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Becoming stewards in community

Though presents and gift giving 
have long been associated with 

the Christmas season, few of us think 
of them as methods of evangelization. 
But that’s precisely what it has be-
come through Blessed Sacrament’s 
annual Santa Sack Ministry. Working 
in collaboration with St. Paul Catholic 
Mission in McKee, Ky., Blessed Sac-
rament parishioners were once again 
able to physically spread the joy and 
love of Christ this past Advent to chil-
dren in need.

“When you go down there and see the way the people live in that area, 
you just want to give and help any way you can,” says parishioner and 
longtime ministry coordinator Jay Thamann.

“The children are so happy to receive these gifts each year and it just 
warms your heart to be able to help in some way,” adds Kathy Thamann, 
Jay’s wife. “Then, too, there are very few Catholics in that area and, un-
fortunately, Catholics are not thought of positively by a lot of people. So 
I think this helps change that perspective, bringing joy to people who 
don’t know much about the Catholic faith.”

Jay and Kathy have been involved in the Santa Sacks for more than 
30 years, organizing the distribution and collection of the Christmas 

Santa Sacks Brought the Joy
and Love of Christ to Children in Need 
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Stewardship
Hannah, the Good Steward

What should we do when 
our prayers are answered?

Is there anything left to do 
after we have sincerely thanked 
God for His favors? If God were 
a human peer, we would prob-
ably try to reciprocate by grant-
ing Him a favor in return. But 
the truth is that God cannot be 
made greater by anything that 
we do for Him. Instead, God  

receives our thanks and tells us 
to “go and do likewise.” That is, 
He tells us to share with others 
the good that He has bestowed 
on us. And in doing so, we are 
really sharing God Himself. That 
is the definition of stewardship!

The Old Testament Book of 
Samuel contains one of the most 
poignant examples of steward-
ship in the entire Bible. The first 

chapter teaches us of an unhap-
py, barren woman named Han-
nah. Desperate in her barren-
ness, Hannah prays that God will 
give her a son, vowing that she 
will raise him to be a man of God.

Imagine Hannah’s elation 
when she was granted her prayer! 
When Samuel was born, her 
heart’s desire had come true! 
Imagine further the pang of moth-
erly sorrow, as Hannah kept her 
promise to God by taking Samuel 
at a young age to be the servant 
of Eli, the high priest. The Book of 
Samuel tells us that once Samuel 
became Eli’s servant, Hannah saw 
her young son just once a year.

Indeed, Hannah knew that 
Samuel was truly a gift from God – 
an answered prayer. Hannah’s re-
sponse is that of the Good Steward 
– with an attitude of both gratitude 
and sacrifice, she gave up her son 
to honor God. One imagines that 
Hannah probably struggled with 
this sacrifice during those first 
years. She probably did not know 
what God had in store for her son. 
Yet, through her faithfulness, God 
used him as a gift to an entire na-
tion. Samuel would, in time, be-
come one of the greatest prophets 
of Jewish history.

Sometimes it is difficult to un-
derstand the sacrifices we make 
in the name of stewardship, while 
the results may just be impossible 
to miss! However, He asks that we 
continue to be faithful in either case. 
God has undoubtedly bestowed 
gifts on all of us – at whatever the 
cost, we are to “go and do likewise.”
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As we arrive at the New Year, it is customary that we make resolutions, 
which hopefully will be carried out during the course of the year. So many 
times these resolutions pertain to our physical lives — we resolve to ex-
ercise more, build a healthier diet, become more organized, etc. These 
resolutions may also involve the mental aspect of our lives — reading 
more, attending more cultural events, and so forth.

Too often we forget about the spiritual part of our lives. Our souls 
need to be tended too, and we need to make sure that we are deepening 
our relationship with God throughout the entire year. 

I would like to give you a list of possible spiritual resolutions. While 
it might seem difficult for one person to undertake all of these, hopefully 
anyone can try several of these resolutions at one time or a number of them 
throughout the year.

 
• Attend Mass once a week over and above weekend liturgies.
• Spend an hour (or any amount of time) in Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament once a week.
• Pray the Liturgy of the Hours (the Divine Office) at least once a day. 
• Read and meditate on a chapter of Scripture a day.
• Take up a devotion of the Church (e.g. Rosary, Stations, novena, other prayers, etc.) and pray it daily.
• Read a spiritual book once a month.
• Make a morning offering as you begin your day, then an examination of conscience as you end your day. 
• Offer a prayer of blessing/thanksgiving before/after a meal. 
• Take time to pray daily with your spouse/family. 
• As an individual or a family, take time once a week to do some form of charitable work — visiting 

those who are homebound or in a nursing home, do some work for an elderly friend or neighbor, 
bring food to someone in need, etc. 

This is not an exhaustive list, but hopefully it gives you an idea that the small things done with great 
love can make a world of difference — both in your life and the lives of others.

Do not try to overdo any of these, but build up to doing them on a regular basis, thus laying a reason-
able foundation upon which to build. Enjoy doing these resolutions, and see what a blessing they are for 
you and others

Let us pray that 2019 will be a year of grace and favor from God. I wish you and yours a very happy 
New Year!

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Rev. Daniel J. Vogelpohl
Pastor

New Year’s Resolutions

A Letter From Our Pastor

Dear Parishioners,
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Blessed Sacrament’s Centennial Celebration Offers “Something for Everyone”

For nearly a century, Blessed Sacrament has been 
an integral part of the local community, and Ju-

lie Fortner and Barb Salzman, the Co-Chairs of the 
Centennial Committee, have devoted several months 
to organizing opportunities for us to 
celebrate our parish. 

“This celebration is about you, for 
you and with you,” Barb says. “Come 
be involved and celebrate, because 
there is something for everyone!”

Julie and Barb coordinated the 
celebration of the 40th anniversary of 
Fr. Dan Vogelpohl’s ordination, and 
they were excited to begin planning 
the Centennial Celebration. 

“This is our way of giving to God 
and giving back to this church, 
which has given to our community 
for 100 years,” Julie says. “It is a way for both of us to 
be servants to the parish.”

The year of celebration begins on June 22, the Sat-
urday following Corpus Christi, with an opening Mass 
with Bishop Foys and a formal dinner for which tick-
ets will be sold in the Spring. 

“Since we’re the church of the Blessed Sacra-
ment, many of the events planned relate to the Eu-
charist,” Barb says. “With the opening Mass, we’re 
also going to do a groundbreaking ceremony for the 
new Adoration Chapel.”

Each month for a year, specific events have been 
planned to celebrate our parish’s heritage. In some 
cases, the Centennial Committee coordinated with al-
ready existing community events.  

“Every one of these monthly events has a chair, 
and we couldn’t do this without them,” Julie says. “We 
have many fantastic and creative people at Blessed 
Sacrament who love the church and give of their time 
and talent.”

In July, Fr. Dan will be the parade marshal at the 
annual parade, and the committee has a tent and ac-
tivities planned for parishioners. In August, the com-
mittee will have a booth at the annual Corn Roast, 
a fundraiser for the Athletic Department, with some 

memorabilia items. 
On Sept. 22, one of the bigger events planned for 

the celebratory year will be the Centennial Family Pic-
nic on Blessed Sacrament’s campus. 

“Instead of emphasizing ‘decades’ 
we’re focusing on different ‘shep-
herds’ and the eras of those pastors,” 
Barb says. “We’re going to have a 
game or food item for each era. We 
have a 93-year-old parishioner who 
does remember the early years and 
even our first pastor!”

In October the Sounds of the 
Century concert will include perfor-
mances by local groups, including 
Blessed Sacrament Chorale, Men’s 
Choir, Blessed Sacrament String 
Ensemble, Bells, and Women’s 

Choir, Covington Catholic Ensemble, Notre Dame En-
semble and St. Henry District High School Choir.

“There will be CDs made of the concert,” Julie says. 
“Also, Steve Janco will be writing a song specifically for 
the centennial.” 

A service project on campus and in the commu-
nity will take place in November, and it will be followed 
by an opportunity for fellowship with decade-themed 
drinks. In December there will be a New Year’s Eve 
parish party for all the parishioners, from children to 
seniors, to enjoy. 

On Jan. 26, 2020, three churches will offer tours 
of their 100-year-old structures.

“There will be a docent-led tour of the Cathedral 
Basilica of the Assumption in Covington,” Barb says. 
“Also, there will be tours of Mother of God and Blessed 
Sacrament.”

On Feb. 14, 2020, there will be a Mass and re-
ception for couples to commemorate their marriages 
along with champagne, heavy hors d’oeuvres and fun 
activities. Then in March of 2020 there will be an op-
portunity for fellowship while watching March Mad-
ness and enjoying a fish fry.

“On April 1 and April 2, 2020, we’re hoping for a 
two-day Lenten Mission the week before Holy Week 

(From left) Julie Fortner and 
Barb Salzman, Co-Chairs of the 

Centennial Committee
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for a couple of hours each 
evening,” Julie says. 

On May 10, 2020, the 
committee has planned to co-
ordinate with the parish’s an-
nual May crowning ceremony 
for a special crowning cer-
emony. Then in June there 
will be 40 Hours Devotion in 
the new Adoration Chapel.

Throughout the year 
there will be different mem-
orabilia items for parishio-
ners. One item that each 
parishioner will be given is 
a parish history book de-
signed by James Ott. A 
sketch of the church made 
by Curt Stegman will be 
available for sale at the Corn 
Roast. There will also be a 
craft whiskey for sale and 
an ornament of the church 
for sale before Christmas. 

“Also parishioner John 
McCoy is making a large 
acrylic painting on canvas of 
the church that will be raffled 
off at the closing celebration,” 
Barb says. “The proceeds will 
pay for him to make paintings 
in the Adoration Chapel.”

After a lively year of mem-
orable events, the Centen-
nial Celebration will conclude 
with a closing Mass and cel-
ebration on June 14, 2020.

“Come be involved in 
these events right from the 
opening Mass,” Julie says. 
“Anyone interested in help-
ing with a specific event can 
reach out to its chair.”

Centenary Celebration Committee (CCC) and Event Directors 

June 22, 2019 Opening Mass, dinner    Julie Fortner
   and celebration   juliefortner@gmail.com
        Barb Salzman
        gbsalzman@gmail.com

July 4, 2019 Pre-parade and parade float   Lisa Moellering
        moellering.lisa@gmail.com

Aug. 16, 2019 Corn roast presence   Julie Fortner
        Barb Salzman

Sept. 22, 2019 Centennial Family Picnic   Grace Neltner
        neltner448@gmail.com

Oct. 20, 2019 Sounds of the Century Concert  Matt Spencer
        mspencer@bscky.org

Nov. 9, 2019 Outreach and Happy Hour  Rosanne Thomas
        rthomas@bscky.org
        Jay Thamann
        jaythamann@yahoo.com
        Chris Hiltz
        familywatch@fuse.net
        Barb Becraft
        becraft5@icloud.com

Dec. 31, 2019 New Year’s Eve Parish Party   Suzanne Deathridge
        eventspluspr@gmail.com

Jan. 26, 2020 Tour of Cathedral, Mother of God Julie Fortner
   and Blessed Sacrament   Barb Salzman

Feb. 14, 2020 Marriage Celebration    Michele Garvey
        megjjg@gmail.com
        Anita Wagner
        raw145@msn.com

March, 2020  March Madness with Fish Fry  Jim Fortner 
        fortnerjaf@gmail.com

April 1-2, 2020  Lenten Mission    Jim Fortner

May 10, 2020  May Crowning    

June, 2020  40 Hours Devotion    Blaine Comfort
        comfort@zoomtown.com

June 14, 2020 Closing Mass and Celebration   Julie Fortner
        Barb Salzman

If you would like more information about the Centennial Celebration, please reach out 
to Julie Fortner at juliefortner@gmail.com or Barb Salzman at gbsalzman@gmail.com.
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A Significant Moment in Our Prayer
The Presentation of the Gifts

Occasionally, you might hear someone jokingly 
refer to “halftime” during Mass – the interval 

following the Prayers of the Faithful, as the Liturgy 
of the Eucharist begins. It can be easy, even tempt-
ing, to zone out as you sit, waiting for the collection 
basket to make its way to your pew. 

But if you pay attention, you’ll have the oppor-
tunity to enter into something deeper – a signifi-
cant moment in our prayer.

It’s mentioned by St. Justin Martyr, one of the 
earliest Christian writers, when describing the 
Mass in the second century, “Bread is brought up 
and wine and water…” 

This practice, of people bringing up the gifts, 
has been part of our Catholic tradition from the 
very beginning. Although we might think of this ac-
tion as being merely practical, in reality, it serves a 
much deeper spiritual purpose.  

Each Sunday Mass, someone is chosen, wheth-
er an usher, or another member of the parish, to 
bring forward “the gifts” – bread, wine, and in many 
cases, the collection of money that has been gath-
ered moments before, from the generosity of the 
congregation. These gifts not only symbolize, but 
also in reality, are the work of human hands. The 
bread and wine are fruit of God’s creation, which, 
through the effort of human hands, are made into 
the gifts that we present to the Lord. 

Certainly, the collection that is presented to the 
priest also serves to represent the work and sacri-
fices of the previous week. Sharing our monetary 
“treasures” is one of the ways that we embrace 
stewardship. It’s an opportunity to generously give 
back to the Lord, from the fruit of our work. 

In his book What Happens At Mass, Fr. Jeremy 
Driscoll, OSB explains, “…We should not think of 
the collection of money at this point as some sort 
of banal, dirty but necessary affair. Money is our 
work. Money is hours of our lives. And now we give 
it away, we sacrifice it, for the work of the Church.”

In his letter to the Romans, St. Paul instructs 
Christians to “offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, 

holy and pleasing to God” (Romans 12:1). 
The physical act of carrying the gifts forward to 

the priest is meant to serve as a tangible reminder 
of the fact that we are all called to stewardship. We 
are all called to present to God our lives – our work, 
our talents, the struggles and victories of the past 
week – as an offering and gift to God.

Those who bring forward the gifts each week 
have the privilege and responsibility of remem-
bering what their action represents – that we are 
called to give generously of our time, talent and 
treasure to God, who gives us His very self, at 
Mass. And for those sitting in the pews, tempted 
to “check out” for a few minutes, seeing the gifts 
being brought forward should serve as a powerful 
reminder to offer our lives back to God, through 
serving and honoring Him.

So next week, don’t just sit back and wait for 
the “halftime show.” Come to Mass a few minutes 
early and approach an usher to ask if you and/or 
your family may bring up the gifts that week. Don’t 
be surprised if you start to notice a change in your 
heart and a desire to be even more generous with 
God in the coming week!
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Catholic Schools Week Celebrates Just How 
Catholic Education Makes a Difference

Planning is wrapping up for Blessed Sacrament 
School’s celebration of Catholic Schools Week, 

which takes place in Catholic schools across the 
country from Jan. 27 through Feb. 2. There are 
plenty of activities planned, both for students to 
have fun and to remind us of the glorious differ-
ence Catholic schools make for our children.

Principal Dan Steffen and the planning commit-
tee have been working since before Thanksgiving to 
plan the activities, all along the theme of “Learn. 
Serve. Lead. Succeed.”

A school open house on Sunday, Jan. 27 will 
start the week and will offer parishioners an oppor-
tunity to tour Blessed Sacrament School.

“We want our parishioners to see the types of 
kids we form — that Catholic schools produce,” 
Mr. Steffen says. “It’s important to see the type of 
people our kids become, because of what we can do 
with our Catholic faith.”

Besides being able to provide an atmosphere 
grounded in our Catholic faith, our Blessed  Sac-
rament School provides our students with high 
quality academics. 

“We offer the same docket of courses [found 
in public schools], and the data is out there that 
Catholic school students out-perform those in pub-
lic schools,” Mr. Steffen says. 

On Monday, Jan. 28, the day will open with a 
prayer service.

“Through the week we will focus on our Catholic 
faith,” Mr. Steffen says. “We will have service proj-
ects in each grade, and there will be an all-school 
Mass on Friday.”

All during the week the students will enjoy ac-
tivities that will let them know they can have fun at 
Catholic school — “no homework night” is one ex-
ample! They’ll also know during the week that they 
and their parents are appreciated — and thanked 

— for choosing Catholic school.
Students will be dismissed early on Friday, and 

faculty and staff will be treated to a luncheon to thank 
them for their work as Catholic school teachers.

The difference that Catholic schools can make 
for our children is important to Mr. Steffen. And 
he also acknowledges the sacrifices Catholic school 
teachers make to teach in this setting.

“Catholic Schools Week puts a focus on how we’re 
able to be different, able to do what public schools 
can’t,” he says. “We support the students through 
our faith, and talk about our faith openly. The stu-
dents pray together each week, and it’s nice to have 
that touchpoint — to start in prayer together.”

The celebration of Catholic Schools Week is a 
concentrated week of appreciating what Catholic 
schools can do.

“It’s like Veterans’ Day,” Mr. Steffen says. “It’s 
the same idea. All year we think about the differ-
ence we make, but it’s nice to call attention and 
remember what makes Catholic school special, our 
ability to infuse everything with our faith.”

Open enrollment will officially begin in February. To schedule a tour, or if you have questions, 
please contact the school at 859-331-3062 or bssoffice@bssky.org.

A rocking program was one of the activities the students 
at Blessed Sacrament School enjoyed last year during 

Catholic Schools Week.



LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 4 p.m. | Sunday: 8, 9:30 & 11:30 a.m. | Weekdays: Monday-Friday, 6:30 a.m. and 10 a.m.; Saturday 10 a.m.

Holy Days: 7 p.m. (prior day Vigil, excluding All Saints Day) 6:30 & 10 a.m.

Eucharistic Exposition: Wednesdays following Mass — Benediction to close exposition: 6:15 p.m.

SACRAMENTAL RECONCILIATION
Saturday: 2:30-3:30 p.m.|Thursday before First Friday: 10:30 a.m. |Third Tuesday: 6:30-7:30 p.m.

2409 Dixie Highway 
Ft. Mitchell, KY 41017

Phone: (859) 331-4302
www.BSCKY.org
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Santa Sacks continued from front cover

sacks. Yet, say the Thamanns, it’s truly the 
Blessed Sacrament parishioners’ immense gen-
erosity that makes this ministry possible year 
after year, allowing us to once again provide 
Christmas presents for more than 300 children.

“Without parishioner support, this ministry would 
be truly impossible,” Kathy says. “It takes so many pa-
rishioners helping out and contributing, and we have 
been truly blessed to see the generosity year after year 
from our parishioners. The parishioners continue to 
be so generous in their support of the program.”

“It’s been such a blessing for us to witness 
the parish family’s continual support for this 
ministry,” Jay says. “They are always so eager 
to help and spread the love of Christ to others.”

This was true once again this year when the 

Thamanns collected hundreds of generously 
filled sacks the weekend of Dec. 1-2. These gifts 
were then transported to St. Paul Catholic Mis-
sion, where they were handed out by Santa Claus 
on Sunday, Dec. 9, following the Mission parish’s 
traditional Christmas Pageant. And though the 
actual gift giving has since come and gone, the 
seeds planted by those Santa Sacks continue to 
blossom and grow as children in need experience 
firsthand the generous love of our Heavenly Fa-
ther, perhaps for the very first time in their lives.

“The St. Paul parishioners are really out 
there in the trenches, evangelizing through their 
outreach,” Jay says. “And through our own par-
ish family’s generosity, we were once again able 
to help with that.”


