
PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF 

February 7, 2017 

 
Present at the meeting: 
 
Father Jack Sheaffer, pastor 
Bill Brawner, deacon 
Franco Dell’Olio, chair 
Ray Fontaine, co-chair 
Francesca Forrest, secretary 
Theresa Murphy, Adult Education 
Paula Moran, Communications 
Sue Dexter, Hospitality 
John and Therese Rakouskas, Marriage Enrichment 
Pat Skaza, Music Ministry 
Carla Dell’Olio, Vocations 
Jeanne Brzycki, webminister 
Terry Fontaine 
 

1. Meeting called to order at approximately 7:30 

 

2. Prayer  

 

3. December minutes accepted; agenda accepted, March and April calendars reviewed 

 

4. Commission Reports 

A. Adult Education 

-- Women of Grace: next topic will be “rediscovering Jesus.” 
-- next meeting of the dinner club will be 26 March. 

B. Communications 
(no report) 

C. Family Life 

(no report) 
D. Hospitality 

-- Will be available next week to help out at the Sunday brunch buffet for Gabrielle Engel (see under 
Vocations). 

E. Marriage Enrichment 

-- Reviewed videos at formed.org for marriage preparation courses. 
-- Retreat for Group 1 of Belchertown’s Teams of Our Lady is scheduled for March 12. 
-- Group 3 and Group 2 had their retreat last week. 

F. New Evangelization 

-- Everything went well for the “cold-weather initiative” – parishioners took prayer cards to give away, 
along with gift cards to eateries or supermarkets (which parishioners will buy on their own), to 
homeless people. 

G. Spiritual Life 
-- Next meeting is February 22 at 6:30. 
-- At last meeting they analyzed the programs falling under Spiritual Life to determine the breadth of 

their responsibilities. They also went over the Lenten Mission and looked at the new parish website. 



H. Vocations 
-- Carla Dell’Olio: thanked Fr. Jack for fixing the broken Vocations Cross. 
-- April 26 will be the Mass of the Seminarians’ intentions, also for Bishop and Director of Vocations. 
-- There will be a Sunday brunch buffet for Gabrielle Engel, who is in discernment. Proceeds from sale 

of tickets for the brunch will help cover her travel expenses to the motherhouse of the Sisters 
Adorers of the Royal Heart of Jesus, and will also cover a gift to the motherhouse. 
 

5. New Business 

A. Total for ornament sales 

-- Initial cost was $3,465.67; we earned $3,300. If we sell 8 more, we will break even on this year’s 
sales. However, we made money on the sale of last year’s ornament, so taking that into account, we 
haven’t lost money. 

-- Ray Fontaine: Probably the ornaments did less well this year because they were sold alongside three 
CDs, and there’s only so much money people have to spend. 

-- Ray recommends we go ahead and do an ornament sale next year. 
B. Gayle Tyler’s Chocolate Sale 

-- She is selling Trappist Monk chocolate to raise money for Harmony House, which cares for the 
terminally ill. 

-- Dates of the sale: February 4/5 and 11/12 after Mass. 
C. Organ 

-- Delivery date is now March 21. 
D. Fr. Jack’s Business  

-- Wants to put off Bishop’s visit until the fall, by which time he will have had a chance to make an 
imprint on the parish.  

-- Has a sign-up sheet to meet with each of the commissions. (Meeting will be approximately an hour.) 
-- Has introduced funeral ministers. 

-- Carolyn Groves and Will LeBrun 
-- They will help families plan readings, etc. 
-- Right now Beers & Story do it, but it should be from the community. 
-- They can also preside over a burial, as you don’t need to be ordained to do that. 

-- NCYC Dinner 
-- Fr. Jack will prepare a 7-course Italian dinner for 12, sometime after Easter, $100 per ticket, to 

help raise money.  
-- New website 

-- Domain has changed from www.stfrancisbtown.org to http://www.stfrancisbelchertown.com. 
-- New site is very spiffy; links to many things; there is a blog; saint of the day; homilies are 

available, etc. 
-- Parish app coming at the end of February.  

-- If school is closed due to inclement weather, there will be no daily Mass. 
-- Would like to have the pastoral council meet earlier. 
-- Roseann Montefusco proposed a fundraiser: Hiring “Father Patrick Aloysius Misgivings” (comedy 

show). We’ll discuss this next meeting. 
E. Miscellaneous  

-- Need to update the ServSafe certification for Ray and Maureen. Franco will be running a class in 
Belchertown in the near future. St. Francis will cover the cost. 
 

6. Closing Prayer 
 

The next meeting will be on Tuesday, March 7 at 7:30 pm [or earlier?] 


