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Becoming stewards in community

By now, you have likely noticed 
a new smiling face on the 

altar during Mass — and if you 
have had the pleasure of meeting 
new Parochial Vicar Fr. Augustine 
Aidoo, then you have also heard 
his hearty, infectious laugh! We are 
truly blessed to have Fr. Augustine’s 
joyful presence and inspiring faith 
here at Blessed Sacrament.

Fr. Augustine was born and 
raised in Ghana, one of four siblings 
in a Catholic family. Although his 
parents had moved the family to the 
Ashanti region in southern Ghana, 
when Fr. Augustine was 6, they 
decided to send him back to their 
hometown in central Ghana, so he 
could be schooled where their native 
language was spoken. While there, he 
lived with his aunt and grandmother.

MEET OUR NEW PAROCHIAL VICAR, 
FR. AUGUSTINE AIDOO 

“When People Need Me, I’m There”

continued on page 2AUGUST 2020

Contents:

3  August: 
Understanding 
God’s Gift of Time

4  In the Face of a 
Difficult Time, 
Our Parish 
Community Stays 
Connected and 
Keeps the Faith

6  The Faith 
Journey of St. 
Genesius

7 Excellence Will   
 Continue as   
 Blessed    
 Sacrament   
 School Opens

We welcome Fr. Augustine Aidoo to our Blessed 
Sacrament community as our new Parochial Vicar.



2

Blessed
  Sacrament

Meet Our New Parochial Vicar, 
Fr. Augustine Aidoo  continued from front cover

During those formative years, the Catholic 
Church remained central to Fr. Augustine’s life. 
He attended a Catholic school and followed the 
strong faith traditions of his family.

“My auntie was a catechist at the time,” 
Fr. Augustine says. “She was very influential, 
and you dared not miss church — no, no, no! I 
was so blessed from the beginning because she 
was a trailblazer in the 
community. My father’s 
younger brother was also 
a catechist. We were a 
mission church where a 
priest would come once 
a month, so when the 
priest wasn’t around, my 
[relatives] would lead the 
service.”

In the summer after 
third grade, a near-
tragedy would lead Fr. 
Augustine to return to 
his parents’ home in the 
Ashanti region. While 
playing near the local 
stream, Fr. Augustine 
stretched out to reach a 
toy that had fallen in the 
water. Unable to swim, he 
was swiftly swept away by 
a strong current. By the 
time a villager was able 
to fetch him to safety, Fr. 
Augustine had taken in a 
lot of water. He survived the incident and now 
believes it was providential.

“I believe it was a blessing in disguise,” 
Fr. Augustine says. “When I got drowned and 
rescued, my parents decided [I needed to return 
to live with them]. The man that rescued me fell 

ill three months later and almost died. Now, he 
will tell me, ‘Father, people thought I was going 
to die, but now you have become a priest and I 
believe the Lord is saving me through you.’ So 
that’s why I think it’s a blessing in disguise, that 
I got rescued also for him to be saved.”

Fr. Augustine’s education continued in 
the Ashanti region at St. Anthony Catholic 

School. From the time he 
received the Sacraments 
of Baptism and First 
Communion at age 13, 
he felt a strong desire to 
be a priest. He attended 
seminary after high 
school and was ordained 
on July 17, 2004. 

After serving as a 
missionary priest in 
Botswana for seven years, 
Fr. Augustine had only 
been back in his native 
Ghana for about five years 
when he received a call 
from the bishop’s office 
that would send him on 
yet another adventure.

“The bishop handed me 
a letter and the letterhead 
read ‘Covington Diocese,’” 
Fr. Augustine says. “It 
was an official letter from 
Bishop Foys. So that’s 
how I landed here — I 

had no idea I would ever be coming to the U.S.! 
I think now that it is clear I am a missionary 
priest.”

As a missionary priest, Fr. Augustine had 
grown accustomed to being away from his home 
country — however, coming to the States was an 

“It’s always great when 
people need their priest 
and are always able to 
catch you at the right 

time. When this happens 
in your ministry, it feels 
like you are there and 

people are getting what 
they need. That is what 

I love — that when people 
need me, I’m there.” 

— FR. AUGUSTINE AIDOO

continued on back cover
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A Letter From Our Pastor

With the arrival of August, I find it hard to 
believe that summer is just about over! 

Of course, some of us are trying to squeeze in 
that last vacation, or just simply enjoying a  
“staycation” at home, soaking in the glorious 
summer season for a few more weeks. But for 
the most part, we’re starting to transition back 
into the swing of our fall routines.

I once heard a quote from a psychologist who 
said time seems to pass more quickly as we get 
older because we’re experiencing fewer “firsts.” 
When we’re continually experiencing new things, 
time tends to stand still while we’re living them. 
After we’ve repeated those events numerous 
times, they don’t faze us much anymore — and 
before we know it, months have passed, seasons 
have changed, and it’s time to start the annu-
al cycle again.

Yet, we should not allow our time to be some-
thing that simply evades our grasp, trickling 
through our fingers. After all, time itself — every 
moment on this earth — is a gift from God. We 
each have 24 hours today and seven days this 
week to use however we please. 

At the end of this summer, we have the oppor-
tunity to reflect on how we chose to use our time 
these last few months. Did we set aside time to 
pray? Have we allowed for time to serve others? 
Did we devote time each day to serve God?

When we assess the 
use of our time, we 
must make a spiri-
tual examination 
— “Have I been a 
good steward of 
the time given to 
me?” Maybe now 
is a good time to 
make some chang-
es in our lives and 
get more involved. 
There is no better time 
than right now to seek out 
ways to serve God, our parish, and those around 
us. This is what it means to be a good steward!

As the lazy days of summer give way to the 
routine and activity of fall, remember to keep 
God in your hearts, in your minds, and on your 
tongue as we continue our stewardship journey 
as a parish family.

Please pray for me as I continue to pray for 
you all.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Fr. Damian Hils
Pastor

Understanding God’s Gift of Time 
Dear Parishioners,
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IN THE FACE OF A DIFFICULT TIME, 
OUR PARISH COMMUNITY STAYS CONNECTED AND KEEPS THE FAITH

“My Jesus, I believe that You are present 
in the Most Holy Sacrament. I love You above 
all things, and I desire to receive You into my 
soul. Since I cannot at this moment receive You 
sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my 
heart. I embrace You as if You were already there 
and unite myself wholly to You. Never permit me 
to be separated from You.” 

Most of us have likely not heard this prayer 
or the term “spiritual communion” until 

this spring. When an order came from Bishop 
Foys to suspend all church activities due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, parish staff began working 
to get a plan in place. It was clear that we needed 

a way to virtually practice our faith during this 
unprecedented time.  

With all the work that has been put into 
establishing “virtual” connections, Director of 
Religious Education Rosanne Thomas realized, 
along with many other parishioners, that there 
is no replacement for the Eucharist. 

“I have heard people say that they will never 
again take the Eucharist for granted,” she says. 

The “Flock News” section of the website was 
added to keep everyone informed, as information 
was changing rapidly when the shutdown of 
churches began. This also allowed staff to 
communicate free prayer resources and links to 
Mass, the Rosary and the children’s bulletins. 

In the meantime, staff 
and parish committees also 
continued their work “virtually.” 

The Rite of Christian 
Initiation of Adults classes 
moved online, as well. The Parish 
School of Religion catechists 
sent emails to families and 
Rosanne also emailed out faith-
based activities that could be 
enjoyed at home.

Although there are challenges 
when streaming Mass over the 
internet, this has been another 
essential way to stay connected. 

“Those of us who have been 
working to provide a strong 
virtual presence for the parish 
have been on a steep learning 
curve, discovering new digital 
programs and taking online 
workshops to learn how best 
to use them,” Rosanne says. “I 
think this will benefit the parish Jennifer Abdrabbo and her children stream the recitation of the Rosary

every day through our school Facebook site. 
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OUR PARISH COMMUNITY STAYS CONNECTED AND KEEPS THE FAITH

a great deal in the future. May the Holy Spirit 
lead us as we explore these new opportunities.” 

Parishioners also requested Facebook 
discussion groups. In addition to the two that 
were already established, a prayer group was 
added, as was another for general discussion 
and suggestions. Children’s Liturgy of the Word 
volunteers also took turns posting children’s 
liturgy videos each week to the prayer group.  

“I have been pleased to see the growth in 
our online presence,” Rosanne says. “I have 
also been pleased with the delight with which 
many parents have more fully embraced their 
role as their children’s primary catechists, 
and the generosity with which parishioners 
have reached out to help one another. The love 
within this community is powerful, and when 
circumstances call upon that love, it manifests 
in creative and beautiful ways.” 

Parish staff and volunteers also found 
person-to-person ways to connect using time 
and creativity. Staff members and volunteers 
called older parishioners, with most expressing 
that they were feeling disconnected. Staff used 
a waterproof box to distribute bulletins, which 
included answers to common questions and 
prayer resources. The digital sign was utilized to 
share messages of hope and to relay information 
on the shutdown and reopening protocols.

In addition, a postcard was mailed with 
information on the bulletin pick-up box and online 
resources. The front had a photo of the Blessed 

Sacrament sanctuary decorated for Easter. 
“We invited people to put the cards in their 

front windows to help those passing by to see 
the presence of Blessed Sacrament Church 
throughout the community,” Rosanne says. 

Our second-graders had to miss the 
celebration of their first Holy Communion, and 
the Confirmation candidates missed celebrating 
Confirmation. These are, of course, major 
milestones for these students. So, in honor of the 
importance of the sacraments, the Stewardship 
Committee delivered a gift to each student on 
the day of their cancelled sacrament. Fr. Dan 
Vogelpohl and Deacon Jim Fortner also made a 
video for each group. 

“Our purpose was to let them know that 
they are in our prayers, that we understand 
their disappointment and that we look forward 
to celebrating sacraments with them,” Rosanne 
says. 

For Rosanne, these months have brought 
ups and downs. She missed being with people, 
but she also witnessed many blessings. 

 “I have seen neighbors reaching out to 
neighbors they barely knew before as if they were 
family,” she says. “The pandemic has brought 
terrible suffering — physically, emotionally and 
monetarily — but it has also caused people 
to slow down and take stock of what is really 
important. I think we have been given a great, 
albeit painful opportunity to reassess priorities, 
and I hope we don’t lose the lesson.”

Mass resumed on May 20. Bishop Foys has continued the dispensation 
from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass until further notice. 
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THE FAITH JOURNEY OF 

St. Genesius
Being a performer and a 

comedian may sound like a 
fun way to make a living.

St. Genesius, an outstanding 
actor, playwright and comedian in 
late Imperial Rome, certainly did 
have some fun for a while. But his 
career and life came to an abrupt 
end when his work ultimately led 
him to Christ.

Genesius was a comedian of 
some renown, but in the fourth 
century, Christians were often 
discouraged from becoming 
actors because ancient Roman 
comedy was highly sexual, crude 
and offensive.

In the year 303, Emperor 
Diocletian launched what would be 
the last great Roman persecution 
against the Christian Church. So, Genesius used 
the persecution as an opportunity to write a comedy 
about Christianity. He thought it might attract the 
attention of the Emperor, increase his fame, and 
make him some money in the process.

Genesius approached leaders of the Christian 
community in Rome and presented himself as a 
catechumen seeking Baptism. He was then invited 
into a period of instruction in the faith, in order 
to learn the beliefs of the Christians. He was 
particularly taken by the idea of Baptism. But at 
the time, he had no plans to convert to the faith 
– it was all just a part of his plan to research new 
material to use for his comedy.

But a strange thing happened to Genesius as 
he began to work on his play, which was to be a 
comedy on Baptism. As Genesius began teaching 
the other actors about Baptism, he began to believe, 
and a desire to be baptized grew within his heart.

The opening night of the play was a great 
success, with Emperor Diocletian in attendance. 

But at some point during the play, 
the Holy Spirit touched Genesius. 
He was no longer acting.

“You fools, I wish to die a 
Christian,” Genesius said. When 
the other actors asked him why, 
he said, “All my life I have been 
a fugitive, and only today have I 
found God.”

Everyone, especially 
Emperor Diocletian, laughed 
as Genesius spoke. Genesius, 
standing in a pulpit designed 
to look like the goddess Venus, 
began to preach to the audience. 
He told the crowd how he once 
hated Christians and enjoyed 
insulting them. He told the 
crowd how he deserted his own 
family as a child because they 

were Christians.
From there, Genesius addressed Diocletian, 

stating that he wrote the play to mock Christians, 
but had been converted on the spot during the 
course of the play, by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
“I now know that the Lord Jesus Christ is the true 
God, the Light, the Truth and the Mercy of all who 
have received His gift of Baptism,” Genesius said. 
“O great Emperor, believe in these mysteries! I will 
teach you, and you will know the Lord Jesus Christ 
is the true God.” 

Diocletian was furious and stopped the play, 
having the troupe arrested and beaten, while 
Genesius was condemned to torture. Through 
all of his sufferings, he continued to confess that 
Jesus was God. When this failed to break his spirit, 
Diocletian ordered Genesius be beheaded. His final 
words were, “Our Lord Jesus Christ is God and we 
shall have life in His name.” 

St. Genesius is the patron of comedians and 
actors. His feast day is Aug. 25.
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Excellence Will Continue 
as Blessed Sacrament School Opens

The faculty and staff, students, and parents of 
Blessed Sacrament School are eager to return to 

both the school building and a routine of normalcy. 
Certainly, all are eager to return to the high levels 
of achievement that are the hallmark of Blessed 
Sacrament School.

School is expected to open in person during the 
second week in August.

“According to the diocese, we have to be in person, 
in August in some capacity,” says principal Dan 
Steffen. “I’m working with a cluster of six principals 
and we’re coordinating our plans so we are all on the 
same page for our plans in place in August.”

When the students do return in person, it is 
expected that the enrollment numbers will drop 
somewhat, due to the pandemic. 

Nevertheless, the excellence that is in the very 
fiber of Blessed Sacrament School will continue as the 
semester returns to a degree of normalcy. Thanks to 
a donation from an anonymous alumnus of Blessed 
Sacrament School, the students will find an upgraded 
Media Center that will offer STREAM — Science, 
Technology, Reading, Engineering, Arts, and Math.

“The STREAM lab will have the same curriculum, 

but it will incorporate more critical thinking, problem 
solving,” Mr. Steffen says. “The goal is to inspire the 
kids to want to get into the field more. The donor is 
an engineer, and he wants to get the kids excited 
about that. We want to show the value of it and inspire 
more to enter that field, especially females, who are 
underrepresented in that field.”

As he has been working toward reopening the 
school, Mr. Steffen is keeping several goals at the 
forefront of his planning.

“I think providing the safest and healthiest 
environment we can will have to be our primary 
goal for all Catholic schools for this school year,” 
he says. “We will have protocols for cleaning and 
procedures in a way we haven’t had to before. 
That train of thought will take precedence. It is 
important to note that we will do that all while 
maintaining and nurturing the high expectations 
the community and parents have for our education. 
That’s one of the biggest reasons to get back. It’s 
hard to transmit our faith to the kids. They have 
to be surrounded by it, engaged in it, to really get 
a lot of that faith formation. We’re anxious to get 
the kids back.”

“I think providing the safest and healthiest 
environment we can will have to be our primary goal 
for all Catholic schools for this school year. We will 
have protocols for cleaning and procedures in a way 
we haven’t had to before. That train of thought will 
take precedence. It is important to note that we will 

do that all while maintaining and nurturing the 
high expectations the community and parents have 

for our education.” — Dan Steffen, Principal

As planning continues, parents and students will be kept abreast of opening 
details in the weekly church bulletins. Members of the school community 

also will be kept up to date through emails.



2409 Dixie Highway 
Ft. Mitchell, KY 41017

Phone: (859) 331-4302
www.BSCKY.org

Blessed
  Sacrament

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 p.m. | Sunday: 9:00 & 11:00 a.m. | Children’s Liturgy is online only at this time.  

Weekdays: Monday - Friday: 6:30 a.m. | Monday - Saturday: 10:00 a.m. 
Holy Days: 7:00 p.m. (prior day Vigil, excluding All Saints Day), 6:30 & 10:00 a.m.

EUCHARISTIC EXPOSITION  
Reopening for a brief time on Wednesday: 10:30 a.m. - noon

SACRAMENTAL RECONCILIATION 
Saturday: 2:30-3:30 p.m. | Thursday before First Friday: 10:30 a.m. | Third Tuesday: 6:30-7:30 p.m.

Meet Our New Parochial Vicar, Fr. Augustine Aidoo 
continued from page 2
entirely new experience! Thankfully, he found 
everyone at his first assignment at St. Joseph in 
Crescent Springs to be very warm and welcoming. 
From there, he went on to serve at St. Matthew 
and St. Cecilia parishes in Kenton County.

Everywhere he has served, Fr. Augustine has 
enjoyed being able to share the Mass with God’s 
people and be there in their times of need. 

“It’s always great when people need their 
priest and are always able to catch you at the 
right time,” he says. “When this happens in your 
ministry, it feels like you are there and people 

are getting what they need. That is what I love — 
that when people need me, I’m there.”

Now at the beginning of yet another chapter 
in his priestly life, Fr. Augustine is thankful to 
be joining our faith community here at Blessed 
Sacrament.

 “Already, the people that I’ve met at the 
office are very cooperative and helpful, and my 
pastor and I are getting to know each other,” Fr. 
Augustine says. “I think we will all be able to 
work together so well. I’m so excited and happy 
to be a part of this parish!”


