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Becoming stewards in community

If you’re a senior member of our parish — 55 
years old and up — and you’re looking for a 

chance to make friends, enjoy fellowship, and get 
more involved in parish life, make plans to attend 
the next Blessed Sacrament Seniors meeting at 
11:30 a.m., the fourth Monday of each month in 
the church undercroft.

“We now have between 20 to 30 members,” says 
Mary Louise Haglage, Director of Seniors Ministry, 
and President of the group. “Membership is down 
because of people who have moved into nursing 
homes, are ill or have passed. This is one of the 
things I have to do is try to grow our membership.”

During the meetings, Mary Louise will introduce 
the new members, announce birthdays, cover old 
business and field suggestions from the group.

“They like that,” she says. “We talk about 
whatever the members like to bring up.”

There may be a short program and the members 
enjoy their bag lunches they bring to the sessions. 
After lunch, the members break out into groups to 
play cards or Bingo.

Any trips are planned through an outside contact.

Blessed Sacrament Seniors Ministry 
Offering Fellowship, Fun and Great Conversation
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The word “talent” often conjures up images of 
stage performers in the spotlight, captivating 

awestruck audiences with their impeccable musical 
or acting skills.

While these talented performers are certainly 
deserving of applause, the majority of the population 
sits hidden in the shadows, staring on in amazement 
while feeling overlooked — and perhaps wishing to 
possess such talents themselves. But even when we 
feel overlooked and untalented, God knows better. 
As Christians, we are all called to dig deep and trust 
that we are specially blessed with valuable talents 
and abilities, even if our talents aren’t so obvious or 
don’t garner applause and accolades.

Along with “time” and “treasure,” “talent” is 
one of the “three Ts” of stewardship. Exploring our 
natural inclinations and preferences, especially 
when guided by the intricacies of our unique 
personalities, can unearth God-given talents.

“There are different kinds of spiritual gifts, but 
the same spirit,” writes St. Paul in his First Letter 
to the Corinthians. “There are different forms of 
service, but the same Lord.”

Some people have the gift of working peacefully 
with children. Equipped with patience and 
gentleness, they are able to guide young souls to 
the Lord. Yet, others shudder at the thought of 
a classroom full of 5-year-olds, and instead seek 
the quiet solace of behind-the-scenes tasks — 
cleaning the church, sewing altar cloths or stuffing 
envelopes.

Our interests and abilities are varied, and our 
volunteer options are endless, as we are called 

to give our talents back to God in loving service. 
Examine your heart and prayerfully discern your 
gifts, then direct those gifts towards serving the 
people of God.

H. Jackson Brown, Jr., author of Life’s Little 
Instruction Book, once said, “Talent without 
discipline is like an octopus on roller skates. 
There’s plenty of movement, but you never know if 
it is going to be forwards, backwards, or sideways.”

If our gifts of talent are not guided by the 
discipline of prayer, just like an octopus on roller 
skates, we will get nowhere fast! Yet, if we keep 
our eyes on the goal of heaven and serve the Lord 
with joyfulness, our efforts will produce a bountiful 
harvest. In the words of St. Paul to the Corinthians, 
“Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, 
and whoever sows bountifully will reap bountifully.”

The next time you sit quietly in the shadows 
behind a glaring stage spotlight, rest assured that 
your talents are no less impressive in the eyes of 
God, and will always be “applauded” when directed 
to the service of His people.

Bring It to the Spotlight!

Got Talent?

Our interests and abilities are varied, 
and our volunteer options are endless, 

as we are called to give our talents 
back to God in loving service. Examine 

your heart and prayerfully discern 
your gifts, then direct those gifts 

towards serving the people of God.
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When reading through our newsletter, it is clear 
that we often discuss and reflect upon the top-

ic of ministries — within our community and beyond 
— and how Christ shares His ministry with us.

As a faith community that is committed to liv-
ing out stewardship, we all share in Christ’s min-
istry. And while we share our many gifts with God 
and His Church, we take the truths set forth in the 
readings from Scripture and apply them to present-
day life. Of course, that’s what you are supposed 
to do when you share your faith with your family, 
friends, neighbors and coworkers.

But what does it mean to “share our faith”? 
Well, it is exactly what parents — as the “domestic 
church” — are supposed to do with their children. 
Furthermore, lay people act as catechists when 
they teach religion classes in Catholic schools or 
help with religious education programs in their 
parishes. 

“Sharing the faith” also encompasses serving 
and providing assistance to those in need, both 
within and beyond the parish community, or bring-
ing the Eucharist to the ill or homebound who can-
not regularly attend Mass. In these ways and more, 
lay people have many opportunities to participate 
directly in the ministry of the Church.

But as the Second Vatican Council reminded us, 
“An apostolate of this kind does not consist only in 
the witness of one’s way of life; a true apostle looks 
for opportunities to announce Christ by words ad-
dressed either to non-believers with a view to lead-
ing them to faith, or to the faithful with a view to 
instructing, strengthening, and encouraging them 
to a more fervent life” (Apostolicam Actuositatem, 
Decree on the Apostolate of the Laity, 6).

In other words, we must proclaim our Christian 
faith through our actions and how we live our lives 
— and also be prepared to share it in words if we 
are given the opportunity. With this in mind, we 
may each want to make a commitment of time to 
study the Scriptures and the Church’s teachings 

so that we may be better 
prepared to share the 
faith!

Of course, the 
month of Octo-
ber draws us a 
little closer to the 
end of the year 
— thus, we are 
soon approach-
ing the celebration 
of Thanksgiving, and 
the Advent and Christ-
mas seasons. In the next 
few months, we will each have so many opportuni-
ties to share our faith through words and actions. 
I ask you to prayerfully consider how you will take 
advantage of these opportunities, living as stew-
ards carrying out His ministry every day, for the 
rest of this year and beyond.

May God grant you the grace to share richly as 
a disciple of Christ!

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Rev. Daniel J. Vogelpohl
Pastor

Bring It to the Spotlight!

This Month and Beyond, Let Us Share 
the Faith in Word and Action

A Letter From Our Pastor

Dear Parishioners,
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Feeding the Hungry:

The statistics are startling. 
Nearly 800 million people in 

the world do not have adequate 
nutrition. You don’t have to leave 
the TV on for long before you’re 
encouraged to sponsor a hungry 
child in a third world country or 
even here in the United States. 
People are starving.

And as important as it is 
to help those in need of food 
around the world, there is an-
other kind of hunger that is of-
ten ignored. Loneliness. Feeling 
worthless or unloved. Anger, 
bitterness, hurt. These things 
are also signs of hunger, but not 
hunger that can be satisfied by 
any natural food. These are ex-
amples of spiritual hunger, and 
they can only be satisfied by 
spiritual food. 

Along with priests and dea-
cons, lay people within our parish serve as Extraor-
dinary Ministers of Holy Communion, or EMHCs. 
Recognizing the spiritual hunger in their communi-
ty, they choose to serve the parish by helping bring 
nourishment to those in need of the Eucharist, the 
“Bread of Life.” 

“It’s humbling to know that God needs us in or-
der to touch this other person, these other people,” 
says Fr. Dan Vogelpohl of his role as a priest and 

that of the EMHCs. “In being a 
Minister of Communion, God is 
somehow providing what that 
person needs, and we don’t even 
know what it is, and yet, we’re 
the ones giving it to them.”

Parishioner Jo An Daniels 
has served as an EMHC for the 
past 20 years, both at Mass and 
by bringing Communion to pa-
rishioners who are homebound. 

“I like serving the parish 
and I like the feeling that I am 
a vessel to give our Lord to the 
parishioners,” Jo An says. “It’s 
always been a wonderful experi-
ence for me.”

Adam Fortner is a senior in 
high school and has served for 
the past three years, since re-
ceiving the Sacrament of Confir-
mation and turning 16.

“The best part is you actual-
ly get to hold in your hands the Body and Blood of 
Christ, which is pretty powerful,” he says. “Words 
can’t really describe it. I altar served most of my 
life, and as I got older, I felt like this was the next 
step.”

Many who serve in this ministry find that it 
deepens their love for and appreciation of the 
Blessed Sacrament, as well as the Mass.

“My appreciation of the Eucharist has grown 

Jo An Daniels has served as an EMHC 
to the homebound, as well as at Mass, 

for many years. 

“We need you, the Church needs you! It’s a wonderful way for you to grow in your faith. 
I find that my faith is fed by seeing the faith of others receiving the Eucharist. By being a 

minister, you will find yourself growing in faith.” — Fr. Dan Vogelpohl
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Feeding the Hungry:

deeper,” Jo An says. “Seeing the people who are 
homebound and seeing how much it means to 
them, for me to come and bring them the Body of 
our Lord, it has made me have a greater apprecia-
tion for Holy Communion, as well.”

“I find that once someone becomes an Extraor-
dinary Minister, even at Masses when they’re not 
ministering, they engage more in the Mass and 
they seem to have a better sense of the importance 
and the meaning of it all,” Fr. Vogelpohl says. 

“I’m more engaged in Mass in general because 
I feel like I get to play an integral part in Mass,” 
Adam adds.

Serving as an EMHC can also be an opportunity 
to strengthen the bond between the minister and 
the other members of the congregation. 

“There is a bond formed between a parent and 
a child, when you have to feed that child,” Fr. Vo-
gelpohl says. “I think that same thing happens be-
tween an Extraordinary Minister and members of 
the congregation, just by them engaging in that act 
of feeding them the Body and Blood of Christ, it 
forms a bond between them. I think they find them-
selves being more intimately joined to the commu-
nity by engaging in that ministry.”

“I truly do feel it’s a blessing, to make myself 
available to those in need and to bring our Lord to 
these people and hopefully increase their faith,” Jo 
An says. “It’s very rewarding and humbling at the 
same time.”

Fr. Vogelpohl encourages people to consider 
serving the parish as an EMHC. 

“We need you, the Church needs you!” Fr. Vo-
gelpohl says. “It’s a wonderful way for you to grow 
in your faith. I find that my faith is fed by seeing 
the faith of others receiving the Eucharist. By being 
a minister, you will find yourself growing in faith.”

“I’ve sometimes asked people, ‘Would you  

consider being an Extraordinary Minister?’” he 
adds. “And they say, ‘Oh Father, I’m not worthy to 
do that.’ You know, none of us are worthy. I’m not 
worthy to be priest, but it’s what God wants me to 
do, so I need to do it.”

Adam Fortner is a high school student who began 
serving as an EMHC shortly after receiving the 

Sacrament of Confirmation. 

If you are interested in serving our parish as an EMHC 
and would like to be nominated and sent for training 
at the diocese, please contact Fr. Dan Vogelpohl at 

dvogelpohl@bscky.org or 859-331-4302.

mailto:dvogelpohl@bscky.org
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Blessed Sacrament’s

Described by St. Pope John Paul II as “the most 
important work on earth,” the pro-life move-

ment is at the very heart of Catholicism. By advo-
cating and interceding for the weak and defense-
less, we help transform today’s culture of death into 
a culture of life. And that, says coordinator Kathy 
Thamann, is ultimately the mission and purpose of 
Blessed Sacrament’s Respect Life Team.

“Pro-life is really a broad category, and we know 
that it means more than just the saving of a life,” 
Kathy says. “It means caring for all human life, 
through things like food, shelter, clothing, and even 
instruction and healthcare. But our diocese and 
parish have many other groups which concentrate 
on these other areas. We feel like God is calling us 
to focus on abortion — to do our best to eliminate 
this horror from our culture, transforming our so-
ciety into a culture of life once again.”

Kathy notes that since abortion’s legalization in 
1973, more babies have died through abortion than 
the combined deaths of American soldiers in every 
war beginning with our fight for independence all 
the way through today’s Middle Eastern conflicts.

“The sheer number of children murdered 

through abortion is over-
whelming,” Kathy 
says. “That’s why 
in early spring, 
we always put up 
4,000 crosses on 
our parish cam-
pus, signifying 
how many babies 
are killed in our 
country every sin-
gle day.”

Through the Respect 
Life Team, Kathy and her 
fellow co-leader, Pat Bethell, work 
to foster a greater pro-life aware-
ness and activism in the faith com-
munity. This is done first and fore-
most through prayer, inviting Our 
Lady’s powerful intercession to transform hearts 
and minds and trusting in God’s providence. 

“Fighting this fight against evil is absolutely 
huge and it can be very discouraging,” Pat says. 
“And so it’s very comforting to be able to turn to 

Serving as Witnesses of Life

Respect  Life  Team

Respect 
Life Team 

leaders Kathy 
Thamann and 

Pat Bethell

continued on page 7

Respect Life Team members placing crosses on the parish grounds as 
a reminder of the number of  children who lose their lives to abortion daily.
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prayer and say to God, ‘What do you want us to 
do?’ And that’s when I think of Christ’s words to 
the Apostles before His ascension, ‘It’s not for you 
to know the times or seasons that the Father has 
established by his own authority…but you will be 
my witnesses in Jerusalem, throughout Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth’ (Acts 1:7-8).”

Taking to heart these words, the Respect Life 
Team works hard to become those witnesses of life 
in a wide variety of ways. They meet to prayerfully 
protest each Monday morning following the 10:00 
a.m. Mass at the local Planned Parenthood facility. 
They also pray the Rosary together on Wednesday 
evenings at 6 p.m. and on Sunday mornings follow-
ing the 9:30 a.m. Mass. In addition, they host pro-
life speakers and workshops throughout the year, 
sponsor youth for the Annual March for Life, and 
participate in diocesan pro-life events. 

In the process, ministry members can’t help but 
be encouraged as they witness the faith of others 
and witness the power of prayer again and again.

“I’ve grown tremendously over the years through 
the spirituality of our members and have formed 
wonderful friendships,” Kathy says.

“It really helps you grow in faith, reminding us 
that even though it feels daunting, all we have to do 
is believe,” Pat adds.

Blessed Sacrament’s Respect Life Team  continued from page 6

 From putting out crosses, praying in front of local abortion 
facilities or praying the Rosary together, the Respect 

Life Team is committed to creating an awareness of and 
working toward eliminating abortion in our country.

All parishioners are welcome. If you would like more information, please contact either 
Kathy Thamann at 859-341-4486 or Pat Bethell at 859-341-8405. The Respect Life Team meets monthly at 

Kathy Thamann’s home on the second Monday of each month — please contact Kathy for more details.

Heavenly Father, 
the beauty and dignity of 

human life was the crowning of 
Your creation.

You further ennobled that life when 
Your Son became one with us in His 

incarnation. 

Help us to realize the sacredness 
of human life and to respect it from 
the moment of conception until the 

last moment at death. 

Give us courage to speak 
with truth and love and with 
conviction in defense of life.

 
Help us to extend the gentle hand of 
mercy and forgiveness to those who 

do not reverence Your gift of life. 

To all, grant pardon for the times 
we have failed to be grateful for 

Your precious gift of life or to 
respect it in others. 

We ask this in Jesus’ Name. 

Amen.



LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 4 p.m. | Sunday: 8, 9:30 & 11:30 a.m. | Weekdays: Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday: 6:30 a.m. and 10 a.m.; 

Wednesday and Friday: 6:30 a.m. and 8:45 a.m.; Saturday 10 a.m.
Holy Days: 7 p.m. (prior day Vigil, excluding All Saints Day) 6:30 & 10 a.m.

Eucharistic Exposition: Wednesdays following Mass — Benediction to close exposition: 6:15 p.m.

SACRAMENTAL RECONCILIATION
Saturday: 2:30-3:30 p.m.|Thursday before First Friday: 10:30 a.m. |Third Tuesday: 6:30-7:30 p.m.

2409 Dixie Highway 
Ft. Mitchell, KY 41017

Phone: (859) 331-4302
www.BSCKY.org
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The fellowship that the group shares is most 
evident.

“It is important,” Mary Louise says. “It seems 
like it’s very important to them to meet with friends 
and enjoy cards or Bingo. This is one of their main 
objectives — to have these meetings each month so 
they can be with their friends. The fee is only 50 
cents per meeting. The Bingo costs 50 cents per 
card and they put in a dollar or two and use it for a 
prize. Sometimes the members will bring in a prize.”

There is a sense of community — of family — in 

the group, and Mary Louise has been talking with 
the members about how they can become involved 
in the parish. The younger members, who trend 
toward 55 years of age, are particularly eager to do 
so.

“They can bring a lot of good things,” Mary Louise 
says.

But no matter the age of the members, everyone 
enjoys getting together and sharing conversation. 

“They just enjoy being together,” Mary Louise 
says.

There is no official registration to join this wonderful ministry of fellowship and fun — all you have 
to do is stop in. “Come on in!” Mary Louise Haglage says. “You’ll find someone you know.”

http://www.BSCKY.org

