart for 
service.” 
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Thank you Father Bruce 
For bringing the message of God’s word alive in so many ways… 
through your inspiring homilies, your dedication to our parish, 

and your desire to be an example of Jesus’s love to others! 
May God continue to richly bless you and watch over you, 

and grant you peace now and always.  

Every encounter with Christ, who in the 
Sacraments gives us salvation, invites us to 
“go” and communicate to others the 
salvation that we have been able to see, to 
touch, to encounter and to receive, and 
which is truly credible because it is love.  
 

Pope Francis, General Audience, 11/6/2013 
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IMPORTANT DATES 

(These dates are all subject to 

coronavirus precautions) 
 

 

June 

6 - 2:00 pm Mass followed by Feast of 

Corpus Christi Procession 

7 - 10 6:00 - 7:30 pm Vacation Bible School  

15 - 7:00 pm Mass for Lapsed Catholics 

20 - 3:00 pm Spanish Mass 

23 - 5:00 pm Fr. Bruce Farewell Mass 

23 - 5:45 - 7:30 pm Fr. Bruce Farewell 

Supper 

26 - 5:00 pm Fr. Bruce Farewell Reception 

27 - 9:30 - 10:15 am and 11:30 am - 12:30 pm 

Fr. Bruce Farewell Reception 

 

 

July 

3 - 4 - First weekend Masses with Fr. Adam 

Maus and Fr. Jacob Degele  

5 - Parish Office Closed 

11 - 13 - Sonshine Youth Camp 

12 - 16 - Cor Christi Institute at U of Mary 1 

18 - 3:00 pm Spanish Mass  

19 - 23 - Cor Christi Institute at U of Mary 2 

 

 

August 

15 - 3:00 pm Spanish Mass 

16 - Parish Office Closed 

 

 

September 

6 - Parish Office Closed - Labor Day 

8 - 9:45 am Coffee & Doughnut Social 

10 - 2:00 - 4:00 pm Bingo Social 

12 - 8:30 am - 12:00 Noon Knights of 

Columbus Benefit Breakfast to Support 

Council Activities  

15 - 5:00 pm Family Event and Welcome for 

Fr Maus and Fr. Degele 

19 - 9:20 am First  Class: Gr. K-5 Sunday 

Faith Formation 

19 - 3:00 pm Spanish Mass & Fellowship 

22 - 4:00 & 5:30 pm First  Class: Gr. K-5 

Wednesday Faith Formation 

MEN OF THE CROSS MINISTRY  
 
In October 2015, Bruce Dahl was ordained to the permanent 
deaconate for the Fargo diocese and assigned to the Church of the 
Nativity in Fargo.  He was given a large crucifix with chain as a gift 
at his ordination.  He knew that as a deacon and taking up the 
cross of Christ meant change and wearing the necklace 
representing Christ could be of great help.  After about six months 
he became more comfortable with it and began to notice changes, 
both interiorly and exteriorly.  Wearing the crucifix also provided 
the opportunity for religious discussions, and he was aware that he 
was not embarrassed to admit he was a Christian.  One day he was 
challenged by a friend to give away his crucifix to anyone who 
asked about it.  After doing so, he got two more, one to wear and 
one to put in his pocket to give away.  And so began the “Men of 
the Cross” ministry.”  To date over 7,000 crucifixes have been 
given away by men to other Christian men in North Dakota, across 
the U.S. and even other countries. 
 

This ministry has spread to other dioceses and parishes including 
Our Lady of Grace.  What is the “Men of the Cross” ministry? 
 

It is a silent evangelizing ministry consisting of men who wear the 
Saint Benedict Crucifix and who believe that Jesus Christ can be 
made more visible in our secular world.  It is one thing to preach 
the gospel with actions rather than words, and it is still another to 
be brave enough to wear the crucifix so others may see and believe 
that good works of charity are done in the name of Christ.  (See 
Matthew 5:13-16) 
 

It is not that we boast of our holiness.  
Rather the crucifix reminds us of who we 
are and who Christ is.  We are sinners, 
and He is our Savior.  It reminds us of 
what we did to Christ and what Christ 
did for us.  In sin, we crucified Him.  In 
love, He forgave us and saved us.  (See 
Galatians 6:14).  We do not have to be 
holy to wear a crucifix.  Believing in 
Christ’s love for us will change us, we 
will perform acts of charity in His name, 

and He will bring us to holiness.  
 

By wearing the crucifix – a manly crucifix – we silently tell the 
world that Jesus is here with us, and He should be visible.  We 
have the freedom and the right to make Christ visible in the public 
square.  This may be one small way for men to live their faith 
quietly, lead by example and bring others to Christ.  A Man of the 
Cross will generally have another crucifix in his pocket to give to 
another Christian man to wear, free of charge. 
 

We receive many positive comments from others who see the 
crucifix.  Someone may say, “I like your cross.”  Others may say, 
“Thank you for wearing a crucifix.”  Or, “It is good to see a man 
wear a cross.”  It is not uncommon to hear someone say to a man, 
after seeing the crucifix, “I used to be Catholic, but I don’t go to 
church anymore.”  What a wonderful opportunity to lovingly 
respond by saying, “You are welcome to come back home anytime; 
Jesus loves you.” 
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29 - 7:00 pm Final Class for 2nd-year 

Confirmation 

30 - 7:00 pm First Class for Gr. 6-8 Faith  

 

 

October 

3 - 8:30 am - 12:00 Noon Knights of 

Columbus Respect Life Breakfast 

3 - 8:30 am - 12:00 Noon Respect Life 

Fair 

6 - 5:45 pm Alternate Confirmation Mass 

Rehearsal (Tentative) 

8 - 2:00 pm Bingo Social 

9 - 12:30 - 1:30 pm Confirmation Mass 

Rehearsal (Tentative) 

10 - 2:00 pm Confirmation Mass followed 

by reception; students and sponsors 

arrive at 12:30 pm 

13 - 9:40 am Coffee and Donut Social  

17 - 3:00 pm Spanish Mass & Fellowship  

20 - No Faith Formation Classes 

24 - No Faith Formation Classes 

30 - Thirst Eucharistic Conference and 

(Continued from page 8) 
 

Men of the Cross 
Ministry is not 
supported by the 
diocese or any 
parish.  We rely 
strictly on 
personal 
donations.  If you 
would like tom 
make a donation, 
make a check 
payable to “Our 
Lady of Grace” 
and print “Men of 
the Cross 
Ministry on the 
memo line.   
 
 

 
For more information about this ministry, please contact:  
Dennis Benson, (701) 721-2502;  
James Bierschbach, (701) 240-3072;  
Jeff Case, (701) 340-7525;  
Fred Coleman, (701) 340-2101;  
Dave Iverson, (701) 240-7728;   
Bill Christen, (701) 833-6794,  
or Jeff Schmidt, (701) 721-1850. 
 

By Jeff Case 

Fr. Adam Maus continued 
 
He attended Cardinal Muench Seminary for three years, then 
Kenrick-Glennon Seminary in St. Louis, Missouri, for four years.  
He was ordained at the Cathedral of the Holy Spirit in Bismarck on 
June 12, 2014. 
 

After ordination, Fr. Maus served at St. Leo the Great parish in 
Minot, and for the last six years, he has been pastor of St. Jerome 
parish in Mohall, St. James in Sherwood and St. John in Lansford. 
 

Since his appointment was announced in March, Fr. Maus has been 
attending a few meetings with staff and the Finance Council at Our 
Lady of Grace to help him prepare for his new role and to get to 
know some of the people with whom he will be working.   
 

Fr. Maus said: “When bishop asked me to move to Our Lady of 
Grace, I have to admit that I felt a little scared because it is such a 
big parish and responsibility I thought, but as the question began to 
sink in, my heart leaped with excitement and joy as I began to 
recollect how our Blessed Mother has been so close and formative 
in my life, and now I have the honor of being pastor under her 
patronage. This is very special and very exciting, and I am looking 
forward to serving the good people of Our Lady of Grace.” 
 

We will formally welcome Fr. Maus and Fr. Degele during their first 
weekend Masses at Our Lady of Grace on July 3 and 4. 

 

Packaging the St. Benedict Crucifix 
Bill Christen, Jeff Case, Dennis Benson, Roger Wa-
hus, and Jim Bierschbach 

Photo by Marcia Bierschbach 

Save the date:   
September 15! 

 

At the time this 
newsletter was 

being written, our Stewardship 
Council was just beginning to 
make plans for a September 15 
family event!  Please save the 
date on your calendars. 
 

We anticipate that the 
September 15 event will include a 
meal and time to get to know 
some saints (similar to our usual 
January Amazing Race event).  It 
will also be a time for parents 
and children to introduce 
themselves to our new pastor 
and parochial vicar, and to 
register for Faith Formation 
classes, if they have not already 
done so.  The tentative time is 
5:00 to 7:00 p.m. 
 

Please watch the bulletin, our 
Facebook page and our 
Instagram account for more 
information as planning 
progresses. 
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As you plan for your child’s fall activities, please keep Sundays and 
Wednesdays free for Mass, family time, and Faith Formation. 
 

At Our Lady of Grace, we offer classes and groups for children age 
three through high school.  We may make a few adjustments over 
the summer, but here is how our programs typically go.  Also, we 
follow the Minot Public Schools calendar, so there are no classes 
when there are school breaks. 
 

Preschool classes are Sundays during the 10:30 a.m. Mass from 
October through April.  We may add another day/time if 
volunteers are available. 
 

We offer classes for children in Kindergarten through 5th 
grade on Sundays from 9:20 to 10:20 a.m., and on Wednesdays at 
two times, from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m. and from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.  For 
our 6th, 7th and 8th grade students, classes are from 7:00 to 8:30 
p.m. typically two Wednesdays each month.     
 

Students prepare for and receive the sacraments of First 
Reconciliation (confession) and First Eucharist (communion) 
in second grade (or higher if they haven’t yet received the 
sacraments).  Children who attend Catholic school also participate 
in this preparation.  
  

Students in public, Catholic and home school prepare for the 
sacrament of Confirmation in ninth grade (or higher) through 
parish classes and the Cor Christi Institute at University of Mary 
which is held in July.  The Confirmation Mass is usually held in 
October of the following school year (their sophomore year). 
 

We invite students to participate in our middle school and high 
school youth groups.  If we can recruit volunteer leaders, we will 
also bring back Dare to be a Disciple, which is a brief 
enrichment activity for elementary age children offered between 
our Wednesday classes (from 5:00 to 5:30 p.m.). 
 

Thank you, parents, for making your children’s relationships with 
God a priority in your homes and in your busy schedules.  We are 
blessed to serve you and your children in Jesus’ name!   
Please consider volunteering to teach or assist with our classes, 
youth groups and other activities.  You may do so by emailing 
Tanya Watterud, Faith Formation Coordinator, at 
education1@olgminot.org.  She is away from the office most of 
June and July, but still sees all emails and will get back to you.  
Thank you!    

Planning ahead for your children 
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Spiritual Boot Camp 
 

Sonshine Youth Camp is July 11-13 
 

Sonshine Youth Camp is for children who have 
finished third grade through those who have 
finished eighth grade. It is held at Lake Metigoshe 
State Park.  The camp is a tradition for our parish. 
Campers will travel from Our Lady of Grace by 
bus, leaving the morning of Sunday, July 11, and 
returning the evening of Tuesday, July 13.  
 

The camp includes two nights and three days of 
crafts, campfires, singing, games, swimming, 
lessons about the Good News of Jesus, skits, Mass, 
and more. Students stay in boys’ and girls’ cabins.  
Older youth and adults serve as junior counselors, 

counselors, and camp leaders.  Priests are 
present to lead and teach the students, as well 
as celebrate Mass and hear confessions. 
Sonshine Youth Camp is also known for its 
amazing meals and snacks.  
 

The cost is $100 per student, or $80 for each 
additional student in a family. Scholarships are 
available so that all who desire to attend may 
do so. For more information, take a brochure 
from the classroom hallway bulletin board, or 
print one from the Faith Formation page of our 
website. The registration deadline is June 24. 
Volunteers are needed, so please call the parish office if interested in helping. 

 

Praising God through song 

Father Bruce celebrates Mass outdoors. 

 

Registration for Faith Formation begins in August 
 

If you are a registered member of our parish with children between the ages of 3 and high school, watch 
your mail for a Faith Formation and Youth Groups registration form in early August.  The registration 
form will also be on our website.  If you’re not yet a registered member of the parish but want to attend 
classes, please contact the parish.  We’re excited to welcome the children back to class! 
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Living Alone 

Adjusting to life without someone who has been a 
major part of your life isn’t easy.  Peace and 
acceptance comes from within, and I believe we all 
have our own way to find that peace and realize that 
life is still worth living. 

Keeping busy, getting back into a 
routine, finding ways to help others, 
keeping in touch with friends and 
family, volunteering your time and 
talents, reading, hobbies and for some 
caring for a pet can be a help. Be 
creative. There are many ways that we 

can give purpose and pleasure to our life. Taking 
time to reminisce and being thankful for our many 
blessings can make you happier. Thank God for 
creative solutions to the things we can change in life.  
Research shows that being thankful is good for your 
mental health - gratitude is good medicine.  

Most importantly, stay close to God. In 1981 when 
my mother-in-law passed away, we found this prayer 
typed on a small yellow sheet of paper in her prayer 
book. She often mentioned how this prayer was a 
daily comfort to her. This prayer is now in my prayer 
book. 

By Edith Schall 

 
 
Prayer for Those Who Live Alone 
 
I live alone, dear Lord.  Stay by my side,  
In all my daily needs be Thou my guide. 
 

Grant me good health, for that indeed, I pray, 
To carry on my work  from day to day. 
 

Keep pure my mind,  my thoughts, my every deed, 
Let me be kind, unselfish in my neighbor's need. 
 

Spare me from fire, from flood,  
malicious tongues. 
From thieves, from fear, and evil ones. 
 

If sickness or an accident befall, 
Then humbly, Lord, I pray, hear Thou my call. 
 

And when I'm feeling low, or in despair, 
Lift up my heart and help me in my prayer. 
 

I live alone, dear Lord, yet have no fear, 
Because I 
feel Your 
presence 
ever near. 
 

Amen. 


