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Mystical Rose — Rosa Mystica — is a 
title of our Blessed Mother Mary that 

honors her with the imagery of beautiful 
flowers. How fitting it is that we celebrate 
May as the “Month of Mary” with a special 
event — our annual May Crowning. 

A time-honored tradition, children from 
our PSR program who recently celebrated 
their First Holy Communion will “crown” a 
statue of the Blessed Mother on Mother’s 
Day, Sunday, May 12, at the 9:30 a.m. Mass. 

“Mary, in her role as the Mother of 
Jesus, is also our mother,” says Rosanne 
Thomas, Director of Religious Education. 
“Jesus gave her to us from the cross, when 
He asked St. John to care for her — He was 
asking all of us to care for her and for her to care for us.” 

“She’s always been seen as the Mother of the Church and that’s why we like to do 
the May Crowning on Mother’s Day, as she is the model of motherhood,” she adds.

The ritual is an opportunity to honor the Blessed Mother in a unique way, 
celebrating her queenship, as well as her maternity. 

“She is the Queen of Heaven, and she’s also a mom and she’s got a mom’s heart,” 
Rosanne says. “We use a crown of flowers and it’s not so much a regal crown, as a 
sentimental ‘mom crown.’ How many times do children weave little flower crowns for 
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Ben Brinkman and Megan Goodwin process 
down the aisle to crown the statue of Mary at 

Blessed Sacrament Church.
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Highlights of Our 
2018 Stewardship Renewal

Last fall, our Blessed Sacrament parish leadership conducted 
the 2018 Stewardship Renewal. This renewal gave 

parishioners the opportunity to discern and make commitments 
to stewardship through the sharing of time, talent and treasure. 

This month, we are happy to share with you some of the 
2018 Stewardship Renewal highlights.

• There were 374 commitment cards received from 36 
percent of active parish households.

• There were 1,606 prayer commitments — the 
stewardship of time — from 60 percent of participating 
households.

• Some of the prayer commitments included: “Attend 
Mass every Sunday and Holy Day,” 190 commitments; 
“Pray for the sick, the lonely and the deceased,” 
170 commitments; “Pray for our priests,” 146 
commitments.

• There were 1,279 ministry commitments — the 
stewardship of talent — from 70 percent of 
participating households. Of these, there were 436 
new ministry commitments, while there were 843 
re-commitments to ministries.

• Some of the ministry commitments included: 
Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion, 72 
commitments; Family Life: Coffee and Donuts 
Volunteer, 66 commitments; Blessed Sacrament 
School Volunteer, 58 commitments; Christmas 
Giving Tree Project, 57 commitments; Prayer 
Hotline, 55 commitments.

• There were 302 offertory commitments — the 
stewardship of treasure — from 81 percent of 
participating households. The average pledge 
was $2,580.

We thank all who participated in the 2018 
Stewardship Renewal. Your commitments of time, 
talent and treasure are what make Blessed Sacrament a 
true stewardship community. If you did not have the opportunity to take part 
in the renewal by filling out and returning a commitment card, we invite you to consider the ways you 
may share your gifts with God, parish and the community. After all, there is no time like now to begin 
living out stewardship!

FORMATION (cONT.)
  High Tea Volunteer (Held In God’s 

Hand – Transformation, Enlightenment, 
Apostleship)  Holy Matrimony  Infant Baptism  Other Events and SpeakersParish School of Religion

  PSR Catechist  PSR Parent Club  PSR Teacher Aide  RCIA
  That Man is You!  Vacation Bible School Volunteer  Walking With Purpose  Wednesday With the Word (Bible Study)
  Youth and Young Adults in College

Youth Ministry

  Member
  VolunteerSERVIcE

  Art and Environment  Athletic Boosters  Board of Total Catholic Education  Christmas Giving Tree Project  Church Care – Altar Linens  Collection Counter    Extraordinary Minister of Holy 
Communion  Family Promise  Finance Committee  Gift of the Month  Grounds & Facilities

SERVIcE (cONT.)
Homebound

  Chores/Visits  Meals
  Transportation  Housing Opportunities of Northern 
Kentucky (HONK)  Lector

Music Ministry

  Beginning Chorister "Bootcamp"  Bereavement Choir  Blessed Sacrament Parish Youth 
Choir

  Cantors
  Hand Bell Choir  Instrumentalists  Men’s Choir  String Ensemble  The Blessed Sacrament Chorale

  Office Help
  Parish Pastoral Council  Santa Sacks for McKeeScouting

  Brownies (girls)  Cub Scouts (boys)  Servers
  St. Vincent de Paul  Urban Mission

= Currently Involved = Interested in Joining

Talent (continued) Talent (continued)

Continued on next panel

= Currently Involved = Interested in Joining

Address

City   State  ZIP

First & Last Name

Phone

Email

Spouse: First & Last Name

Spouse: Phone

Spouse: Email

Clearly write the first name(s) of interested family 

member(s) on the line.

Clearly write the first name(s) of interested family 

member(s) on the line.

Blessed sacrament2018 Commitment Card
My Offering of Time, Talent & Treasure

BLESSED SACRAMENT2409 Dixie Highway | Ft. Mitchell, KY 41017
 (859) 331-4302 | www.BSCKY.org 
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A Letter From Our Pastor

As people of faith, we often refer to May as “the month of Mary.” For centuries, 
Catholics throughout the world have included special devotions to Mary 

in their activities during this month. Best known, I’m sure, is the widespread 
and ever-popular practice of May Crowning — crowning an image of Our 
Lady with flowers.

May is certainly a beautiful time — it is, after all, a month full of renewal 
and celebration. For many Americans, cold March winds 

and dreary April showers have given way to blooming 
flowers and trees. Yet, it’s not only flowers and trees 

that reflect the newness and joy of May. Many 
students in junior high, high school and college are 

celebrating their graduations, and will soon be moving on 
to new phases and exciting opportunities in their lives. And of course, it 
is the month when we celebrate Mother’s Day, honoring and extending 
our gratitude to the women who have faithfully raised and nurtured us.

And May is most certainly a month of joy for all of us who claim the 
Church as our spiritual home. This year, we spend the whole month 
in the Easter season, which closes with Pentecost in June. Thus, the 
joy of the Resurrection and the glory of the Ascension are the themes 
which fill our Christian calendar this month.

As we rejoice with Mary at her Son’s triumph over sin, Satan and 
death, we also remember her faithfulness to God’s will throughout 
her life. Indeed, she can be viewed as the model of Christian 
stewardship. The U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops pointed to 
her in their pastoral letter on stewardship: “After Jesus, it is the 
Blessed Virgin Mary who by her example most perfectly teaches 
the meaning of discipleship and stewardship in their fullest sense. 
All of their essential elements are found in her life: she was called 
and gifted by God; she responded generously, creatively, and 
prudently” (Stewardship: A Disciple’s Response, 41). 

As we enter into the month of May, let us take the time to 
gratefully reflect on the newness and joy that surrounds us. And 
in doing so, let us follow the Blessed Mother’s example of total 
dedication to God as we rejoice in the blessings He gives us, this 
month and beyond! 

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Rev. Daniel J. Vogelpohl
  Pastor

Honoring Our Lady in May

Dear Parishioners,



Blessed
  Sacrament

4

SERVING AT THE ALTAR DRAWS YOUTH CLOSER TO LIFE IN THE CHURCH

Attend any weekend Mass here at Blessed 
Sacrament and you can easily see the invaluable 

help of our wonderful young altar servers in action. 
Without their presence, there would be no one to 
assist the priest with the candles and liturgical 
books, no one to help receive the gifts brought to 
the altar — the list goes on and on!

Indeed, there is no doubt the service of these 
young people is a great blessing to our parish. And 
in turn, those who participate in this ministry 
often find themselves abundantly blessed. As 

Pope Francis told a crowd of over 9,000 altar 
servers gathered in St. Peter’s Square on Aug. 4, 
2015: “It is important to realize that being close 
to Jesus and knowing Him in the Eucharist 
through your service at the altar enables you to 
open yourselves to others, to journey together, 
to set demanding goals and to find the strength 
to achieve them.” 

Owen Timmerding, who has been an altar server 
at Blessed Sacrament for six years, has experienced 
firsthand the many benefits of participating in this 
liturgical ministry.

“I like being involved in the Mass, seeing what 
goes on behind the scenes, and developing a close 
relationship with some of the staff at Blessed 
Sacrament,” Owen says. “Being an altar server 
gives you a front row seat for everything at church. 
You really feel a part of the parish.”

Owen, who enjoys serving on a team with two of 
his close friends, views the role of altar server to be 
a great opportunity for young people to share their 
gifts of time and talent with the parish.

“It’s tough for the priest to do it all on his own, 
and this shows that we’re serving God in our own 
special way,” he says. “It feels good when people 
come up to me and say ‘good job,’ because it means 
I’m doing my job to help people enjoy the Mass 
better.”

Like Owen, altar server Bianca Hemsath is also 
thankful for the chance to view the liturgy in a 
whole new way. 

“Being an altar server is an enriching opportunity 
for young people to help out and be involved with 
something bigger,” Bianca says. “You see all the 
people who come to church, and you experience a 
different side to things. It really opened my eyes to 
a whole new perspective.”

Bianca finds that her faith life has grown 
exponentially in the three years that she has been 
serving at the altar. 

Bianca Hemsath enjoys the opportunity to serve Blessed 
Sacrament as an altar server (pictured with Deacon Bayne).
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SERVING AT THE ALTAR DRAWS YOUTH CLOSER TO LIFE IN THE CHURCH

“It has definitely pulled me a lot closer to my 
faith and gotten me excited for Confirmation so I 
can become even more a part of it,” she says.

The Altar Server Ministry is open to students 
— from Blessed Sacrament School or any other 
school — who are near the end of their fifth grade 
year or beyond. New servers are asked to make a 
commitment to serve through the eighth grade, and 
many choose to continue throughout their high 
school years, as well. Currently, there are 142 altar 
servers in our parish!

 Our pastor Fr. Dan Vogelpohl is thankful there 
are so many young people willing to serve at the 
altar of Blessed Sacrament.

“Having altar servers assist you really helps the 
liturgy flow more naturally,” Fr. Dan says. “And 
they aren’t just serving the priest and deacons — 
they’re serving the whole community. I tell them 
the most important thing they do is model for the 
assembly how to pray.” 

“By the time they are high schoolers, I find them 
to be naturally reverent,” he adds. “They seem to 
really grow in their spirituality just by being close 
to the action and attentive to the details of the 
liturgy. I’m very proud of our servers.”

Helping children to form these intimate 
connections to the Church and encouraging them 
to become involved in parish life at an early age 
are wonderful ways to build a strong foundation for 
their adult faith life down the road. 

Bianca encourages any young person in our 
parish to seriously consider becoming an altar 
server.

“I would tell anyone to definitely try it out,” 
she says. “You never know what you’re going to 

experience until you try it. I absolutely love it! It 
brings you closer to God and other people, and 
opens your eyes to possibilities and paths you may 
not have considered before.”

Blessed Sacrament is currently in need of more altar servers to round out our Mass schedules. 
Are you interested in learning more about this unique opportunity for young people to become a bigger 

part of life in the Church? If so, please contact the parish office at 859-331-4302.

(From left) altar servers Ryan Sheely and Owen Timmerding 
process towards the back of the church to escort those 

bringing up the gifts. 
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Reflecting on Mothers and Stewardship
During the Month of May

We celebrate the month of Mary during May, 
and during this month, we also celebrate 

Mother’s Day. It seems fitting that we honor our 
mothers during May, since Mary is given to us by 
God as the example of true Christian motherhood.  

Those who are called to be mothers have been 
blessed by God and called to fulfill a very impor-
tant responsibility. Mothers are the vehicle through 
which God brings new life into this world. When we 
talk about Christian stewardship, we talk about sac-
rificially returning to God what we have been given. 
What can more clearly be a demonstration of com-
plete sacrifice than the relationship between mother 
and child during the nine months of growth in the 
womb? During these nine months, the child’s life 
depends on the actions of the mother as her energy 
and nourishment goes directly to the growing baby. 

Although this relationship may change to some 
extent after the child is born, a mother’s sacrifice 
for her child is far from over after the birth. The role 
of the mother is critical in the child’s development 

— both spiritually and physically — throughout 
life. Mothers provide the comfort, nurture and sup-
port necessary for their children to become produc-
tive citizens and responsible Christians.  

The job of a mother is not an easy one. This is 
a fact that Mary, the mother of Jesus, knew very 
well. She worried when her young Son appeared to 
be lost, only to find Him later in His Father’s House. 
She was probably concerned as Jesus began His 
public ministry — not knowing what difficulties and 
rejections He would encounter along the way. And 
Mary must have experienced great anguish as she 
watched her Son’s body being crucified to a cross.  

May all mothers look to Mary as their model for 
motherhood and ask her intercession as they strive 
to fulfill their God-given role in their children’s 
lives. During the month of May, let us all take some 
time to express our appreciation to our mothers for 
allowing us to come into this world, for loving us, 
and for serving as an example of what it means to 
be a steward for life. 
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Vacation Bible School Offers a Program 
Built Entirely on Parish Talents

The talents of Blessed 
Sacrament Parish members 

will be put to wonderful use 
when Vacation Bible School 
opens the last full week of 
June for youngsters 4 to 10 
years old.

The theme and program, 
“Biblical Superheroes,” has 
been created in-house to 
engage the youngsters in a 
week of fun and faith formation.

“They don’t get a canned 
program,” says Rosanne Thomas, 
Director of Religious Education. “It 
is created in-house, and it enables 
us to use the talents our volunteers 
have. We have someone wonderful with 
children’s songs. She taught the kids rap 
one year! She’s very, very ‘hip.’”

“We use the talents we have,” she adds. “And 
they enjoy being able to be creative. It takes a 
little more planning, but people seem to enjoy it 
and the team bonds over that.”

Each day will begin at 9 a.m. in the undercroft 
of the church, and will dismiss at 11:30 a.m. 

“The program will help the children with faith 
formation,” Rosanne says. “They will learn some 
Scripture, and each Scripture story will have a 
superhero who has super powers. For example, 
David has faith — Mary, wisdom. They’ll learn 
what these mean to us as Catholics. They’ll learn 
the virtues and how they help us have what God 
wants us to have.”

The youngsters also will 
experience some Liturgical 
music so they will be better 
prepared to participate at 
Mass. But most of all, the 
children will experience 
fellowship and the 
friendships that are made. 

“Anyone can come,” 
Rosanne says. “We have 
kids from other parishes 
and sometimes kids who 

aren’t Catholic. It’s a nice, 
wholesome week for a child. 

It’s cheaper than babysitting!”
The fee is set on a sliding scale 

— for one child, the fee is $12; two 
children, $22; three children, $30; four 

children, $35; five or more, $40.
Parents may find registration forms 

online. The announcement also will run in the 
weekly bulletin, and there will be registration 
forms available in the back of the church. There 
also will be an announcement in the school 
newsletter, and PSR families will receive an email. 

While the children are learning more about 
their faith, volunteers also receive something in 
return.

“Youth volunteers learn patience and a 
certain level of confidence,” Rosanne says. 
“Many seem to develop confidence by spending 
time in a leadership role. They also learn some 
Bible studies they may have missed. And they 
just have fun!”

There always is a need for volunteers for the week. Those wishing to volunteer may call the Faith Formation 
office at 859-331-4302, ext. 22. Any adult volunteering for the week must have approval through the diocesan 

VIRTUS program. VIRTUS-compliant adults are needed to coordinate each activity area — games, crafts, 
snacks, etc. — and youth in seventh grade and up are needed to assist with small groups and activities. 

There usually are about 100 children attending Vacation Bible School.



LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 4 p.m. | Sunday: 8, 9:30 & 11:30 a.m. | Weekdays: Tuesday & Thursday: 6:30 a.m., 

Monday through Saturday: 10:00 a.m. (When school is in session, Mass is at 8:45 a.m. instead of 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday & Friday)
Holy Days: 7 p.m. (prior day Vigil, excluding All Saints Day) 6:30 & 10 a.m. 

Communion Service: Monday, Wednesday, and Friday - 6:30 am

Eucharistic Exposition: Wednesdays following Mass — Benediction to close exposition: 6:15 p.m.

SACRAMENTAL RECONCILIATION
Saturday: 2:30-3:30 p.m.|Thursday before First Friday: 10:30 a.m. |Third Tuesday: 6:30-7:30 p.m.

2409 Dixie Highway 
Ft. Mitchell, KY 41017

Phone: (859) 331-4302
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Blessed
  Sacrament

May Crowning continued from front cover

their moms of dandelions or clovers and give it to their 
mom as a crown or a necklace? Kids do that all the 
time. I did that when I was a child and my kids did it. 
Mary is the Queen of Heaven, but there’s also that very 
imitate relationship with her as our mom.”

The celebration unites our parishioners to honor the 
Blessed Mother, coming together, as a parish family. 

“I think this brings back that sense of community, 
that sense that Mary is our Mother and that this is 
something we are doing together for our Mother,” 
Rosanne says. “I think it unifies people and celebrates a 
tradition that is very much a part of our Catholic family.

“Ritual has the ability to draw you in to something 
beyond yourself and I think that’s what this does, it 

draws you in,” she adds. “When you see the crown 
being blessed and you see the child placing the crown 
on the statue, it’s that ritual that draws people in. It 
draws older people back to all those memories and I 
think passing that on to another generation is very 
important.”

Rosanne encourages parishioners to consider 
attending the May Crowning and hope it helps people 
to deepen their relationship with the Blessed Mother.

“I hope that people experience a closeness with 
Mary through this event,” Rosanne says. “It’s very 
beautiful and I think it is a good place to start. Mary 
is someone who is there with Jesus, that we know will 
intercede for us.”

If you would like more information on the May Crowning, 
please see the bulletin or contact the parish office at 859-331-4302. 

http://www.BSCKY.org

