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April	1/2,	2017	
	
Today’s	Scripture	Readings:	Ezekiel	37:12-14	✠	Psalm	130	✠	Romans	8:8-11	✠	John	11:1-45	
	

n	 his	 book	 entitled,	Unconditional	 Love,	
Fr.	 John	 Powell	 tells	 a	 beautiful	 story	
about	 one	 of	 his	 students	 named	

Tommy.	 Tommy	 was	 a	 self-proclaimed	
atheist	 and	 he	 was	 especially	 critical	 of	 the	
idea	 that	 God	 could	 love	 people	
unconditionally.	 His	 cynicism	 was	 a	 major	
concern	for	Fr.	Powell	throughout	the	course.	
Finally,	 at	 the	 end	 of	 the	 course	 as	 Tommy	
was	 handing	 in	 his	 final	 exam,	 he	 asked	 Fr.	
Powell,	 “Do	 you	 think	 I	 will	 ever	 find	 God?”	
Fr.	Powell	 responded	by	saying,	 “No	Tommy,	
you	will	never	find	God	but	God	will	find	you.”	
	
	 Tommy	 just	 shrugged	 his	 shoulders	
and	walked	away.	Fr.	Powell	wondered	what	
would	ever	become	of	him.	
	
	 A	 few	years	 later,	Father	 learned	that	
Tommy	was	dying	from	cancer.	But	before	he	
could	get	in	touch	with	Tommy,	Tommy	got	in	
touch	 with	 him.	 As	 Tommy	 walked	 up,	 Fr.	
Powell	 could	 see	 that	 his	 body	 had	 wasted	
away	 but	 his	 eyes	 were	 clear	 and	 his	 voice	
was	firm.	
	
	 Tommy	said,	“I	came	to	see	you	about	
what	you	said	to	me	that	last	day	of	class.	You	
said	 that	 I	 would	 never	 find	 God	 but	 God	
would	 find	 me.	 Well,”	 he	 said,	 “when	 the	
doctor	told	me	that	I	had	only	a	short	time	to	
live,	 I	did	something	I	never	thought	 I’d	do,	 I	
started	 praying	 to	 God	 really	 hard.	 But	
nothing	happened.	Nobody	answered.	
	
	 “I	 tried	 harder!	 But	 again,	 nothing	
happened.	 Nobody	 answered.	 Finally,	 after	
trying	a	few	more	times,	I	gave	up.”	
	
	 Tommy	continued	saying,	“It	was	then	
that	 I	 remembered	 something	 else	 you	 said.	
You	said	it	would	be	tragic	for	someone	to	die	
without	having	loved.	Then	you	said	it	would	
be	 almost	 as	 tragic	 to	 die	 without	 telling	

someone	 you	 loved	 that	 you	 really	 loved	
them.	 It	 was	 then	 that	 I	 decided	 to	 do	
something	 about	 that.	 I	 started	 with	 the	
toughest	 person	 of	 all:	 my	 dad.	 One	 night	
when	we	were	home	alone,	 I	 told	him	how	 I	
felt	about	him.	Then	he	did	two	things	I	never	
saw	 him	 do	 before:	 he	 cried	 and	 he	 hugged	
me.	 Then	 we	 stayed	 up	 all	 night	 and	 talked	
even	 though	 he	 had	 to	 work	 the	 next	
morning.	 I	 continued	 with	 the	 rest	 of	 my	
family	and	then,	out	of	nowhere,	God	entered	
my	life	with	such	force	and	power	that	I	was	
overwhelmed.	
	
	 Finally,	 Tommy	 said,	 “That’s	 when	 I	
thought	 about	what	 you	 said	 to	me	 that	 last	
day	of	 class.	You	said	 that	 I’d	never	 find	God	
but	God	would	 find	me	and	 I	 realized	at	 that	
moment	that	God	really	did	find	me.”	
	
	 Tommy	 died	 shortly	 after	 that	 visit,	
or,	 as	Fr.	Powell	puts	 it,	Tommy	never	 really	
died.	 He	 began	 living	 in	 a	 different	 way.	 He	
began	living	in	the	way	Jesus	promised	when	
he	said	to	Martha:	“I	am	the	resurrection	and	
the	 life;	 whoever	 believes	 in	 me,	 even	 if	 he	
dies,	will	live.”	
	
	 What	 Jesus	 did	 for	 Lazarus	 in	 a	
physical	 sense,	 he	 did	 for	 Tommy	 in	 a	
spiritual	sense:	he	gave	him	new	life.	And	this	
leads	us	to	each	one	of	us	in	this	church.	What	
Jesus	 did	 for	 Lazarus	 and	 what	 he	 did	 for	
Tommy,	he	wants	to	do	for	each	one	of	us:	He	
wants	 to	 give	us	new	 life.	He	wants	 to	 share	
with	 us	 his	 own	 risen	 life.	He	wants	 to	 raise	
us	up	to	eternal	life.	
	
	 This	 is	 the	 message	 of	 Lent,	 of	 the	
story	of	Lazarus	and	the	story	of	Tommy.	It’s	
about	opening	our	hearts	to	others;	it’s	about	
receiving	 new	 life	 from	 Jesus	 both	 here	 on	
earth	and	in	the	kingdom	of	heaven.	✠	
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