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Becoming stewards in community

Gary Massie is proud of the work his team of ushers does 
at each of our Masses as they ensure everything 

runs smoothly for both the priests and congregation.
As head user, Gary sees to it that each Mass is 

served by at least four ushers. Most of the team 
of 16 have been serving for a number of years. 
One usher has been serving since he was a 
teenager, and he is now in his early 70s, while 
others are high school students.

“Once people start serving, they stay,” Gary 
says. “And people will move on to other minis-
tries, such as Eucharistic Minister.”

The typical path to becoming an usher begins 
when someone is asked to substitute when there is 
a vacancy to be filled. The substitute then moves up to 
becoming a permanent usher.

“We can always use substitutes with holy day Masses and holiday Mass-
es,” Gary says. 

The Christmas Masses and Holy Week Masses make for staffing challenges.
The ushers not only greet everyone warmly as they arrive for Mass, but 

they make sure everyone is seated, according to Fr. Dan Vogelpohl’s direc-
tion. However, no one is to be seated during the readings. Families with small 
children are guided to the cry room at the rear of the church. The ushers also 
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Stewardship, at its roots, teaches that we are not supposed to give God our 
“leftovers.” We should instead strive to return to God a portion of our “first 

fruits” – giving to God first and then using the rest for our other needs.

    STEWARDSHIP OF TREASURE

Giving to God First
Have you ever wondered why no one really be-

comes uneasy when someone brings up the 
first two “Ts” of stewardship – giving of your time or 
talents – but when the third “T” comes up, many of 
us become uncomfortable?

That third “T” is treasure, and some people sim-
ply become so annoyed by the subject, they tune 
out the words from the pulpit.

Why is there seemingly such an adverse reaction?
Our finances are such a personal subject. Dis-

cussing money issues with others is not easy, and 
having someone tell us what to do with our financ-
es is even worse. We earn the money, after all. So 
shouldn’t we decide what to do with it?

Of course, the answer is “yes” – we decide ev-
ery day how to spend our hard-earned dollars. 
Indeed, the monetary choices we make will either 
keep our finances in check, or put us into the red. 
The average American family has about $7,000 in 
credit card debt – so finances certainly represent 
a challenge to our current society. Tight budgets, 
trying to “keep up with the Joneses” or poor finan-
cial management may be to blame for our tight  

resources. Does this mean we do not have anything 
left over for God?

Stewardship, at its roots, teaches that we are 
not supposed to give God our “leftovers.” We should 
instead strive to return to God a portion of our “first 
fruits” – giving to God first and then using the rest 
for our other needs. God gave us our talents that 
help us earn a living, after all. He should come first.

This idea can be worrisome for many. If our fi-
nances are already strained, how will we ever find 
enough to give back to God? Or, if we do try to give 
God our “first fruits,” will there be enough left over 
to cover our required expenses?

Taking the correct financial steps toward 
good stewardship simply boils down to trust – 
believing that God, who takes care of all of His 
creation, will take care of us. Trust that in giv-
ing to God first, we are both acknowledging that 
our multitude of blessings come from Him, and 
that we are thankful He chose to give them to 
us. And finally, trust that if we give to Him first, 
that all else will fall into place – because He is in 
ultimate control.
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When I think of December, the first thing that 
comes to mind is Christmas. While that may 

seem to be the obvious topic, there really are a 
number of other possibilities. I could think of Ad-
vent, a season of preparation. I could think of the 
Immaculate Conception, as we celebrate God’s gift 
to the world in Mary. I could think of Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, whose popularity has spread far be-
yond the Hispanic community. Of course, Decem-
ber also holds the first day of winter. And because 
December marks the end of the civil year, I might 
be developing my resolutions for the New Year!

But instead, I think about Christmas. It is when 
we celebrate the birth of Jesus, the Babe in the 
manger in Bethlehem, who is the eternal Son of 
God made man.

The basic truth of Christmas — celebrating the 
birth of Jesus the Messiah, God Incarnate — is plenty 
of reason for us all to rejoice and worship. But we’ve 
piled such an additional load onto our Christmas ob-
servance that worship may be lost in the shuffle.

Think about what weight Christmas has to bear. 
We have to put up the decorations, or make travel 
plans to visit relatives. There is also the Christmas 
dinner to plan and cook. And then, we still have 
Christmas presents to buy. No wonder the Christ 
Mass becomes an afterthought!

Yet, we still have a wonderful opportunity this 
season — an opportunity to combine our Christ-
mas activities with our stewardship commitments. 
Treasure, although challenging, is the simplest. 
Shouldn’t the most expensive Christmas present 
we give be the one to Jesus, Whose birthday we’re 
celebrating? Risen and glorified, He needs nothing 
we have. But His Body, the Church, continues Je-
sus’ mission here on earth and always needs ad-
ditional resources.

Time and Talent may be a little more compli-
cated, but can’t we spend a little more of our time 
in worship and prayer? Maybe you can attend 
Mass each day of the Christmas Octave.  Have your  

family gather for prayers 
together in the morn-
ing or at dinner, in 
preparation for 
Christmas Day 
and through the 
Christmas sea-
son.

And there are 
so many opportu-
nities to share our 
Talent! Sing in the 
choir for the Christmas 
Masses. Help decorate the 
Church. Cook or bake for some-
one who is shut-in. Invite someone who will be 
alone to share Christmas dinner with your family. 
Offer to work in a soup kitchen. The possibilities 
are endless.

With a little planning, we can make this hec-
tic time one of real blessing both for ourselves and 
others. Pray for me that I can keep Christmas prop-
erly, and I’ll pray for you. And by the way, have a 
merry Christmas!

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Rev. Daniel J. Vogelpohl
Pastor

Stewardship Possibilities are Endless 
at Christmas

A Letter From Our Pastor

Dear Parishioners,
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Bringing God’s Care: The Homebound Ministry

It’s easy to take things for 
granted when you have your 

health. From accomplishing 
what you want during the day, 
to going to wherever you’d like, 
most of us don’t give a second 
thought to the ease and freedom 
that exists in our daily choices. 
When someone is homebound, 
due to age or illness — whether 
temporarily or on a long-term 
basis — they lose their inde-
pendence. And for those who 
are unable to travel to Mass or 
other parish functions, they of-
ten lose their ability to be united 
with the family of God, as well. 

Although it has become less 
active in recent years, there are 
still a number of people who reach 
out to visit or make meals for fel-
low parishioners when the need 
arises. Marianne Meyer hopes that our Homebound 
Ministry will become vitalized and expand into a more 
formal ministry — one that is based on parishioners 
skills, interests and desire to serve others, from cook-
ing or housecleaning, to even just stopping in to chat. 

“It could be taking a meal to somebody if they’re 
sick, or helping if somebody needs a ride to a doc-
tor’s appointment or someplace,” Marianne says. 
“Maybe it could be bringing meals if someone’s 
coming home with a new baby or from the hospital, 
or if your own parents are out of town and your 
children would just like to adopt grandparents, 
that would be perfect.”

Whether you’re a single young adult or a grand-
ma bringing a meal to a new mom and her family, 
or a young family or recent retiree who stops by to 
visit and chat with an elderly parishioner or bring 
them to a doctor’s appointment, these encoun-
ters are a chance to see God in the face of others 

and open your heart to another  
person. 

“This is a way that we can let 
people know they’re still a part 
of our parish family and we do 
still care about them and want 
to help them in practical ways,” 
Marianne says. “It’s like the Gos-
pel tells us, saying you’re going 
to pray for somebody, but not 
doing anything about it — that 
doesn’t mean a whole lot.”

Especially in a world where 
multigenerational activities are 
becoming fewer and fewer, the 
Homebound Ministry can be an 
opportunity to meet people and 
begin friendships outside of your 
everyday circles. 

“There’s wisdom to be gained 
from older people and enthusi-
asm to be gained from younger 

people,” Marianne says. “If you bring your young 
children to visit an elderly parishioner, there’s 
something to be learned and the older person is 
revitalized when somebody younger visits them.”

“If you go to a certain Mass every weekend, you 
don’t know the people who go to the other Mass-
es,” she adds. “This is a way to connect people who 
might not see each other on a regular basis and 
you can develop a wonderful friendship.”

Marianne notes that this ministry is a great way to 
live out the works of mercy in our everyday lives. 

“We’re called to feed the hungry, and there 
are people who are hungry for all different kinds 
of things,” she says. “It might be food for a home-
less person or a post-partum mom, or it could be 
company for an elderly person who’s lonely. But it’s 
what we’re called to do.”

Through this ministry, Marianne hopes that 
parishioners will know the love and care of their 

In cooking for others, parishioners like 
Rosie Kennedy help them know the love of 
their brothers and sisters in Christ, even 

when they aren’t physically present.
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Bringing God’s Care: The Homebound Ministry

Ushers Ministry continued from front cover

take up the collection and are responsible for find-
ing a family to take up the gifts. 

“We have a lot of families at the 11:30 a.m. Sunday 
Mass, but some Masses don’t have those numbers,” 
Gary says. “The kids get a lot out of taking up the gifts.”

There are other duties, such as handing out bul-
letins as the congregation leaves; offering everyone 
a warm farewell; tidying up the pews after Mass; re-
turning the missals to the holders; and making sure 
the restrooms are clean. An important task is mak-
ing sure the Diocesan Annual Appeal materials are 
placed in the pews and collected, when necessary.

“I think my team does a pretty good job and 
they enjoy doing it,” Gary says.

There is no age restriction on being an usher.
“We’ll take a young person, as long as they 

can follow the instructions and do what the priest 
wants them to do, greet and talk to adults, such as 
offering a farewell as people leave when they hand 
out the bulletins,” Gary says.

There is some training involved, although in most 
cases the ushers learn the duties along the way.

“You learn all the time,” Gary says. “People 
maybe ask about where they can get holy water. 
We direct them. There are a lot of times when the 
restrooms need supplies or maintenance. Some-
times a parishioner will have health issues. We 
find a nurse or doctor to come and take care of 
that person, and get the squad there for more 
treatment, if needed. Sometimes someone needs 
a drink of water — we try to plan for that.”

On a personal level, Gary became an usher fol-
lowing his conversion on Holy Saturday in 2000. 
His RCIA sponsor, the late Roger Kathman, was 
an usher who invited Gary to join the ministry. In 
2001, Gary was asked to be head usher.

For Gary, being an usher means he has been 
able to make new friends and get to know others in 
the parish.

“I enjoy seeing people who are very good ac-
quaintances,” he says. “We can have some small 
talk, and I enjoy speaking with them and even out-
side of Mass. I have a lot of friends due to being an 
usher. I feel I have made a host of friends.”

If anyone is interested in becoming an usher, they may contact Gary Massie at gmassie@twc.com.

brothers and sisters in Christ, even when they 
aren’t physically present. 

“I hope that they feel God’s love expressed 
through us, that they’re not alone, and they’re still 
a part of our church community and we’re lessened 
by them not being a part of it on a regular basis,” 
Marianne says. “I hope that we’re expressing the 
love of Christ through what we do.”

If you would like more information, or to become involved with the Homebound Ministry,
please contact Marianne Meyer in the parish office at 859-331-4302 or mmeyer@bscky.org. 

Marianne encourages parishioners to consider 
becoming involved in the Homebound Ministry.

“It would be nice if it could be more organized 
and more people could get involved,” she says. 
“Anytime that I’ve ever been involved in an out-
reach like this, it’s always been more rewarding for 
me than the effort I put in. You expend so little, but 
get so much.”
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Offering Our Love 
and Adoration to Jesus

Eucharistic Adoration is the ado-
ration of Jesus Christ present in 

the Holy Eucharist. Churches that 
have this adoration display the Eu-
charist in a special holder called a 
monstrance, and people come to pray 
and worship Jesus.

Christ’s great love for us was 
shown when He was crucified on the 
cross to pay the penalty for our sins 
and give us eternal life. He loves us 
without limit, and offers Himself to us 
in the Holy Sacrament of the Eucha-
rist. Can we not give Jesus a few min-
utes of love and adoration in return?

What is the importance of Eucharis-
tic Adoration?

Eucharistic Adoration is the respect and worship 
we give to Jesus, who is truly present to us under 
the appearance of bread and wine. The Eucharist is a 
priceless treasure; by not only celebrating it but also 
by praying before it outside of Mass, we are enabled 
to make contact with the very wellspring of grace.

What are the fruits of Eucharistic Adoration?
People who observe Eucharistic Adoration experi-

ence a deeper devotion to Jesus, and this manifests 
itself in countless ways. The primary fruits are repen-
tance and conversion, which lead to increased char-
ity — that is, the love of Christ alive in His people. 
The adoration of Jesus in the Eucharist also leads to 
greater reverence at Mass, a deeper desire for person-
al holiness, and a stronger sense of union with the 
parish and the whole Church. Ever since the early 
centuries of Christianity, the Church has linked Eu-
charistic Devotion to service to the poor. The practice 
has, more recently, led to an increase in vocations to 
the priesthood, diaconate and religious life.

What is proper etiquette during 
Eucharistic Adoration?

When we are not taking part in 
vocal prayers and hymns with other 
adorers, we should be praying silent-
ly. Whenever we pass before the place 
where the Sacred Host is reserved, 
we should genuflect. We should ob-
serve the modest dress and decorum 
that are appropriate to very solemn 
occasions. We should avoid any ac-
tions that might disturb or distract 
others, or otherwise draw attention 
to ourselves rather than Jesus.

How should we pray during 
Eucharistic Adoration?

There are many ways to pray. We may medi-
tate in silence by gazing on the Sacred Host. We 
may silently speak to Jesus from our mind and 
heart. We may also rely on devotions and prayers 
from Catholic tradition, such as the reading of 
Scripture, recitation of the Rosary, or the litanies. 
When two or more are gathered before the Sacra-
ment, they may pray or sing hymns together.

What is the best way to promote Eucharistic 
Adoration?

The best way to promote Eucharistic Adora-
tion is by doing it! Make frequent visits to Je-
sus at the tabernacle. Invite your spouse, your 
children, your neighbors and co-workers to join 
you. As the Catechism of the Catholic Church re-
minds us, “Because Christ himself is present 
in the sacrament of the altar, he is to be hon-
ored with the worship of adoration. ‘To visit the 
Blessed Sacrament is… a proof of gratitude, an 
expression of love, and a duty of adoration to-
ward Christ our Lord’” (1418).

Join us for Adoration at Blessed Sacrament on Wednesdays from 9:45 a.m. to 6:15 p.m. All are welcome!
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Ministry of Praise Engaging
Disconnected Parishioners through Prayer

If there is one thing we as humans 
all crave, it’s connection. Whether 

it’s through social media, the par-
ish, or a community group, we all 
need to know that there are others 
in our world who care about us. We 
also have a need to give of ourselves 
to others. As we age, those needs 
don’t change, even if our abilities 
and circumstances do.

The Ministry of Praise was 
created to help fulfill those 
needs for senior citizens and 
homebound parishioners who 
can’t make it to Mass. They can 
still support the ministry of the 
parish through their prayers.

“They are commissioned to pray 
every day for the parish,” explains 
coordinator Mary Margaret Cole. 
“That’s the only thing they have to 
do. No dues, no meetings — just 
pray for the parish every day.” 

Mary Margaret says the Ministry 
of Praise got its start in 1998, when 
Fr. Mark Witte was serving Blessed 
Sacrament as parochial vicar. 

“He’d been in Chicago at a par-
ish where they did this and he liked 
the idea and thought it would be 
good if our parish did it.” she says. 
“I thought, ‘Yeah, this is something 
I could do because I like to write.’ It 
mostly involves writing. It’s a way 
to connect with parishioners who 
can’t always make it to church.”

Mary Margaret shares her 
talent for writing in Reflections, 
a monthly leaflet that Ministry 
of Praise members receive that 
keeps them up to date on ways in 

which to direct their prayer inten-
tions. She tailors each copy of Re-
flections to the season and writes a 
two-page article that corresponds 
to the seasonal theme.

“In March, I do one for Lent,” 
Mary Margaret says. “In the  
summers, it’s more of a laid-back 
theme — like in August, we talked 
about water. The beginning always 
has a scriptural connection, so 

continued on back cover

Reflections, a monthly publication of the Ministry of Praise, has an eye-catching 
design that invites ministry members, parishioners, and church visitors to 
pick up a copy. Ministry of Praise coordinator Mary Margaret Cole uses issues 
of Reflections to help homebound parishioners, as stewards of prayer, stay 

connected and help further the mission of the Church.

I’ll take a quote from Scripture or 
pick an inspiring quote. We’ll talk 
about it through the body of the 
piece and then at the end, there 
are questions to think about, and 
then a few intentions.”

Mary Margaret says she takes 
joy in choosing the cover for Re-
flections each month, striving to 
choose a picture or a theme that 
is both eye-catching and fits the 



LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 4 p.m. | Sunday: 8, 9:30 & 11:30 a.m. | Weekdays: Monday-Friday, 6:30 a.m. and 10 a.m.; Saturday 10 a.m.

Holy Days: 7 p.m. (prior day Vigil, excluding All Saints Day) 6:30 & 10 a.m.

Eucharistic Exposition: Wednesdays following Mass — Benediction to close exposition: 6:15 p.m.

SACRAMENTAL RECONCILIATION
Saturday: 2:30-3:30 p.m.|Thursday before First Friday: 10:30 a.m. |Third Tuesday: 6:30-7:30 p.m.

2409 Dixie Highway 
Ft. Mitchell, KY 41017

Phone: (859) 331-4302
www.BSCKY.org

Blessed
  Sacrament

Ministry of Praise  continued from page 7

subject matter. That way, when a person receives 
the publication through the mail or picks one up 
at the church, they’re prompted to take a look and 
hopefully incorporate it into their prayer life.

“A lot of people, once they’re in a nursing home, 
they feel unconnected from their parish except for 
anyone who visits them,” Mary Margaret says. “Father 
has said it’s an interesting way to let people who are 
not connected know that we care about them still.” It’s 
also an invitation to participate in the ministry of the 
Church through prayer, and a reminder that all of us 
have something to give and all gifts are valued.

If you or a homebound loved one would like to get involved with the Ministry of Praise, please contact Mary 
Margaret Cole at 859-341-1536 or Marianne Meyer at the parish office at 859-331-4302.

“They are commissioned to pray 

every day for the parish. That’s 

the only thing they have to do. 

No dues, no meetings — just 

pray for the parish every day.” 

— Mary Margaret Cole


