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s	 we	 prepare	 to	 enter	 the	
sacred	 time	 of	 Holy	Week,	we	
look	 again	 at	 the	 significance	

of	 Christ	 in	 our	 lives.	 Of	 course	 we	
recognize	 him	 as	 our	 Savior…	 but	we	
look	more	closely	in	order	to	discover	
just	what	kind	of	Savior	he	is.	We	find	
he	has	 taken	 the	 form	of	 a	 slave;	 he’s	
been	 glorified	 with	 a	 name	 above	 all	
other	names;	yet	he	continues	to	suffer	
with	us.		

	 We	 have	 not	 been	 saved	
through	 military	 power	 but	 through	
the	 self-emptying	 humility	 of	 Jesus.	
Though	he	really	was	God,	Jesus	came	
in	 the	 form	of	 a	 slave,	 a	mere	human.	
We	have	a	Savior	who	was	crushed	by	
and	for	our	sins,	nailed	to	a	cross	as	a	
convicted	 felon,	and	who,	while	 there,	
endured	the	sense,	the	human	sense	of	
abandonment.		

	
	 Why	 has	 God	 stooped	 so	 low?	
Why	 did	 Christ	 empty	 himself	 so	
completely?		

	
	 We	 could	 say	 all	 of	 this	
happened	because	Jesus	was	obedient	
to	 God's	 will	 in	 his	 life,	 regardless	 of	
where	 this	 led	him.	This	may	be	 true,	
but	it	doesn’t	answer	the	fundamental	
question:	 Why	 does	 God	 love	 us	
unconditionally?	 During	 our	 Lenten	
mission,	we	were	reminded	that	God	is	
[PAUSE	 –hands	 out]	 Love.	 Because	 of	

this	 love,	 we	 have	 a	 Savior	 who	 was	
lifted	up	and	exalted	precisely	because	
he	 emptied	 himself	 of	 his	 divine	
privileges.	 He	 became	 one	 of	 us	 in	
order	 to	 show	 us	 how	we	 are	 to	 live.	
Unlike	 conquerors	 who	 triumph	 by	
putting	 down	 their	 opponents,	 Jesus	
was	raised	up	because	he	himself	was	
first	 willing	 to	 be	 put	 down.	 The	
Passion	describes	 the	 extent	 to	which	
he	willingly	offered	himself.		

	 We	 have	 a	 Savior	 who	 first	
offered	 himself	 for	 us,	 and	 then	
continues	 to	 offer	 himself	 to	 us	 as	 an	
example	to	follow.	As	he	was	willing	to	
empty	 himself	 for	 our	 sake…	 so	 we	
must	be	willing	to	empty	ourselves	for	
the	 sake	 of	 others,	 removing	 our	
natural	 sense	 of	 judgment.	 The	 best	
way	to	enter	Holy	Week	with	Him	is	in	
the	 company	 of	 those	 with	 whom	 he	
has	 identified	 himself:	 the	 humiliated	
and	 the	 marginalized;	 those	 who	
suffer	 the	 abuse	 of	 others;	 those	who	
never	 use	 rank	 to	 force	 their	 will,	
children	 and	 the	 childlike.	 If	 we’re	 to	
be	saved,	we	must	go	where	salvation	
takes	 place:	 in	 our	 streets	 where	
violence	 rages,	 and	 in	 our	 homes;	 in	
the	dark	corners	of	 life	where	despair	
holds	sway;	wherever	the	innocent	are	
abused	 or	 the	 needy	 neglected;	
wherever	there	is	misunderstanding	…	
or	 fear	…	or	 jealousy.	As	Pope	Francis	
has	 often	 said,	 we	 must	 go	 wherever	
Christ	 empties	himself	 for	our	 sake.	✠
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