
PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES OF 

September 6, 2016 

 
Present at the meeting: 
 
Father Jack Sheaffer, pastor 
Bill Brawner, deacon 
Franco Dell’Olio, chair 
Ray Fontaine, co-chair 
Francesca Forrest, secretary 
Bill Bowen, Knights of Columbus 
Theresa Murphy, Adult Education 
Dave Adams, Communications 
Paula Moran, Communications 
Anna Donovan, Communications 
Shelly Garrow, Family Life 
Sue Dexter, Family Life 
Carolyn Groves, Generations of Faith 
Theresa Renaud, Hospitality 
John and Therese Rakouskas, Marriage Enrichment 
Pat Skaza, Music Ministry 
Donna Grady, Music Ministry 
Carla Dell’Olio, Vocations 
Jeanne Brzycki, Webminister 
Terry Fontaine 
Tom Grady 
Paul Vanasse 
 
 

1. Meeting called to order at approximately 7:30 

 

2. Prayer  

 

3. June minutes accepted, agenda accepted, October and November calendars reviewed 

 

4. Mass for Chalice, November 17 
-- Br. Terry Scanlon wants to tape a Mass for Chalice for Fr. Vern. 
-- Holy Spirit Chapel at St. Michael’s Cathedral in Springfield, 5 pm. 
-- Wants two readers, plus the choir. 
-- Donna Grady: yes, choir will participate. 
-- Only 30 or so seats in the chapel, not counting choir, so it will be easy to get enough 

attendance from the parish. 
 

 
5. Commission Reports 

A. Adult Education 

-- Formed.org became accessible to parish on August 16. 



 -- Movies for the whole family. 
 -- All sorts of programs. 
 -- Currently the parish is signed up to do it for a year. 
 -- Carolyn Groves: it’s great for Generations of Faith families. 
-- Women of Grace 
 --August 14, at 10:30 Mass, Fr. Pierz gave out consecrated medals. 
 --Next program they will do is Bishop Barron’s Seven Deadly Sins, Seven Lively Virtues. 
-- Dinner Club 
 -- September 18, Tapas night, 4:45 in the Pine Room. 
 -- Fr. Lapointe is ill so there will be a different speaker. 
--  

B. Communications 

-- Finished updating the parish packet but now need to change it again. 
 -- e.g., Spiritual Life needs chairpeople (Deacon Bill is working on this). 
-- Got permission to send letter to Bishop expressing gratitude. 
 -- Thanked him for his attention. 
 -- Thanked him for Fr. Pierz. 
 -- Got a thank-you note back: “It was my honor; please be assured of my prayers.” 
 -- Dave Adams: Let’s put Bishop’s thank-you in the bulletin. 
-- August 24 was last Mass with Fr. Pierz: he received a framed set of four pictures: Fr. Vern, 

Fr. Pierz, church, and note of appreciation. 
-- Ray Fontaine: we need to update parish council contact information (form passed around). 

C. Family Life 
-- Food Pantry: no news 
-- CYO Basketball: run by Chris Shea—they usually send in a report twice a year. 
-- Cub Scouts: taking on new members. 
-- No other ministry updates. 

D. Hospitality 
-- Some people asked about/suggested moving June parish picnic to front of church. 
 -- Parish council members had mixed opinions on this suggestion. 
 -- Therese Rakouskas pointed out we have a year to plan. 
-- Reception for Fr. Jack—a meet-and-greet 
 -- He’ll officially be welcomed at 4 pm Mass on September 24. 

-- But have the meet-and-greet date something different (to avoid Belchertown Fair, which 
is same weekend): October 2, 1–2:30 pm. 

 -- Have punch and cookies. 
E. Marriage Enrichment 

-- Four couples came forward to join Teams of Our Lady, but only two persisted. They’ll join 
existing teams as there aren’t enough to form a new team. 

-- Fr. Pierz would like the Holdsworths to teach a marriage preparation class, using formed.org. 
F. New Evangelization 

-- (John Rakouskas reporting for Justine Holdsworth) 
-- Reading Divine Renovation by Fr. James Mallon. 
-- September 14 is the next meeting (at parish office). 
G. Spiritual Life 
-- September 12 is next meeting (6:30 pm). 

H. Vocations 
-- Vocations Cross is booked 4–5 months in advance. 
-- Appreciation for Fr. Pierz’s dedication. 
-- Three new seminarians (up to 16 total). 
-- A woman in discernment here in St. Francis. 



-- Gearing up for the seminarian gift card work day (October 22). 
-- Carla gave a brief history of the seminarian gift card program, which developed here at 

St. Francis and then spread through the diocese, with the approval and support of Fr. 
Dailey. 

 -- 52 out of 69 parishes participated last year. 
-- Carla worried about her term having expired. Solution: Council can give her a waiver so she 

can continue to serve. The Communications Commission also has members whose term has 
expired (Dave Adams). Commissions will determine their new chairs at their commission 
meetings. Also, the chair and co-chair of the pastoral council will remain the same until 
2017. 

6. New Business and Other Items 

A. Welcome Fr. Jack Sheaffer 

-- Welcome, Fr. Jack! We are very glad and grateful to have you. 
B. Singing Priests 

-- Fundraiser in memory of Fr. Vern December 4. 
C. Organ Update 

-- Bill Bowen presented. 
-- The committee will make a recommendation on an organ for purchase at the end of 

September. 
-- Fr. Vern had authorized us to spend $75,00. 
-- David Paul says we have $40,000, and Bill B. said the Knights of Columbus has another 

$2,200. 
-- Bruce Wallace is going to Allen Organ showroom in Allentown, PA—may be able to get a 

floor model. 
-- Committee is also meeting with Johannus (a European company)—possibility of St. Francis 

getting one of their organs and it being a sample for future US sales. 
-- Mike Carney will do the first organ concert. 

D. Tag Sale 
-- Franco gave a review of the timeline between Fr. Vern saying it would be cancelled (in 

February) for lack of organizers to Carla and Pat Skaza forming the committee and running 
the largest grossing sale yet. 

-- They’re looking for a third leader for next year: someone to be in charge of Pine Room 
operations. 

-- As of September 3, more than $28,275 had been received. 
F. Front Gate 

-- The front gate is complete. 
-- Bob LaBreque moved the sign to its proper place (Fr. Vern’s decision). 

G. Commission Committee Organization 
-- Each commission should have a chair and co-chair. 
-- Justine Holdsworth had wanted to know what organizations fall under what commissions.  

H. Christmas Ornament 

-- Last year’s was the Holy Spirit window. This year will be St. Francis. 
 -- Pastoral Council agreed we want to do this. 

I. Fr. Jack’s report 
-- Intends to keep things the same. 
-- Has been asked to launch an increased-giving drive, however. 
-- Is a beekeeper! 
 

7. Closing Prayer 
 

The next meeting will be on Tuesday, October 4 at 7:30 pm 


