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Our Lady of Grace 
Ash Wednesday, March 2  
Masses:   9:00 am & 5:30 pm with 
soup and sandwiches after the 
evening Mass. 

 
Lenten Daily Mass: 

Monday    7:15 am 
Tuesday    7:00 pm 
Wednesday    9:00 am 
Thursday  7:15 and 9:00 am 
Friday  7:15 and 9:00 am 
 

Holy Week Schedule: 
 

Palm Sunday, April 10  
Vigil Mass - April 9, 4:00 pm 
Mass - 8:30 & 10:30 am,  5:30 pm 
(Wear a jacket for procession of the 
palms, held outside before Mass if 
weather is appropriate) 
Living Stations of the Cross 
Performance - 7:00 pm  
 

Monday - Wednesday 
April 11-13 - Regular Mass Times 
 

Holy Thursday, April 14 
Mass - 5:30 pm  
Adoration of Blessed Sacrament 
after Mass until 2:45 pm Friday 
 

Good Friday - April 15 
Passion of the Lord Service and 
Veneration of the Cross - 3:00 pm  
 

Holy Saturday, April 16 
No 4:00 pm Mass 
Easter Vigil Mass at 8:30 pm 
 

Easter Sunday, April 17 
Masses at 8:30 and 10:30 am 
Spanish Mass at 3:00 pm 
(No Sunday Mass at 5:30) 

A Lenten Reflection  

March 2021 

I want to ask you to imagine 
something.  Imagine that the 
day has come, you have just 
died and its judgment time.  
Everything about your life is 
brought to light in an instant.  
Every choice you have ever 
made, and its consequences, 
good and bad.  Every sin 
you have ever committed 
and its effects, down to the 
smallest venial sin, it is all 
made known to you.  Every good intention and every bad.  All is made 
known, whether you have repented, and asked for forgiveness, or that you 
haven't, nothing hidden, everything brought to light.  Would it be 
shocking?   
 

This is a good reflection for Lent, a time in the Church year that affords us 
an opportunity to reflect on our lives, seeking knowledge of self, our sins, 
and the gift of true repentance.  We have an opportunity every year to 
enter into this season modeled after Jesus' temptation in the dessert (Lk 
4:1-13).  It is not a negative thing to address our sinfulness and failings.   
 

Jesus freely entered into and fasted for forty days and forty nights and at 
the end he was hungry.  Then the tempter comes when Jesus is at his 
weakest, with three temptations?  1. Satan tempts Jesus to turn stones into 
bread. 2. Satan took Jesus to the Holy city and made him stand at the 
highest point of the Temple, tempting Jesus to jump off and let angels 
save him.  3. The devil took Jesus to a high mountain, showing him all the 
kingdoms of the world and promised to give them to Jesus if he would 
worship him. 

(Continued on page 6) 
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OUR LADY OF GRACE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Phone: 

  (701) 839-6834 or 

  (701) 852-3002 

Email: 

  church@olgminot.org 

Website: 

  olgminot.org 

Facebook pages: 

  OurLadyofGraceMinot 
   and    
  MinotCatholicYouthGroup 

Instagram and YouTube: 

  OurLadyofGraceMinot  

Our Mission: 

Our Lady of Grace Parish is 
a community of faith that 
encourages stewardship 
through word, sacrament 
and service. 

 

 

Restoring the Treasures of our Church 
  

“Everything related to the Eucharist should be 
marked by beauty.” -Pope Benedict XVI  

Several weeks ago, Fr. Maus and I came across some sacred vessels in a 
cabinet in the sacristy. When we pulled them out from the back of the 
cabinet we found a chalice and two ciboria which, while tarnished and in 
need of some care, were clearly some priceless treasures belonging to our 
parish. After consulting with some parishioners to see if we could uncover 
the origin of these vessels, it remained unclear as to where or how these 
were obtained. One thing did remain clear, however, and that was the need 
to reveal these treasures to all of you, our parishioners, and to use these 
sacred vessels at Holy Mass. We were able to have the chalice and ciboria 
replated and restored to their original beauty and are excited to use them 
here at Our Lady of Grace! 
 

It can be easy to ask ourselves why we should care or desire to have 
beautiful sacred vessels or vestments for the celebration of the Mass. After 
all, are there not many a poor people living in homeless or impoverished 
conditions? That is correct. Sadly, there are many individuals living in 
impoverished material conditions whom we ought to care for out of genuine 
Christian charity. It is also true, however, that each of us is a creature who 
is living in spiritual poverty. Our poverty consists in the difficulty of 
believing in a transcendent, spiritual world because we are surrounded by 
material and earthly things. Sacred vessels and the sacraments themselves 
consist of material or earthly things which assist us in making an act of 
faith. Without these external and sensory realities—seeing a sacred vessel, 
tasting the Eucharist, hearing the words of absolution, or feeling water rush 
upon our heads—we are spiritually deprived of the nourishment our soul 
thrives on. The beauty and grandeur of vestments or vessels helps us poor 
creatures to recognize something, indeed Someone, greater than ourselves: 
God Himself! For this reason, in his Apostolic Exhortation Sacramentum 
Caritatis, Pope Benedict XVI said, “Everything related to the Eucharist 
should be marked by beauty. Special respect and care must also be given to 
the vestments, the furnishings and the sacred vessels, so that by their 
harmonious and orderly arrangement they will foster awe for the mystery of 
God, manifest the unity of the faith and strengthen devotion.” 
 

With that in mind, I wanted to share some close-up images of the details on 
these sacred vessels and explain some of their significance and meaning. 
Please note, however, that these images will fall short of what the vessels 
look like in-person, so please feel free to ask to see them up close after 
Mass one day.  
 

The vessel on the left is the ciborium and the 
vessel on the right is the chalice. The ciborium 
is what contains the Precious Body of Christ, 
and the chalice is what contains the Precious 
Blood of Christ. You’ll notice silver circles 
surrounding the body of the ciborium; these 
are called enamels, and they portray various 
sacred images. The enamels on the base of the 
ciborium portray images from the life of Our 
Lord: his teaching of scribes in the Temple 

Father Adam Maus, Pastor 
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(Luke 2:46), his trial before Pontius Pilate (John 
18:28-40), and his being taken down from the cross 
and placed in the arms of his mother (John 19:38). 
The enamels surrounding the cup of the vessel are 
images from the life of Our Lady: the presentation 
of Our Lady in the Temple, the betrothal of the 
Blessed Virgin and Saint Joseph, and Mary 
receiving the Eucharist from the hands of the priest 
Saint John, whom we know she lived with after the 
death of her Son (John 19:26-27). Of course, 
Sacred Scripture does not tell us much about the 
childhood of Mary, but reason and tradition make 
these events reasonable and likely to have 
occurred. The enamels surrounding the lid of the 
ciborium portray the Holy Family: The 
Resurrection of Christ, the Coronation of Mary, 
and Saint Joseph holding the infant Christ. The 
chalice simply and elegantly portrays the 
theological virtues of faith, hope, and charity. 
These virtues are personified on the base of the 
chalice. The virtue of faith is personified as a 
person holding a chalice with the Eucharistic host 
above the chalice. This depiction is a reminder of 
the greatest mystery of our Faith: The Holy 
Eucharist. The virtue of hope is personified as a 
person clinging to an anchor. Hope is that virtue 
which trusts that God will provide for my needs, 
both temporal and spiritual, regardless of the 
storms which life brings: it is our heart’s anchor. 
The virtue of charity is personified as a mother 
holding her children. This depiction signifies for us 
the nature of charity. Charity is self-giving love 
which seeks nothing in return, similar to the love 
that a mother gives her children. This is the love 
that God has for each of us and which we are called 
to have for Him and for one another. Around the 
middle of the chalice, called the node, there is 
listed these three theological virtues in Latin: Fides, 
Spes, Caritas.  
 
May these sacred vessels serve as instruments in 
our own growth in holiness, that growth which 
primarily and most profoundly takes place at Holy 
Mass. May the sacred mysteries of the Mass draw 
us closer to the Heart of Christ and that of his 
Blessed Mother, and may the Eucharist increase in 
our souls those theological virtues of faith, hope, 
and charity. Please enjoy the images below!  
 

By Fr. Jacob Degele 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Top: 

Jesus in the Temple 

Left: Jesus before Pontius Pilate 

Right: Jesus being taken down from the Cross 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Top: Presentation of Mary in the Temple 

Left: Betrothal of Mary and Joseph 

Right: Mary receiving the Eucharist from St. John 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Left: 

Personification of Faith 

Center: Personification of Hope 

Right: Personification of Charity 
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IMPORTANT DATES 
 

March 

2 - Ash Wednesday  

        Mass at 9 am and 5:30 pm 

with soup and sandwiches to follow 

the 5:30 pm Mass 

4 - 5:30 pm Stations of the Cross  

6 - Knights of Columbus Breakfast 

6 - 3:00 pm Spanish Mass &  Fellowship 

9 - No Faith Formation - Spring Break 

11 - 5:30 pm Stations of the Cross  

11 - 6:00 pm A short presentation by Fr. 

Maus or Fr. Degele during the soup and 

sandwiches meal 

13 - No Faith Formation - Spring Break 

13 - Daylight Savings Time begins 

18 - 5:30 pm Stations of the Cross  

18 - 6:00 pm A short presentation by Fr. 

Maus or Fr. Degele during the soup and 

sandwiches meal 

20 - 3:00 pm Spanish Mass &  Fellowship 

20 - 6:45 pm Worship and Praise with 

Adoration at 7:00 pm  

25 - 5:30 pm Stations of the Cross 

25 - 5:30 - 7:30 pm  Fish Fry at Columbian 

Club by the 4th Degree Knights of Columbus 

30 - 7:00 pm Living Stations 

 

 

April 

1 - 5:30 pm Stations of the Cross 

3 - 3:00 pm Spanish Mass & Fellowship 

6 - 7:00 pm Final Middle School Youth 

Group for the year 

8 - 5:30 pm Stations of the Cross  

8 - 6:00 pm A short presentation by Fr. Maus 

or Fr. Degele during the soup and 

sandwiches meal 

9 - 3:45 pm Palm Sunday Procession 

(weather permitting) 

10 - 8:15 and 10:15 am Palm Sunday 

Procession (weather permitting) 

10 - 7:00 pm Living Stations 

14 - 5:30 pm Holy Thursday Mass 

14 - 6:45 pm - 15 2:45 pm Good Friday  

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  

 

 

Serving Those Who Grieve 

As the secretary of the parish, I frequently have the opportunity to be 
in the kitchen while our Altar Society serves a funeral reception meal.  
Today, I had lunch with one of these amazing groups of men and 
women.  They had volunteered their time to come to the church to 
make and serve lunch for over 200 funeral guests.  The camaraderie, 
respect, and concern for one another is something very special. 
 

As they were preparing the food and 
setting tables, they were catching up with 
each other – health, families, 
grandchildren.  Sitting and listening, I 
heard people say how happy they were to 
see each other, voice concerns about 
people who had been ill, offer 
condolences and support for those who 
had lost someone, and tell each other the 
good news items that had happened since 
the last time they saw each other. 
 

This happens each time one of our Altar 
Society circles gets called to serve a 
funeral or a meal at the church. They have 
passed down their knowledge, their recipes, and ideas to the younger 
members through the years. The love they have for each other and for 
our parish shines like a ray of sunshine through the clouds.  Being 
together makes the work load lighter and bearable, even in the saddest 

of circumstances.  
 
Have you been to a funeral of a loved one?  A 
spouse? A parent?  A child? A beloved 
grandparent or close friend? The time after 
the funeral is more than just nourishment for 
the body, it is a time to grieve together, to 
support one another, to reminisce and to 
celebrate the life that was lost.  
 

When my brother passed away, these same men and women came to 
support my family and serve a meal, while giving us time to be 
together.  Nobody had a home large enough to welcome all the family 
and friends who came to be with us. None of us had time or energy to 
prepare a meal for 130 people.  Without the men and women from our 
parish, we would not have been able to spend time with siblings, 
cousins, aunts and uncles who had come to be with us – some driving 
many miles and even some from out of state.  Knowing that our family 
and guests would be fed, have time to be together, not having to clean 
up after all the company was well worth the nominal fee that the Altar 
Society charges for a funeral reception. 
 

The average age of our active Altar Society members who serve 
funerals is approximately 72 years old.   That means there are many 
beyond that age that work and serve at these luncheons.  They serve 
lunches to as many as 250 or more people at large funerals and as few 
as 50 or less at some. They never know exactly how many to expect 
and yet they rarely run out of food.  A few men have also stepped up 

(Continued on page 5) 

Altar Society members from 
St. Monica’s Circle 

Photo by Tanya Watterud 
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15 - Parish Office Closed 

15 - 3:00 pm Good Friday Service 

with Veneration of the Cross 

16 - 8:30 pm Easter Vigil Mass  

17 - 8:30 and 10:30 am Easter Mass 

17 - 3:00 pm Spanish Mass  

17 - No 5:30 pm Mass 

17 - No Faith Formation Classes 

18 - Parish Office Closed 

23 - 9:00 - 10:00 am  First Eucharist 
Rehearsal for the 4:00 pm 4/23 Mass 

23 - 10:30 - 11:30 am  First Eucharist 
Rehearsal for the 10:30 pm 4/24 Mass 

23 - 4:00 pm First Eucharist Mass  

24 - No Faith Formation  

24 - Knights of Columbus Breakfast 

24 - 10:30 am First Eucharist Mass  

24 - 29 - Spring Clergy Conference  

 

May 

1 - 9:25 am May Crowning  

1 - 9:20 am Final K-5 Faith Formation 

Classes  

1 - 3:00 pm Spanish Mass  

4 - 4:00 pm Final K-5 Faith Formation  

4 - 5:30 pm Final K-5 Faith Formation  

4 - 7:00 pm Student Mass Final 6-8 

Faith Formation Class 

8 - Mother’s Day 

15 - 3:00 pm Spanish Mass  

22 - 10:30 am Graduates Mass followed 

by reception  

30 - Parish Office Closed   

 

June 

6 to 9 - 6:00  - 7:30 pm    

Vacation Bible School 

 

July 

10 to 12 - Sonshine Camp 

11 to 15 - Cor Christi Institute Option 1  

18 to 22 - Cor Christi Institute Option 2  

 

(Continued from page 4) One Dei to bring worship music to March 20 event 

Evening includes Mass, music and Adoration  

Catholic band One Dei from 
Bismarck will be at Our Lady of 
Grace on Sunday, March 20!  
Everyone is invited to the special 
events that evening! 
 

One Dei will provide the music for 
the 5:30 p.m. Mass.  Following the 
Mass, they will perform worship 
music before and during a time of 
Eucharistic Adoration.  The music 
and Adoration will conclude by 
about 8:00 p.m., when participants 
are invited to the dining 
room for refreshments. 
 

People of all ages are 
invited!  In addition to 
adults, we hope that 
many middle and high 
school students attend, as 
well as families with 
young children, so they 
may experience the 

beauty and sacred time of prayer 
that takes place when Eucharistic 
Adoration is accompanied by 
worship music.   
 

Confirmation students, members of 
Christus Vincit and Middle School 
Youth Group, and other students:  
We need student volunteers to 
provide cookies and bars, and to 
serve the refreshments.  Please 
volunteer by contacting Tanya in the 
Faith Formation office. 

to help by carrying the heavy roasters of 
food, running the dish washer when 
needed and washing the pots and pans. 
 

The Altar Society needs your assistance.  
For those of you who work during the day 
and are unable to help serve funerals, 
could you… 
 

• help serve on a Saturday? 
• bake bars and bring them the night 

before or in the morning? 
• come the night before and mix a salad 

or help set tables?  
• volunteer at weekend receptions like at Confirmation or First 

Eucharist to cut and serve cake?   
• help Friday evenings when we serve the Lenten soup and sandwich 

meals?   
• make phone calls to other members of the parish to ask for bars for 

the funeral?  
 

Every time you say yes, you are giving the members who serve the 
funerals a little break.  Please prayerfully consider helping this ministry 
of serving our fellow parishioners. If you are able to help, please call the 
parish office. 
 

The men and women who work at the funerals are performing one of the 
biblical “Corporal Works of Mercy.” May they be blessed as they 
continue to provide this special service for many years to come. 

 

by Sharon Donamaria 

Altar Society members 
from St. Louise’s Circle 

Photo submitted by  
Marietta Clemens 
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Living Stations  
of the Cross 

 

 
Seventh graders continue 
Living Stations tradition 
 

Living Stations is a moving 
enactment of the passion and 
death of Jesus, performed with the 
seventh grade Faith Formation 
students acting out a still scene for 
each of the 14 Stations of the 
Cross, while the story is told 
through songs and narration.  
 

The students will perform the 
Living Stations on Wednesday, 
March 30th at 7pm and Palm 
Sunday, April 10th at 7pm at Our 
Lady of Grace. There is no charge 
to attend. A free will offering of 
money or canned goods will be 
taken to benefit our parish’s Food 
Pantry.  Refreshments will be 
served by some of our Youth 
Group volunteers following the 
performance which will be held on 
Sunday, April 10th.  
 

Please come to one of the 
performances to support these 
students who are learning as they 
perform. For more information, 
please contact Christine in the 
Faith Formation office. 
    

 
(Continued from page 1) 

 

In our lives we are faced with trials and the same kinds of 
temptations:  to take matters into our own hands when we shouldn't, 
failing to trust in God's saving help, his mercy and forgiveness. Or 
maybe we are reckless and presume that it doesn't matter what we do, 
“I will go to heaven.” Or maybe we turn to some kind of idolatry, 
where we choose someone or something over God, not putting God as 

the number one priority in our lives. 
 

When we reflect on and compare Jesus' 
life to our own, we pretty quickly 
discover where we fall short.  This is 
why Lent is such a positive opportunity 
for prayer, fasting, and alms giving. Not 
only to find out where our weaknesses 
for sin are, but to come to the 
knowledge of just how radically 

dependent upon God we are.  That is why we should challenge 
ourselves during Lent to address areas where we are weak.  It is easy 
to give up something that we don't struggle with.  Or do something 
good that is easy and convenient.  It is much harder but much more 
fruitful if it costs us something, if we give something up or do 
something that addresses a particular vice or attachment, something 
that is good, but hard for us to do.  With the help of God and His 
healing grace, if we give up something that we are attached to, and 
work at being freed from it, that's where there is true joy.  We find 
true joy when we make a free gift of ourselves for good. We come to 
know ourselves through trial and when we unite it to Christ on the 
cross we also receive his victory. 
 

So I offer this up as a challenge, I am speaking to myself as well, to 
think of Lent in a positive light, as an opportunity to ask God if there 
is anything that prevents us from living in the complete joy and peace 
of the Gospel that we are meant to live, in relationship with him, in 
imitation of Jesus. 
 

I will close by sharing a quote with you, some challenging words 
from a Lenten Message of our Holy Father, Pope Francis: 
 

“It has been said that the only real regret lies in not being a saint; we 
could also say that there is only one real 
kind of poverty: not living as children 
of God and brothers and sisters of 
Christ.” 
 

“In Imitation of our Master, we 
Christians are called to confront the 
poverty of our brothers and sisters, to 
touch it, to make it our own and to take 
practical steps to alleviate it.” 

 

“Lent is a fitting time for self-denial; we would do well to ask 
ourselves what we can give up in order to help and enrich others by 
our own poverty.  Let us not forget that real poverty hurts: no self-
denial is real without this dimension of penance.  I distrust a charity 
that costs nothing and does not hurt.” 
 

By Fr. Adam Maus 

 



Children are preparing to  
receive Jesus  in Holy Communion 

Fifty-one children from our parish are 
preparing to receive Jesus in Holy 
Communion for the first time in April. 
 

The First Eucharist Masses will be held 
during two regular weekend Masses.  
The dates and times are:  Saturday, 
April 23, during the 4:00 p.m. Mass and 
Sunday, April 24, during the 10:30 a.m. 
Mass.  One pew will be reserved for 
each First Communicant’s family.   
 

Since the First Eucharist (Communion) Masses are open 
to all parishioners and visitors, we encourage people 
who want to attend these Masses to arrive early.  If you 
are concerned about available seating and are not a 
member of a First Communicant’s family, you may want 
to consider attending Mass at 8:30 a.m. or 5:30 p.m. on 
April 24.  Group and individual pictures for First 
Communicants will be taken during the hour prior to 
each Mass. 
 

This year’s class includes 11 children who attend Bishop 
Ryan Catholic School and 40 children who attend public 
school or home school and participate in our parish Faith 
Formation program.  Please pray for these children as 
they prepare for this sacrament. 
 

On April 23, a reception with cake and beverages will 
take place after the First Eucharist Mass.  On April 24, 
our parish Knights of Columbus members will serve 
breakfast from 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m..  First Eucharist 
cake and beverages will also be served beginning at 
11:30 a.m., when the 10:30 a.m. First Eucharist Mass is 
over.  All are invited to celebrate with the children! 
 

At Our Lady of Grace, children typically prepare for and 
receive the sacraments of First Reconciliation 
(confession) and First Eucharist during their second-
grade year in school.  Each year, however, we have older 
children participating, as well, because of different 
sacrament schedules in their former parishes, or specific 
family needs, or for a number of other reasons.  We 
welcome them all and rejoice with them as they grow in 
knowledge and maturity within their Catholic faith!   

Confirmation Mass has been scheduled 
 

Thirty-three students from our parish are preparing to 
receive the sacrament of Confirmation in October.  This 
includes seven students who attend Bishop Ryan 
Catholic School and 26 who attend public school or 
home school.  These 26 students also attend 
Confirmation classes taught by Fr. Jacob Degele. 
 

Bishop David Kagan has approved the date and time for 
our Confirmation Mass.  He will celebrate the Mass on 
Sunday, October 9, at 12:30 p.m.  The Mass will be 
followed by a reception with cake and beverages in the 
parish dining room. 
 

The Confirmation Mass is open to the public in addition 
to the families of the Confirmation students.  Please 
pray for these students as they continue their 
preparation and mark your calendar if you would like to 
attend this Mass. 
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Vacation Bible School: 
To be held the evenings of 
June 6-9 at Our Lady of 
Grace, Vacation Bible 
School (VBS) is for children 
age 5 through those finishing 
second grade. Registration 
forms will be available in the 
spring. Help is needed! This 
is a great opportunity for parents and older siblings to 
volunteer. 

 
 

Our Lady of Grace Resource Library provides all 
members of our parish the opportunity to read the best 
in Catholic information and enrichment. The library is 
located in the Faith Formation Office, and for your 
convenience a selection of books from the library can 
be found in the gathering space.  
 

You are invited to borrow books from the gathering 
space display or the library, and are asked to please 
return the borrowed books within a month so that others 
may borrow them. 
 

There is a wide range of subject matter of Catholic 
approved books on topics such as:  Catholicism, Pope/
Vatican, Jesus, Mary, Saints, Prayer, Parenting, 
Marriage, Right to Life, Self help, Death and Grief, as 
well as books for children. 
 

Donations of appropriate books to add to the library are 
gratefully accepted. 

Fr. Bruce Krebs Endowed 
Scholarship Fund  
Exciting news!  As you know Fr. 
Bruce Krebs was a huge supporter 
of Catholic Education and 
Bishop Ryan Catholic School, and 
he always desired students and 
families to receive any assistance 
they needed to make it a 
reality.  In honor of Fr. Bruce, Our 
Lady of Grace has started the "Fr. 
Bruce Krebs Endowed Scholarship Fund." 
Contributing to this scholarship is a great way to 
support students of families from Our Lady of Grace 
attending Bishop Ryan Catholic School.    
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2022 City-wide 
Eucharistic Procession 

The Chaplet of  Divine 
Mercy will be prayed 

following each Mass on 
April 23 & 24. 

 
 
 

The four Minot Catholic parishes will again hold a city-wide 
Eucharistic procession on Sunday, June 19, the Solemnity of 
the Most Holy Body and Blood of Christ (Corpus Christi). 
 

It is important to pray for our country and for the many 
divisions and difficulties we face.  Our country needs Jesus, 
and our community needs Jesus.   
 

This is an opportunity to make the presence of Jesus Christ 
visible in the community while processing through our streets 
carrying the Blessed Sacrament in the monstrance.  This is a 
holy and sacred event.  It is also very much a family friendly 
event. 
 

Please put this on your family calendar and plan to participate.  
We also ask you to 
begin praying now as 
the planning and 
organizing for this 
procession gets under 
way. 

Father Jacob Degele  
carries our Lord during 
the 2021 Eucharistic  
Procession. 

 


