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Becoming stewards in community

When he was ordained a priest 
in the Catholic Church 25 

years ago, Fr. Damian Hils knew 
that God would call him wherever 
he was most needed. For the first 
years of his priesthood, that meant 
that Fr. Damian experienced 
life in chilly North Dakota, far 
removed from his native Kentucky. 
However, after several assignments 
here in the Diocese of Covington,  
Fr. Damian is thrilled to be called 
to serve in the place where his faith 
first took root — his home parish of 
Blessed Sacrament!

From the very beginning, Fr. 
Damian’s life was deeply immersed 
in his family’s Catholic faith.

“I was born in a Catholic hospital, 
went to a Catholic grade school, 
a Catholic high school, Catholic 
college, and Catholic graduate 
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school,” he says. “So I almost always had a nun 
or priest teaching me in the classroom.”

Fr. Damian knew as early as seventh grade 
that the Lord was calling him to a vocation 
in the Church, though he had no idea what 
shape his path to the priesthood might take. 
After attending Blessed Sacrament School and 
St. Xavier High School, he studied history at 
Thomas More University. He went on to earn 
a graduate degree in medieval history at Notre 
Dame University and graduate studies in 
architecture at the University of Illinois. With a 
great deal of schooling already under his belt, 
Fr. Damian then traveled to Connecticut for six 
years of seminary!

Following his ordination on June 3, 1995, 
Fr. Damian spent 11 years serving as a priest 
in North Dakota. Interestingly enough, it was a 
Diocese of Covington bishop who first led him to 
the northern reaches of North Dakota.

“When I was studying history at Thomas 
More, I wrote a thesis on Bishop T. Mulloy, who 
served as Bishop of Covington from 1945 to 
1959,” Fr. Damian says. “I went out to North 
Dakota where he was from and interviewed his 
remaining family and priests who had known 
him and saw where he was born. While I was 
there, I stayed with the bishop of Fargo and he 
was very kind and gracious to me and asked me 
to be a priest there. So in a way, Walsh County 
gave Covington Bishop Mulloy, and Covington 
gave Walsh County Fr. Hils!”

Serving in a prairie town in North Dakota, Fr. 
Damian had to quickly adjust to the long, cold 
winters with temperatures dipping down to 40 
degrees below zero. He began to appreciate even 
more the value of reading, and, most of all, drew 
inspiration from his parishioners.

“What I really learned was the resilience of 
the farmers in North Dakota,” he says. “They 

are incredibly self-reliant, and I really came 
to admire that. They are just strong people 
and hearty people and great people, and I was 
privileged to serve them for 11 years.”

During his time in Walsh County, Fr. Damian 
founded the St. Gianna’s Maternity Home in 
Minto, N.D., using his architectural talents to 
fill a great need in the community.

“There was an abandoned convent that I 
would see every day while I was walking to the 
church, and I thought, ‘God didn’t have me 
study architecture just to stare at this empty 
building,’” he says. “So the bishop had me list 
five possible uses for the building, and one was 
a home for mothers and babies.”

Fr. Damian joined forces with Mary Pat 
Jahner, a former Indian reservation grade school 
teacher, and in two years they had the home up 
and running.

“There are lots of stories of miracles from 
that home,” Fr. Damian says. “We had limited 
resources and the odds were against us. I had 
so many people tell me it would never open. I 
designed it and had to raise the money for it, 

continued on page 5

“I’m looking forward to 
getting to reacquaint myself 
with old friends and getting 

to know people I’ve never 
met. There are so many 

beautiful people at Blessed 
Sacrament, and I look 

forward to serving them.” 
— FR. DAMIAN HILS
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To those of you who have been actively 
participating in the life of our parish but have 

been forced to stay away due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, welcome home!

To those of you who haven’t been to church in 
years and decided to renew your faith, welcome 
back, and welcome home!

During these past few months, we have 
experienced some of the most challenging and 
unnerving times in the history of our nation and 
Church. As we start to emerge from the darkness of 
this crisis and return to Mass and parish activities 
and ministries, we feel blessed and excited.

Excited to see familiar faces.
Excited to see new faces.
Excited to see faces of those we haven’t seen 

in a while but decided to come back!
In times like these, when nothing seems to 

make sense, we are so very glad you are here. 
The timing of your return is perfect, because the 
truth is we need Christ now more than ever.

Whether you have simply been forced to stay 
away while public Masses were canceled, or if 
you have been away from the Church for many 
years, this crisis has changed us.

All of us.
We have had some extra time lately for 

introspection. For personal reflection. And for 

prayer. And perhaps during this era of isolation 
and social distancing, you have found yourself 
yearning for Christ more than ever before in the 
hopes of finding some meaning to all of this.

You have come to the right place.
As you walk through our doors for the first 

time in months — or perhaps even years — we 
hope you see the face of Christ in all those around 
you. We hope you find a welcoming parish family 
there to greet you, overjoyed by your return. 

As Christ tells us, from Matthew’s Gospel, “For 
I was a stranger, you welcomed me” (Mt. 25:35).

The truth is, there really are no strangers at 
our parish. So as you come back home to our 
parish, we hope and pray you experience that 
same spirit of kindness and hospitality from all 
your fellow parishioners.

Whether you’re a longtime parishioner, or 
someone who fell away from the Catholic Church 
and are now ready to become renewed in the 
faith, let us all remember to welcome all who 
enter our parish doors with open arms, smiling 
faces and a servant’s heart.

 By living out our calling as Christian 
stewards, we will all emerge from this dark time 
as a community of faith that is stronger than 
ever — together.

Welcome back. And welcome home.

Welcome Back... Welcome Home!
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Doing What God Created Him to Do:

As a child, faith was an intricate part of 
seminarian Michael Elmlinger’s life. His family 

attended Mass faithfully each Sunday, and he was 
fortunate to attend Catholic schools throughout 
his entire education — faith, in general, remained 
prominent in the Elmlinger household. In fact, it 
was Michael’s dad who actually first planted the 
idea of a priestly vocation in Michael’s mind.

“My dad just kind of dropped the idea one 
day, saying it would be nice to have a priest in 
the family,” Michael says. “At the time, I didn’t 
take that very seriously. But as time went on, 
especially in high school, that idea just continued 
to go around in my head.”

This continued to slowly take root in his heart, 
flourishing throughout Michael’s sophomore year 
in high school. Like most teenage boys, he would 
imagine different careers or life paths. Yet, nothing 
seemed to fit or give him peace other than thoughts 
of the priesthood.

“I thought of other things — business or the 
military,” Michael says. “But every time I thought of 
something else, it just didn’t seem right — whereas 
the priesthood always seemed right.”

And so he decided to give seminary life a 
try, filling out the paperwork for the Diocese of 
Covington, Ky., his senior year in high school and 
formally beginning his formation the following fall. 
Yet, while he had taken that initial leap to become 
a seminarian, Michael says he continued to battle 
with what he refers to as “cold feet,” still looking 
for — and maybe even hoping to discover — a sign 
that his vocation wasn’t for him.

“My first year and a half of seminary, you could 
kind of say I was looking for a reason to leave,” Michael 
says. “But the thing is, I could never find one. I would 
think I had found one at the moment, but as time 
went on it would seem God was telling me to stay 
just a little longer. And so eventually I would agree to 
stay longer. It wasn’t until my final year at the minor 

seminary in Columbus, Ohio, that I finally started to 
become fully at peace with the decision. I began to 
truly trust that God would bring me where I needed 
to be. And once I did that, it was like a major burden 
was lifted from my soldiers.”

Now fully at peace with his priestly calling, 
Michael is preparing to enter his second year of 
Theology at St. Vincent Seminary in Latrobe, Pa. 

“I can say with great certainty that this is what 
I’m called to do with my life and I’m happier than I 
have ever been,” Michael says.

As part of his preparation process, Michael has 
been assigned, once again, to Blessed Sacrament 
Parish for the summer months. Though his role has 
shifted a bit in light of the COVID-19 pandemic, he 
is excited to return to this blessed faith community, 
to get to know our parishioners a bit better, and to 

GETTING TO KNOW SEMINARIAN MICHAEL ELMLINGER

Our summer seminarian, Michael Elmlinger
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Doing What God Created Him to Do:

continue learning skills that will help him become 
a better priest.

“I think I’m really looking forward to getting 
to know the parishioners as much as I can, even 
more so than last summer,” Michael says. “Blessed 
Sacrament is a very close-knit community — 
many have been here their whole lives — and they 
have shown such great support to seminarians in 
general, and to me in particular. Their support and 
prayers is what really helps keep us seminarians 
grounded during the tougher days. It’s what gives 
us the motivation needed to keep on going.”

He would encourage other men who might be 
receiving a priestly calling to spend some time in 
prayer and silence, listening to the Lord speak. 
Only then can we each truly discern the Lord’s will 
for our lives.

“It’s not a vocation we make for ourselves,” 
Michael says. “It’s a vocation that God makes for 
us. The only way to know what He is calling us to 
is to actually listen to Him. So, it’s important to 
take time to listen how God is speaking to us each 
day — to learn how we encounter Him each day in 
our lives.”

“It’s not a vocation we make for ourselves. It’s a vocation 
that God makes for us. The only way to know what He is 

calling us to is to actually listen to Him. So, it’s important 
to take time to listen how God is speaking to us each day 
— to learn how we encounter Him each day in our lives.” 

— MICHAEL ELMLINGER

and we pulled it off. That’s probably the greatest 
thing I have done in my priesthood.”

Since returning to the Diocese of Covington, Fr. 
Damian has served as Pastor of Divine Mercy Parish 
in Bellevue and St. William’s in Williamstown. After 
25 years and many adventures in the priesthood, 
he is excited to be called to serve right here in his 
wonderful home parish and school. 

“I want to thank Fr. Dan Vogelpohl,” he says. 
“He’ll be a tough act to follow! Fr. Dan is an excellent 
administrator and has worked very well with the 

staff, and now I look forward to working with them. 
“My happiest memories come from Blessed 

Sacrament when I was in grade school,” Fr. 
Damian adds. “I want to serve the teachers the 
best I can. It’s a very outstanding faculty and 
the principal is wonderful, so it’s going to be a 
good experience. I’m looking forward to getting 
to reacquaint myself with old friends and getting 
to know people I’ve never met. There are so many 
beautiful people at Blessed Sacrament, and I 
look forward to serving them.”

Blessed Sacrament Extends a Warm “Welcome Home” 
to New Pastor, Fr. Damian Hils! continued from page 2

GETTING TO KNOW SEMINARIAN MICHAEL ELMLINGER
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A Year of Centennial Celebrations, 
Fellowship and   Community at Blessed Sacrament

One hundred years as a parish is worth 
celebrating — and celebrate we did over the 

last year! Although a few events were cancelled 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the centennial 
celebrations were still a success, say Co-Chairs 
Barb Salzman and Julie Fortner. 

Part of the celebrations included a history book, 
put together by Jim Ott, and various items that 
featured our centennial logo. Fr. Ricky Manalo 
also composed a song for the centennial called “O 
Sacrum Convivium” and a prayer was also written. 

Barb and Julie oversaw all of the centennial 
events, which amounted to an event each month 
from June 2019 to March 2020. Co-Chairs assisted 
in planning on all but three events. 

“All of the Co-Chairs were a huge help and they 
did a great job,” Julie says. “They were rock stars.”

It all started last June with the opening event, 
which was an outdoor, formal picnic complete with 
tents, white linens and fine china. 

This was a favorite event for both Julie and Barb. 
“It was a phenomenal year, all in all, and we are 

so happy with the participation of parishioners,” 
Barb says. 

About 375 people attended the catered event. 
“The opening was spectacular,” Julie says. 

“There was hardly anyone not smiling. It had 
rained for two weeks prior, every day. Even that day 
it rained, but when it was time to start, the heavens 
opened and there was nothing but blue sky.”

The opening was meant to bring together 
friends, new and old. 

“There was a table there of graduates from the 
1930s,” Barb says. “They are all in their 80s, and 
they were just so happy the whole time. They were 
as giddy as kids as they shared memories.” 

For July, there was a Fourth of July parade 
with Fr. Dan as grand marshal in a horse-drawn 
carriage. 

The fun continued in August. The group had 
a table with information and merchandise at the 
school’s annual Corn Roast. 

On Sept. 22, more than 1,000 people attended 
an outdoor picnic with food trucks, carnival 

 The children’s choir performs at the Sounds
 of the Century Concert.

A replica of Blessed Sacrament was constructed as a float 
for the parade. 
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A Year of Centennial Celebrations, 
Fellowship and   Community at Blessed Sacrament

games and more. 
October’s event was a musical event, the Sounds 

of the Century Concert. Music from each decade 
was featured and many of our parish’s choirs and 
ensembles performed. 

Clean-up day was in November. Parishioners 
helped beautify the campus, both inside and outside. 

The December event was a New Year’s Eve party, 
which was open to the whole family. 

In January, there was a bus tour of churches in 
the diocese followed by a potluck. 

To help celebrate marriage and Valentine’s Day, 
the February event was a marriage vow renewal 
with about 75 couples followed by couples playing 
the Newlywed Game. 

March’s event was the parish mission led by 
Fr. Jonathan Meyer with a theme of the Blessed 
Sacrament. 

April’s fish fry and the May Crowning events 
were canceled because of COVID-19 restrictions.

The June closing event was altered to include a 
car Rosary and a retirement “party” for Fr. Dan. Those 
in the car Rosary sang “we will, we will miss you,” 
altered from the Queen song “We Will Rock You.” On 
June 7, there was also a small retirement gathering 
held for Fr. Dan with mostly family and office staff. 

Barb and Julie hope to have an event to replace 
the cancelled closing event this coming September 
or October. Instead of a closing event, it will be an 
opening or a welcome to the new century at Blessed 
Sacrament. 

Barb and Julie tried to make sure there were a 
variety of events so that everyone could be included. 
They also tried to keep everything at a low cost. 

The most important part of all the planning was 
the prayer team of about 20 members. They took 
specific requests from the Co-Chairs of each event. 

“God’s presence was all over at every event,” 
Julie says. “We could tell. It was all full of 

The January tour of three churches in the diocese was part 
of the Centennial Celebrations.

(From left) mission speaker Fr. Jonathan Meyer, from the 
March mission, and Fr. Daniel Vogelpohl.continued on back cover
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LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 4:00 p.m. | Sunday: 9:00 & 11:00 a.m. | Children’s Liturgy is online only at this time.  

Weekdays: Monday - Friday: 6:30 a.m. | Monday - Saturday: 10:00 a.m. 
Holy Days: 7:00 p.m. (prior day Vigil, excluding All Saints Day), 6:30 & 10:00 a.m.

EUCHARISTIC EXPOSITION  
Reopening for a brief time on Wednesday: 10:30 a.m. - noon

SACRAMENTAL RECONCILIATION 
Saturday: 2:30-3:30 p.m. | Thursday before First Friday: 10:30 a.m. | Third Tuesday: 6:30-7:30 p.m.

A Year of Centennial Celebrations  continued from page 7

happiness and joy.” 
“There was so much joy when we walked into church,” 

Barb says. “People were always asking what the next event 
was. It brought people together.” 

Barb and Julie planned a mix of events so that some were 
social and some were spiritual. Both agree it was a great year 
of celebrating, and they are thankful they had the chance to 
plan the events. 

“We met for many days and many hours,” Julie says. 
“We always laughed and had a smile. It has been wonderful 
working together.”

They also feel blessed to have completed many of the 
events prior to the pandemic. 

“We were able to help give people hope and joy before the 
shutdown,” Barb says. “These events are something to hold 
onto. There was such a sense of community and family.” 

“We were able to 
help give people 
hope and joy before 
the shutdown. These 
events are something 
to hold onto. There 
was such a sense 
of community 
and family.” 
— BARB SALZMAN

http://www.BSCKY.org

