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  Sacrament

Becoming stewards in community

For Director of Religious 
Education Rosanne Thomas, 

the best thing about working with 
the Parish School of Religion (PSR) 
program is having the opportunity 
to make Catholicism come alive in 
the hearts of our parish families.

“I love the families we work with, 
and I enjoy seeing how involved 
they are,” Rosanne says. “They do 
so many things for our parish and 
the PSR Parent Club. For example, 
every year, they help our students 
with a service project and an Advent 
Fair. All that they do enriches our 
families, as well as the whole parish community.”  

In fact, the Church has always taught that parents are the “primary 
catechists” of their own children, regardless of the efficacy of the religious 
education program at their parish. 

“We really emphasize in our PSR program that we are there to support 
the parents in fulfilling their mission to catechize their children,” Rosanne 
says. “Because we only have them for a few hours per month, we can’t 
enrich their faith the way their parents can do all throughout the month. We 
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If you would like more information about the PSR program, please contact Rosanne Thomas at 859-331-4302, 
or email her at rthomas@bscky.org. Opportunities to sign your children up for PSR classes are available 

on our parish website and on sign-up sheets in the parish building. 

give them faith-building activities to take home and do along with 
their families, such as prayers to learn or Lenten activities.”  

The PSR program offers classes from August through May from 
6 to 8 p.m. on the second and fourth Mondays of each month. It is 
coordinated by a team of dedicated catechists, including Deacon 
Jim Fortner, who teaches seventh grade, and Anne Scheve and Bob 
Sweeney, who teach the eighth grade.

“Anne has been doing this for about 40 years,” Rosanne says. 
“She is absolutely amazing and she loves teaching sacramental 
preparation.”

The PSR program features an intense sacramental preparation 
process that focuses on preparing children to receive the Sacraments 
of Reconciliation, Holy Communion and, finally, Confirmation. The 
PSR program normally prepares children who do not attend our 
parish school, because the school has its own preparatory track. 

“However, we have both the PSR and the parish school children 
receive their first sacraments together as a group, because we don’t 
want to separate them,” Rosanne says.

PSR students begin preparing to receive their First Confession 
and Communion in first grade, which gives them ample time to 
contemplate the true meaning of these First Sacraments.

“The diocese requires them to go through two full years of Religious Education before they 
receive their first sacraments,” Rosanne says. “This is very important because it gives us time 
to work more deeply with them, share Gospel stories with them and teach them basic aspects of 
the Mass, as well as Catholic prayers. The first year lays the foundation on which we build their 
sacramental preparation.”

In seventh grade, the PSR students begin preparing to receive the Sacrament of Confirmation.  Some 
of our high schoolers visit 7th grade and talk about faith in their lives to get the kids thinking ahead.

“I really like this aspect of our Confirmation program,” Rosanne says. “Once our students are 
confirmed, they are invited to be on a team that offers the Confirmation retreat to the students the 
following year. It is an incredible gift for our eighth-graders to have kids that are just a few years 
older than they are lead a retreat for them. During the retreat, the older students give personal 
testimonies of their faith journeys. Their testimonies are so powerful, and they hit the kids right 
where they are at, and they get it!”

Second-graders plant bulbs 
that will bloom near First Holy 

Communion as a reminder of new 
life in Christ.

mailto:rthomas@bscky.org
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A Letter From Our Pastor

As this unprecedented crisis for our Church, 
nation and world continues to unfold, we are 

starting to see a light at the end of the tunnel. As 
we begin a return to our “new normal,” we have so 
much for which to be grateful.

I have witnessed so many of you continuing to 
actively live out stewardship during these past few 
months while our parish family has been apart, and 
that is truly a blessing. But with the uncertainty of 
what this “new normal” will be like in the days, weeks 
and months ahead, I ask you all to again consider 
how you are living out your call to stewardship.

Regardless of whether or not we can physically 
gather in our church or come together for ministry 
activities and events, our faith always lives on.

Remember that stewardship is a way of life, 
meaning that we are called to live as intentional 
disciples of Christ through the practice of stewardship 
in all circumstances.

Have you been giving God your Time? I encourage 
you to pray every day. Use this time as an opportunity 
to develop or strengthen your prayer life.

How can you serve the Lord right now with your 
Talents? Serve your family and friends in the ways 
that you can. Use your talents wisely to grow in 
relationship with others near or far.

Finally, is God still a priority in your Treasure? 
Despite the hardships, are you still keeping God 

at the heart of all your 
financial decisions. I 
encourage you to 
give God a portion 
of your Treasure 
out of gratitude, 
no matter how big 
or small. 

Thank you for 
your continued 
support by way of 
prayers, service, and 
generous financial giving 
during these challenging 
times. I have been overwhelmed with a new sense of 
gratitude and dependence on our Lord during this 
crisis, and continue praying for each of you. And, I 
look forward to the day our parish and our church 
is bustling with life again, and I pray that day is 
coming soon.

Let us live with the joy of the Resurrection each 
day of our lives!

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Rev. Daniel J. Vogelpohl
Pastor

The Light at the End of the Tunnel

Dear Parishioners,
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Best Wishes to Fr. Dan Vogelpohl on His Retirement

As Fr. Dan Vogelpohl reflects on his 45 years 
as a priest in our diocese, there are three 

things that have surprised him the most about 
his life’s vocation — his natural rapport with 
children, the pleasure he finds in visiting with 
parishioners in the hospital, and his deep love for 
administering the Sacrament of Reconciliation. 
Experiencing the presence of the Lord in a 
powerful way when he hears confessions, Fr. 
Dan often finds himself saying to the penitent, 
“I want to thank you so much for coming — this 
has been wonderful for me.” For all these aspects 
of his life in the priesthood — and more — Fr. 
Dan is truly grateful. 

Fr. Dan first felt he might have a calling to 
the priesthood during his junior year at a college 
preparatory school where most of his teachers 
were priests. However, since the school was on 
an accelerated track and he was just 16 when 
he graduated, his parents and the vocations 
director decided that he should attend a regular 
college for at least one year before attending 
seminary. 

At the end of his first year of college, the 
desire to enter the priesthood was still firm in Fr. 
Dan’s heart and mind. He began his studies at 
the diocesan seminary, St. Pius X, then went on 
to complete his four years of theology at Mount 
St. Mary’s Seminary in Emmitsburg, Md. He was 
ordained a priest in the Diocese of Covington on 
May 17, 1975.

Following his ordination to the priesthood, 
Fr. Dan was an assistant pastor and high school 
teacher in the diocese before returning to school 
and receiving a master’s degree in theology 
from Notre Dame University in 1986. He then 
served as the director of the diocesan worship 
office. Eight years later, he became a pastor for 
the first time at St. Catherine of Siena in Fort 
Thomas. Next, he was assigned pastor of Blessed 
Sacrament, with an assignment letter from the 

bishop stating that he would be here for six 
years. Now, 21 years later, Fr. Dan has officially 
lived in Fort Mitchell longer than he has ever 
lived anywhere else!

With his long history in our parish, one of 
Fr. Dan’s favorite things about pastoring the 
congregation at Blessed Sacrament are the strong 
connections he has made with our parishioners.

“Often with the weddings I have, the bride 
or groom or even both are kids I knew during 
their grade school years, so I have a great 
rapport with them,” he says. “So it’s almost like 
my own personal family celebration every time 
there is a wedding or a Baptism. I’m at the point 
now where I have the Baptism of babies whose 
parents I’ve baptized, so I make the joke that 
this must make me a ‘spiritual grandfather.’ I’ve 
had a great rapport with the children here, and 
with almost 600 children at our school, there is 
no shortage of kids to keep me animated!”

“I say this honestly — life as 
a priest has been real joy for 
me. There has never been a 

day that I have regretted my 
decision to be ordained. There 

have been difficult days, but I’ve 
never entertained any doubts 
about whether this was what 

I should be doing or not. If you 
allow yourself to be immersed 
in the community of faith, it’s 

just a joy the whole time.” 
— FR. DAN VOGELPOHL
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Best Wishes to Fr. Dan Vogelpohl on His Retirement
Over the last two decades, Fr. Dan has 

been continually inspired by the deep faith 
and unflagging support of the Blessed 
Sacrament community.

“I’d like to extend a message of 
thankfulness for the parishioners’ support 
and encouragement over all these years,” Fr. 
Dan says. “They are an extremely supportive 
community and any time I’ve had a personal 
need for people to do things, the volunteers 
have always stepped forward. I have received 
a lot of support and encouragement in their 
letters, cards, and words to me in difficult 
times.”

With his retirement from administrative 
duties this summer, Fr. Dan looks forward 
to having more time for prayer and for 
practicing the piano and violin. However, he 
will certainly be no stranger to our diocese, 
and parishioners can expect to see him 
helping out as a hospital chaplain and filling 
in for area priests as needed. 

Given his great love for the priesthood,  
Fr. Dan is happy to be able to continue serving 
Catholics in our area after his retirement.

“I say this honestly — life as a priest has 
been real joy for me,” he says. “There has 
never been a day that I have regretted my 
decision to be ordained. There have been 
difficult days, but I’ve never entertained any 
doubts about whether this was what I should 
be doing or not. If you allow yourself to be 
immersed in the community of faith, it’s just 
a joy the whole time.” 

On the eve of his retirement, we feel a deep 
sense of gratitude for the 21 years of faithful 
and loving service Fr. Dan has devoted to our 
parish. Now it is our turn here at Blessed 
Sacrament to be the ones to say, “We want to 
thank you so much for coming — it has been 
wonderful for us.”
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Highlights of Our 
2019 Stewardship Renewal

This past autumn, our Blessed Sacrament parish 
leadership conducted the 2019 Stewardship 

Renewal. The Stewardship Renewal gave our 
parish community the opportunity to discern how 
we are using our gifts of time, talent and treasure 
in service to the parish and in return to God.

This month, we are happy to share with you 
some of the highlights of the 2019 Stewardship 
Renewal.

• There were 350 commitment cards received 
from 35 percent of active households.

• There were 2,954 prayer commitments — 
the stewardship of time — from 91 percent 
of participating households.

• Some of the prayer commitments included: 
Pray for the sick, the lonely and the 
deceased, 257 commitments; Pray for our 
priests, 221 commitments; Spend at least 
15 minutes a day in personal prayer, 212 
commitments.

• There were 1,173 ministry commitments 
— the stewardship of talent — from 72 
percent of participating households. 
Of these, 330 were new ministry 
commitments, while 843 were re-
commitments to parish ministries.

• Some of the ministry commitments 
included: Extraordinary Ministers of 
Holy Communion, 82 commitments; 
Santa Sacks for McKee, 73 commitments; 
Walking With Purpose, 70 commitments; 
Christmas Giving Tree Project, 69 
commitments; Coffee & Donuts, 49 
commitments; Prayer Hotline, 49 commitments.

• There were 290 offertory commitments — the stewardship of treasure — from 83 percent of 
participating households. The average pledge was $2,389.

We thank all those who participated in our Stewardship Renewal. If you did not have the 
opportunity to fill out and return a commitment card, we invite you to consider the ways you may 
share your gifts of time, talent and treasure with God and the parish community!

2 0 1 9  S T E WA R D S H I P  R E N E WA L

B L E S S E D  S A C R A M E N TC a t h o l i c  C h u r c h

WELCOMING
CHRIST
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Cub Scouts and Girl Scouts 
Providing Youth with Valuable Lessons

“On my honor...” These words begin both 
the Cub Scout and Girl Scout Oaths, 

through which young scouts promise to serve 
God, country and others.

And here at Blessed Sacrament, we are 
blessed to have two solid programs, for Cub 
Scouts and Girl Scouts, where our youth can 
learn important and lifelong lessons. 

“Scouting allows the kids to really learn and 
grow together,” says Liz Adair, pack committee 
Chair at Blessed Sacrament. Liz has three boys 
and saw the value in the Cub Scout program 
when her oldest son joined in first grade. 

“They are afforded the opportunities to 
learn about themselves, their faith, and their 
community with a group of their peers,” she adds.

Jill Crossen, a Girl Scout troop leader for two 
troops in which her daughters are members, 
cites the Girl Scouts website — “Girl Scouts has 
been building girls of courage, confidence and 
character and stands as a pillar of education 
and citizenship in our communities.”

Cub Scouts is open to boys and girls in 
kindergarten to fifth grade. Most of the current 
scouts are students at Blessed Sacrament School. 
All youth are welcome to join. When youth transition 
to Boy Scouts, after fifth grade, they can join a 
regional program outside of Blessed Sacrament. 
Cub Scouts complete “adventures” to move through 
the program. Some examples are responsible 
citizenship, character development and self-reliance. 
Some adventures also include a lesson teaching a 
scout’s duty to God. Scouts also spend a lot of time 
outside learning valuable lessons. Service projects 
are also a part of the program. 

Girl Scouts is open to girls from kindergarten 
to fifth grade. Girls begin as a Daisy, move up 
to Brownie and then Junior, earning badges or 
petals along the way. 

Liz says in the last year, the scouts have 
helped with the fall clean-up, volunteered at the 
Rose Garden Mission, collected food at Mass for 

continued on back cover
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STAY CONNECTED: 
Most of our communication is currently through our website: BSCKY.org. We have contact info for staff, resources for your 

“Domestic Church,” our bulletin, newsletter, clergy farewell plans and more. The site will direct you to our Children’s Liturgy 
of the Word and Rosary streaming. You will also find out how to download our parish app and join us on Facebook where you 

can join our Book Club and/or Prayer Group. If you have not received an email from us lately, we may need to update your 
info in our database. Email our parish secretary, Sarah Gillum at sgillum@bscky.org. She will update your information so you 

don’t miss any of the parish email news! Call us at 859-331-4302 for recorded info or to request a call back. God bless!

 

Girls interested in learning more about Girl Scouts may contact Jill Crossen at 859-240-9292. Boys 
or girls interested in learning more about Cub Scouts may contact Liz Adair at 859-816-609 or email 

BSSPack711Committee@gmail.com. Both groups are also looking for adult volunteers. 

Cub Scouts and Girl Scouts   continued from page 7
St. Vincent de Paul, and made fruit salad and 
sandwiches for the parish kitchen.  

One thing that Liz particularly appreciates about 
the programs is that scouts have an opportunity to 
make mistakes and learn from them. 

“Kids have a lot of pressure these days to do 
things right the first time, but scouting helps to 
teach them that making mistakes is part of the 
learning process,” she says. “As long as they are 
doing their best, they are succeeding.” 

Girl Scouts offers a variety of activities 
depending on what the troop leader and parents 

decide to pursue. It’s mostly a time for girls to come 
together, have fun and try new experiences. Jill 
says the girls can also earn the “My Promise, My 
Faith” pin each year, to learn more about their faith 
in relation to the Girl Scout Law. The Brownie troop 
that Jill leads recently learned about philanthropy 
and earned a badge. This lesson included time to 
discuss helping others in need.  

Overall, Liz and Jill are thankful for all the 
great lessons they can pass on through scouting. 

“I’ve been blessed with wonderful co-leaders 
and parents over the last three years,” Jill says.

http://www.BSCKY.org
http://BSCKY.org
mailto:sgillum@bscky.org
mailto:BSSPack711Committee@gmail.com

