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Over the past 100 years, Blessed 
Sacrament Parish has become a 

spiritual home to countless families 
and individuals. It’s formed us in the 
faith, seen us through some of life’s 
most joy-filled and sorrowful moments, 
and become, for many of us, a home 
away from home. And this year’s 
Centennial Parish Picnic, says event 
coordinator Grace Neltner, will be a 
unique opportunity for parishioners 
both old and new to celebrate and 
remember these bountiful blessings.

“There are countless [people] who 
have been touched and will continue 
to be touched by God’s blessings 
through Blessed Sacrament Church 

and School,” says Grace. “All the 
former and current students, staff, 
and parishioners; all those who 
were married and received other 
sacraments in the church, all of the 
family generations, all who would like 
to join the Church or enroll in the 
school — this will be an opportunity 
for us to all come together to reunite, 
reminisce and enjoy the spirit of 
Blessed Sacrament.”

Blessed Sacrament’s Centennial 
Family Picnic is scheduled for Sunday, 
Sept. 22, from 4 to 8 p.m. on both the 
church and school grounds. Highlights 
of the day will include special guest 
appearances from past and current 
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While there is already a group of enthusiastic volunteers working on the planning and logistics for 
this event, still more people will needed to help before, during and after the celebration. If you are 

interested, please contact Grace Neltner at either 513-518-5444 or neltner448@gmail.com. 

church and school staff, live music, Cornhole, 
and activities for both kids and teenagers. Local 
food trucks will also be stationed around campus 
offering a wide variety of food options for purchase. 
Fort Mitchell Baptist Church has graciously offered 
their back parking lot for overflow parking. There 
will also be handicap parking in the lot to the right 
of the priest house. 

At the center of all of these festivities, says 
Grace, is the overarching theme of homecoming as 
we celebrate all the good that has and will continue 
to come out of our faith community.

“It’s all about remembering and celebrating the 
past, while looking ahead with hope and promise 
for the future,” Grace says. “We are a family 
and Blessed Sacrament is our home. We look 
forward to welcoming new members to our family 
while also welcoming back those who have been 
distant. For those who have roots, how fun it will 
be to see staff, classmates and parishioners who 
haven’t been seen in years. Oh, the stories and 
laughter that will be shared!”

As part of this homecoming celebration, 
Grace and her fellow committee members look 
forward to orchestrating “the largest Circle Song 

that Blessed Sacrament Church has ever had.” A 
treasured Blessed Sacrament tradition, this song 
is sung each year at both the first and last Mass 
of the school year. Thus, it’s fitting to bring us 
all together as an entire faith community during 
this milestone celebration since as Catholics and 
Blessed Sacrament parishioners, we truly are “part 
of the circle that will last forever.”

“Over the years this Circle Song has touched 
the hearts of countless students, parents, 
grandparents, staff and parishioners,” Grace says. 
“For those who have never heard it before, you are 
in for a heartwarming treat.”

Please be sure to mark your calendars and 
help us continue to spread the word about our 
approaching Centennial Picnic!

“The Blessed Sacrament family tree has been 
rooted in the love of Christ for 100 years, and will 
continue to branch out in the same beautiful way 
for generations to come,” Grace says. “Please invite 
family, friends, former classmates and parishioners. 
Reach out to those who no longer live in the 
community — invite your neighbors and friends 
who are maybe interested in learning more about 
our church and school.”

“It’s all about remembering and celebrating the past, while looking ahead with 
hope and promise for the future. We are a family and Blessed Sacrament is 
our home. We look forward to welcoming new members to our family while 

also welcoming back those who have been distant. For those who have roots, 
how fun it will be to see staff, classmates and parishioners who haven’t been 

seen in years. Oh, the stories and laughter that will be shared!” — Grace Neltner
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A Letter From Our Pastor

I know that many people are not on a school year 
calendar. But for many of us, September brings 

a livelier rhythm to our schedules. Life just seems 
to get busier after Labor Day. Therefore, this month 
seems to be a good time to think about our priori-
ties and to pray for God’s guidance.

It has been said that the truly important is of-
ten pushed aside by the merely urgent. So, as you 
review your priorities, please make sure that you 
include what’s really important!

First of all, be sure to include time for God, as 
well as for job, family and recreation. Of prime im-
portance, make sure that Mass on Sundays is a top 
priority — that’s the most important event of the 
week. In addition, reserve some time for personal 
Scripture study, as well as prayer with your family 
or a prayer group — then incorporate that into your 
daily and weekly routine. 

There are many forces pulling at us as we decide 
where to use our talents. For most of us, our jobs 
claim the lion’s share of our efforts and sometimes 
threaten to engulf our whole lives. We also have 
responsibilities to our families and legitimate calls 
for service to the community — that obviously in-
cludes the Church. We have lots of areas for service 
right here in our own parish — religious education, 
music, serving as an usher, or any one of the many 
ministries in which you may use your talents to 
grow closer to God.

Finally, we have to set priorities for using our 
money. As Christians, we are responsible to God 

for the use of the finan-
cial resources He has 
entrusted to us — no 
matter if it’s a lot 
or a little — and 
to make a return 
to God in thanks-
giving. In this re-
gard, Scripture 
gives us the tithe 
as a goal. Working 
toward a tithe may 
mean some changes in 
your priorities, but I can 
tell you from personal experience that those who 
have adopted this as their standard of giving ex-
perience a joy rooted in the spiritual growth that 
occurs as we continually live out the “three Ts” of 
stewardship — time, talent and treasure.

Priorities are certainly a part of life. As you re-
view your own priorities, especially now that many 
regular routines are starting up again, ask yourself 
how you will use the time, talent and treasure en-
trusted to you by God.

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Rev. Daniel J. Vogelpohl
Pastor

Dear Parishioners,

in OrderPrioritiesGetting Our
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Bob Wilson Reflects on His Role at 
the Diocesan Catholic Children’s Home

Little did Bob Wilson know when he 
was a Northern Kentucky Univer-

sity student working at the Diocesan 
Catholic Children’s Home (DCCH) in 
the mid-1980s that he would return 
to the site of his college job almost 30 
years later. 

Following his first experience work-
ing with children at the home, Bob 
went on to earn a master’s degree in 
clinical psychology. He spent many 
years working in the mental health 
field before deciding to explore a career 
in pharmaceutical sales in 2000. Bob 
had been on the board of directors of 
the DCCH for over 10 years when the 
retirement of Sister Jean Marie Hoff-
man meant that the home was in need 
of a new executive director.

“Sr. Jean Marie was leaving some 
big shoes to fill,” Bob says. “I was on 
the committee to find her replacement, 
and we hadn’t found anyone who was a 
good fit. Suddenly, I heard a little voice 
saying, ‘Maybe you could do this.’ Then 
Sr. Jean Marie told me she thought I 
would be a good fit for the job, and fi-
nally I had to say ‘yes.’ Maybe you can 
say ‘no’ to the Holy Spirit, but you can’t 
say ‘no’ to Sr. Jean Marie!”

Taking on the role of executive di-
rector at DCCH, Bob witnessed first-
hand the amazing team of employees 
and volunteers that Sr. Jean Marie 

continued on page 5

“For me, the Gospel is compassion and unconditional love and serving the 
poor, and these kids not only come from physically poor environments, 
but also emotionally poor. The special place that children had in Jesus’ 

preaching and experience is what inspires us.” — Bob Wilson

Bob Wilson (right), Executive Director of the Diocesan Catholic Children’s 
Home, stands with Bill Miller (left), a fellow parishioner who grew up in 

the home and has continued to serve there for decades
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had assembled during her time there, and he was 
thankful for their help with the transition. Today, 
the home continues to provide an outstanding and 
necessary service to children in need. Currently, 49 
children between the ages of 6 and 14 live at the 
residential home. They are in the custody of the 
state either permanently or temporarily, most often 
due to abuse or neglect.

Each and every day, the DCCH strives to bring 
the light of Christ to the children.

“It’s about modeling the love of Christ and show-
ing compassion,” Bob says. “These kids know that 
we’re not going to give up on them. We try our best 
to provide a structure that is healthy and engaging 
for them, and give them the opportunity to be a kid. 
So many haven’t had that chance to just be a kid.”

In addition to the residential program, DCCH 
also runs a foster program and an outpatient ther-
apeutic program that serves over 50 children. By 
providing strong support and targeted case man-
agement to foster families, the organization hopes 
to help alleviate challenges brought on by the criti-
cal shortage of foster parents in our state.

When reflecting on his role at the DCCH, Bob 
is quick to recognize the invaluable support of his 
wife — and fellow psychologist — Diane.

“Diane has been very encouraging,” he says. “As 
I’ve gotten started, there have been times she has 
reassured me and kept me grounded.”

Bob and Diane are longtime Blessed Sacrament 
parishioners, and their three adult children attend-
ed Covington Catholic High School and Notre Dame 
Academy. Faith and service have always been a 
part of family life for the Wilsons, who volunteer 
monthly at the parish kitchen. 

Now, what Bob wants for the children at DCCH 
is the same thing he has always desired for his own 
children.

“I hope that they can be legitimate lights of 
Christ for other people — that they can treat people 
with dignity and respect, be sensitive to the needs 

of others, and serve people with the skills and re-
sources that God gave them,” he says.

In serving, Bob feels that he has always received 
far more than he has ever given. He counts the sup-
port and generosity of our parish among his many 
blessings.

“Fr. Dan and a lot of people from Blessed Sacra-
ment have been very supportive of our organization 
and our kids, and I just want to thank them for 
opening up their hearts to us,” he says. “We have 
such gratitude for them and other people from the 
area who donate as well.”

Bob is grateful for the opportunity to answer 
the call he heard from the Holy Spirit — and Sr. 
Jean Marie Hoffman! — to live his Catholic faith to 
the fullest by directing the Diocesan Catholic Chil-
dren’s Home.

“Not to oversimplify, but for me, the Gospel is 
compassion and unconditional love and serving the 
poor, and these kids not only come from physically 
poor environments, but also emotionally poor,” he 
says. “The special place that children had in Jesus’ 
preaching and experience is what inspires us.” 

Ties between BSC and the DCCH stretch 
back to the 1871 dedication of Saint John’s 

Orphanage.  Thirty area families began 
attending Mass in the orphanage chapel.  In 

1908, Bishop Maes approved the ever-growing 
congregation’s request to form a parish.  Not 
until 1916, however, was a pastor appointed, 

Fr. William Blees.  A year later, land was 
purchased nearby for a new church and 

school, and Fr. Blees requested that the new 
parish be named Blessed Sacrament.  In 1961, 

St. John’s and St. Joseph’s Orphanages merged 
and became the DCCH.   
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Praying Together, Staying Together: 
The Importance of Family Prayer

“The family that prays together stays together.”
This famous slogan was coined in 1947 by 

writer Al Scalpone, and has been frequently ref-
erenced ever since. The phrase pinpoints the true 
power of prayer, and the importance of making 
family prayer a consistent practice in our lives. 

As Christian disciples, we are striving to fol-
low Jesus — to grow in our love of Him and to 
serve Him through the use of our time, talent and 
treasure. If we desire to follow in His footsteps, we 
must first begin by getting to know Him. Spend-
ing time with the Lord in prayer forms a founda-
tion on which we can build our lives as Christian 
disciples, much in the same way that spending 
time with a girlfriend or boyfriend forms the foun-
dation of a strong relationship. 

The Christian family is the first place where 
children learn to pray. The Catechism of the Cath-
olic Church calls the family unit “Ecclesia domes-
tica,” or “the Domestic Church” (1656). Thus, 
parents have a responsibility to set an example 
by taking time for personal prayer every day, and 
making family prayer a regular practice. This not 
only sets an example for the children, but also 
provides them with a faith-filled foundation and 

brings them closer to the Lord — forming them as 
grateful stewards of their time. 

There are many ways in which a family can 
pray together. One of the most important times 
for prayer is before meals, where we thank God for 
His blessings, and for the food on our family table. 
Families may also share in the formal prayers of 
the Church, or perhaps pray a Rosary together ev-
ery night. We can also thank the Lord aloud, ask-
ing Him to answer our prayers and offering Him 
our daily petitions. One often-suggested method of 
family prayer is ACTS, where we offer Adoration, 
Contrition, Thanksgiving and Supplication. Fami-
lies may also go to their church and kneel together 
before the Blessed Sacrament, offering prayers in 
Christ’s Presence. 

These are just several of the many opportu-
nities for families to pray together. Of course, 
prayer will be influenced by each family’s dynam-
ics and personalities. But no matter how we pray, 
it is important that we make the time to do so. 
This will deepen the family’s relationship with 
the Lord, our commitment as His disciples will 
be stronger, and we may continually renew and 
foster our families’ bonds.
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Music Through the Ages: 
  Sounds of the Century Concert

One of the most wonderful 
aspects about music is its 

power to bring back strong mem-
ories, as Music Director Matt 
Spencer points out.

“It can bring back a memory, 
maybe of a choir member they 
sat next to, that passed away, or 
maybe people reminisce on their 
childhood and it brings them 
back to that child-like faith,” 
Matt says.  

This year, as part of Blessed 
Sacrament’s centennial celebra-
tion, parishioners are invited 
to join us for a unique musical 
event, our Sounds of the Cen-
tury Concert. The concert will 
take place on Oct. 20, at 7 p.m. 
in the church.

“It’s a celebration of the musi-
cal heritage that this parish has,” 
Matt says. “It will involve all of 
our ensembles — the Adult Choir, 
the Children’s Choir, String En-
semble, Handbell Choir.”

Music will be featured from all 
of the different decades over the 
past 100 years, featuring a vari-
ety of different vocal and instru-
mental pieces. 

“We’re going through each de-
cade of the parish’s history and 

we’re going to have the top piece 
from that decade,” Matt says. “I’m 
going to be asking different choir 
members to give a little explana-
tion of each piece and little an-
ecdotes. When people come and 
hear the music, they’ll really feel 
like they’re connected to it.

“With this concert, you’re 

going to hear a little bit of every-
thing — you’re going to hear li-
turgical music, you’ll hear some 
sacred music and religious mu-
sic,” he adds. “It’s all beauty that 
is meant to glorify God.”

In addition, the concert will 
feature unique pieces written 
by longtime Blessed Sacrament 

continued on back cover

The concert will be a wonderful opportunity not only to 
hear beautiful pieces of art, but also to reflect on the ways the
 faith has been passed down through music over the decades.

“It’s a good opportunity to bring people together. Everyone is going to hear 
something that they like. There is something for everyone because the church has 
become so diverse and it’s become a place for everyone. There’s something there 
for everyone, whether they’re just there to hear the sounds or if they’re there to 

have their faith fostered.” — Matt Spencer, Music Director
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LITURGY SCHEDULE
Saturday Vigil: 4 p.m. | Sunday: 9:00 & 11:00 a.m. | Weekdays: Tuesday & Thursday: 6:30 a.m., 

Monday through Saturday: 10:00 a.m. (When school is in session, Mass is at 8:45 a.m. instead of 10:00 a.m. on Wednesday & Friday)
Holy Days: 7 p.m. (prior day Vigil, excluding All Saints Day) 6:30 & 10 a.m. 

Communion Service: Monday, Wednesday, and Friday - 6:30 am
Eucharistic Exposition: Wednesdays following Mass — Benediction to close exposition: 6:15 p.m.

SACRAMENTAL RECONCILIATION
Saturday: 2:30-3:30 p.m.|Thursday before First Friday: 10:30 a.m. |Third Tuesday: 6:30-7:30 p.m.

Sounds of the Century Concert  continued from page 7

Music Director George Higdon. 
“George Higdon was here from 1938 to 1972 

and he had a very wide influence on liturgical mu-
sic,” Matt says. “He reached a lot of people with his 
music — he arranged music and wrote some of his 
own music, which was published.”

Matt hopes that the concert will be an oppor-
tunity not only to hear beautiful pieces of art, but 
also to reflect on the ways the faith has been passed 
down through music over the decades.

“I hope it brings people’s minds to a real place 
of reflection and prayer, calling to mind the people 
who have gone before us and done the good work 
that made Blessed Sacrament what it is today,” 
Matt says. “[The music] is words that people can 

have in their tool bag, when they need to evange-
lize. That’s what I’m hoping for when I do this kind 
of a thing — it’s tools for people to have in their tool 
bag for evangelization.”

Matt encourages parishioners to take advan-
tage of this opportunity to celebrate the heritage 
of music at Blessed Sacrament along with other 
members of the parish. 

“It’s a good opportunity to bring people together,” 
Matt says. “Everyone is going to hear something that 
they like. There is something for everyone because 
the church has become so diverse and it’s become 
a place for everyone. There’s something there for ev-
eryone, whether they’re just there to hear the sounds 
or if they’re there to have their faith fostered.”


