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any	years	ago	there	was	a	doctor	by	the	
name	 of	 Lloyd	 Judd	 who	 practiced	
medicine	 in	 rural	 Oklahoma.	 	 Many	 of	

the	 people	 in	 his	 area	were	 very	 poor	 and	 had	 no	
private	 transportation	 of	 their	 own.	 	 So	 he	
frequently	 had	 to	 drive	 out	 to	 their	 ramshackled	
homes	to	treat	someone	who	was	sick	or	injured.	
	

One	day	Dr.	 Judd	himself	became	very	sick.		
When	 his	 condition	 worsened,	 he	 checked	 into	 a	
hospital.		After	many	tests	were	performed,	Dr.	Judd	
was	 informed	 that	 he	 had	 terminal	 cancer.	 	 His	
thoughts	immediately	turned	to	his	young	children.		
There	were	 so	many	 things	 that	 he	wanted	 to	 tell	
them,	there	were	so	many	things	that	he	wanted	to	
share	 with	 them	 but	 he	 knew	 that	 they	 were	 too	
young	 to	 understand.	 	 So	 Dr.	 Judd	 set	 about	 to	
record	 several	 tapes	 so	 that	 he	 could	 share	 his	
thoughts	 with	 his	 children	 when	 they	 became	 old	
enough	to	understand.		
	

In	 this	 one	 tape	 Dr.	 Judd	 says	 to	 his	
children,	"Are	you	willing	to	get	out	of	a	warm	bed	
on	 cold	 night	 and	 drive	 20	 miles	 to	 see	 a	 sick	
person,	 knowing	 that	 they	 can't	 pay	 you	 and	 that	
they	could	wait	until	morning	to	be	treated?		If	you	
can	 answer	 yes	 to	 that	 question,	 you	 are	 ready	 to	
study	medicine."	
	

The	idea	of	using	these	tapes	is	useful	for	us	
as	we	reflect	upon	our	Scripture	readings	for	today	
and	 this	 courageous	 story	of	Dr.	 Judd	bears	 a	 very	
strong	 resemblance	 to	 the	 farewell	 discourse	 of	
Jesus	in	our	gospel	reading	today.		Jesus,	too,	did	not	
have	very	 long	to	 live.	 	His	thoughts,	 too,	 turned	to	
his	 disciples	 and	 their	 future.	 	 There	was	 so	much	
more	that	he	wanted	to	tell	them,	but	they	were	not	
ready	 to	 understand	 it.	 	 He	 even	 said	 to	 them,	 "I	
have	much	more	to	tell	you,	but	you	cannot	bear	 it	
now."		And	so,	like	Dr.	Judd,	Jesus	worked	out	a	way	
to	teach	them	even	after	he	was	gone.	 	In	order	for	
this	 to	 happen	 he	 promised	 to	 send	 to	 them	 the	
Holy	 Spirit,	 saying,	 "When	 he	 comes,	 the	 Spirit	 of	
truth,	he	will	guide	you	to	all	truth."	
	

This	 sending	 of	 the	Holy	 Spirit	 is	what	 the	
church	is	about	to	celebrate	in	two	weeks.	 	That	 is,	
the	solemnity	of	Pentecost.	 	We	will	hear	 the	story	
of	 how	 this	 happened	 in	 a	 couple	 of	 weeks.		
However,	 it's	 important	 for	 us	 to	 be	 prepared	 to	
greet	 the	 Spirit	when	he	 comes.	 	 It's	 important	 for	
us	to	know	that	the	disciples	were	very	much	like	us	

in	 terms	 of	 not	 knowing	 what	 the	 future	 would	
hold;	 what	 they	 should	 do	 to	 pass	 on	 the	 faith;	 in	
what	direction	they	should	lead	the	church.	
	

This	 is	a	dilemma	that	we	have	 in	so	many	
areas	of	our	 lives:	how	are	we	to	direct	the	future?		
Jesus	tells	us	not	 to	 fear.	 	 Jesus	tells	us	that	he	will	
not	leave	us	orphaned,	that	he	will	come	back	to	us	
and	 that	 we	 will	 be	 safe.	 	 This	 promise	 was	 very	
important	to	the	disciples	because	they	lived	in	fear;	
fear	of	what	would	happen	to	them	at	the	hands	of	
those	 who	 hated	 Jesus.	 	 This	 promise	 is	 no	 less	
important	 for	us	today.	 	We	too	have	much	to	 fear.		
We	have	to	make	ends	meet	so	that	we	may	provide	
for	 our	 families	 and	 for	 ourselves.	 	 We	 have	 the	
threat	of	terrorism	hanging	over	our	heads.		We	also	
have	 the	 threat	 of	 violence	 in	 our	 schools	 and	 on	
our	 streets.	 	 We	 are	 part	 of	 a	 Church	 that	 is	 very	
much	 on	 edge	 at	 this	 time.	 It	 seems	 rather	 scary.		
But	Jesus	tells	us	that	we	have	reason	to	have	great	
hope.	 	He	 tells	us	 that	he	will	 send	 to	us	his	Spirit;	
the	Spirit	of	truth,	the	Spirit	of	love,	the	Spirit	of	life,	
the	 Spirit	 who	 will	 guide	 us	 and	 protect	 us,	 the	
Spirit	who	will	be	with	us	always	and	who	will	give	
us	wisdom	and	knowledge	and	prudence	 if	we	but	
open	our	minds	and	our	hearts	to	God.		If	we	do	not	
open	ourselves	 to	 the	 spirit,	 then	 the	 Spirit	 has	no	
power	in	our	lives.		The	power	of	the	Spirit	must	be	
followed	by	action	on	our	part.	
	

Through	the	power	of	the	Spirit	Jesus	gives	
to	us	all	that	we	truly	need	to	move	through	life	and	
to	reach	 toward	heaven.	 	 Just	as	 in	 the	story	of	Dr.	
Judd	where	 his	 children	 have	 choices	 to	make,	we	
also	have	choices.		And	just	like	Dr.	Judd,	Jesus	tells	
us	 what	 we	 need	 to	 know	 in	 order	 to	 make	 good	
choices.	 	 The	 choices,	 however,	 are	 ours	 to	 make.		
And	so,	as	we	reflect	upon	the	words	of	Jesus	as	he	
said	farewell	to	his	disciples,	and	as	we	prepare	for	
the	 solemnity	 of	 Pentecost,	 may	 we	 rely	 on	 the	
Spirit	of	God	to	help	us	with	the	choices	of	 life	and	
to	guide	us	to	the	everlasting	kingdom	of	heaven.	
	

As	we	anticipate	the	coming	of	the	Spirit	on	
Pentecost,	 may	 we	 close	 with	 the	 prayer	 of	 the	
Spirit.	
	

Come	 Holy	 Spirit.	 	 Fill	 the	 hearts	 of	 your	
faithful	 and	 enkindle	 in	 us	 the	 fire	 of	 your	 love.		
Send	 forth	your	Spirit	 and	we	shall	be	created	and	
you	shall	renew	the	face	of	the	earth.	✠	
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