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here	 is	 a	 story	 of	 a	 real	 estate	
agent	 who	 was	 cleaning	 her	
house	 one	morning.	 As	 she	 did	

so,	 she	 began	 to	 notice	 all	 kinds	 of	
things	that	were	wrong	with	the	house:	
the	paint	was	peeling	off	the	woodwork,	
there	 were	 some	 cracked	 tiles	 in	 the	
bathroom,	the	wallpaper	was	peeling	in	
some	 places,	 there	 was	 a	 cracked	
window,	and	 the	 floors	were	 in	need	of	
repair.	
	
	 As	 she	 looked	 around,	 she	 began	
to	see	that	her	house	didn’t	appear	to	be	
in	very	good	shape.	As	she	continued	to	
clean,	 she	 continued	 to	 take	 note	 of	
things	 that	 didn’t	 work	 well	 in	 the	
house.	Finally,	as	she	was	trying	to	open	
a	 door	 that	 was	 stuck,	 the	 doorknob	
came	off	in	her	hand.	In	frustration,	she	
said	 to	 her	 husband,	 “I	 can’t	 stand	 this	
house	 anymore;	 everything	 is	 broken	
and	worn	 out.	 I	want	 to	 sell	 this	 house	
and	move	somewhere	else.”	
	
	 Her	husband	said	to	her,	“Why	not	
sit	 down	 and	 write	 a	 listing	 for	 the	
house	that	you	would	write	 if	you	were	
the	 agent	 trying	 to	 sell	 it?”	 So,	 the	
woman	 sat	 down	 and	 wrote	 the	
following	listing	for	the	house:	
	
	 “Charming	little	antique	bungalow	
on	 a	 family	 street;	 compact,	 easy-care	
back	yard,	dry	cellar,	cozy	kitchen;	close	
to	 schools,	 shops	 and	 transportation;	 a	
bargain	in	today’s	market.”	
	

	 Her	husband	read	the	description	
and	 then	 asked	 his	 wife,	 “Do	 you	 feel	
better	 now?”	 She	 responded	 saying,	
“Yes,	 I	do.”	Then	he	asked,	 “And	do	you	
want	 to	 move?”	 She	 answered,	 “No,	 I	
don’t.”	
	
	 St.	 John’s	 account	 of	 Jesus	 curing	
the	man	born	blind	and	the	controversy	
that	 follows	 calls	 us	 to	 a	 new	
perspective	 of	 attitude	 and	 faith,	 to	 a	
sharper	 vision	 of	 spirit	 in	 order	 to	
behold	the	presence	of	God	in	our	midst.	
	
	 There	 is	something	 in	our	human	
nature	 that	 can	 cause	 us	 to	 struggle	 to	
seek	 happiness	 in	 wealth	 and	 prestige	
but	overlook	the	real	 joy	to	be	 found	in	
our	 family	 and	 friends.	 There	 is	
something	in	our	human	nature	that	can	
cause	 us	 to	 become	 so	 overwhelmed	
with	our	problems	and	 inability	 to	deal	
with	 them	that	we	are	unable	 to	see	all	
that	we	have	been	given	by	God.	There	
is	 something	 that	 causes	 us	 to	 be	 so	
caught	up	in	our	struggles	that	we	fail	to	
see	 that	 God	 is	 with	 us	 and	 that,	
ultimately,	God	will	 free	us	from	all	our	
pain.	
	
	 The	 reality	 is	 that	 God	 is	 most	
profoundly	 present	 to	 us	 in	 the	 simple	
dimensions	 of	 life:	 in	 the	 kindness	 and	
love	of	others,	in	the	gifts	of	the	earth,	in	
every	single	breath	that	we	take	in.	May	
God	 give	 us	 the	 vision	 that	 the	 blind	
man	 receives	 in	 today’s	 Gospel:	 to	 see	
the	love	of	God	present	in	all	things.	✠	
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