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Becoming stewards in community

We know that St. Cecilia is the 
patron saint of musicians. 

But did you know that during her 
own wedding in second century 
Rome, as the musicians played, 
she sang in her heart to the Lord? 
Music was certainly a gift from 
the Lord to St. Cecilia, just as it 
is His gift to us.

At Blessed Sacrament, the 
String Ensemble makes Mass all 
the more beautiful by accompa-
nying the congregation or cantor. 
They also often play a prelude 
or two, postlude and during the 
meditation, after Communion. 

Barb Salzman, violinist and 
Director of the String Ensemble, 
uses her talents to help us all sing to the Lord in our hearts. For Barb, the high 
point of the Mass is the consecration, when she “just wants to sing” because she 
is so grateful for all the Lord has done. 

“We sing through our hands, our instruments,” she says. 

The Stewardship of Prayerful Music:
Our String Ensemble Members 

Share Their Talents
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String Ensemble members gathered recently for an 
extra practice — (from left) Fr. Daniel Vogelpohl, 

Steve Schmidt, Nancy Leisl, Tony Logan and 
Barbara Salzman.
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STEWARDSHIPLiving in Love
“God is love, and he who abides in love abides 

in God and God in him” (1 Jn 4:16). As 
Christ’s disciples, we are called to live lives of love. 
When asked which commandment is the most im-
portant, Jesus answered, “Love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all 
your might.” He immediately followed this command 
with, “Love your neighbor as yourself. No command-
ment is greater than these” (Mk 12:29-31).

The life of a Christian is, essentially, all about 
love! This doesn’t mean that Christ preached an 
abstract Gospel, or that we need to love simply be-
cause “it feels good.” The reality is quite the oppo-
site. Indeed, Christ’s Gospel of love is one of dra-
matic action, and living in that love calls each of us 
to action.

What is this love, then, of which Christ speaks? 
How are we to live it out today?

Christ, the God who, as John tells us, “is love” 
Himself, came to Earth out of pure love for us. So 
that we might have everlasting life, Christ took the 
punishment for our sins. He, the Lord of all cre-
ation, was mocked, scourged and ultimately mur-
dered on the cross to atone for the sins that we, His 
creatures, have committed. Now, that’s love! And it 
is the love that we are called to imitate throughout 
our lives. 

Notice the selfless nature of Jesus’ act. He gained 
nothing in return for what He did, and He calls us 
to love in the same manner. How do we do that here 
and now? Do we die on our own personal crosses? 
The answer, in a way, is “yes.” We don’t necessarily 
die on the wood of the literal cross as Christ did, 

but we must die to self for the sake of others. That 
is the love of Christ, and that is the love He calls 
us to every day. If we want to truly love God, we 
must love others. God Himself showed us the real-
ity of this need when he commanded that we love 
our neighbor just as we love Him. And then Christ 
explained, “Whatever you do to the least of those, 
you do to me.” If we are called to love God, then we 
are called to love our neighbor, for Christ resides 
in each one of us. It must be a love like Christ has 
shown us – one of selflessness. We should want for 
nothing more than the good of our neighbor. 

There are many ways that we can show our love 
to others, particularly through prayer and service. 
Here at our parish, there are many ministries that 
offer us the opportunity to serve our neighbors. If 
we offer a little bit of time, we can help out in the 
parish office doing seemingly menial yet important 
tasks, such as stuffing envelopes for important 
mail-outs that our parish occasionally sends out to 
the faith community. Those of us with an aptitude 
for teaching may be called to serve others through 
RCIA or our Religious Education program. There is 
also always a need for more lectors and Eucharis-
tic Ministers to aid the priest in bringing Christ to 
other parishioners at Mass. 

These are but a few of the countless opportuni-
ties we have to serve our parish and local commu-
nity. However we are called to do so, one thing is 
for certain: the love of Christ calls us to action. How 
will we show our love for God this year? Remember, 
“Whatever you do for the least of those, you do for 
me.”
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A Letter From Our Pastor

The month of November of course brings to mind 
thoughts of thanksgiving. These aren’t just 

thoughts about Thanksgiving Day — although I look 
forward to it with happy anticipation — but thoughts 
regarding the many reasons we should be thankful.

We begin the month with a Holy Day of Obliga-
tion, the Solemnity of All Saints, on Nov. 1. It is a 
stewardship feast in so many ways, instituted to 
honor all saints, known and unknown. The commu-
nion of saints — the sharing of spiritual goods by 
those in heaven to us who are still in our pilgrim-
age — is a great cause for thanksgiving. We read 
about the lives of the saints to be encouraged and 
inspired by their examples. Plus, we are strength-
ened by their fellowship in the Body of Christ, and 
their prayers aid us.

We follow All Saints’ Day with All Souls Day on 
Nov. 2 so we can honor and commemorate all those 
others who may have been “saints” in our lives. It 
may have been a mother or father, sister or brother, 
son or daughter, next-door neighbor, good friend, 
grandparent, uncle or aunt, cousin, teacher, or stu-
dent — the list is endless. We have been blessed in 
our lives with people who have shown us what it 
means to be a good Christian, what it means to be 
a good steward. During this month of November, we 
need to thank God for those people in our lives. In 
fact, we need to thank God period, which is another 
important element of this month.

Toward the end of the month we celebrate what 
is mainly a secular holiday, Thanksgiving, but this 
national holiday is so grounded in our Christian 
stewardship tradition. This year is the 156th an-
niversary of the first official Thanksgiving in the 
U.S., as proclaimed by President Abraham Lincoln 
in 1863, during the horrors of the Civil War. In the 
beginning of that proclamation, President Lincoln 
stated, “To these bounties, which are so constantly 
enjoyed that we are prone to forget the source from 
which they come, others have been added, which are 
of so extraordinary a nature, that they cannot fail to  

penetrate and soften even the heart 
which is habitually insensible to 
the ever watchful providence 
of Almighty God.” Lincoln 
takes great care to recog-
nize God’s presence in all 
of the “thanks.”

Couldn’t we say those 
words of Lincoln about 
our lives, about the life of 
our parish this year? In fact, 
we could say it every month. 
Stewardship is the appreciation 
of our many, many blessings, both 
personally and as a faith family. 

From the beginning of the month, when we 
thank God for the example of the saints and for the 
example of the “saints” in our lives, to the end of 
the month, when we thank God for basically every-
thing we have and everything we are, November is a 
time to remember and to approach the Lord with a 
grateful heart. That is what stewardship really is — 
approaching God; approaching each day; approach-
ing all those with whom we come in contact — with 
grateful and loving hearts.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Rev. Daniel J. Vogelpohl
Pastor

A Month Filled with Gratitude

Dear Parishioners,
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Questions & Answers About Our Annual Stewardship Renewal

Once again, it’s time for our Annual Steward-
ship Renewal. Every year, someone asks, as 

you may have asked yourself, “Didn’t we just have 
a Stewardship Renewal? Aren’t we sufficiently ‘re-
newed’ by now?” Yes, we had a Stewardship Re-
newal last year, and we’re going to have one next 
year, too!  This is an annual occurrence  —  part 
of the rhythm of parish life at Blessed Sacrament. 
Just as the Church proposes a time of spiritual re-
newal each Lent, we believe in the importance of 
a yearly examination of commitment. Is the Lord 
asking you to give more time, talent, or treasure to 
our parish this year?

How do I use my Commitment Card?
Your Commitment Card allows you to make 

commitments to prayer, parish ministries, and of-
fertory giving. It is designed to be used by the whole 
family.

Time Section: Except for the ill and home-
bound, everyone should be able to check “Come 
to Mass on Sundays and Holy Days.” Try to check 
at least a few other items. Daily prayer should be 
a priority for every person trying to grow closer 
to God.

Talent Section: You can either sign up for new 
ministries or re-commit to your current minis-
tries. Be sure to write your first name next to the 
ministry! This is especially important if the card 
is being used by more than one person.

Treasure Section: Clearly print how much 
money you plan to give each week or month to 
our parish. Try to take a step toward giving five 
percent of your income to Blessed Sacrament.

My age or physical limitations prevent me 
from being active in the parish. Should I still 
turn in a Commitment Card?

Yes! The first section of the card — Steward-
ship of Time — is the most important because 
it allows you to make commitments to prayer. 
Even if you can’t join a ministry or make it to 
Mass on Sunday, you can still pray for our par-
ish. Your spiritual support has tremendous val-
ue in the eyes of God.

One time I turned in a card, but no one ever 
called me when I signed up for a ministry.

If this happened in the past, please forgive 
us! And don’t give up on filling out your Com-
mitment Card! We have a very good plan to call 
every person interested in joining a new minis-
try. If for some reason the ministry leader does 
not call you within four weeks of turning in your 
card, let the parish office know.

How much should I give?
Your gift is entirely dependent on how much 

God has given you. At Blessed Sacrament, we 
ask that you give five percent to our parish, one 
percent to the diocese, and four percent to other 
charities. Why a percentage of income? First, 
because the tithe (10 percent) is a scriptural 
benchmark that the Church has honored for 
centuries (see Malachi 3:10). Secondly, we give 
a percentage of income because it is a common-
sense standard by which everyone can equitably 
support the parish. Most of all, we give because 
we believe God comes first in everything, even 
finances.

What if I can’t fulfill my financial pledge?
While our pledge is not a “contract,” we 

should all make a good-faith effort to fulfill it. Of 
course, if your financial circumstances change 

Commitment Weekend is November 
16-17. Don’t forget to bring your 

Commitment Card to Mass!
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Every parish family receives a special “Stewardship Package” in the mail that 
further explains our parish’s vision of stewardship. It includes a booklet that 
describes every ministry in the parish, as well as your Commitment Card.

Questions & Answers About Our Annual Stewardship Renewal
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B L E S S E D  S A C R A M E N T
C a t h o l i c  C h u r c h

WELCOMING
CHRIST

— if you lose your job, for instance — 
then the amount of money you give 
the Church will change, too. Likewise 
if you get a raise or bonus. The big-
gest reason many people don’t fulfill 
their pledge is that they attend Mass 
at another parish when they go on va-
cation, attend a wedding, etc. If you’re 
out of town, just make up for the 
missed Sunday when you write your 
next check to the parish. Or you can 
use Faith Direct to keep your offertory 
contributions on time, even when you 
are away!

I don’t even go to Mass very  
frequently. Why turn in a  
Commitment Card?

Because this is your chance to turn 
over a new leaf! Why not make a com-
mitment to God to come to Mass every 
Sunday, and then write down that com-
mitment? Even if that’s the only com-
mitment you make, take a step forward. 
Jesus Himself is waiting for you!

What happens if I don’t return my 
Commitment Card?

We will mail you a reminder letter 
that includes an extra Commitment 
Card (in case you misplaced yours). 
Make every effort you can to partici-
pate. Our Stewardship Renewal is a 
very important annual event in the 
life of our parish. You and your family 
are part of what makes Blessed Sac-
rament a great community! Most im-
portantly, your commitments are ac-
tually promises to Christ Himself. All 
of us are called to give back to God a 
portion of what He has given us.
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Thanks to the work of devoted volunteers each year, the altar is transformed from the simplicity of Advent
to the joyous beauty of the Christmas season.

Art and Environment Ministry 

There is so much more to church environment 
than pretty decorations. Each flower arrange-

ment, banner or carefully arranged tableau tells a 
story — a small piece in the narrative of our Lord 
and Savior’s life and death, becoming another sub-
tle way to enhance our liturgical experience. This 
was never made plainer to Art and Environment 
Ministry coordinator Rosanne Thomas than a few 
years ago at a Holy Thursday liturgy.

“During Lent, we have a little concrete garden 
bench that we bring in and set off to the side of the 
sanctuary on a step down,” Rosanne says. “We cre-
ate a little vignette around it with a purple cloth and 
a stone jar. Well, a couple of years ago right before 
Holy Week, I took away the stone jar and was going 
to replace it with a bowl and pitcher that was going to 
be purely decorative. But then Father came up to me 

and asked if he could use it. Later, he took what was 
apparently part of the decoration and used it in the 
actual liturgy for the washing of the feet ceremony.” 

“Several people commented to me afterward 
that a lightbulb went off in their head when they 
saw that,” she adds. “It’s when they truly realized 
that these aren’t just decorations. They are things 
designed to bring us into the particular season of 
the Church — designed to bring us more deeply 
into the liturgical celebration.”

For Rosanne, this story encapsulates the mis-
sion and purpose of the Art and Environment Min-
istry. It’s a ministry that uniquely allows parishio-
ners to use their time and artistic talents to, yes, 
beautify the church — but more importantly, the 
ministry members’ efforts point toward the unseen 
reality of the liturgical celebration. Whether it’s 
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through a plant arrangement, the colors utilized 
or a large statement piece, their hope is to further 
connect parishioners with the spirit of the liturgical 
season and, ultimately, the Person of Jesus Christ.

“Yes, we want our church to be beautiful and 
decorative, but we also want whatever we do to en-
hance the liturgy itself — to create a worship space 
that truly draws people in,” Rosanne says. “That’s 
why I like to use large statement items, like the 
large Advent wreath that sits in a position where 
everyone in the church can see it.”

Accomplishing this, however, requires a large 
number of volunteers each year, particularly during 
the peak liturgical seasons of Christmas and Easter. 
No matter your artistic abilities, Rosanne says there 
is truly an opportunity for everyone — both young 

and old — to get involved in this ministry. For some, 
this means lending their artistic eye in creating the 
sanctuary display. Others serve by simply watering 
plants or lending a helping hand when it comes to 
arranging flowers and larger decorations.

“I always tell people if you can manage a water-
ing can, then you can help,” Rosanne says. “This 
is particularly true during Christmas and Easter 
time, when there are a lot of live plants which re-
quire watering. We also really can use people who 
have a decorative eye. Our church sanctuary is 
very symmetrical and so we need people who can 
really help us create a sense of balance. And then, 
too, there are a lot of people who help and are there 
just to be the muscle — people who are willing to 
move fountains and other larger items.”

Connecting Parishioners with the 
Spirit of the Liturgical Season

With the Advent and Christmas seasons right around the corner,
the Art and Environment Ministry welcomes new members. If you are interested, 
please contact Rosanne Thomas at either 859-331-4302 or rthomas@bscky.org.

Sometimes helping with the Art and Environment Ministry 
is as simple as watering plants, like the many flowers 

pictured here from an Easter display.

Ever seeking to point to the deeper meaning, the Art and 
Environment utilizes larger statement decorations, such as 

the jars pictured, to symbolize the liturgical season.

mailto:rthomas@bscky.org


2409 Dixie Highway 
Ft. Mitchell, KY 41017

Phone: (859) 331-4302
www.BSCKY.org

Blessed
  Sacrament

LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 4 p.m. | Sunday: 9:00 (with Children’s Liturgy) & 11:00 a.m. | Weekdays: Monday - Friday: 6:30 a.m., Monday - 

Saturday: 10:00 a.m. (When school is in session, Mass is at 8:45 a.m. instead of 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday & Friday) 
Holy Days: 7 p.m. (prior day Vigil, excluding All Saints Day) 6:30 & 10 a.m. 

Eucharistic Exposition: Wednesdays following Mass — Benediction to close exposition: 6:15 p.m. 

SACRAMENTAL RECONCILIATION
Saturday: 2:30-3:30 p.m.|Thursday before First Friday: 10:30 a.m. |Third Tuesday: 6:30-7:30 p.m.

The Stewardship of Prayerful Music continued from front cover

With a viola, cello and eight violins, the String 
Ensemble blesses us with their gift of music. The 
group has varying degrees of ability, from profes-
sionals to semi-beginners. One member was a retir-
ee who decided to focus on learning the violin — he 
has been playing the violin for about a year and a 
half, and with the String Ensemble for a year. 

Barb encourages anyone who plays cello, viola, 
violin or string bass to get involved. In the past, high 
school students have played with the group, as have 
college students when they are home on break. The 
String Ensemble does not require a major commit-
ment, as members only practice on the Tuesday 

night of the week they play. They play one Sunday 
of the month at the 9 a.m. Mass. Periodically, they 
add an extra practice. 

“It’s a unique thing to have live string players at 
Mass,” Barb says. “We get so many lovely comments 
from people on how much it is appreciated. It adds 
a unique beauty to the Mass.” 

And whether or not parishioners may feel com-
pelled to share their talents through music ministry, 
Barb still encourages all to get involved in the Mass. 

“You are giving back when you assist at 
Mass, but you are also getting so much in  
return,” Barb says.

If you would like more information on the String Ensemble, please contact Barb Salzman at gbsalzman@gmail.com.

http://www.BSCKY.org
mailto:gbsalzman@gmail.com

