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Our Lady of Grace 

Holy Day Mass Schedule 

 
Christmas Masses: 

Christmas Eve:  

Dec. 24, 4:00 & 9:00 pm 

Christmas Day:  

Dec. 25, 10:00 am 

Incense will be used at 
9:00 pm Christmas Eve 
Mass and the 10:00 am 
Christmas Mass.   

No incense will be used at 
the 4:00 pm Mass on 
Christmas Eve  

 
New Year’s Mass 

Schedule: 

Dec. 31: 5:00 pm 
followed by potluck & 
bingo. 

Jan. 1: 10:00 am. 

Our Lady’s Messenger 
Catholic customs from around the world 

Christmas is such a beautiful time of 
year as we celebrate the birth of our 
Lord. The Church has designated the 
four weeks preceding Christmas as 
Advent, a time to prepare the way for 
the coming of Christ. 

At our Lady of Grace the Advent 
Wreath as 
well as the 
stable is 
located in a 
prominent 
place in the 
front part of 
the 
sanctuary. 
At each 
weekend Mass a family is selected to 
process into church with Father and 
light the candle for that week and to 
bring  figures to place in the stable. 
The Baby Jesus is placed in the 
manger on Christmas Eve. 

The Giving Tree at Our Lady of Grace 
is another Advent custom that invites 
us to engage in the true meaning of 
Christmas giving. Tags, shaped like 
ornaments, are placed on a tree with 
a label describing the group or 
organization your donation will 
benefit. This is truly a way to give joy 
to others during the Christmas 
season as well as to yourself. 

Families gathering together at 

Christmas Eve or Christmas Day 
Mass is the highlight of the season. 

At the 4:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Mass 
Father invites the children to join 
him in the sanctuary for the 
Christmas sermon, focusing on the 
real reason for the season - the 
Birthday of Christ.   

At Our Lady of Grace we are blessed 
to have some foreign born 
parishioners and they have shared 
some of the customs from their home 
countries. 
 

Justina Katunzi - Tanzania  

Selecting the Christmas music 
started about 3 
months before 
Christmas. 
Christmas 
music was very 
important to 
them as they 
celebrated the 
birth of Jesus with singing, dancing, 
clapping, piano, drums, tambourines 
and other rhythm instruments to 
bring life to the songs. Their songs 
were sung in their native Swahili 
language with everyone filled with 
the excitement of the birth of Jesus.  

Shortly before Christmas stones were 
(Continued on page 2) 

Tanzanian Nativity 

Our Lady of Grace Nativity 
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OUR LADY OF GRACE 

CATHOLIC CHURCH 

Phone: 

  (701) 839-6834 or 

  (701) 852-3002 

Email: 

  church@olgminot.org 

Website: 

  www.olgminot.org 

Facebook pages: 

  OurLadyofGraceMinot 
   and    
  MinotCatholicYouthGroup  

 

Our Mission: 

Our Lady of Grace Parish is 
a community of faith that 
encourages stewardship 
through word, sacrament 
and service. 

 

Please send address changes 
to the parish at 707 16th Ave. 
SW, Minot, ND 58701, or call  
(701) 839-6834. 

Father Bruce Krebs, Pastor 

Reflection on 40 years  

(Continued from page 1) 

brought into the sanctuary of the church to form the Christmas Crib which 
resembled a small hut.  At the Christmas Eve Mass the figures of  

Mary and Joseph are placed and Father would bring in the baby Jesus and 
place him in the manger. Following the Mass the congregation would line up 
taking turns welcoming Jesus and congratulating Mary and Joseph. Many 
would bring gifts of food, or money to place in the manger, and some would 
kiss the baby Jesus. Everyone would dress up in new, colorful clothes to 
celebrate the Birth of Jesus. 
 

Going to church was the main focus of the Christmas celebration followed by 
celebrating with family, friends, and guests with food, song, and dance. 
Sometimes the crowd would be so large they had to buy a cow or goat to feed 
everyone. Many villages brew their own beer which would be brought out on 
Christmas Eve. This was an opportune time for family and friends to catch up 
with happenings within their extended family and the celebration would go on 
throughout the night. 

 (Continued on page 3) 

   As I look back on my 67 years of life I 
am so grateful for the past few years.  In 
these past years I have come to 
understand so much better who I am 
and what my role is as a Catholic man 
and priest.  Some of the factors that 
have really helped me come to a much 
better understanding of my life are:  The 
example of good faithful servants like 
Deacon Steve and his wife Paulette, Ed 
Miller and so many of you, the teaching 
of St. John Paul II in his “Theology of 
the Body” especially as presented by 
Christopher West and Matthew Kelly 
from his Dynamic Catholic 
Confirmation program.  And 
particularly what the Lord himself has 
taught me in prayer and by His  
example as we hear of it in Scripture.  

   I now understand not only that each of 
us is greatly gifted but also that each of 
us is a gift to be given away for the sake 
of others.  In marriage a man and 
woman each gives himself/herself away 
to his/her partner.  A priest is called 
similarly to give himself as a gift to his 
parish. Likewise single people are to 
become a gift of self for the sake of 
others in a more general way.  God gave 
himself to us as a gift in the person of 
Jesus.  Jesus gave himself to us in 
service even to the point of pouring out 
his life-blood for our salvation.  Every 
disciple of Jesus is called to the same. 

   I used to look forward to retirement 
as a time for me, to devote to myself 
and my desires.  I now see it as a time 
when I can give myself as gift in 
different ways than as an assigned 
pastor.  I hear many retired lay people 
say that they are at least as busy in 
retirement as when they were 
employed.  It is beautiful how they 
have found new ways to be a gift for 
others.  Whether we are employed or 
not, God has given each of us gifts and 
abilities to find our joy and fulfillment 
by becoming ourselves a gift.   

   Finally, if you now suffer and are no 
longer able to 
do anything, 
your suffering, 
united to Jesus’ 
redemptive 
suffering, is a 
tremendous gift 
when it is 
offered up for 
the salvation of 
souls or for 
another good 
intention.  Do 
not waste one 
moment of your 
suffering for it is 
very likely the 
greatest gift 
anyone could 
offer.  

Father Bruce and 
Deacon Steve  
 

Photo by Harrison Foltz 



 

(Continued from page 2) 

Perla Hall - Philippines 

Starting about a month before Christmas carolers 
would be singing Christmas carols from house to 
house spreading the spirit of the season. Sometimes 
the carolers would receive a coin or two and they 
usually saved them to share with their friends. 

People in the Philippines celebrate Christmas for a 
long time. Starting 9 days before Christmas, the 
Christmas celebration begins with a 4:00 a.m. daily 
Mass.  

The Christmas Eve Mass is followed by a midnight 
feast called 
Noche 
Buena or a 
'Good Night 
Supper'. 
This is a big 
feast shared 
with family, 
friends and 
neighbors. 
Perla's 
memory of this great feast is her mom's delicious 
cured ham with a burnt sugar glaze and her special 
homemade chocolate treat. 

Gifts were not really important since Christmas time 
was a time for Celebrating the birth of Jesus and 
spending time with your loved ones. A custom in 
Perla's family was to pray the rosary at 6:00 p.m. 
daily and whoever happened to be visiting at their 
home at that time joined them with the rosary. 
 

Ricardo Vasquez - Mexico  

Christmas in Mexico is a religious holiday, honoring 
the birth of the savior. As part of the Christmas 
celebration and to teach the children about the 
meaning of Christmas, the faith formation classes 
hold a Mexican posada which starts 9 days before 
Christmas. Posada is the re-enactment of the 
pilgrimage to Bethlehem by Mary and Joseph in 
search of a room.. Posada means a place to stay. The 
posada participants are divided into two groups, the 
innkeepers and the Mary and Joseph group. Five 
stations are set up and the Mary and Joseph group 
go from door to door singing the posada song 
requesting a room. The innkeeper group responds 
by singing that there is no room. This continues 
until they arrive at the fifth station where the 
innkeeper finally agrees to open the door and 
welcome them inside. This symbolized opening our 
hearts to help others. Once inside the children are 
each given a small box of candy. On the last day of 
the celebration they bring out a piñata and share a 

 

Belen (3 dimensional art depiction of the 
nativity)  made in the Philippines  

feast with family and friends. 

Nativity scenes, rather than Christmas trees are 
more common in homes and yards in Mexico. The 
baby Jesus is 
added Christmas 
Eve and the Three 
Kings are added 
January 6th. In 
Mexico the big day 
of gift giving is 
January 6th, when 
the wise men 
brought gifts to 
Jesus. Presents 
might also be brought by baby Jesus on Christmas. 
Midnight Mass brings many Mexican families 
together to celebrate the birth of Christ with song 
and prayer. 
 

Ogo Udekwe - Nigeria 

Christmas in 
Nigeria is a family 
event, like 
Thanksgiving Day 
in the United 
States, with 
families traveling 
back to their home 
villages to 
celebrate the birth 
of Jesus Christ. 
The season is celebrated with carols, festivals, 
cultural dances, and masquerade dances with 
colorful clothing. 

The major Christmas gifts the children receive at 
Christmas are new clothing from their parents 
which they wear on Christmas day, and money. 

With everyone dressed up in their best clothing, 
families attend Christmas Eve Mass, which usually 
lasts about 2 hours.  The children look forward to 
Midnight Mass as they participate in the singing and 
dancing to celebrate the birth of Jesus. Following 
Mass everyone looks forward to the spectacular 
fireworks display. 

After Mass it is time to eat, drink and visit. There is 
always a lot of food with the traditional Christmas 
food being jollof rice which is served with goat meat, 
chicken and turkey. Other favorites are pepper soup 
and Nigerian Christmas cake. Beverages include soft 
drinks, alcoholic drinks and the malt drink, a non-
alcoholic drink which has become very popular in 
Nigeria.                                                       By Edith Schall 
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Photograph of painting by Fr. Kevin 
Carroll, Yoruba Nativity 1948 

Traditional Mexican Nativity 
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Celebrating 60 Years as a Parish 

Our Lady of Grace Charter Member Interviews 

As I was working on the 
church history, I thought it 
would be more meaningful to 
hear from some of our 
charter members for this 
article. Although there are 
four different perspectives, a 
common thread was 
apparent, OLG was a major 
part of their lives. I had the 
privilege of interviewing a small 
group of charter members of Our 
Lady of Grace at their homes. All the 
participants were eager to share 
recollections of the early years of 
OLG. The members that were 
questioned were: Jeanie and Tony 
Bartsch, Randy Burckhard, Bea 
Merck and Cris Woiwode. 

   Cris was quite busy at the start 
of the church. She had seven children 

to raise and she also 
worked part-time; 
therefore, was not as 
active as she was in 
later years. She recalls 
going to the chapel at 
Sacred Heart Academy 
for Mass. Cris said she 
thought one or two of 
her children made their 

First Communion at the academy. 
She also recalls working at the pantry 
in early years. She stated, “that items 
came in bulk and had to be divided by 
the volunteers”. Cris is still an active 
member of the church. She and her 
daughters help serve fellowship and 
attend Large Altar Society meetings 
and events.  

Jeanie and Tony Bartsch have 
been married for 61 years, have 5 
children, 7 grandchildren and 12 
great-grandchildren with another on 
the way. In visiting, with these fine 
folks, I asked them to tell me about 
something they remember about the 
beginning of our church. The story of 
Jeanie being pregnant with her 
second child on the way and standing 
at Mass at the academy because the 
chapel was quite small was reflected 

upon. She said, “the family 
had to get to Mass early if 
they wanted to sit during 
services”. Their oldest 
daughter did the crowning 
of Mary at the academy. 
Troy recalled being in the 
Holy Name Society which 
was a men’s group. This 

group raised money for blue 
jackets to be worn when ushering.  

Another question that was posed 
to the Bartsch’s was what was still the 
same and what was different from 
then to now. Jeanie stated, “there are 
SO MANY programs for the 
parishioners of 
all ages along 
with Baptisms 
during the Mass 
now”. Jeanie and 
Tony are both 
active as ushers 
currently. She 
was a CCD 
teacher for first 
Communion and 
active in St. 
Cecilia’s Altar society group. Jeanie 
still bakes bars for funerals. Both 
Tony and Jeanie remember building 
the addition and the stained glass 
windows. Jeanie and Tony are 
snowbirds and are active in the 
church they attend in Arizona. 

Bea Merck is another charter 
member that I had the honor to visit 
with for the article. Bea is a widow 
with 4 children, 6 grandchildren and 
4 great-grandchildren. She 
remembers having to clean the 
church before services could be held, 
it was nice to walk into a clean 
beautiful building. Bea’s second 
daughter was baptized at the 
Academy. 

Bea was active in altar society for 
several years with St. Cecilia’s group. 
She was also a sacristan for years.  

 

(Continued on page 5) 

IMPORTANT DATES 

December 

2 - Knights of Columbus 
Breakfast  

7 - Immaculate Conception Vigil 
Mass - 5:30 pm 

7 - Parish Office Closed  

8 - Men’s Group  

8 - Immaculate Conception Mass 

8 - Altar Society Christmas 
Luncheon  

12 - 7:00 pm Our Lady of 
Guadalupe Spanish Mass 
followed by fellowship 

14 - 2:00 pm Bingo Social 

16 - Children’s Christmas 
Program Performance 

19 - Confession Opportunities 
Noon - 12:30 pm; 3 - 3:30 pm; 
and 5 -  5:30 pm 

20 - OLG Advent Penance 
Service  

21 - Confession Opportunities 
Noon - 12:30 pm; 3 - 3:30 pm;    
6 -  6:30 pm  

23 - No Faith Formation 

24 - 4:00 pm Christmas Eve 
Mass 

24 - 9:00 pm Christmas Eve 
Mass 

24 - Parish Office Closed  

25 - 10:00 am Christmas Day 
Mass 

25 - Parish Office Closed  

26 - No Faith Formation   

30 - No Faith Formation   

31 - 5 pm Mary, Mother of God 
Vigil Mass  

31 - 6—9 pm Family New Year’s 
Eve  Party 

 

January 

1 - Mary, Mother of God Mass  

2 - No Faith Formation   

3 - 6:00 - 8:00 pm First 
Eucharist Retreat (option 1) 

5 - Men’s Group  

6 - Knights of Columbus 
Breakfast  

6 - 10:30 am Grade 2-5 sing 
during Epiphany Mass  

6 - First Eucharist Retreat 
(option 2)  

  

 

 

Cris Woiwode 

Jeanie & Tony Bartsch 
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11 - Bingo Social 

18 - 20 - CGS Training 

20 - 3:00 pm Spanish Mass 
followed by fellowship 

30 - Amazing Race Family 
Faith Night 

 

February 

2 - First Reconciliation Services 
at 9 and 10:30 am 

2-3 - First Eucharist Rite of 
Enrollment during Masses 

8 - 2:00 pm Bingo Social 

9 - Men’s Group  

10 - Knights of Columbus Roast 
Beef Dinner 

11 - Faith Formation Volunteers 
Appreciation Dinner 

15 - HS Youth Group offers 
Parents’ Night Out 

17 - 3:00 pm Spanish Mass 
followed by fellowship 

18 - Parish Office Closed for 
President’s Day 

19 - Instructional Mass for First 
Communicants - Everyone 
Welcome 

24 - 10:30 am Grades K-1 Faith 
Formation students sing after 
Communion 

(Continued from page 4) 

(Continued from page 4) 

Bea did the church laundry for 48 years and truly enjoyed 
all the white cloths. She now bakes bars for funerals, along with 
a great deal of praying. She stated, “Father Bruce would do 
anything for you and  the parish feels like a family.” Her 
fondest memory of the church is the season of Lent where she 
takes meat out of her diet, attends daily Mass and has bean 
soup often. A major difference noted by Bea is that there are a 
lot more people in the parish. She noted “it is great to see all the 
kids bring money for the collection.”  

Another parishioner that has a long history and takes great pride in Our 
Lady of Grace is Randy Burckhard. He was a young boy when OLG was 
incorporated. He has served under every priest in some capacity, such as altar 
server, finance committee member, lector, commentator, building committee, 
Eucharistic minister and training altar servers. Randy 
and Pat have 3 children and 9 grandchildren here in the 
Minot area.  

One of the stories he shared was when he was an 
altar server. He couldn’t remember when to ring the 
bells.  His friend Wayne Marshall told Randy to just 
watch him nod. Wayne apparently wasn’t quite sure 
either, as a result, Randy rang the bells at the wrong 
times too often. The priest spoke to him about learning 
how to serve before actually serving. Randy felt terrible 
at the time. He then learned all he could about being an 
altar server. Randy remembers playing on and around 
the construction site when there was nothing west of the 
church except for farm land. He and his brother served one of the first Masses 
in the current building.  

The pride of being an OLG parishioner resonated throughout my visit 
with Randy. He said, “my parents, my kids, my life is there at the church.” His 
youngest son made his First communion, all three of his kids were confirmed 
and married at this church. Randy says, “I love my faith and find comfort in 
my faith”.  Randy and Pat are currently Eucharistic ministers, lectors and 
commentators.  

This is only a small sampling of our charter members sharing about the 
church. This has been a labor of love for me to have the privilege to visit with 
folks about our church. I truly enjoyed listening to the stories and being 

welcomed into 
the homes of the 
people 
interviewed. 
Thank you for 
your input and 
for being 
gracious hosts.  

 

By Kim Hunt 

 

 

Bea Merck 

 Pat & Randy Burckhard 

Prayer to End Abortion 
 

Lord God, I thank you today for 

the gift of my life, and for the 

lives of all my brothers and 

sisters.  

I know there is nothing that 

destroys more life than 

abortion, yet I rejoice that you 

have conquered death by the 

Resurrection of Your Son.  

I am ready to do my part in 

ending abortion.  Today I commit 

myself never to be silent, never to 

be passive,  never to be forgetful 

of the unborn.  I commit myself 

to be active in the pro-life 

movement, and never to stop 

defending life until all my 

brothers and sisters are 

protected, and our nation once 

again becomes a nation with 

liberty and justice not just for 

some, but for all. 

Through Christ our Lord. Amen!  
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2019 Parish Jubilee Plans You’re invited:  

Children’s Christmas Program 

Parish children will perform  
a brief Christmas  
program on Sunday,  
Dec. 16, at 1 1 :45 a.m.  
(after the 10:30 a.m.  
Mass).   
Please come to watch as they 
tell the story of Jesus’ birth through 
actions and music.  A special saint wil l 
l ikely be stopping by, too, with gifts 
for all children in attendance. 

Thanks to Zach Wald (far left) from St. John's for 
driving the bus to the High School Youth Rally! This 
group had a great time with Mass with Bishop 
Kagan, Eucharistic adoration with music by Sonar 
Worship, a talk and concert with Paul J. Kim, 
confession, great food and break-out sessions, and 
the beautiful views at University of Mary, Bismarck. 

Our Lady of Grace was established by Bishop Hacker in 1959 
so in 2019 we will celebrate our 60th jubilee.  We have a sub-
committee of our parish council that has been busy for about 
a year making plans for our jubilee year.  Plans include: 
 

 Written parish history via newsletter articles by Kim Hunt 

  A parish celebration and meal to be held Wednesday, 
August 14, 2019 with Mass at 5pm followed by supper and 
program.   

 There will be a rectory open house with refreshments in 
Mary’s Garden after Masses Saturday/Sunday September 
7/8.   

 In October Fr. Joseph Evinger from Killdeer will direct a 
parish mission for us focused on Mary. 

 Commemorative items of custom made rosaries and 
Marian CD’s will be given as door prizes at the banquet 
and Mission refreshments time 

 There will be an emphasis on Our Blessed Mother, our 
parish patroness 

 Our Faith Formation Amazing Race will this year 
have a Marian focus  

 Students will make posters to represent the 18 
Annual Marian Feasts which appear on our church 
calendars 

 A Marian theme will be used for our Lenten adult 
sessions 

 We will put special emphasis on Marian feasts in 
our bulletin and promote these feasts with our 
music at Mass. 

“In the last newsletter, I shared my experience with 

attending a Cursillo, so this article will explain a bit 

more about the Cursillo movement itself. The Cursillo 

movement is a Catholic-based training program that 

began in Marjorca, Spain in the 1940’s. Cursillo means 

Little Course in Christianity. 

During a Cursillo weekend, a team of religious and lay 

personnel present a series of talks to the group. The 

group calls upon the Holy Spirit for enlightenment and 

guidance. A variety of topics are covered such as: The 

Lay person’s role within the church, the meaning of 

grace as it pertains to sacraments, the importance of 

prayer and the Study of God, Christian leadership, our 

call to bring Christ to others as well as the importance 

of supporting one another as we strive to live a truly 

Christian life. 

By the end of the weekend, participants have a deeper 

relationship with Jesus Christ and a better 

understanding of the power of the Holy Spirit. After a 

Cursillo weekend, attendees are encouraged to take 

what they have learned and apply it to their daily lives. 

Life after a Cursillo weekend is referred to as “Fourth 

Day”. There are Friendship group reunions that meet 

on a regular basis to share our spiritual growth and 

frustrations to support one another.  

Once again, I would encourage anyone who wants to 

strengthen your faith to attend a Cursillo weekend. The 

Dates for 2019 Cursillo have been set. Feb. 7-10 Men’s 

Harvey, ND, Feb.14-17 Women’s Harvey, ND, Mar.7-10 

Men’s Hankinson. ND and Mar.14-17 Women’s 

Hankinson, ND.                                                By Kim Hunt 

Cursillo 
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Faith Formation 

With the gifts of the Holy Spirit, nothing is impossible 

During the Confirmation Mass on October 14, 45 students and one adult were confirmed by Bishop David 
Kagan. 

The gospel for the day was Mark 10:17-30 where a man asks Jesus what he must do to get to heaven. In his 
homily, Bishop Kagan said, “Every single Catholic should ask . . . ‘Lord, what must I do?’” 

Jesus tells the man clearly to follow the Commandments, Bishop Kagan said.  The man thought that would be 
the end of Jesus’ answer and that it would be pretty easy for him.  But, Bishop Kagan said, “Jesus says ‘There’s 
just one more thing you lack, that you need to do.’”  What was it?  “Go, sell what you have, and give to the poor 
and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.” (Mark 10:21). 

The man went away sad because that was too hard for him to do.  “The man’s problem,” Bishop Kagan said, 
“was that he had so many things.  He allowed his things to possess him.” 

If Jesus had just stuck with his first words of keeping the Commandments, the man would have been 
“following Jesus on his own terms not on God’s terms,” the bishop pointed out. 

“Who wouldn’t want to have Jesus in the flesh say that to you or me?” Bishop Kagan asked.  And our reply 
should be, “Yes, I’ll do it!” 

Bishop Kagan explained what the students would receive through the sacrament of confirmation.  “You are 
going to be given, for the second time in your lives, the seven gifts of the Holy Spirit so that you don’t do what 

this man did.” He 
continued, “The Holy 
Spirit isn’t going to 
come back in six 
months to take them 
back. They’re yours! 
But they do nothing for 
you if you do not use 
them.” 

Through using the 
gifts, he said, “nothing 
becomes impossible for 
you to do for Jesus. It 
all is possible. This is 
what he offers you right 
here, right now. Accept 
the gifts.” 

Children are “Blessed” with new 
sacramental preparation program 

We are excited to be using the Dynamic Catholic 
“Blessed” materials for our students who are 
preparing for First Reconciliation and First 
Eucharist this year. Packets that include DVDs, 
student workbooks and parent guides went home 
with every family who attended the First 
Reconciliation Retreats in September.  

The children work on the materials at home with 
their parents and then text or email a picture of 
their completed homework from each session to 
the Faith Formation office. Most of the children 
in the sacramental preparation program also 
attend parish Faith Formation classes, where the 

lessons they experience through 
“Blessed” are expanded upon. 

In addition to the 51 grades 2-5 
students preparing for the 
sacraments, we also have a middle 
school class for sacramental 
preparation including three 
students in gr. 6-8. What a blessing 
to have so many learning about and 
preparing for the sacraments!   

Will you pray for a student in 
preparation? Please contact Tanya 
at 701-839-6834 or 
education1@olgminot.org to volunteer as a Prayer 
Partner. We’d like to have one adult praying for every 
child in sacramental preparation and Confirmation 
classes.   

Maddex Espinosa 
shows his completed 
work for Session 1 of 
“Blessed”.  

 

mailto:education1@olgminot.org
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Advent and Repentance 
 

Although Advent does not have the penitential flavor of Lent, still the color of this liturgical season is violet.  

This indicates to us that it is a time of preparation in anticipation of something of major importance.  As we 

contemplate the true meaning of Christmas, it should bring us humbly to our knees before the stable in 

wonder at the humility of our God.  But even before the manger containing the child appears in church we are 

called to examine our lives and arouse a supernatural sorrow for the ways we continually offend the Lover of 

sinners who came to earth for my sake and yours.  A good confession can be a huge help in celebrating the 

mercy of our God and in accepting his help to make changes that will make us even more receptive to the 

GIFT of God’s love that lay in the straw on that first Christmas.  

In preparation for Christmas Fr. Bruce will be available in the confessional these extra times: 
 

Wednesday December 19:   

12noon-1230 pm, 3-330 pm, and 5-530 pm 

Friday, December 21:   

12noon-1230 pm, 3-330 pm and 6-630 pm  

(after every time slot, I will not leave until confessions are 

finished.  So the closing time is not a firm time) 
 

The following penance service dates are open to all. 

Sunday Dec. 2nd  3:00 pm at St. John the Apostle 

Sunday Dec. 9th 3:00 pm at St. Therese the Little Flower  

Wednesday Dec. 19th 7:00 pm at St. Leo the Great 

Thursday Dec. 20th 7:00 pm at Our Lady of Grace 


