
PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF 

March 1, 2016 

 
Present at the meeting: 
 
Father Vern Decoteau, pastor 
Bill Brawner, deacon 
Franco Dell’Olio, chair 
Ray Fontaine, co-chair 
Francesca Forrest, secretary 
Dave Adams, Communications 
Paula Moran, Communications 
Anna Donovan, Communications 
Justine Holdsworth, Evangelization 
Terri Renaud, Hospitality 
Pat Skaza, Music Ministry 
Carla Dell’Olio, Vocations 
Jeanne Brzycki, Communications, Webminister 
Terry Fontaine 
 

1. Meeting called to order at approximately 7:30 

 

2. Prayer – Father Vern 

 

3. Minutes accepted with correction, agenda accepted calendar marked for April 
-- Correction to February minutes: Section F, Vocations, “raised $23,000 in gift cards” should 

read “raised $23,000 in seminarian Christmas gift cards.” Also, Elisabeth Patel, who was 
present at the meeting in February, was incorrectly listed as Naomi. 

4. Commission Reports 

A. Communications 
-- Gathering space new rules will go on back of sketch of the gathering space (new rules are 

clear bullet points). 
-- Justine: Can there be exceptions? (Answer: yes) 
-- Carla: Sometimes the gathering space needs to be cleared out (e.g., weddings). (Bulletin 

provides some advance notice.) 
B. Family Life 

-- Fr. Vern reported for Mike Hurst that everything was going well. 
-- Conversation about the Pine Room’s noisy freezers. Several suggestions (store in garage 

under parish offices; put in the storage area under the stairs, sell current freezers and get a 
used walk-in box, etc. Conclusion: Table the matter pending further research. 

C. Hospitality 

-- Thanks to Gloria Fortunato, the Cub Scouts will be helping with the Holy Thursday potluck. 
-- Last year close to 100 people came. 
-- Next event after that will be Confirmation, May 21, at 4 pm. 

D. Marriage Enrichment 
(not present) 

E. Spiritual Life 



-- Will meet week of March 7. 
-- Lenten Mission attendance averaged 200 people a night. 
-- If people want to go to the Chrism Mass (March 20), they need to reserve it. 

F. Vocations 

-- Vocations Cross booked into the month of April. 
-- Seminarian Christmas Gift Card workday 2016 booked. 

G. Adult Education 

-- Justine Holdsworth reporting for Theresa Murphy 
-- St. Francis dinner club chili contest, March 6. 4:45 Grace, 5:00 meal. 
-- 22 copies of The Last Supper, by Scott Hahn—goes with Geri Amprimo’s Bible study on 

Revelation. 
-- Teen Bible study is ongoing. 
-- Rita Lee will continue to do Pew Cards (she also did the altar exhibit). 
-- 40 Days of Life vigil Monday, March 14. 

H. New Evangelization 
-- Evangelization Corner in the weekly bulletin, featuring (for example) what’s available on 

websites (e.g., Lenten activities). 
-- At next meeting (March 30), will begin formulating next objective. 

 

5. New Business and Other Items 

A. Organ Study Group 

-- Fr. Vern suggests Karl and Donna (from the music ministry), David Paul (finance 
committee), Anna Donovan (pastoral council), Bruce Wallace (sound system expert), Mike 
Carney (plays organ), and Bill Bowen (proposed the fundraising, K of C). 

-- Right now taking information from organ companies. Intend to go to churches that have 
recently put in new organs. 

-- Fundraising idea: cocktail party for those who donate $500, $1,000. 
-- There is $1,000 in the Walter Papp Fund for an organ. 

B. Other Desired Items 

-- Gates with lanterns at entrance. 
-- More cabinets for the sacristy. 
-- Stairs between rectory and church. 
-- Aerator for the pond. 

C. Tag Sale: Pat Skaza and Carla Dell’Olio 

-- They have a task list. 
-- The common is booked. 
-- They have permits for food. 
-- They have scheduled flyers, bulletins. 
-- A letter is ready to do. 
-- People have volunteered to sleep on common the night before and to lead the cleanup. 
  --Need strong backs to help pack and move stuff. 
-- Manager from Stop & Shop is offering a lot. 

 

6. Closing Prayer 
 

The next meeting will be on Tuesday, April 5 at 7:30 pm 


