
PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF

May 3, 2016

Present at the meeting:

Father Vern Decoteau, pastor
Bill Brawner, deacon
Franco Dell’Olio, chair
Ray Fontaine, co-chair
Francesca Forrest, secretary
Dave Adams, Communications
Paula Moran, Communications
Anna Donovan, Communications
Shelly Garrow, Family Life
Theresa Renaud, Hospitality
John and Therese Rakouskas, Marriage Enrichment
Pat Skaza, Music Ministry
Justine Holdsworth, New Vocations
Carla Dell’Olio, Vocations
Jeanne Brzycki, Webminister
Terry Fontaine

1. Meeting called to order at approximately 7:30

2. Prayer – Father Vern

3. April minutes accepted, agenda accepted, calendars received for July and August

4. Commission Reports

A. Adult Education

-- Justine reporting for Theresa Murphy.
-- Father Donald Lapointe will be at the next dinner club, September 18.

B. Communications

-- Profuse thanks to Louise Christ for her work on the St. Francis parish brochure.
-- Anna Donovan shared the material that is in the welcome packet given to new arrivals to the 

parish.
-- Eventually all the information will be stored on a disk.

C. Family Life

-- Shelly Garrow is going to take over being chair of Family Life; Mike Hurst will remain the 
lead for the bereavement ministry. He would like to have another person join him in that.

-- Family Life encompasses many groups (e.g., Food Pantry, Take and Eat, CYO basketball) 
and everyone does their thing—it runs well.

D. Hospitality

-- Holy Thursday potluck is a bit overwhelming. Cub Scouts helped out this time, but it took a 
lot of work.

-- Other pastoral council members sympathized and encouraged reaching out to guests to ask 
them to help with (for example) cleanup.



E. Marriage Enrichment

-- Outreach for Teams of Our Lady first weekend in June.
-- Get-together for them and established folks at the end of June.

F. New Evangelization

--- Goal to form intentional disciples. 
-- Want to make the parish welcoming.
-- “We are all called by Pope Francis to evangelize.”
-- June 15: Fr. Savage will celebrate Mass and speak here on the topic “St. Joseph: A Model of 

Compassion and Humility.”
G. Spiritual Life

--- Everyone loved having the statue of Our Lady of Fatima.
-- Living Rosary this month.
-- Fortnight of Freedom rosary later.
-- formed.org –an Internet service. Costs $1600/year but everyone in the parish could have 

access to books, Lighthouse CDs, etc. (Instead of giving out Lenten booklets, the parish 
could do this.)

H. Vocations

-- Vocations cross signed up three months and two weeks in advance.
-- (Booked until mid June.)

5. New Business and Other Items

A. Parish Picnic

-- Date is June 19.
-- Knights of Columbus will not be involved as they have their own cookout that day.
-- Franco proposed switching the grilled food from chicken to sausage and pepper.
-- Carla: get sign up on indoor easel no. 3.

B. Church Gates

-- They are going up.
-- Lanterns (3 ft. high) have been ordered.

C. CPR/First Aid training

-- Parishioners want this (prompted by the defibrillator training).
-- If we get something set up with Darlene Biggs of Mercy Hospital, this would be the type of 

thing she could arrange.
-- The town offers these courses. We can find out when the town offers them.

D. Organ Update

-- A parishioner gave a $10,000 gift for the organ.
-- As a fundraiser, a meal for those who donate at the “great” ($500) level and another meal 

for those who donate at the “swell” ($100) level—similar to what we did for paving the 
driveway.

-- Calligraph names of donors and hang them near the ramp.
F. A Call Inquiring About Using the Church for a Concert

-- British-style brass band, June 4.
-- Decision: No. We are not a performance venue.

G. People Calling Parish Offices Needing Rides to Dr.’s Office.

-- Put it in the bulletin.
6. Closing Prayer

The next meeting will be on Tuesday, June 7 at 7:30 pm


